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Grant Gustin in final 
negotiations for new 

‘The Flash’ deal

‘Batgirl’ casts Ivory 
Aquino as first trans 
character in DC film

Jason Momoa joins 
‘Fast Fam’ in future 

Fast 10 movie 

 On Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022, 
millions of Americans watched 
the conclusion of "Women of the 
Movement," ABC's six-episode 
limited series on the grisly mur-
der of Emmett Till and how his 
mother’s fight for justice influ-
e n c e d t h e C i v i l R i g h t s 
Movement.  
 Aired over the course of three 
weeks in January 2022, "Women 
of the Movement" was created by 
Marissa Jo Cerar and directed by 
Gina Prince-Bythewood. The 
miniseries focuses on Emmett 

Till's mother, Mamie Till-Mobley 
(Tony Award-winning actress 
Adrienne Warren) and her seem-
ingly futile pursuit of justice for 
her murdered son (“Space Jam: A 
New Legacy” actor Cedric Joe). 
“RED PILL” writer and director 
Tonya Pinkins portrays Mamie’s 
mother, Alma, an ever-present 
source of support throughout the 
episodes. “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League” actor Ray Fisher also has 
a recurring role as Gene Mobley, 
the steadfast man who eventually 
married Mamie Till.  

 Anne  Leung  DePies has been 
named Senior Vice President and 
General Manager of DC Comics. 
The appointment is effective 
immediately and was announced 
by Pam Lifford, President, Warn-
erMedia Global Brands and Expe-
riences to whom DePies will re-
port. DePies replaces the role 
prev ious ly he ld by Danie l 
Cherry III. 
 DePies will be responsible for 
the operations, revenue, legal, 
marketing, brand management 
and strategic planning of the DC 
business, with a special focus on 
driving DC’s international and 
digital expansion. She will part-
ner with Jim Lee, DC’s Chief Cre-
ative Officer and Publisher on 
creative, talent, and editorial 
decisions to support and drive 
DC’s aggressive story, character 
and digital plans. 
 “Anne’s deep knowledge and 
appreciation of the DC business, 
legacy and people will be invalu-
able in this new leadership role,” 
said Pam Lifford, President Warn-

erMedia Global Brands and Expe-
riences.  “She understands our 
fans, characters and stories, and 
along with Jim, will passionately 
build our DC publishing business 
to even greater heights.” 
 “I’ve worked with Anne for 
over a decade and what impress-
es me is that she gets the impor-
tance of story,” said Jim Lee, DC 
Chief Creative Officer and Pub-
lisher. “She understands it is our 
foundation, and she has literally 
woven it into our business plan 
which speaks volumes as to the 

future she envisions for DC. I’m 
super excited for this partnership 
and what is to come next.” 

 “It is incredibly humbling to 
step into this role at a place I’ve 
been for a while now,” DePies 
said. “I feel like I partially grew up 
at DC, and I’ve seen how impor-
tant we are to our fans. To get the 
chance to lead our company to 
do even more for them is a dream 
come true.” 
 DePies has been with DC since 
2011 and was most recently Se-
nior Vice President, Global 
Brands and Franchises where, as 
part of the DC leadership team, 
she developed a new strategic 
and operating focus on value 
creation by focusing the unit on 
franchises. She helped align the 
company’s business functions 
and team structure with today’s 
marketp lace rea l i t ies , and 
worked across publishing, editor-
ial, sales and marketing and key 
support functions resulting in a 
record revenue year in 2021. 
Prior to DC, DePies worked on 
acquisitions across Warner Bros. 
theatrical, television, and video 
games units. 
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Anne Leung DePies named  
DC General Manager 

OF THE MOVEMENT
How a mother's grief inspired 

the fight for civil rights
By Chelsea Daniel 

Daily Planet Contributor 

‘Superman & Lois’  
teases iconic character 

————— 
 In the season two episode of 
“Superman & Lois,” titled “The 
Ties That Bind,” which premiered 
Jan. 18, 2022, a classic DC Comics 
character was introduced. Dr. 
Faulkner, played by Catherine 
Lough Haggquist, is a geologist 
researching the Smallville mines. 
In the comics, Faulkner develops 
into supervillain Rampage. 
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Daily Planet to start 
podcast series 

————— 
 The Daily Planet has recently 
announced a new podcast series. 
The podcast will center around 
interviews and exclusives, with 
topics of discussion varying from 
news, entertainment and so 
much more. The series will be 
hosted by Zack Benz, Brianna 
Taggart and Daily Planet contrib-
utors. It will focus on real con-
versations with real people. 

Jon Kent and Dick Grayson 
share heartfelt moment 

————— 
Page 3

Cedric Joe as Emmett Till and Adrienne Warren as Mamie Till-Mobley in “Women of the Movement.” Photo courtesy of ABC 

 US officials said the Russian 
troop presence is a danger but 
Ukraine warns of causing a "pan-
ic" with that rhetoric. 
 Tensions continue to mount as 
fears of a Russian invasion of 
Ukraine persist globally. US De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin said 
during a press conference on 
Friday that Russian president 
Vladimir Putin has built up the 
military presence along the 
Ukraine border “larger in scale 
and scope than we have seen in 
recent memory.” 
 President Vladimir Putin said 
the United States and NATO had 
not addressed Russia’s main 
security demands in their stand-
off over Ukraine, but that Mos-
cow was ready to keep talking. 
 The United States and Ger-
many are increasing their warn-
ings to Moscow that natural gas 
will not flow through a major new 
pipeline from Russia to Germany 
if Russia invades Ukraine. 
 Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy criticized the US’s re-
sponse and said America was 
damaging his country’s economy 
by unduly stoking panic that 
Russia may be planning an inva-
sion. 
 In Kyiv, Ukrainian President 
Zelensky has said world leaders’ 
rhetoric about a possible incur-
sion are “causing ‘panic’ and 
destabilizing [the economy].” He 
told foreign reporters on Friday 
that the Kremlin has been a 
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Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

US officials 
say Russian 
troops are  
‘a danger’ By Lois Lane 

Daily Planet Reporter

 Each episode of “Women of the 
Movement” begins with a warn-
ing that content may be trigger-
ing due to historical and current-
day traumatic experiences. This 
warning certainly is an apt one. 
The miniseries does not shy 
away from exposing viewers to 
any of the realities facing African 
Americans in the 1940s and 50s, 
whether that be casual use of 
racial slurs or any other mis-
treatments that were prevalent at 
the time.  
 Emmett Till was a 14-year old 
African American boy from 
Chicago, Illinois who took a fate-
ful trip down to Money, Missis-
sippi with his great-uncle Mose 
Wright (acclaimed “A Different 
World” and “The Wire” actor 
Glynn Turman) in August 1955. 
After entering a neighborhood 
grocery, Emmett found himself 
accused of harassing a 21-year 
old store clerk, Carolyn Bryant 
(Julia McDermott in her first 
television role). Precise details 
on what actually occurred are 
unknown; however, it is noted 
that Bryant would later speak to 
a historian and admit that "noth-
ing that boy did could ever justify 
what happened to him". 

 A deep-seated fear amongst 
Southern White men of the time 
was that Black men (commonly 
viewed as aggressive brutes) 
were a constant threat to White 
women, who were seen as deli-
cate and pure. Bryant, well aware 
of the power her accusation held, 
informed her husband Roy 
Bryant (“Struck By Lightning” 
actor Carter Jenkins) and his half-
brother J.W. Milam (“The Walking 
Dead” actor Chris Coy) of Em-
mett Till's supposed transgres-
sions. Four days after Emmett 
visited the store, the two men 
appeared early in the morning at 
Mose Wright’s home and abduct-
ed the boy. Emmett Till was sav-
agely beaten, shot in the head, 
and then thrown into the Talla-
hatchie River. His disfigured, 
waterlogged body would not be 
found until days later. 
 Due to the violent nature of 
her son’s death and the state of 
his remains, Mamie Till-Mobley 
was advised to have a closed-
casket funeral. She refused and 
boldly allowed thousands of 
Americans to see a glimpse of the 
horrors being done to Black bod-
ies in the South.  

The miniseries

Courtesy of AP Photo

Photo by Eli Joshua Ade

 “Women of the Movement” 
comes to American viewers at a 
time when many are already em-
broiled in discussions of race. 
There are passionate debates 
about how citizens should best 
be educated about racial inequal-
ity, political stand-offs in passing 
voting rights legislation, and even 
popular social media campaigns 
calling for studio accountability 
over workplace misconduct such 
as #IStandWithRayFisher (which 
coincidentally supports one of 
the miniseries’ own actors). 
 The time slot given to the 
miniseries is just as befitting of 
its purpose. Despite the highly 
mature subject material, ABC 
aired episodes in pairs on Thurs-

day evenings, starting at 7pm. 
This enabled the network to 
reach viewers just settling down 
on the couch after dinner and 
helped to facilitate important, 
oftentimes difficult conversations 
about race for many families. The 
act of simply describing Emmett 
Till to a child is a challenging 
one. His murder is one of the 
most unsettling tragedies in 
American history, largely due to 
the victim’s own young age and 
the overwhelming lack of conse-
quences for his killers. As I 
turned on “Women of the Move-
ment” that first night, I wondered 
how many families made the 
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Digging for 
Kryptonite

 This week’s Planet Podcast 
Profile is on Digging for Kryp-
tonite: A Superman Fan Journey. 
Digging for Kryptonite is hosted 
by Anthony Desiato and exam-
ines Krypton’s Last Son across 
time and media, with deep dives 
into the creative visions, charac-
ter elements, eras and individual 
stories that have shaped the Man 
of Steel for more than 80 years. 
 Digging for Kryptonite’s latest 
series centers around the 90s 
cartoon “Superman: The Animat-
ed Series.” In Vol. 4, Anthony and 
guest Jeremy Frutkin revisit a 
collection of episodes featuring 
Superman’s rogues gal ler y. 
Episodes discussed include: 
“Identity Crisis,” “Mxyzpixilated,” 
“Bizarro’s World,” and “Little Big 
H e a d M a n ” ( B i z a r r o a n d 
Mxyzptlk); “Main Main” Parts 1-2 
(Lobo); “Warrior Queen” (Maxi-
ma); “Fun and Games” and “Ob-
session” (Toyman); and “Feeding 
Time” and “Two’s a Crowd” (Par-
asite). Vol. 5 drops February 2! 
 Digging for Kryptonite is a Flat 
Squirrel Production. Key art is by 
Gregg Schigiel and theme music 
by Basic Printer. Join the conver-
sation by becoming part of the 
Flat Squirrel Podcast Network 
Facebook Group, and follow DFK 
on Instagram (@diggingforkryp-
tonitepod) and Twitter (@digging-
forkrpod). Visit FlatSquirrelPro-
ductions.com for more film and 
podcast projects.  Scan the QR 
code bellow and listen to the 
latest episode and check out the 
entire show. 
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Anne Leung DePies 

By Anthony Desiato 
Daily Planet Contributor

·  · ·

·  · ·

Historical background
Mamie Mobley, mother of Emmett Till, pauses at her son’s casket in 1955. 

Ray Fisher and Adrienne Warren in “Women of the Movement.” 

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
http://www.otherideas.com/#/usbp/
http://dailyplanetdc.com
http://dailyplanetdc.com/contibute


 

DailyPlanetDC.com @DailyPlanetDC |    2

January 30, 2022 Dailies
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DEPIES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

DePies started her career in 
1999 at Arthur Andersen con-
sulting and holds her degrees in 
International Economics and 
Accounting from UCLA. She 
completed her MBA there in 
2005. 

RUSSIA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

threat for years and Ukrainians 
have “learned to live.” 
 However, Russia’s military 
buildup near Ukraine has ex-
panded to include supplies of 
blood along with other medical 
materials that would allow it to 
treat casualties, which is a key 
indicator of Moscow’s military 
readiness, three US officials told 
Reuters. 

The Dailies 

WOMEN 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

choice to change the channel 
simply due to the fact that their 
children were too young for the 
subject material. I watched 
“Women of the Movement” 
through the eyes of a Black 
woman in America, a new mother 
of a beautiful baby boy, and a 
teacher of students around the 
same age as Emmett Till at the 
time of his murder. This minis-
eries was not an easy watch. 
Undoubtedly, many viewers will 
feel everything from righteous 
anger to empathetic sorrow as 
they watch Adrienne Warren’s 
wonderfully evocative perfor-
mance as Mamie Till-Mobley. For 
those watching who are familiar 
with the story of Emmett Till and 
who have seen the famous image 
of his disfigured face thanks to 
Mamie Till-Mobley’s courageous 
decision to open her son’s cas-
ket, even the idea of seeing his 
body may fill them with some 

apprehension. The gruesome, 
disquieting sight of Emmett Till’s 
corpse will surely remain in 
viewers’ minds even when not 
on-screen.  
 “Don’t let people forget his age. 
It’s important.” (Reporter Simeon 
Booker to Mamie Till) 
 “Women of the Movement” 
writer Marissa Jo Cerar makes 
certain to highlight how the at-
tempt to erase Emmett Till’s age 
from the narrative surrounding 
his death impacted the results of 
his killers’ trial. The night that 
Emmett is abducted, Mose 
Wright begs Roy Bryant and J.W. 
Milam to punish the boy less 
severely due to him being only 
fourteen. After Mamie’s first 
press interview, Jet magazine 
reporter Simeon Booker (“Win-
ning Time: The Rise of the Lak-
ers” actor Miles Fowler) advises 
her to keep Emmett’s age at the 
forefront of the national conver-
sation. This advice is proved 
prescient; the lawyer represent-
ing Bryant and Milam (“American 

Crime” actor Timothy Hutton) 
purposefully calls Emmett a man 
throughout the trial proceedings. 
Indeed, one of the most frustrat-
ing tactics used by the defense is 
the insistence that the body 
pulled from the Tallahatchie 
River was not Emmett Till’s at all. 
 There is something deeply 
unnerving about hearing certain 

characters in the miniseries treat 
the brutal slaying of a child not 
with sympathy, but with dis-
missal and gaslighting. The con-
tinuous description throughout 
the trial of Emmett as an arro-
gant man making unwanted ad-
vances toward Carolyn Bryant is 
provided in sharp contrast with 
the boy who calls out for his 
mother when facing death.  

 “The death of my son has 
shown me that whatever happens 
to any of us, anywhere in the 
world, had better be the business 
of all of us.” (Mamie Till-Mobley 
addressing rally attendees at St. 
Matthew’s Methodist Church) 
“Women of the Movement” ex-
cels at its task of shining a light 
onto the dark parts of our na-

tion’s history while simultane-
ously recognizing the undeniable 
impact Mamie Till-Mobley’s ac-
tions had on the Civil Rights 
Movement.   Whether by the at-
tention to detail given to the sets 
and costuming or faithful recre-
ation of famous photographs, it 
is evident that the cast and crew 
of “Women of the Movement” 
understood the monumental 

responsibility they were taking 
on by bringing Mamie Till-Mob-
ley and Emmett Till’s story to life 
on-screen. Activist and poet 
Maya Angelou once said, “Histo-
ry, despite its wrenching pain, 
cannot be unlived, but if faced 
with courage, need not be lived 
again.” Many Americans would 
argue that we are still seeing 
incidents similar to Emmett Till’s 
murder and his killers’ subse-
quent acquittal play out again 
and again. I applaud “Women of 
the Movement” for educating its 
viewers on this dark part of our 
nation’s past and hope to see 
many more stories concerning 
Black History on television and 
on the big screen. These stories 
should not only focus on the 
daunting obstacles overcome by 
African-Americans but also the 
countless accomplishments 
achieved. Too many Americans 
know too little history and lack 
perspective on the state of the 
world today. It’s time for that to 
change. 

Continued in the next edition.
Continued from last edition

“The death of my son has shown me that whatever  
happens to any of us, anywhere in the world, had better 

be the business of all of us.” 
— Mamie Till-Mobley

“

Now streaming on Hulu
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 International actress and 
singer Natasha Burnett was born 
to South American parents and 
resides in both London and Van-
couver. 
 She began her acting career in 
2007 where her first role was on 
the British drama series, “The 
Bill.” She also starred in “The 
Magic of Motown” show where 
she played Diana Ross for four 
years. 
 “When the opportunity for 
playing Diana Ross came my 
way,” Natasha said. “I thought 
that it could be a great opportu-
nity and I could have a little fun. 
It helped me decide at one point 
to come out of theater and into 
television.” 
 Natasha took her acting inspi-
ration from the Guyanese actor 
Norman Beaton. Her mother was 
raised by Beaton’s family. Beaton 
appeared in a show called 
“Desmonds” and it was one of 
the first times Natasha had seen 
a British show centered around a 
black family. 
 In 2017, Natasha portrayed the 
character, “Supreme #1” in The 
CW’s “Supergirl” TV series. 
 “That was really fun,” she 
exclaimed. “It was a crossover 
episode where Supergirl [Melissa 
Benoist] and the Flash [Grant 
Gustin] crossed. It was such a 
great musical episode! I hadn’t 
played Diana Ross for about 
seven years at that point so it 
was fun getting to go back and 
do that again!” 
 In 2021, Natasha joined the 
cast of Hallmark’s hit series, 
“When Calls The Heart.” Cast as 
“Minnie Canfield”, the wife of the 
minister “Joseph Canfield” (Viv 
Leacock) and their children, 
“Angela Canfield” (Vienna Lea-
cock) and “Cooper Canfield” 
(Elias Leacock). Vienna and Elias 
are Viv Leacock’s children in real 
life. 
 “It was very calming coming 
into a show like that! [Estab-
lished long running series],” 
Natasha said. “There was such a 
positive energy because most of 
them have been there for so 
long! They were all willing to 
show us anything we needed to 
know. For a character, when you 

join doesn’t matter, because the 
character still has to be devel-
oped and established.” 
 Natasha says there are some 
similarities between herself and 
her Hallmark character, “Minnie 
Canfield.” 
 “I would say we are alike by 
about 60 %,” Natasha said. I do 
not have any children, that’s 
definitely the biggest difference! 
Because of the time period, she’s 
a little more reserved and I think 
I’m a little more fun and ener-
getic! I do however like her ener-
gy and playing her character. It’s 
been really fun to do!” 
 The “Canfield’s” are not only 
the first black family to be cast in 
“When Calls The Heart” but as of 
season eight, they were the only 
complete family unit of both 
parents and their children on the 
show. 
   “Angela Canfield” (Vienna 
Leacock) is blind on the series 
and a gifted piano player. 
Natasha is portraying the protec-
tive mom because of the disabili-
ty and because of the racism of 

the time period. Being cast as a 
black family in a period piece is 
something that’s not lost on 
Natasha. 
 “It was really important to me 
to get this right,” Natasha ex-
claimed. “I did a lot of research! 
Being British, it was important I 
understand the history of the 
African American and I felt for 
Hallmark, it was a big step for 
them as well! I just felt like I 

wanted to do it correctly and 
make sure that I portray it in a 
realistic yet positive light!” 
 “In playing the role of a parent 
with a disabled child [Vienna 
Leacock], it almost becomes 
personal because of the time 
period and the combination of 
her having a disability and the 
racism that was around at that 
time,” Natasha said. “You do sort 
of connect to it! I felt being in a 

new town, and navigating all of 
that as a mother, it very much 
becomes very, very personal.” 
 Discovering the “Canfield’s” 
back story and what they may 
have faced as a family before 
arriving in “Hope Valley” hasn’t 
been established yet, but has a 
lot of possibilities as a com-
pelling story of what they would 
have likely faced as a family of 
color during that period. 
 “It would be nice to see that 
because we did get a lot of mes-
sages from people wanting to 
know more about our back story 
and finding out why “Angela” 
[Vienna Leacock] is blind,” she 
said. “A lot of people want to get 
more insight and information like 
what was my character doing 
prior to arrival and how did all of 
this affect me? I’ve mentioned it 
because I think it is important to 
explore. I’m really grateful we get 
so much feedback. I think this is 
something Hallmark can cover in 
a really good way!” 
 In season 8, episode 11, “Car-
son Shepherd” (Paul Greene) 

wants to propose to “Faith 
Carter” (Andrea Brooks) in the 
cafe. He goes to the kitchen 
where he has a conversation 
w i th Natasha ’s character. 
Natasha has described this 
scene as a very raw emotional 
scene for her. 
 “I remember having to re-
hearse that scene and talking to 
the director about it,” Natasha 
said “I didn’t think ‘Minnie’ talk-
ing about ‘Angela’ (Vienna Lea-
cock) was going to be so emo-
tional for me but as I was re-
hearsing it and I got towards the 
end of what “Minnie” is saying 
about it being so difficult having 
a disabled child and it’s really 
like a weight is lifting off ‘Min-
nie’s’ shoulders! The moment for 
“Minnie” was such a big moment 
that it made me emotional.” 
 One thing Natasha has noticed 
so far is that fans of “When Calls 
The Heart” have taken to the 
“Canfield’s.” 
 “I’ve really noticed that fans 
like the family unit and the family 
dynamic,” she said. 
 Working in a period piece has 
been interesting for Natasha and 
a new experience. 
 “It has definitely been a learn-
ing experience,” Natasha said. 
“There’s a lot of things I didn’t 
know about that time period! I do 
enjoy wearing the costumes 
actually because it’s really nice 
sometimes to dress in a slightly 
more formal way and to wear 
something I normally wouldn’t 
wear!” 
 With Natasha also being a 
singer and her character being 
the wife of a minister on the 
series, there could be an oppor-
tunity for fans to see Natasha’s 
character sing if the writers 
choose to do so. 
 “I would love that! When I 
talked to Vienna Leacock, who 
plays ‘Angela,’ we talked about 
that,” she said. “Being the wife of 
the minister in small towns, my 
character would likely have in-
evitably been called to be in the 
choir or something like that at 
some point so I think it would be 
a natural transition to bring it to 
‘Hope Valley’ as well!” 
 With season nine of the series 
approaching, there are some  
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Justice League to meet  
their doom in upcoming comic 

 Joshua Williamson and Rafa 
Sandoval team up for the final 
issue of "Justice League" out on 
April 19. 
 The Death of the Justice 
League is only the beginning of 
t h e s t o r y. Wr i t e r J o s h u a 
Williamson (“Batman”) and artist 
Rafa Sandovel (“The Flash”) bring 
you the beginning of the next big 
DCU event starting in “Justice 
League no. 75,” available at local 
comic book shops and participat-
ing digital retailers on April 19!  
 “We’ve been building to the 
Death of the Justice League for 
the last year across the main 

line,” said Williamson. “I remem-
ber buying ‘Death of Superman’ 
30 years ago and now we have an 
opportunity to take that idea and 
go bigger with it. ‘Justice League 

75′ allows us to showcase why 
the Justice League are comics’ 
greatest heroes as we show the 
aftermath of the loss against their 
biggest threat ever and its impact 
on the DCU.” 
 A new Dark Army made up of 
the DCU’s greatest villains has 
formed on the edges of the Multi-
verse and the best and most 
powerful heroes are pulled to-
gether in an epic war to push the 

darkness back. In the end, the 
Justice League are killed by the 
Dark Army with only one sur-
vivor to warn the remaining he-
roes of Earth about what is com-
ing for them! 
 “Being able to draw the Justice 
League is always exciting, they 
are just the greatest superhero 
team of all time,” said Sandoval. 
“We will see a great evil coming 
out of the darkness and more 
dark characters that will be re-
vealed very soon. This book is 
just the starting point and fans 
do not want to be left behind and 
miss what is going to happen.” 

 In the season two episode of “Superman & 
Lois,” titled “The Ties That Bind,” which 
premiered Jan. 18, 2022, a classic DC Comics 
character was introduced. 
 In the episode Lois and Chrissy Beppo 
investigate the cause of continuous tremors 
centered around the Smallville mines. During 
inspection, the duo is welcomed by Dr. 
Faulkner, played by Catherine Lough Hag-
gquist. 
 In the show Dr. Faulkner is a geologist and 
the chief of operations of the AmerTek min-
ing operation taking place in Smallville. Upon 
first glance, it appears AmerTek is strictly 
overseeing the removal of x-kryptonite from 
the Shuster Mine. 
 However, after continuous tremors caused 
by Doomsday buried deep beneath Small-
ville, it’s revealed that someone nefarious is 
behind the entire opperation. 
 Even though Dr. Faulkner’s first name is 
never revealed, it is surmised that she is DC 
character Karen “Kitty” Lou Faulkner, a for-
mer S.T.A.R. Labs scientist. 
 In the comics Faulkner was an ambitious 
scientist focused on special energy-conser-
vation. An accident later turned her into the 
villain Rampage. The character first ap-
peared in “Superman” Vol 2 – no.7, published 
July, 1987, and the character was later reuti-
lized in “Starman” and made appearances in 
the Justice League animated series. 
 Rampage has a distinct physical appear-
ance with her orange skin, towering, muscu-
lar build and fiery red hair. Basically DC’s 
version of Hulk, Faulkner has the ability to 
transform to and from Rampage at will. Usu-
ally clad in bright purple, this monstrous 
behemoth is tough to miss. 
 I’m not sure if Dr. Faulkner will develop 
into the iconic super-bad, or how this char-
acter will play into the proposed Doomsday 
storyline in the show, but it’s a fun tie-in to 
Superman’s past and the name drop was 
enjoyable none-the-less. 

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

Natasha Burnett talks ‘Supergirl’ and ‘When Calls The Heart’ 
Clark Kent 

Daily Planet Reporter
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‘Superman & Lois’ 
teases iconic 

character 
By Zack Benz 

Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

 Years ago, when Robin took his first un-
certain steps away from Batman as his own 
hero, Superman stepped in and offered Dick 
Grayson crucial advice, support, and a 
name: Nightwing. Now it’s time for Nightwing 
to return the favor.  
 “Nightwing”  no.89  (2/15) and  “Superman: 
Son of Kal-El” no.9  (3/8) will cross over in a 
two-part story by Tom Taylor, Bruno Redon-
do, Adriano Lucas and Wes Abbo. 
 But before Nightwing and Superman team-
up in current continuity, fans will get sneak 
peek into their past with a look into a heart-
felt flashback scene featuring Dick Grayson 
and Jon Kent — plus Batman and Superman! 
This is a World’s Finest Dads (and a World’s 
Finest Sons) moment. 
 “Nightwing” no.89, written by Tom Taylor 
(“Dark Knights of Steel”) with art and cover 
by Bruno Redondo (“Injustice,” “Suicide 
Squad”), color by Adriano Lucas, lettering by 
Wes Abbott, featuring a card stock variant 
cover by Jamal Campbell and a 1:25 incen-
tive variant by Bengal, arrives in comic book 
stores and participating digital retailers on 
Tuesday, February 15. 
 The Superman/Nightwing crossover will 
be concluded in  “Superman: Son of Kal-
El” no.9 on sale March 8. Nightwing promised 
Clark Kent that while he’s off-planet, he 
would look after Clark’s son, Jon, as he tries 
to fill his father’s shoes as Superman. But 
with someone out there murdering super-
powered people, is Nightwing in over his 
head? 
 “Nightwing Vol. 1: Leaping into the 
Light”  (9781779512789/$24.99/HC) is avail-
able wherever books are sold. Pick up a 
copy at your local comic book shop or wher-
ever books are sold. 

By Perry White 
Daily Planet Editor

Jon Kent and Dick 
Grayson share heartfelt 

moment 

“Nightwing”  no.89 interior art by Bruno Redondo and 
Adriano Lucas. Part one of a two-part Superman/Nightwing 
comic book crossover will commence in "Nightwing" no.89 
— On Sale Feb. 15. 
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NATASHA 
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things Natasha would like to see 
for the “Canfields.” 
 “The main thing would be to 
allow the audience to see how 
‘Minnie’ came to be who she is 
today and where she wants to go 
next in her life,” Natasha said. 
“Season eight was about estab-
lishing us as a family and as indi-
viduals. Now I feel like we can 
progress their story and see if 
‘Minnie’ is going to stay at ‘Abi-
gail’s cafe,’ or find something 
else to do! I think now that she’s 
more comfortable, she may not 
be as protective over the chil-
dren and that will hopefully al-

low her to go on her own per-
sonal journey!” 
 Hallmark casting Natasha and 
her “family” on the show opens 
up a lot of potential for some 
great, compelling storylines that 
she is excited about as an ac-
tress. 
 Getting to see more of this 
gifted actress, and seeing the 
show take advantage of her tal-
ents, could bring new energy 
back to the series. One thing is 
certain, Natasha will be prepared 
if called on. 
 Fans can also see Natasha in 
the 2021 TV series “Hannah 
Swensen Mysteries” starring 
“Days of Our Lives” soap veteran 
Alison Sweeney. 

  
   
  

Photo courtesy of Natasha Burnett 

SUPERMAN & LOIS 
New episodes every Tuesday on The CW at 8/7c

 After 27 years on the court, 
Justice Stephen Breyer sent an 
official letter to the White House 
on Thursday indicating his re-
tirement would be effective 
when the court breaks for the 
summer in June or July, per the 
Supreme Court’s press office. 
 Breyer appeared at the White 
House alongside President Joe 
Biden for the announcement. 

Biden also said he intends to 
nominate the first Black woman 
to the court to fill Breyer’s seat 
and is expected to make the 
announcement before the end of 
February, multiple outlets re-
port. 
 Breyer is one of three liberal 
justices currently serving and 
the oldest member of the court 
at age 83. 

Supreme Court Justice 
Stephen Breyer officially 

announces retirement 
By Lois Lane 

Daily Planet Reporter

President Joe Biden shakes hands with Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen Breyer 
as Breyer removes his face mask to speak about his retirement in the Roosevelt Room of 
the White House in Washington, Thursday, Jan. 27, 2022. Photo by Andrew Harnik AP

 Multiple cases of highly path-
ogenic avian influenza (HPAI), 
otherwise known as bird flu, have 
been identified recently in North 
America. Canada has confirmed 
two cases of highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (Eurasian H5N1) 
in exhibition flocks in Newfound-
land as well as in some wild 
birds. 
 In the past few weeks, the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) reported 
highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(Eurasian H5N1) in a wild Ameri-
can wigeon and a blue-wing teal 
in South Carolina and in a north-
ern shoveler in North Carolina. 
 This Eurasian H5N1 virus is 
related to the HPAI viruses cur-
rently circulating in Europe and 
Asia and the virus that caused 
the 2014-2015 HPAI in Minnesota 
and elsewhere in the United 
States. Because there is cross-
over of birds between the North 
American flyways, this greatly 
increases the possibility of HPAI 
coming to Minnesota. The need 
for poultry producers to practice 
good biosecurity, increase sur-
veillance and report sick birds is 
crucial during the spring wild 
bird migratory season. 
 There are simple measures to 
reduce the risk of infecting our 
Minnesota birds. These measures 
can protect poultry from a whole 
range of diseases. The Board of 
Animal Health is asking Min-
nesota flockowners to be aware 

of the signs of influenza and to 
implement some targeted biose-
curity practices to prevent the 
virus from reaching your flock. 
 Signs of low pathogenic avian 
influenza (LPAI) in poultry are 
typically mild and can easily go 
undetected. In some flocks, birds 
may be quiet, lack energy, not eat 
well, cough and/or sneeze, and 
show a decrease in egg produc-
tion. 
 Highly pathogenic avian in-
fluenza (HPAI) in poultry is a very 
serious disease that spreads very 
quickly. Flocks infected with HPAI 
will appear extremely depressed, 
quiet and may experience a sud-
den increase in birds dying with-
out any clinical signs. Birds may 
have a lack of energy, not eat 
well, show a decrease in egg pro-
duction, have swelling and/or 
purple discoloration of the head, 
eyelids, comb, wattles, and 
hocks, and have a difficult time 
breathing. 
 If your flock is exhibiting any 
of the clinical signs of influenza 
or you believe they might have 
been exposed to birds with the 
disease, immediately call your 
veterinarian. 
 If you do not have a veterinari-
an, call the Minnesota Poultry 
T e s t i n g L a b o r a t o r y a t 
320-231-5170. Call the Minnesota 
Duty Officer if it is after hours or 
on the weekend at 1-800-422-0798. 

Increased reports of bird 
flu cause concern 

By James Olsen 
Daily Planet Reporter
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