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 On Wednesday, Feb. 23, mount-
ing tensions !nally boiled over in 
Europe when President Vladimir 
Putin announced Russia would be 
“de-militarizing” and “de-nazify-
ing” Ukraine in what he referred 
to as a “special military opera-
tion.” In addition to addressing 
the people of Russia and Ukraine, 
Putin also turned his message 
brie"y to the rest of the world. 
His words held a grim promise to 
anyone who attempted to inter-
vene in the con"ict, pledging 
“consequences greater than any 
of you have faced in history.” 
From that moment on things in 
Ukraine were about to change for 
the worse. It didn’t take long for a 
political response from the West-
ern countries and other European 
countries that were concerned 
with the future of Ukraine if Rus-
sia continued with their invasion. 
President Biden publicly con-
demned the “unprovoked and 
unjusti!ed attack” by the Russian 
military. North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization#  (NATO) Secretary 
General, Jens Stoltenberg, vocal-
ized during a virtual seminar that 
NATO is working towards a world 
of democracy and emphasizing 
how “we are stronger and safer 
when we stand together.”# 
 In just an hour's time, Russia 
had advanced into Ukraine from 
all sides, leading to full evacua-
tion of all airports and leading to 
the Foreign Minister of Ukraine, 
Dmytro Kuleba, announcing this 
was not just a Russian military 
operation, but a “full-scale inva-
sion” on the country. He also 
went on to say “This is a war of 
aggression. The world can and 
must stop Putin. The time to act 
is now.” This alarming statement 
seemingly kicked the world into 
gear, and slowly but surely the 
world began to show their sup-
port for the people of Ukraine in 
terms of political aid and sanc-
tions against Russia and its lead-
ers.# 
 While an emergency United 
Nations (UN) Security Council 
meeting was held, the situation in 
Ukraine worsened. During the 
meeting, Russia’s Ambassador of 
the UN, Vassibly Nebenzia, tried 
to assure the world that there 
was no real threat to Ukraine, as 
Russia was simply there for the 
people Russia deemed as “junta.” 
He went on to !nish his remarks 
by saying, “In conclusion, we 
aren’t being aggressive against 
the Ukrainian people but against 
the junta that is in power in 
Kyiv.”# 
 The declining stability in 
Ukraine proved differently, how-
ever. In response to Putin's tele-
vised statement, Ukraine's par-
liament passed a law that gave 
rights to its citizens to carry 
!rearms in public. While echoes 
of explosions loom closer, civil-
ians within Mariupol and eastern 
Ukraine rush to leave their homes 
in hope of safer grounds. Reports 
of intense shelling in Eastern 
Ukraine were "ooding in, and the 
entire airspace of Ukraine was 
shut down. 
 At 1:00 A.M. on Thursday, a 
mere hour after Vassibly’s words, 
The Ukrainian Border Guard Ser-
vice announced that not only 
were Russian soldiers invading 
from Russia, but attacking from 
Belarus as well. In response, the 
President of Ukraine, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, declared a 30 day pe-
riod of martial law. As the !rst 
night of !ghting came to a close, 
President Zelenskyy made a pub-
lic offer from the government, 
say ing they would supp ly 
weapons to any civilian who 
wanted to !ght. In just four 
hours, history began to repeat 
itself as the worst attack in Eu-
rope since World War II took 
form.# 

   As time passes and the condi-
tion of the Ukrainian people 
worsens, the world is taking 
steps to put pressure on Putin to 
bring an end to the !ghting. Al-
though the Foreign Minister of 
Russia insists “nobody is going to 
attack the people of Ukraine,” 
and assures that there have not 
and will not be “strikes on civil-
ian infrastructure or the person-
nel of the Ukrainian army,” the 

civilian death toll steadily rises 
along with reports of Ukrainian 
military bunkers and civilian 
apartment buildings being tar-
geted for shelling attacks. If !rst-
hand accounts of these tragedies 
or images of people huddling 
together, taking shelter in desig-
nated stations aren’t enough to 
dispute these claims, President 
Zelenskyy publicly accused the 
Russian military of attacking 
“kindergartens and civilian in-
frastructure.”# 
 In response to the aggression 
that the Russian military is at-
tacking with, multiple countries 
around the world took to placing 

sanctions on the country and its 
leaders. Some are taking more 
drastic measures, such as the 
Federated States of Micronesia 
who have severed their diplomat-
ic ties with Russia in protest of 
the invasion of Ukraine. Even the 
Taliban is calling for Russia to 
rush towards a resolution to the 
war through “dialogue and peace-
ful means.” 
 In addition to the sanctions, 

funding for the Ukrainian military 
has been agreed upon by many 
countries around the world. 
While Putin continues to insist 
that there is “no other way to 
defend Russia other than by in-
vading Ukraine,” the world sees 
the historic !rst activation of the 
NATO Response Force who are 
ready to deploy if there seems to 
be a need to get involved with 
ground action for the defense of 
NATO countries. As of Friday 
night, the United States offered to 
extract the President of Ukraine, 
but Zelenskyy respectfully de-
clined the offer and chose to stay 
in Ukraine with his people. 
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RUSSIA’S INVASION SPARKS CONCERN
World watches with bated breath as tensions boil over into violence

By Logan Kent  
and Selena Lane 

Daily Planet reporters

Chernobyl radiation 
changes detected 

————— 
 Ukrainian of!cials have re-
ported higher levels of radiation 
after Russian troops captured the 
Chernobyl power plant, the site 
of one of the world’s worst nu-
clear accidents. The plant is lo-
cated approximately 60 miles 
north of Kyiv. White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki said the US 
was "outraged by credible re-
ports" of hostages being held at 
the facility.  

Daily Planet to start 
podcast series 

————— 
 The Daily Planet has recently 
announced a new podcast series. 
The podcast will center around 
interviews and exclusives, with 
topics of discussion varying from 
news, entertainment and so 
much more. The series will be 
hosted by Zack Benz, Brianna 
Taggart and Daily Planet contrib-
utors. It will focus on real con-
versations with real people. 

Ukrainian citizens take up 
arms to defend nation

Even as global attention fades, the humanitarian crisis in eastern Ukraine is deteriorating. Photo courtesy of UNHCR 

Swift geopolitical response  
 All over the world, people are 
stepping up and doing what they 
can to support the people of 
Ukraine. In the country itself, 
some citizens are stepping up, 
bearing arms, and defending 
their city alongside the military. 
Local media is advising civilians 
to prepare Molotov cocktails, and 
a brewery in Lviv, Ukraine 
switched their production to 
producing the explosives in 
mass.  
 In Russia, thousands of citi-
zens took to the streets day after 
day across major cities in protest 
of the war they never asked to be 
a part of. Although the Kremlin 
has made it clear that the gather-
ings are deemed illegal without a 
permit due to their size and over 
2,600 arrests have been made, 
the Russian citizens show persis-
tence in making their opinion 
about this war known.# 
 Meanwhile, all over the world 
people are doing whatever they 
feel will help to slow the progres-
sion of Russia’s advancement in 
Ukraine. Major soccer and 
NASCAR events have been pulled 
out of Russia where they were 

scheduled to be held and are 
relocating. The hit music compe-
tition Eurovision has banned 
Russia from competing this year, 
as well as many airlines ending 
partnerships with the Russian 
airline Aero"ot. 
 Actions are being taken against 
Russian propaganda on social 
media, with popular platforms 
doing what they can to ban Russ-
ian propaganda as well as You-
Tube demonetizing channels 
such as Russia Today. A well 
known hacker group, Anony-
mous, has declared an ongoing 
cyberwar on Russia until they 
pull back from Ukraine. So far 
these attacks have downed gov-
ernment websites, including that 
of the Kremlin, propaganda sites, 
successfully breached and leaked 
the database of the Russian Min-
istry of Defense website, and 
hacked Russian TV channels.# 
 The tension continues to build 
in Europe as the world waits to 
see what will happen next. In the 
meantime, multiple countries will 
continue to put pressure on Rus-
sia in hopes to usher in the end 
of the invasion on Ukraine.# 

The people’s rise to action 

“This is a war of aggression. The world can and must 
stop Putin. The time to act is now.” 

— Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba

“

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky appeared on social media shortly after midnight, 
warning his people that the coming hours would be decisive. 

More than 1,700 peaceful protesters have been arrested in 53 Russian cities for participat-
ing in anti-war protests. All are facing charges of treason. Photo taken from Twitter 

 In a speech to the Ukrainian 
public on Saturday afternoon, 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said “We’ve derailed their plan.” 
He continued with a plea for 
people from abroad to join the 
!ght “directly” and “in a united 
way.” 

 “Every friend of Ukraine who 
wants to join Ukraine in defend-
ing the country please come 
over, we will give you weapons.” 
 198 Ukrainians have been 
killed, including three children. 
An estimated 3,500 Russian sol-
diers have been killed and 200 
have been taken prisoner. 

OVERNIGHT

 Ukrainian forces battled Russ-
ian troops on the streets of 
Kharkiv as Russian forces broke 
into the country's second-largest 
city early on Sunday. On Sunday 
afternoon, Kharkiv governor 
Oleh Synyehubov reiterated 
Ukraine's control over the city. 
Earlier, explosions were heard in 
Kyiv after people in the capital 
city were warned to take shelter 
immediately due to an expected 
Russian air raid, CNN reports. 
More than 200,000 people have 
"ed Ukraine since Russian 
troops invaded the country, 
according to the UN. 
 Invading Russian forces have 
blown up a gas pipeline in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine 's second 
largest city, said Ukraine Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
of!ce. The government warned 
that smoke from the blast could 
cause an "environmental cata-
strophe." 
 The Ukrainian president said 
he has submitted an application 
aga ins t Russ ia to the In-
ternational Court of Justice.  
 Ukraine has submitted its 
application against Russia to the 
ICJ,” President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky said. “Russia must be 
held accountable for manipulat-
ing the notion of genocide to 
justify aggression. We request an 
urgent decision ordering Russia 
to cease military activity now 
and expect trials to start next 
week.” 
 The U.S. government urged 
Zelenskyy early Saturday to 
evacuate Kyiv but he turned 
down the offer saying he needs 
artillery, not a ride to safety. 
Zelenskyy remains in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian troops 
continue to repel 
Russian advance 
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