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The world needs 
the Daily Planet
Zack Benz 

The Daily Planet originated on a farm. 
Much like the comic book hero the 
fictional version of our publication 

writes about, our news organization saw its 
humble beginnings on a midwestern 
family farm. The irony of this origin story 
always makes me smile. 

I’ve been overtly obsessed with the Daily 
Planet since age eight. I’d print 
handcrafted newsletters for family and 
even built a six-foot structure with a self 
rotating globe, along with a massive 
miniature Metropolis to go with it.  

I fantasized about walking through a 
grand threshold into the world of comics 
and yearned for it to be a reality. This 
daydream has swayed my life’s great 
ambition—legitimizing the Planet.  

In recent months I’ve been in 
communication with DC Comics to publish 
under their brand, with complete unbiased 
autonomy. It’s been a long road which has 
been wearing on my patience and the end 
still remains to be seen on the horizon.  

I feel great hope with Warner Media and 
Discovery Inc.’s recent merger. I want the 
Planet to be a brand centered on 
journalistic integrity with sound ethics. A 
publication that reports on everything, 
including the parent company it would 
eventually work under. This insured 
independence is my top requirement for 
the Daily Planet. 

In the meantime, the Daily Planet team 
will continue working. Our unpaid 
volunteers write, record and immortalize 
stories that matter. In this issue you will 
find exactly that, along with fun 
entertainment and culture pieces. 

I feel the Daily Planet is reaching its full 
circle moment. We’re reporting on current 
events while simultaneously covering the 
“unmasking” of real world heroes. We also 
land exclusive interviews with notable 
celebrities and influencers.  

Big changes have taken place with our 
publication over the past few years and the 
momentum continues to grow. Our recent 
move to Minneapolis is only the beginning. 
The world needs the Daily Planet and it’s 
my soul purpose to bring a vital piece of 
the DC Universe into our own. It’s only up, 
up and away from here.
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International Spider-Man opens up 
about revealing his secret identity 

Zack Benz 
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The definition of “cosplayer” centers around a person dressing as 
their favorite pop-culture icons. Some just wear the suit, others 
recognize the importance and transform into the character. 
Most identify with the character and don the uniforms to 
represent their heroes in real life, becoming one for many.

The self-dubbed International Spider-
Man has finally revealed his secret 
identity. Jeramie de Roma has been 

donning the mask since 2018 and 
representing the web-crawler on TikTok 
and Instagram since 2019.  

Roma is a 22-year-old Filipino California 
resident who’s love for Spider-Man began 
at an early age when his mom bought the 
superhero’s movies and merchandise.  

“She [Roma’s mom] and my grandma say 
my whole obsession with Spider-Man is 
entirely her fault,” Roma said. “She's 
bought every Spider-Man toy and DVD for 
me from the very beginning.” 

According to Roma, before revealing his 
identity people in his personal life were so 
excited and supportive of his next venture. 
His mother helped him with his hair, his 
girlfriend helped him with makeup. This 
Spider-Man had an entire support system 
behind him ready to assist in any way they 
could.  

“They helped me be more excited for it 
rather than nervous,” said Roma. 

The internet star revealed his identity live 
on Instagram and TikTok during his 22nd 
birthday, May 13, 2022 after years of steady 
contemplation on whether he should 
unmask or not.  

“My intention was to reveal my identity on 
the one year anniversary, then the whole 
secret identity thing really brought traction 
to my page,” Roma stated. “But it’s been 
three years of debating.” 

According to Roma, his personal and 
professional life were major factors in him 
ultimately revealing that he’s Spider-Man. 

“My manager has brought a ton of 
opportunities for me, but I wouldn’t be 
able to legally take those brand deals or 
roles just being Spider-Man,” he stated. “My 
personal life is also drastically changing. 



  After five years of self development, this 
year has so much potential and it’s time for 
the next step. Time to move on to bigger 
things. Both for me, and for Spider-Man.” 

Roma was also concerned with losing the 
essence of his Spider-Man. Not for himself, 
but for the followers that enjoy his internet 
presence.  

“The main thing was knowing that I’m the 
only one on TikTok to be true to character 
and to be so accurate to make people 
believe that I could possibly be the real 
Spider-Man or Tom Holland,” said Roma. 
“And knowing that, I realized if and when I 
ever did a face reveal, I could never take it 
back and I would lose that unique aspect 
of me forever. Knowing that made it a 
super tough decision and I needed to be 
sure that I wanted to do a face reveal.” 

Roma stated that keeping true to the 
Spider-Man character has preserved his 
own personal values while pursuing a 
career in acting and entertainment.  

“Spider-Man has been a huge part of my 
growth,” Roma admitted. “Keeping in 
character, really just made me keep true to 
myself and to my character.” 

When asked if he thought people would 
be surprised at who’s under the mask, 
Roma articulated that some were.  

“There are many opinions,” Roma said. “I 
know some are surprised at the fact that 
I’m not Tom Holland, some aren’t surprised 
I’m not. Some are surprised that I’m some 
random guy, some aren’t.” 

Roma mentioned that, in comics, Peter 
Parker was just some random kid who was 
bitten by a spider and, Stan Lee, one of the 
co-creators of the character, said Spider-
Man could be anyone.  

“Stan Lee said Spider-Man could be 
anybody of any color,” Roma continued. 
“For those who are upset about who I am, 
it’s unfortunate that I don’t fit their own 
internal expectations of me, but I am and 
have been the best Spider-Man I could be. 
Leading up to my face reveal, I’ve had 
people already say that I am their Spider-
Man no matter what. I’ve had people 
message me more personally about how 
much me being Spider-Man has helped 
them through whatever it was they were 
going through, and that’s enough.” 

Continued page 6

““Stan Lee said Spider-Man could be 
anybody of any color. For those who are 

upset about who I am, it’s unfortunate that 
I don’t !t their own internal expectations 

of me, but I am and have been the best 
Spider-Man I could be.”
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From page 5 

In one of our previous conversations, 
Roma, as Spider-Man, shared his battle 
with mental health, deciding to attempt 
suicide at 17.  

“I think back on that sometimes,” he said. “I 
always think, ‘If I had gone through with it, 
I would have missed out on so much. 
Much more than I ever could have 
anticipated for myself.’ My goal in life was 
and is to be the man I needed as a kid. I’m 
farther than I’ve ever thought I’d be.” 

Roma’s future in the entertainment 
industry is uncertain, but he wants to give 
that career a go. He’s currently  
 
 
 
taking acting classes and is excited to 
break into the business. 

“I’m in a stage of endless opportunity right 
now,” Roma said. “I’ve spent five years 
struggling in the dark hallway. I’ve worked 
on bettering myself physically, emotionally, 
mentally and financially. Now that I’ve 
done so, I’ve painted the hallway, installed 
the lights I needed, and I’ve built these four 
doors pretty well for my first time. Now I’m 
at the end of this hallway of these four 

doors—mental, emotional, physical, and 
financial.” 

According to Roma, all he wants to 
do is see what comes next and 

unmasking helps him figure that 
out.  

“All I have left to do is walk 
through each and every 

one of those doors to see 
what comes next,” 

Romas said. “The only 
thing to decide is, 

which door first?” 

Romas stated 
that he will 
always focus on 
International 
Spider-Man, but 
this reveal will 
allow him the 
opportunity to try 
out other 
characters as well. 
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“I already have [tried other characters] 
on my personal TikTok account and 
people are raving over my specific race 
being this specific character,” Roma 
explained. “Not only do I think Asians 
are the least explored, but Filipinos are. 
We’ve had Shang Chi, now it’s time for 
a Filipino Marvel hero. Just like Jim 
Gordon going from black to white, 
people should see an asian Johnny 
Storm. Maybe half Asian, and it most 
likely won’t even be me. Who knows?” 

Roma will always identify with Spider-
Man, he said.  

“I think I’d like the public to know that I 
am Spider-Man, and for those who 
don’t consider me to be their Spider-
Man, I hope to connect with my 
audience more and more and be there 
to inspire everyone I can,” Roma 
concluded “Always look out for the 
little guy. I may be unmasking just to 
be deemed a ‘cosplayer’ now, but I am 
Spider-Man.” 

““I am Spider-Man, and for 
those who don’t consider me 
to be their Spider-Man, I hope 
to connect with my audience 

more and more and be there to 
inspire everyone I can. Always 

look out for the little guy. I 
may be unmasking just to be 
deemed a ‘cosplayer’ now, 

but I am Spider-Man.” 
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My dearest readers, what must one 
do to quell their thirst for Net"ix’s 
“Bridgerton” after a season for the 
ages? 

The passion, love, intrigue and 
scandal from the Ton has left me 
scrambling for more. My mind cannot 
seem to grasp onto any other thought 
than, “what happens next?” 

While the dukes, duchesses, viscounts, 
viscountesses, lords, ladies and Queen 
Charlotte pack up for a relaxing time 
away in their country estates, I shall 
remain transported in the glitz and 
glamor of England’s Regency Era.# 

But do not fret, my readers, the 
“Bridgerton” fun doesn’t have to end just 
yet. There’s a whole world – and Internet 
– !lled with goods and activities to tide 
us over until the next ball. 

Yours truly, 
Brianna Taggart  
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Bridging the gap: 8 activities  
for the ‘Bridgerton’ hiatus
Netflix dropped “Bridgerton” season two March 25, 2022, 
and I haven’t stopped thinking about it since. 

Brianna Taggart  

TThe show, based off of Julia 
Quinn’s book series of the same 
name, follows the Bridgerton 

family as they navigate their lives in the 
early 1800s and search for love in the 
marriage mart. The first season 
focused on Daphne’s hot romance 
with Simon the Duke of Hastings, but 
Anthony and his enemies-to-lovers 
relationship with Kate Sharma was the 
epicenter of season two.  

Season one was fun, but there was a 
special kind of magic in the second 
season that had me captivated since 
the very first scene. I cannot shake 
myself of this love. And while I 
wholeheartedly wish I could sashay my 
way through season three right now, 
there are many Bridgerton-inspired 
things to do in the meantime. 

Continued page 10
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One of my first instincts is to always read 
the books for book-to-screen 
adaptations I fall in love with.

There are eight books (not including 
prequels) to flip through, so why not 
page through them all and be extra 
prepared for when the show starts up 
again? No need to agonize about what 
season three might bring when you can 

just read the book and find out for 
yourself.

That being said, Shondaland has a 
special touch that brings this story to a 
new level on the screen. This way you 
can enjoy both versions of the story and 
still be surprised. That’s what I like to call 
a win, win.

1. Read (or reread!) the books

Here are 8 activities to get you through the hiatus:

2. Listen to ‘Bridgerton: The Of!cial Podcast’ 
If reading isn’t your cuppa’ tea, then 
maybe a podcast is where excitement 
lies for you.

Shondaland Radio and iHeartPodcasts 
partnered after the first season for 
“Bridgerton: The Official Podcast.” They 
bring in cast, crew, Shonda Rimes and 
Julia Quinn herself to discuss all the 
glory behind the scenes and pages of 
this story. 

It’s been a fun look inside this world I fell 
in love with after falling down the 
“Bridgerton” rabbit hole. There’s always 
more to discover and analyze about this 
romance fantasy. New episodes are 
released every Thursday where you listen 
to podcasts. 

I’ll be honest, it’s practically all I’ve been 
listening to lately.

After you’ve devoured as much 
“Bridgerton” content as possible, it might 
just be time to buy all the “Bridgerton” 
things as possible. 

Practically everywhere I look online is a 
new product collab and it’s been a 

struggle not to impulse buy all of 
them (I literally just bought an 
eyeshadow palette while writing 
this). 

There’s the Pat McGrath Labs x 
Bridgerton makeup collection to 

help you look like the diamond of the 
season. There’s the Bridgerton High 
Society Soaps Set by Beekman 1802 to 
help you smell like the belle of the ball. 
There’s a variety of Bridgerton 
pillowcases, hair towels and scrunchies 
by Kitsch to help you get your beauty 
sleep. There’s also a line of limited edition 
Bridgerton teas by The Republic of Tea to 
help you get a taste of the world (I 
bought three of them, and the Duke and 
Duchess honey breakfast tea is divine). 

As Sharpay Evans once said, “I want it all.”

4. Curate a playlist 
Perhaps the first thing I do when 
finishing a series I love is make a playlist 
or find one already curated. I still had 
two episodes of the season when I 
added a #Kanthony Taylor Swift playlist 
to my favorites on Spotify.

It’s so fun to find songs you can relate to 
your favorite characters. I always hate to 

put my TV show or book down when I 
go somewhere, but this way I can listen 
to music that transports me back into 
“Bridgerton” throughout the day.

I also highly recommend listening to the 
series’ classical pop covers. It makes for 
lovely background music for work, 
cleaning your house or reading a book.

3. Buy merchandise 

10 | @DailyPlanetDC



 

There’s only so much freaking out you 
can do by yourself until it gets lonely. 

The next step just has to be making 
everyone in your life watch it, so you can 
1) live vicariously through them and 2) 
have someone to speak about it with. My 
love language might be quality time but 
my true love language is when people 
watch shows I recommend. That’s 
caring.

One of my favorite things about 
absorbing stories is being able to talk 
about it afterwards. 

There’s nothing quite like 
chatting with friends and family, 
predicting and analyzing what’s 
happened. It’s what connects us, 
and it’s what makes the series so 
impactful. The writers, cast and crew 
show us what’s important to talk about, 
and “Bridgerton” is about way 
more than finding a spouse.  

There’s a beauty and 
validation that comes with 
the themes being taken 
seriously.  

6. Dress up like the characters 
OK, this one might sound strange at first 
but hang in there with me. 

I’m not saying to put on a floor length 
gown, fan in hand, strutting through 
your local park (however, that is a fun 
Halloween idea), but there are other 
discrete ways of doing it.

My favorite things have a habit of 
becoming a personality trait for me. 
“Bridgerton” is no exception. If it has 
become that for you too, then channel 
that energy into your looks. Wear that 

puffy, white shirt. Wear that flowy, floral 
top with a similar neckline to the 
Regency Era dresses. Get bangs like 
Daphne or Eloise (I did and I love them). 
Wear fun embroidered clothing like 
Benedict’s gorgeous vest during the Pall 
Mall scenes. 

It’s fun to take inspiration from our 
favorite things. I’ve been channeling 
Eloise in small pieces of my look and it’s 
exhilarating. It’s like stepping into my 
favorite character without the world 
being able to tell.

7. Go to (or host!) a Bridgerton activity" 
If you truly want to don Regency Era 
fashion though, then here’s your 
chance. 

The Queen’s Ball: A Bridgerton 
Experience is an immersive activity that 
transports attendees to the Regency Era 
with actors for visitors to interact with. 
It’s an evening of music, dance, 
interactive experiences, cocktails and 
more. The queen is even there to choose 
the diamond. It brings the Bridgerton 
world to life.

Chicago, Los Angeles, Montreal and 
Washington DC are hosting it this year.

However, if The Queen’s Ball is out of 
your budget or time zone, then host 
your own Bridgerton party. Dress in 
fancy clothes, have themed drinks, speak 
in a British accent, have a designated 
queen to choose the diamond of the 
season and play Pall Mall.

5. Make everyone you know watch it 

8. Rewatch it!" 
When all is said and done though, sit back, relax and rewatch it all over again!
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Reviewing ‘The Kashmir Files:’ 
Decades of cries !nally heard
As an Indian, speaking about this film is as much 
important as it is heart breaking. For decades 
the media has been trying to change 
the narrative of what truly 
happened in Kashmir. 

Jainam Turakhia 
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“The Kashmiri Pandits have been denied 
Justice for the very inhumane Genocide 
that took place on Jan. 19, 1990 and have 
been constantly side lined. Today, even 
the world doesn’t seem to recognize 
Kashmir as a part of India. If we look at 
the maps by the United Nations (UN), we 
would see that Kashmir has been shown 
as a separate entity rather than a part of 
India.

As for the movie “The Kashmir Files,” its 
story is a very amazing and dramatized 
version with a very strong script inspired 
by real events, and it keeps getting 
layered the more you engage with it.  

The film makes sense because not only 
is it written after consulting 700 families 
of the victims, but it also backs up those 
accounts with evidence.  

I came across a few stories while 
studying those attestations. I’m writing 
in honor of the Kashmiri Pandits who 
lost their lives, their homes, and are 
dreaming every day to go back to where 
they rightfully belong. 

— Siddhi Raina

““My bua (Aunt, Girija Tickoo) 
was thrown into a taxi, with 5 

men (one of them being her 
colleague), who tortured her, 
raped her, and then brutally 
murdered her by cutting her 
alive with a carpenter saw. 

Imagine being the brother who 
had to recognize his Babli, who 
wasn’t at fault in this gruesome 
battle of total hypocrisy. Till this 

date I’ve never heard anyone 
from my family speak about this 

incident. My father tells me 
every brother lived in such 

shame and anger that nothing 
had been done to receive justice 

for my Babli Bua.” 

“When we started researching four years ago, we came across 
families who’ve lost their loved ones during the exodus. 

We’ve all lost someone, that’s the way it is. But the way they 
lost them, the way they were murdered, what happened with 

their mothers, sisters, the unspeakable acts, I don't even 
want to mention it here. The small innocent children, some 
of whom were so small that they never even had a chance to 
dream of what they could become when they grow up, they 

were murdered. When we met such people, we got more than 
seven hundred testimonies. We took long format interviews 
of everyone, video interviews. When we heard the stories of 
these people, we couldn’t ourselves believe that this much 
inhumanity/ Cruelty had happened with them. And while 

listening, we wondered how so much happened in our 
country and we never knew about it.”

— Pallavi Joshi
14 | @DailyPlanetDC

Darshan Kumar as Krishna Pandit in “The Kashmir Files.” 



  The acting in “The Kashmir Files”  is very 
convincing. At times, during talks, it feels 
like a staged drama but when the 
intensity keeps on increasing we start to 
blend in and, until we realize , we’re a 
part of it.  

Chinmay Mandlekar, who plays the role 
of terrorist Farooq Malik Bitta, does such 
a convincing job that, as from the stories 
I heard, there were people throwing 
shoes at the screen.  

That’s the best way I could describe how 
convincing the acting is, conveying the 
evil aspect of the character. He’s like 
Imelda Staunton’s Dolores Umbridge 
from “Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Pheonix (2007)” or Jack Gleeson’s Joffery 
Baratheon from “Game of Thrones, 
acting so convincing that we 
automatically hate the character. This 
was my first time that I was exposed to 
Marathi’s talent and I’d love to explore 
more of their cinema.  

Anupam Kher is the dramatic side of this 
film. Not only do we get to see an 
emotional side, which is deeply rooted 
with the real life people that inspired the 
creation of Pushkar Nath Pandit, but 

there's some theatricality to his 
performance, which brings me to the 
Indian art of  “Natyashastra.”  

He’s the pariah who is made to witness 
all the events as they happen. There’s 
pain in his character that makes us go 
through it with him. I remember 
watching interviews and listening to a 
lady saying how they had to run for their 
lives and, after all these years, people are 
finally listening but her father doesn’t 
remember anything anymore.  

That’s the pain which is shared through 
Pushkar Nath Pandit. For a character, 
he’s still the strongest one because, how 
does a person really stay on point with 
what he wants to do after witnessing so 
much death and destruction?  

His body and mind are losing him but 
he still has the fire in him that seeks for 
justice. The movie works directly with 
the audience in several such 
circumstances. 

Mithun Chakraborty has a presence. 
Whenever he’s on the screen, we can 
feel as if he’s the big wise giant with a 
massive scar that he’s been trying to 
hide over decades. The camera work 
while he was on screen was amazingly 
convincing.  

There’s a scene were a small kid is 
distributing pamphlets asking Pandits 
to leave Kashmir, that is the scale of how 
it felt. A kid looking at a giant. That was 
his presence. 

Pallavi Joshi does an amazing job as 
someone who’s trying to be in the 
negative role of someone brainwashing 
the youth to fulfill her mission of making 
them go against the Government.  

A lot of ideological ironies happened 
with her character that further justified 
the point of the film’s political structure. 
While thinking and discussing about her 
character arc, we come to a point where 
the realization of how successful her 
plan would be if she could get a Hindu 
as a leader of a movement that 
represents Muslims.  

She was like the puppeteer and 
everyone were merely her marionettes  
throughout, until one ended up 
catching the strings. There’s a shot 
where’s she’s singing “Hum Dekhenge” 
and the focus goes to her hand and, as 
she waives it, everyone starts yelling 
“Azadi,” which in a way symbolizes the 
puppeteer ideology.  

When we talk politics, it’s usually what 
happens on both sides. Brainwashing, 
misguiding, sugarcoating, etc — 
filmmakers made a point to highlight 
these aspects.  

Darshan Kumar’s portrayal is that of a 
brainwashed students who, just like us, 
believes the word of mouth and ends up 
falling for the bait but eventually ends 
up with files of evidence.  

That’s when he gives the very amazingly 
written monologue in one take which, 
on every watch, makes our eyes stick to 
the screen. The voice is so strong with 
emotion that it’s impossible to ignore.  

I loved the little callback when his 
grandfather, Pushkar Nath Pandit 
(Anupam Kher) said, in a flashback, 
“Mother Saraswati is the Goddess of 
knowledge. Sharda is another name of 
Saraswati. In darkness, Sharda shall show 
you the light.”  

In the end, after knowing that he had 
been supporting the very people who 
murdered his parents, he comes to light. 
Sharda took him to the light. He lashes it 
all out in that very speech that criticizes 
everything that is wrong with the 
system and how the youth, 
metaphorically and philosophically, is 
the cause of genocide because, not only 
they deny the existence of such a 
heinous act, they stand with the very 
people who caused it.  

The government back then is happily 
inviting the criminals responsible 
shaking hands as if they are long lost 
friends. There’s a strong criticism against 
such acts in his speech.  

Basha Sumbli, who plays Sharda Pandit, 
has one of the most heartbreaking arcs 
ever. So many real stories were told 
through her. She suffered a great deal 
after losing her husband being molested 
by Maulvis and stripped publicly and, at 
the end, being cut down by a 
carpenter’s saw. It was hard to look at 
the screen.  

The cinematography of this film is very 
Beautiful, scary and bold. The shots of 
Kashmir being the beautiful ones. Shots 
of the brainwashing sessions being the 
scary ones and the shots of all the 
murders being the bold ones. It was 
difficult to look at the screen at times. 
Especially when they show Sharda’s 
death sequence which was made to 
highlight what happened to Girija Tickoo 

Continued page 16 
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in real life. A very inhumane act of 
violence.  

The choice to keep this films narrative a 
non linear one was perfect. Going back 
and forth with amazing pacing was very 
good even though, at very rare times, 
the film feels like it’s going slow.  

Those very scenes end up coming back 
full circle by the end of the film. The 
choice to cut to the scene where Farooq 
Bitta kills 24 innocents, referencing to 
“The Nandimarg massacre,” was a 
perfect choice after the speech rather 
than showing the reaction of the 
students because, in the end, we are 
those very people.  

The film talks about the Kashmir 
Genocide from different perspectives, 
one of them being the youth. It takes us 
on a journey from the perspective of a 
left wing student who is being 
manipulated by his teacher who 
happens to be close to a terrorist who 
caused Genocide in Kashmir back in Jan. 
19, 1990.  

The film follows a very ironic narrative 
where the student, Krishna Pandit 
(Darshan Kumar), son of victims who 
were brutally murdered in Kashmir, 
believes that no genocide took place 
because he wasn’t taught that in his 
institute. Instead, he claims that 
everyone who thinks differently is 
brainwashed. At a particular scene, he 
blames the Hindus for being the 

oppressors and justifies the Genocide 
saying it is something that happened 
because the minorities were so tired of 
oppression.  

Why do Kashmiri Muslim children have 
to grow up without knowing their 
parents? Who hears their nameless 
voice? Who will give them justice? Who 
will give them freedom?  

On the contrary, we are shown that 
Krishna has never known who his 
parents were either. Which, in fact, is 
inspired by a true story. As a thematic, 
this comes full circle during the final act 
of the film when the students of the 
university perform a song called “Hum 
Dekhenge (we’ll see)” by Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz during the electoral speech day.

Faiz was a communist who employed 
traditional religious imagery to attack 
political structures in his quest for 
revolution.  

Now, originally, this song was written by 
Faiz Ahmed Faiz in 1979, two years after a 
military coup in Pakistan by General Zia-
ul-Haq and sung by Iqbal Bano in 1986. 
The poem called out Zia, in a very 
philosophical sense of the way and 
criticized him for being a worshipper of 
power and not Allah. The song criticized 
those who saw themselves as Gods and 
idols and spoke against them saying, 
“Jab arz-e-khuda ke kaabe se, Sab but 
uthwaaye jaayenge Hum ahl-e-safa 
mardood-e-haram masnad par baithaye 
jaayenge.” 

The translation of this verse goes 
something like, “When from the abode 
of God (Kaaba) all idols will be removed, 
Then we the faithful, who were debarred 
from sacred places, Will be placed on 
the royal seat.”. 

This song was written to criticize 
oppressive systems and not the God 
fearing, God loving beliefs of the people, 
which is why I often term the use of this 
song as controversial because people 
tend to refer to it without understanding 
the proper meaning of it.  

It came out at a time when Pakistan and 
its people had been forced into 
submission by Zia’s military regime. 

Sarees were banned in Pakistan as it was 
against Pakistani culture and Iqbal Bano 
sang this song in a crowd full of people 
wearing a black saree in retaliation. 

Since then, it’s been a voice against 
oppression. Calling it anti-Hindu doesn’t 
make sense, nor does using it to hide 
the truth about what happened.  

Now, while using this song in the 
electoral campaign where they were 
forming a movement to “Free Kashmir,” 
they were implying that it’s the state 
that is oppressing them.  

The movie established how the 
genocide was neglected, denied and, 
when spoken of, the students further 
denied its existence. In a way, they end 
up being the reason for the genocide. 
This is also then called out by Krishna in 
his speech when he blamed the youth.  

The film offers accurate descriptions on 
how the world reacted to the 
transgression. The newspaper snippets, 
the TV recordings and its recreations 
and stories all are accurate. Even the 
words used are accurate. The film 
criticizes the media system and how 
they hide the real news, changing it with 
“fake news” instead.  

This also calls out hypocrisy for singing 
the song because, the music literally 
criticized those who act like gods and 
messiahs and she endorses the very 
thing that the song is criticizing.  

If she really believed in the freedom of 
the people, she could’ve done the same 
without denying and brainwashing 
students about the genocide. It 
happened and acknowledging the event 
should’ve been the way to go. But just 
like her, everyone is brainwashed to the 

“When it came to our acting, we had to lock our 
emotions and keep them aside, because when it came 
to the character of Radhika Menon and how it was to 

be portrayed, if I hadn’t done it that way, then the 
other narrative that has kept these people’s voices 

unheard for so long, that'd have been dif!cult to bring 
out. Because I’d have "own in with the same emotion 

as them (victims). Hence, I had to remove the 
emotions out of my consciousness and I had to focus 

on the character”
—  Pallavi Joshi

“
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 core. We have a scene in a hospital 
where an Islamist terrorist asks the 
doctors to not treat the Kafirs or non-
Muslims because it’s an “Allah ka 
Farman” or “An order from God.”  

We get a clear picture of how they 
terrorized the locals with slogans like 
“Raliv, Galiv ya Chaliv” (Convert, die or 
run) and how the youth uses system’s 
secular nature as a loophole to 
encourage a non-secular act by wanting 
to make Kashmir an Islamic republic. 

While the filmmakers were researching 
the exodus they came cross a man who 
lived in Kashmir with his wife and a little 
girl. They were expecting their second 
child.  

The man was in Jammu for work when 
he heard about what was happening 
back in Kashmir. He immediately rushed 
there to rescue his wife and child.  

They did not have time to pack any 
clothes or necessities and, when they 
started living in the camps of Jammu, 
they shared tents with 10 to 15 people 
and there they realized that they have 
nothing left and it'd be impossible for 

them to pay for the life and education of 
two children. With a heavy heart, they 
aborted the second child.  

All so they could focus on the one child 
who is already suffering with them.  

This reminded me of the movie “For 
Sama” where a mother apologies to her 
daughter throughout the documentary 
for bringing her into the “cruel world.” 
The pain is universal.

It was very irresponsible of the 
government back then to give ₹2 Lakh 
to the families of the terrorists who 
decided to surrender and only ₹600 a 
month to those who were living in the 
refugee camps.  

The government scheme to reward ₹2 
lakh had become a loophole within the 
terrorist community where they would 
buy weapons with the money and 
surrender more of their men.

The part about how parents sacrificed so 
much for their children hits me the most 
because that is something even my 
parents continually do for me. I am a 

rigid and egoistic person and I never 
truly acknowledge it, but my parents 
have sacrificed so much of their 
happiness for me and, when I saw 
Pushkar Nath Pandit choose the cheap 
lenses so he can afford education for his 
children despite having so many 
diseases, I was in tears during every 
watch.  

We as children may end up being selfish 
but our parents, they’d happily give their 
lives for us. Even if they seem so harsh. 
It’s all because they want to see the best 
of us.  

When it comes to giving a life, Sharda 
suffered a great deal. She ate the blood 
soaked rice so her children and father-
in-law could survive and lived all her life 
trying to hide from the rapist tyrants 
who eventually made her strip in front of 
everyone, ultimately killing her with a 
carpenter saw. It’s so harsh and no part 
was sugarcoated.   

When people come to say they finally 
feel like someone understood their pain, 
they are absolutely right about it.  

Not only did the directors understood it, 
they made us all go through it.  

No political motivations are covered and 
endless debates have led the country 
into ruins.  

More-so they keep debating. They are 
the reason to why Kashmiri Hindus and 
moderate Muslims were never given the 
justice they deserve.  

This film acts on the solid proof as to 
why we need to keep politics aside for a 
moment and focus on what really 
matters.  

If we start talking politics, it goes both 
ways to a never ending extent.  

One event leading to another, and that’s 
a big chronology.  

While discussing this film, people go, 
“I'm not supporting it unless they 
acknowledge the other incident that 
happened back in the day.”  

That really is just going to end up in a 
big loop until we all forget it… again. 

Rating this movie is not something I’m 
going to do here. However, I urge people 
to watch this film. It's a necessity.
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More than a bird, more than a 
plane, Superman is a friend 

Domenic Purdy

Growing up, I didn’t much care about Superman. In fact, I found 
him boring.  Sure, he was the fore-bearer of the superheroes I 
held so dear. But he was flawless, both physically and morally. 
What’s so interesting about someone who can solve any 
problem just by punching it and just being the best there was? 

But over time, as I got to know Clark 
Kent on a more personal level, I 
realized it wasn’t the heat vision, the 

super strength or the ability to leap tall 
buildings in a single bound that made him 
super. Soon enough, it was his kind smile 
and, yes, moral perfection that turned me 
around on the Man of Tomorrow. 

When asked what Superman represents to 
people, Christopher Reeve, the actor who 
portrayed him from 1978 to 1987, described 
him in a single phrase: “a friend.”

“That’s what people really need most,” 
Reeve said in an interview promoting 
“Superman IV: A Quest for Peace” in 1987. 
“They don’t need a strong-armed, one man 
vigilante force. They need a friend.” 

For my first few years really paying 
attention to comic books and their 
characters, Superman was not the friend 
that Reeve described. He was the stoic, 
emotionless messiah figure of Zack 
Snyder’s “Man of Steel” and “Batman v. 
Superman,” or he was the inexperienced, 
rage-filled hero that graced the pages of 
the New 52. Suffice to say, I hadn’t met 

Clark Kent yet, not properly at least. And 
then I gave Peter J. Tomasi and Patrick 
Gleason’s 2016 run on the character a shot. 

Telling the stories of a more classic 
Superman more akin to the Richard 
Donner films that Reeve starred in, Tomasi 
and Gleason weren’t concerned with the 
bombastic storytelling of the New 52 or the 
religious metaphors and morally 
pondering over whether he should even be 
Superman that Snyder’s films were 
centered around. They were more 
concerned with stripping Superman down 
to the basics, yet pushing the character 
forward with the introduction of his son. 

In a way, Gleason and Tomasi’s run that 
centered around Clark Kent teaching his 
son Jonathan what Superman means, was  

Continued page 20 
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Continued page 19 

a lesson to me as a 15-year-old reader as 
to what Superman really stands for. 

Slowly, thanks to Gleason and Tomasi, I 
got to know Clark Kent on a more 
personal level. 

I realized it wasn’t the heat vision, the 
super strength or even the ability to leap 
tall buildings in a single bound that 
made him super. Soon enough, it was 
his kind smile and, yes, moral perfection 
that originally turned me away from the 
character that turned me around on the 
Man of Tomorrow.

Finally, I could see the “genuine love of 
people and always knowing that he’s 
your friend,” as Reeve described it. I 
finally met Superman, good and proper. 

But after I met Superman, I realized that 
there were still some who held my old 
belief that the Man of Tomorrow was 
boring, especially on Twitter. 

One Twitter user claims that “Superman 
is so boring; he has no struggle.” Another 
argues that “Superman is overpowered 
and by extension bland; very bland.” 

These arguments were the exact same 
things I said before getting to know Kal-
El, at least on a more personal level 
beyond just his superficial elements. 

And it was these superficial elements 
that I feel were cultivated by Snyder’s 
stoic portrayal of the character who is 
told by his parents not to help humanity 
and that he doesn’t owe mankind a 
thing. To his critics, he is merely a strong 
guy with a god complex. 

But to those who look up to the Last Son 
of Krypton, he is so much more.

For Jessica Crets, a Superman fan for as 
long as she can remember, the 
character is only boring when he is 
written by people who don’t understand 
his ideals. 

“If all someone sees when they look at 
Superman is the powers and the 
strength and the red eyes from his heat 
vision, they're not going to do a good job 
writing him. At his core, he's about doing 
good and that's where the stakes should 
be,” Crets, @BadPostsLLC on Twitter, 
said. “We live in a very dark time. It's 
good to have a character who is a 
piercing light of positivity that pushes 
back the dark. That's what Superman is.” 

It’s his purity and lack of cynicism that 
draws Crets back to Superman over and 
over, something extremely valuable in 
this day and age, she said.

Superman, to others, still holds the same 
ideals he had when he was created, 
especially in the world we live in today. 

“The Golden Age had it right; a social 
champion fixing the evils of a world 
poisoned by war profiteers, 
businessmen, abusers and ‘the man,’” 
Twitter user @profofevil explained. “Then 
have what makes Superman tick and 
what could make him relevant. Because 
those evils still remain. And it's a job for 
Superman to make things right.” 

From classic stories like “What’s So 
Funny About Truth, Justice and the 
American Way?” and “Superman: The 
Animated Series,” to more modern 
interpretations like the current “War 
World Saga” that sees the hero 
depowered and fighting as a 
revolutionary gladiator, Superman 
means something different to every 
person, but a common theme arises: his 
relentless pursuit of the good. 

“He represents the constant human 
strive to do good and seek justice and 
symbolizes the hope of the presence of 
the potential for good within each and 
every one of us,” Twitter user @itsmukil 
said. 

Superman isn’t like Batman; the former’s 
entire character is built around how in-
tune with humanity he is. Batman has 
the ability to be dark and gritty or 
cartoony and light-hearted. For me, 
Superman just doesn’t have that ability. 

He is the best of us. In fact, he is what we 
strive to be, even if we will never achieve 
his ideal. 

“Superman’s ideals are something for 
everyone to strive for,” Twitter user 
@KevinTalks12 said. “He is a man trying 
his best in this world and that is what 
everyone tries to do every day.”

In one of the rare moments that 
Snyder’s depiction truly encapsulates 
the ethos of Superman, Clark’s birth 
father, Jor-El, tells him that he will “give 
the people of Earth an ideal to strive 
towards.” 
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“They will race behind you, they will 
stumble, they will fall,” Jor-El says. “But in 
time, they will join you in the sun, Kal. 
You will help them accomplish 
wonders.”

Superman isn’t a hero because he 
punches bad guys; he’s a hero because 
we look up to him and want to be better 
versions of ourselves because of him. 
Fans of Superman don’t just read his 
stories to see if he can beat Doomsday, 
but to see if he can lift mankind up with 
him as he fights to protect us, 
oftentimes from ourselves. 

It’s the little things that draw fans, like 
me, back to Superman.

Grant Morrison’s “All-Star Superman” 
features a moment where a girl, after 
thinking her therapist stood her up, 
attempts to take her own life. With tears 
in her eyes, she is stopped by Superman. 
“Your doctor really did get held up, 
Regan,” he says. 

“It’s never as bad as it seems,” Superman 
tells the girl as he hugs her. “You’re 
much stronger than you think.” 

And it doesn’t even have to be 
something as drastic as saving someone 
from taking their own life. Superman, as 
depicted in the 1978 film, can save a little 
girl’s cat from a tree with a smile and 
brighten the world, even just a little bit.

The best Superman stories put 
emphasis on the man, while 
downplaying the super. He is still a boy 
raised in Smallville by two loving parents, 
after all; the most down-to-Earth origin 
possible. 

It’s not the strength he holds that 
people gravitate towards. Looking at all 
the stories of when a Superman-type 
character goes evil like Homelander 
from “The Boys” or Omniman from 
“Invincible,” it feels wrong, like we are 
watching and reading something we 
shouldn’t.  

“He can get angry, prideful, sad or happy. 
He feels an intense loneliness by virtue 
of being the last of his race and 
frequently thinks of abandoning his 
role,” @itsmukil explained what his ethos 
on the character is. “But these struggles 
within himself and against his negative 
emotions are what make his subsequent 
victories and resolve to do good that 
much more sweeter and compelling.”

Superman does falter. He’s like any one 
of us. But when he falters, it isn’t at the 
detriment of his humanity, but because 
of it. When his father dies of a heart 
attack in Geoff Johns’ “Brainiac,” he 
doesn’t snap and turn into a dictator 
like in Tom Taylor’s “Injustice” 
when his wife and unborn 
child are killed. No, instead, 
he grabs his father’s 
body and does the 
same any of us would 
do: he weeps. 

Seeing Superman 
fight on despite 
a key part of his 
life being taken 
away is more 
impactful and 
more 
interesting than 
any story where 
he is 
overwhelmed by 
a bigger, badder 
monster than 
last time. Hell, I 
find the most 
boring stories 
about the Man of 
Steel to be the 
ones where he 

punches the bad guys instead of talking 
to them.  
 
Superman may be old-fashioned and 
corny with his blue pajamas and red 
cape. 

But he isn’t boring; he represents the 
best version of ourselves that we can 
imagine and has been that way since 
two Jewish kids named Jerry Siegel and 
Joe Shuster thought him up in 1938. 

But he isn’t real. I know that. 

The message he instils in us, however, 
very much is. No matter what, kindness 
and love for your fellow man holds more 
power in our hearts and minds than any 
strongman with laser eyes. Instead, he’s 
a prideful friend that loves mankind and, 
despite their flaws, is proud of them. 

Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
Daniel Warren Johnson’s “Generations” 
from “Superman: Red and Blue” no.5, 
Superman  tells mankind that “you are 
special. I love you” as he saves the day in 
seemingly mundane ways like feeding 
the homeless or reading to sick children. 

“I’m so proud of you,” he tells the Earth 
with a smile. 

Boring to some, but to others, this soft 
smile is a gesture from a friend. 
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Khyati Agrawal Gupta 
The storyteller who believed
I'm a big fan of storytellers. They make me believe in 
the power of creation. Writing stories is a very 
entrepreneurial skill. Furthermore, the process is now 
even more intriguing. It's a difficult task. However, it is 
extremely satisfying. 

Jainam Turakhia 

WWe usually learn about 
storytellers when they 
become famous. There are a 

lot of emotions between checkpoints, 
including disbelief, confusion, fear and 
anxiety.  

Dealing with it all is the most difficult 
challenge of all. It is about how one’s 
power of belief responds to emotions. 
Khyati is one such believer.

Khyati Agrawal Gupta is a bestselling 
author of the ongoing fantasy fiction 
Kalith Series and Bhama Duology. She’s 
also a professional doodle artist and the 
founder of dOOdle BARF (est. 2015).  

She is a double graduate in animation 
and business administration, with a 
diploma in psychological counseling. 
She recently came out with Irresistible 
India, her first adult coloring book of 
hand-drawn soulful mandalas and 
Indian doodles.

Khyati’s books hold records with the 
India Book of Records and Asia Book of 
Records, and have ranked at the top 
consistently in the Amazon India 
bestseller listing.  

She has been featured in newspapers 
like The Asian Age, Deccan Chronicle, 
DTNext, Telangana Today and on 
covers of magazines like Torch Head 
and Literary Voice.

I first met Gupta in May 2019 at her 
book signing event, a first time for me. 
Meeting storytellers is a different kind 

of happiness and my 
encounter with her was 
definitely out of this world. 
She was thoughtful and 
inspiring. Her motivations 
were spot on and she 
knew exactly what she 
was doing.  

I’ve always known her to 
be very social. I read her 
books and came across 
small details that I find 
amusing, which I tell her 
about, and she is always 
eager to discuss. 

Her enthusiasm for her 
stories speaks 
volumes. Maybe that’s 
what draws me so 
deeply into her world.  

Her story has a life 
of its own, which is 
not something I 
often say. 
Everything has a 
place in the grand 
scheme of things, 
from the 
intriguing 
character arcs to 
the world building to 
the motives and plot.  

I recently had the 
opportunity to speak with 
her again for this spring 
issue, and I couldn’t be 
happier. 
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What do you do for a living Khyati?

Up until recently, I was a full-time novelist. 
Currently, I have been working as the head of 
content with a sales and marketing firm apart 
from being a part-time fantasy fiction writer. I 
also work as a freelance doodle artist.

I’ve heard you like Superheroes. When did 
you first start getting into their lore? 

Ever since I was three or four years old, I was a 
big-time book geek. I especially loved reading 
about magical worlds, humans with 
supernatural abilities, and old myths and 
legends. And as it is in most cases, my reading 
preferences have shaped my writing.

Do you read comics?

Yes, of course. And that doesn't go just for 
superhero comics from the Marvel and DC 
universe (I loved Flash, Justice League, X-Men 
and Captain America). As a child, I was reading 
comics ranging from TinTin and Asterix to 
Ghostbusters and Archies. I have always loved 
the visually creative way in which the story was 
drawn out and depicted, in storyboarding style. 

When did you first think about Kalith?

Back in 2016, I had zoned out in a mall food 
court and was thinking about what kind of 
physics would be involved if a person was to 
phase from one place to another, especially if 
they were to accidentally transport themselves 
back in time. And that was how Kalith was 
born.

What were your ideologies with the world 
you were trying to create when you first 
started writing?

I have always believed that you don't need to 
be the most intelligent or the most courageous 
person in the room to do what is right. And 
that's my first book is about the origin story of 
nine warriors, all of them- quirky, average or 
messed up in their own ways, and how they 
work hard to bring out the best version of 
themselves and each other, and ended up 
being the heroes that their world needed.

How have you progressed with them now 
that you’ve written 3 books spanning over 2 
different storylines?

With my first two books, I was more careful 
about appealing to a wider audience and 
played it safe when it came to the main 
characters and the world they interacted with. 

But with my third book, Centaurs of Kabecka: 
Mahika, I started addressing things that I 
question, worry about and want to change in 
my reality, and started depicting and talking 

through the characters about issues that were 
uncomfortable and yet need to be discussed- 
like societal bias, mental health issues, 
representation of the LGBTQ community, 
women empowerment, domestic violence, etc.

How was it like when you first started 
writing?

It felt like a release. There is no other feeling like 
it. I could create, travel, and write about all 
these magical lands and creatures. The 
possibilities were endless. I immediately knew it 
was my calling for this life. 

What’s your writing kryptonite?

I always seem to struggle with the big climax at 
the end of my book. Up until the moment that 
I have cracked it, I feel restless. I keep looking 
around through blank spaces, trying to pull out 
theories from thin air.

Do you believe in writer’s block?

Yes, definitely. It can happen to anyone. 
Sometimes a writer can get stuck in the middle 
of a plotline. Other times they can just run out 
of motivation, or even creativity.  

The best thing to do is to not let it bother you 
and to direct your energy into another section 
of your story.

How did publishing your first book change 
your process of writing?

There is a lot that a writer can learn from 
publishing their first book. I learned about the 
importance of optimizing the book-length, 
whether it was to keep the reader engaged or 
to reduce the cost of publishing.  

I also learned that some sections (like romantic 
angles, in my case) need to be woven into the 
story even if they don't appeal to the writer, so 
as to cater to a wider audience.

During the creative process, how much 
influence do you think external proof 
reading had on your writing? Does it change 
the tonality of your work in any capacity? 

So far, I've been very lucky as none of my books 
have undergone any kind of changes when it 
comes to the story, dialogue or tone.  

Even for things like grammar and punctuation, 
I've always been very thorough with my 
manuscripts and therefore I haven't ever 
needed too much input from any editor for my 
fantasy fiction books.

Continued page 24 
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From page 23

What was your parents’ reaction? 
Were they supportive or did they 
want you to be on a safer side? 

My entire family- parents, sister, and 
even my grandparents- were extremely 
supportive of my decision to leave two 
lucrative job opportunities to pursue 
writing.  

They had witnessed my love for books, 
comics, and films all their life, and 
especially after reading the first draft of 
my manuscript, they were very 
optimistic about my wanting to set out 
to become a fantasy fiction writer in 
India.

How impactful do you think your 
writing has been to you in your 
personal life?

I live through my books. I put everything 
into the worlds that I fabricate and love 
experiencing alternate realities through 
them.  

My books have helped me find my voice 
and unleash my creativity. And the 
response to my books has really helped 
get through me my lowest moments.

Where do you plan on taking your 
writing next?

There are many books in the pipeline, 
including Kalith Book 3 and Bhama 
Book 2. I have also been working on 
three separate standalone fiction books 
that should come out over the next few 
years.

How has art impacted your life?

Art is everywhere. It gives a voice to the 
soul. It suffocates me to imagine a world 
where I would not be able to design 
these worlds.

Do you reference other literary works 
in your writing?

Not really. Most of my work this fantasy 
fiction. And therefore the only research I 
have to do is regarding the already 
established rules around certain laws of 
science, existing creatures and time 
periods, and studying different places 
around the globe.

What is your favorite childhood book?

The Harry Potter series.

What are your favorite books now?

The Alchemist has been one of my 
favorite books. I had recently started 
reading Untamed by Glennon Doyle and 
Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi 
Adeyemi, and have been liking them.

Have you read anything that made 
you think differently about fiction?

I had started reading up on some of Neil 
Gaiman’s work and it was definitely very 
intriguing.

Do films inspire your writings?

No, not really. My writing is mostly 
inspired by the books I read while 
growing up.

What are some of your favorite films?

Silver Linings Playbook, It's Kind of a 
Funny Story, the Marvel and DC movies, 
and The Bucket List are a few of my 
favorite films.

How many hours a day do you write?

It really depends. Some days are easier 
when I am at the peak of my vision and 
intuition, and the words just flow. I can 
write for up to 8 hours on such days. On 
worse days, I can write for about 2 hours.  

How long on average does it take you 
to write a book? 

My entire process of researching, 
developing the story and characters, and 
actually writing can take from around 7 
to 9 months.

Does writing energize or exhaust 
you?

It always energizes.

Do you Storyboard scenes while 
writing them? How does that help 
you?

I usually have to storyboard the action 
sequences that I am writing. It helps me 
better envision the scenes and the 
response of the characters.

What's the one thing you don't like 
about the creative process?

Writing the book itself is not as much of 
a problem for an author, as much as 
publishing, promoting, and selling the 
book is.  
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The process of editing the manuscript 
is what I find to be especially tiresome. 

What does literary success look like 
to you? 

Success can mean different things for 
different people.  

For me, success is not about becoming 
a rich and celebrated writer.  

For me, it is about sharing the 
experience of the worlds I manufacture 
and the characters in them with more 
and more readers, and for my stories to 
live through them forever.

Did you ever consider writing under 
a pseudonym?

The primary reason I write is for the 
love of fantasy fiction and superhuman 
stories.  

The second reason is that I love 
connecting with people who have read 
my stories and can resonate with 
them. 

And therefore I can never imagine 
writing under a pseudonym. It beats 
the whole purpose of writing for me.

Do you want each book to stand on 
its own, or are you trying to build a 
body of work with connections 
between each book? Like Marvel 
building up to the Avengers or DC 
building up to the Justice League?

Currently, both my ongoing series are 
set in different time zones, and so 
there has been no such connection by 
far.  

But yes, I plan on building connections 
with different characters and places 
through my future works.

If you could tell your younger writing 
self anything, what would it be?

To start believing sooner that I could 
write!

As a writer, what would you choose 
as your mascot/avatar/spirit animal?

To tell you the truth, David Rose’s 
character from Schitt's Creek is like my 
spirit person or whatever.  

If not fiction, what genre would you 
be writing in? 

Mystery and thrillers.

Do you read your book reviews? 
How do you deal with bad or good 
ones?

Oh, I read ALL of them. I love finding 
out what resonated with my readers, 
what they felt about the book, and if 
they enjoyed experiencing the world I 
fabricated.  

In fact, whenever I am feeling low or 
doubting my capabilities, I like to go 
through some of the good reviews that 
my books have received.  

As for the bad ones, I have been very 
lucky because I have hardly had any.  

Reading a bad review only bothers me 
for a few hours, after which I can go 
back and go through them more 
objectively to understand what I can 
probably change and improve.

How do you feel when you meet 
readers at a library or a book store or 
at book signings?

It is the best feeling to be able to 
discuss the worlds and characters that 
I create with other people who have 
experienced them through my writing.  

I love discussing what my readers 
thought about the incidents, villains, 
plotlines, superpowers, and characters 
of my books and how, if at all, my 
books have impacted their life. 

How many unpublished and half-
finished books do you have?

I have two unpublished books which I 
wrote before Kalith.  

As for unfinished novels, there are five 
that I had started, left at some point 
and keep going back to, time and 
again.

What are you focusing on writing 
currently?

I am currently focusing on writing a 
stand-alone book that would have a 
string of short stories.

When can we expect your next 
book?

Hopefully by the end of this year.
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Where heroes are born and the story continues  


