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‘Morbius' release 
moved from Jan. 28, 
2022 to April 1, 2022

Chicago Teachers 
Union approve 

COVID-19 agreement 

‘The Batman’ to be 
two hours and 59 

minutes long 

 "Justice League" actor Ray 
Fisher responded to a recent New 
York Magazine report about Joss 
Whedon's misconduct. 
 Whedon, who has been ac-
cused of on-set abuse and racism 
by a number of actors, spoke out 
with criticism towards "Justice 
League" cast members in a recent 
New York Magazine story. 
 In an interview with New York 
Magazine, filmmaker Joss Whe-
don spoke about recent allega-
tions against him for the first time 
and crit icized the “Justice 
League” cast for their “rude” 
behavior during the reshoots. 
 Whedon, the director of Mar-
vel Studios’ blockbuster super-
hero movies “The Avengers” and 
“Avengers: Age of Ultron,” took 
over directorial duties for Zack 
Snyder on DC Comics’ “Justice 
League” after Snyder, and his 
partner and wife Deborah, 
stepped down from postproduc-
tion duties. The Snyder’s exit 
from the film was due to their 
daughter, Autumn, taking her own 
life. 
 After Whedon’s entrance on to 
the scene, “Justice League” went 
through massive reshoots and 
saw a total theme change. The 
movie also removed a large por-
tion of characters of color, as 
some viewers noted. After the 
initial theatrical release in No-
vember 2017, “Justice League” 
became a critical flop, thus bring-
ing about the famous “Release 
the Snyder Cut” movement. 
 The movement gained major 
momentum as stars, creators and 
more confirmed the existence of 
the cut, prompting fan demand to 
see it. Fans were rewarded after 
years of campaigning with a four-
hour long super epic on HBO 
Max, “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League,” which premiered March 
2021. 
 However, back in 2020, during 
the planet-wide Black Lives Mat-
ter protests following the death 
of George Floyd, Cyborg Actor 
Ray Fisher spoke up about “gross, 
abusive, unprofessional, and 
completely unacceptable” on-set 

behavior he experienced from 
Whedon. Fisher also spoke out 
against other Warner Bros. Exec-
utives for enabling this behavior, 
namely Geoff Johns, John Berg 
and Walter Hamada. 
 Fisher’s accusations were 
backed up by Aquaman actor 
Jason Momoa and Whedon later 
faced more allegations from 
Wonder Woman actor Gal Gadot 
and Charisma Carpenter, who 
played Cordelia Chase in Whe-
don’s popular supernatural teen 
series “Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” 
 Warner Media soon launched 
an Independent third party inves-
tigation into the accusations. 
According to Warner Media, the 
investigation concluded in De-
cember 2020 and “remedial ac-
tion was taken.” 
 Throughout all these endeav-
ors Whedon has stood silent, 
until today. In the interview with 
New York Magazine Whedon 
commented on his faced allega-
tions. 
 According to the article, Whe-
don once stated that he had nev-
er worked with “a ruder group of 
people” on the set of “Justice 
League.” 
 The article also spoke on the 
statements released by Gal Gadot 
Gadot last year. Gadot stated 
Whedon “threatened” her and 
said he would make  her “career 
miserable.” 
 “I don’t threaten people. Who 
does that?” Whedon told New 
York Magaz ine wr i ter L i la 
Shapiro. “English is not her first 
language, and I tend to be annoy-
ingly flowery in my speech.” 
 Gadot did not agree with Whe-
don’s version of events. 
 “I understood perfectly,” Gadot 
said. “I will never work with him 
and would never suggest any of 
my peers to work with him in the 
future.” 
 “Joss Whedon had nearly two 
years to get his story straight,” 
Fisher said in a tweet. “He’s likely 
spent tens (if not hundreds) of 
thousands of dollars on PR, crisis 
management, and coaching. And 
his response to the allegations is: 

'They all misunderstood and/or 
are out to get me—also my mom 
is sexy?’” 
 This New York Magazine inter-
view faced criticism from fans 
and readers who pointed out that 
Whedon never officially apolo-
gized, he just came up with ex-
cuses.  
 According to Whedon, none of 
the claims Fisher made about him 

were “either true or merited dis-
cussing.”  
 “We’re talking about a malevo-
lent force,” Whedon said in the 
New York Magazine interview. 
“We’re talking about a bad actor 
in both senses.” 
 “The irony is Walter Hamada is 
probably KICKING himself right 
now for trying to throw Joss 
Whedon under the bus,” Fisher 
tweeted. “Had Walter waited, he 

would’ve seen Joss had already 
bought a roundtrip ticket to run 
HIMSELF over.” 
 As the article leads, Whedon, 
the creator of “Buffy,” once “an 
icon of feminism,” is now an out-
cast accused of misogyny. Yet, in 
an era where past abusers are 
facing justice as accusations con-
tinue to surface, a question does 
arise — just how truly iconic was 
Joss Whedon behind the scenes? 

 In an exclusive interview Ali-
son Araya, from the HBO Max 
original "Peacemaker," discusses 
her role on the show, talks about 
working with John Cena and 
James Gunn and shares her expe-
riences in the entertainment in-
dustry. 
 Alison Araya is known for her 
raw performances and inventive 
storytelling abilities. Alison can 
be seen in the anticipated HBO 
Max series “Peacemaker” starring 
John Cena from Director James 
Gunn’s “The Suicide Squad.” Fas-
cinated by the prospect of view-
ing life from another’s experience 
and perspective, Araya discov-
ered acting in her birthplace of 
Sydney, Australia. 
 I had the opportunity to (vir-
tually) sit down with Araya to 
discuss James Gunn’s Peacemak-
er on HBO Max and her new film 
“Brazen,” which just debuted on 
Netflix. Gunn wrote all eight 
episodes of “Peacemaker” and 
directed five, including the first. 
Araya and I also discussed how 
she got into acting, her favorite 
roles she had the privilege to be 
part of, and some dream projects. 
We also talked about what the 
future may hold for the talent, 
and her “Peacemaker” character, 
Amber. 
 Brendan: Thank you for do-
ing this interview. My first ques-
tion is how is the difference 
between a CW, Netflix, and HBO 
Max set?  
 Alison: I mean, they’re both big 
productions. This is what made 
“Peacemaker” a really different 
and unique experience for me. 
You know, obviously, the show is 
starting at everyone’s finding the 
tone, finding the rhythm of it. So 
yeah, I think that that was proba-
bly one of the biggest differences. 
Just working with someone as 
awesome as John Cena was pret-
ty rad. And James Gunn, obvious-
ly. 
 So what was it like working 
with John Cena? 

SEE ARAYA • PAGE 3 ▶︎ 

 Lauren Schuster dishes on her 
big break, her career in modeling 
and talks about her life in the 
industry. 
 Lauren Schuster grew up in 
Rosemont, Illinois. She began 
dancing by age three and model-
ing around age four with Stewart 
Talent in Chicago for Leo’s 
Dancewear, American Girl, Bon 
Ton, Meijer’s, Ltd. Commodities, 
and as an adult with Whirlpool, 
Artistry Global and Pravana. 
 “I started modeling when I was 
about four years old,” Schuster 
stated. “I got an agency in Chica-

go, where I was born and raised, 
with Stewart Talent. The jobs 
started coming from there. One 
of my big breaks in modeling 
came through American Girl 
dolls. I worked with them for 
about seven years, so that was 
my big break when I was 
younger. My Mom helped me get 
into all the agencies.” 
 For American Girl doll, Lauren 
represented Lanie Holland, which 
is considered the Girl of the Year 
for 2010. 
 When Lauren tried modeling, 
her family knew right away that 
this was a good fit for her. 
 “When Mom put me into mod-
eling, I was just smiling for hours 
because I loved it so much,” 

Schuster exclaimed. “I remember 
after a shoot, my jaws would hurt 
so bad from all the smiling for 
like 12 hours straight but I had so 
much fun! That’s kind of how we 
both knew it was the right place 
for me in this industry.” 
 In high school, she began tak-
ing acting classes in Chicago, 
which helped her land spots on 
various TV commercials and 
series like “Easy on Netflix,” 
“Chicago Med” and “Chicago 
PD”.  
 “When I was 16 we talked to 
BMG, the agency I’m with now, 
about trying out for some jobs in 
the film industry.” Schuster said. 

SEE SCHUSTER • PAGE 4 ▶︎ 
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STATE DEPARTMENT ORDERS DIPLOMAT FAMILIES IN UKRAINE TO LEAVE AMID ONGOING RUSSIA TENSION  

Actress and Model Lauren Schuster 
talks acting and her big break 

By Jimmy Reno 
Daily Planet Reporter

WRONG-DOING, MISTREATMENT

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

Ray Fisher, Gal Gadot respond to 
report about Whedon’s misconduct 

Ray Fisher as Victor Stone in “Zack Snyder’s Justice League.” Photo courtesy of Zack Snyder 

Alison Araya talks 
‘Peacemaker’ and 

entertainment 
By Brendan Rooney 

Daily Planet Editor 

Tonga faces disastrous 
after-effects 

————— 
 On Jan. 14, the Hunga Tonga-

Hunga Haʻapai volcano erupted 
near Tonga, sending ash, steam 
and gas up to 10.5 miles (17 km) 
into the air. On Tuesday, Jan 18, 
Tonga’s government reported at 
least three deaths: two local resi-
dents and a British woman. 

Page 2 

Daily Planet to start 
podcast series 

————— 
 The Daily Planet has recently 
announced a new podcast series. 
The podcast will center around 
interviews and exclusives, with 
topics of discussion varying from 
news, entertainment and so 
much more. The series will be 
hosted by Zack Benz, Brianna 
Taggart and Daily Planet contrib-
utors.  

First look at Leslie Grace’s 
Batgirl revealed 

————— 
Page 2

Gal Gadot as Diana Prince in “Zack Snyder’s Justice League.” Photo courtesy of Zack Snyder 

CW’s ‘Naomi’ series premiere 
showcases the talent of tomorrow 

 Hollywood continues to high-
light the next generation of en-
tertainers making waves across 
all platforms. For example, 
there’s Tom Holland’s “Spider 
Man” smashing box office num-
bers as the sixth-highest grossing 
movie in America. 
 Of course, The CW was always 
ahead of the times in terms of 
promoting young, upcoming 
talent. In the world of CW super-
hero dramas, “Naomi” is a  prime 
example of that very talent. 
 The CW’s newest superhero 
graced television this past Tues-
day in what can always be de-
scribed as a fun, questioning 
series premiere. The questioning 
part being a good factor to it. 
Naomi’s debut is going to cause 
fans to ask more questions like 
“wait that’s it?,” making fans 
return wanting more next Tues-
day, when new episodes air. 
 “Naomi” is a worthwhile show 
to check out. 
 What makes The CW’s “Nao-
mi” extra special is that the story 
revolves around a superhero who 
is not an already established 
hero in real life. Previous DC 
based television, including fellow 

CW shows “The Flash”, the re-
cently finished “Supergirl” and 
the time traveling “Legends of 
Tomorrow,” have included he-
roes in their rosters who have 
years of comic book name recog-
nition ahead of hero, Naomi. 
 But who is Naomi in the 
comics? In the DC Universe, 
Naomi is born Naomi McDuffie, a 
teenage superhero who origi-

nates from an alternate earth and 
her powers are energy based. In 
the comics, Naomi discovers that 
she was sent to Prime-Earth in 
order to protect it from Zumba-
do, who caused destruction on 
her earth. 
 Her superhero resumé is not 
that long, considering she only 

SEE NAOIMI • PAGE 3 ▶︎ 

Kaci Walfall as Naomi. Photo by Fernando Decillis/The CW 

By Jahlil Rush 
Daily Planet Reporter
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Superman and the world’s greatest heroes

Continued in the next edition.Continued from last edition

 On Jan. 14, the Hunga Tonga-

Hunga Haʻapai volcano erupted 
near Tonga, sending ash, steam 
and gas up to 10.5 miles (17 km) 
into the air. 
 On Tuesday, Jan 18, Tonga’s 
government reported at least 
three deaths: two local residents 
and a British woman. 
 A fiber-optic cable that con-
nects Tonga to the outside world 
was severed in the eruption and 
the nation now faces “weeks of 
digital darkness” until it’s re-
paired. Gray ash coating much of 
Tonga’s main island, Tongatapu, 
has contaminated water that 
many people rely on to drink. 

The Dailies 

First look at Leslie Grace’s 
Batgirl revealed 

 Our first official look at Leslie 
Grace in the Batgirl suit has been 
revealed. Grace is set to star in 
the HBO Max series “Batgirl” 
later this year. Based upon the 
popular DC character, Barbara 
Gordon dons the guise of Batgirl 
to fight crime in Gotham City 
after being inspired by Batman. 
The Film will premiere exclusive-
ly on HBO Max. Its star studded 
lineup includes Grace in the lead 
role of Barbara/Batgirl, Michael 
Keaton will reportedly reprise 
his role as Bruce Wayne/Batman, 
J.K. Simmons will play Commis-
sioner Gordon and Brendan 
Fraser will play the villain Firefly. Photo courtesy of Leslie Grace 

Continued in the next edition.Continued from last edition

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

Tonga faces disastrous after-effects 
in wake of volcanic eruption 

By Perry White 
Daily Planet Editor
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ARAYA  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

You guys had amazing chem-
istry. Were you ad-libbing off 
each other? Was that James 
Gunn’s writing or was that full-
on improv?  
 No, listen, props to James 
Gunn for his solid writing. I 
mean, everything was on the 
page. He did give us opportuni-
ties, though, to do some improv, 
and the post-credit scenes are 
mostly, I think all of them, are 
improv so far. So there’s definite-
ly room for us to play. But in 
terms of that chemistry, it’s just 
one of those things where every-
one shows up to work, ready to 
play and dive in. Yes, you do find 
these moments, and you do find 
this permission to create that 
chemistry, which, you know, I 
think really translates on screen 
and makes it so much more en-
joyable for audiences and for us 
on set too. 
 I watched the first three 
episodes, I did my review, I 
called it “James Gunn’s creative 
stroke of genius.” It’s fantastic. 
It feels like Adam West at times. 
I mean, the dance number, 
you’re like watching it feels 
anime-inspired. And then it 
goes into like a character study 
and then it goes full-on James 
Gunn insanity. So how does this 
happen? 
 I mean, honestly, we’d have to 
explore the inner workings of 
James Gunn’s mind to get that 
answer. But I think he does an 
incredible job of inviting us into 
his imagination by the worlds he 
creates in something l ike 
“Peacemaker.” It’s this, that, and 
the other, and it’s just a constant 
surprise. And that he’s saying 
that, you know, the eighth 
episode is going to be the one 
that, you know, is going to blow 
everyone away. I can’t wait! I 
haven’t seen it yet! I can’t wait. 
 We saw the character of Am-
ber, we know where she is, you 
did a fantastic job. Your range 
of acting is incredible. How was 
it working with John Cena?  
 Honestly, it was such an amaz-
ing experience. You know, we 
hadn’t met prior to this. This 
was the first time for us to work 
together. And I was honestly just 
blown away by how wonderful, 
professional, kind and funny he 
is, and so smart. And like I said, 
you know, we’re all working out 
the show… finding, you know, 
the timing, but it was a real treat. 
And I’m so thrilled that this is 
showcasing his acting ability. I 
mean, there’s the comedy in the 
action, and then some real hu-
man moments, too. I think it’s 
exceptional to be a part of that 
world. It really is. It’s an honor. 
I’ve had such a great time. 
 I know you started out on 
Smallville. You did X Men Ori-
gins Wolverine. How was it to 
say I was at the birth of super-
hero genre media?  
 I think life has a path destined 
for us that we don’t even know. 
And so, you know, seeing that 
that is where we started and 
here is where I am today. And I 
think the best is yet to come. I 
think the superhero genre chose 
me. 
 Do you like working for DC? 
Or would you want to work for 
Marvel again? Or is it James 
Gunn? 
 If I had to choose, I mean, I 
would take Amber (Araya’s char-
acter in “Peacemaker”) on and 
continue to explore that charac-
ter, because I feel like we’re only 
just scratching the surface to 
who Amber is. I think the super-
hero genre is such a great, great 
medium for storytelling and I 
think it’s a world that allows for 
so much social commentary as 
well. It’s smart. I can’t call myself 
a diehard fan of comics as some 
of the fandom truly is. They real-
ly are the representation of that 
fandom, but I’ve always had a 
deep respect and love for 
comics. So to be a part of the 
superhero world is awesome. 
And I hope to have many more 
opportunities to work both in DC 
and Marvel 
 So is there anything we could 
hope for Amber going forward? 
For those who haven’t seen up 
to episode seven yet, including 
myself? 
 Yeah, well, no spoilers. I mean, 
you got to just look so far as 
IMDb to see that Amber is cred-
i t e d w i t h a c o u p l e m o re 
episodes. So I can’t say any more 
about her journey, but she does 
pop up and who knows what 
happens beyond. I mean, the 
show’s doing really well. And if 

there was an opportunity for 
Amber to be a part of the world, 
that’d be kind of cool. 
 One thing I’ve loved about 
the show is that it’s very rigid 
storytelling. It doesn’t really 
hold back. You have a father 
who’s very racist to neo Nazi 
idealism. You have Christopher 
Smith, who’s trying to deal with 
these things, process everything 
nature versus nurture, the ef-
fect of morality on our souls, 
and I kind of feel every charac-
ter is hiding something every 
episode, but every episode 
peels back a layer.  
 Oh 100% Again, I think that 
speaks to the genius of James 
Gunn’s storytelling in this world 
that he’s created. Yeah, it’s en-
tertaining. But you look beyond 
that a deeper story emerging. 
And I think that’s why this show 
is so unique. I think it transcends 
your typical superhero show. It’s 
why it’s finding such a vast audi-
ence. 
 So how did the music aspect 
go into it? Because you can you 
and John Cena ad-lib about 
Cinderella. And I was born in 
the 90s. So my dad sitting there 
with me and Goes, Cinderella, I 
even heard them since when it 
was the 80s. And I was like, 
what’s that? I feel so bad. 
 Music is such a huge part of 
James Gunn’s s tor yte l l ing 
process. And so one of the things 
that I got a real kick out of was 
when we’d get our scripts would 
also get the playlist. So it was 
really such a key component in 
understanding the world that 
has been created. And so those 
musical references were really 
fun. I grew up in the 80s, 90s. I 
know that style of music, so it 
was really cool to step into that 
world and to hear some tracks 
that I maybe hadn’t heard before. 
 So one question I know we 
addressed before, what would 
be the one thing that could get 
somebody to watch “Peacemak-
er” if they’ve never seen any-
thing of DC? 
 Wow, that’s a good question. I 
mean, at this point, I think James 
Gunn is like, that name is syn-
onymous with awesome enter-
tainment. So if you’re looking for 
something to sort of fall into, 
look no further. But I think the 
show is entertaining. It’s funny, 
it’s action. It’s the violence. It’s 
all that stuff. But there’s also 
heart to it. And there’s a genuine-
ly good story there, that’s unrav-
eling.  
 What was your favorite scene 
to film? Or what was your fa-
vorite day on set? 
 All of them were amazing days 
on set. I remember having mo-
ments of like, this is what I get to 
do. This is amazing I’ve never 
worked with Lenny Jacobson 
before, and I totally fell in love 
with his work and fell in love 
with him. He’s such an awesome 
guy. Those moments to be able 
to improv and ad lib. The script 
is entirely James’s, but those 
moments that he allows us to 
improvise give the actors such a 
gift in that we’re able to find 
more nuance in the character. 
And so then when we go back to 
the text, go back to the dialogue, 
there’s just a whole new level of 
exploration and commitment to 
it, that translates. And that gen-
erosity isn’t something that’s 
extended, that has been extend-

ed my way, in every project that 
I’ve worked on. So to get that 
with someone a verse in this 
genre as James Gunn, it’s a treat, 
like honestly. Every single day, it 
was just magic. 
 Every time you hear about 
James Gunn y he’s just a genius. 
Everything he does writing-
wise, and the music choice, 
really reflects the cast and the 
synergy that you guys have 
every episode. The chemistry is 
phenomenal. You don’t see that 
nowadays, and ever ybody 
brings their A-game.  
 I think everyone wanted to 
bring their “A” game. You have 
this brand new show, everyone’s 
working hard, and the vision 
exists in James’s mind. So we’re 
all there trying to facilitate this 
and he does a really good job of 
communicating and just trusting 
his actors. I can’t speak highly 
enough of the process of working 
with him. He’s just such a gen-
uinely nice guy. And, he is engag-
ing with his fans and answering 
questions. I mean, there’s a lot of 
people that take time and who 
work as hard as he does and still 
find time to engage. I think it’s 
phenomenal and the success of 
his worlds a work is in part to 
that generosity of spirit, I think. 
 Can you talk about how you 
got cast? What brought you to 
Amber? 
 I had the opportunity to read 
for Amber and then the process 
of casting happened really quick-
ly. I was working on another 
project when we found out that 
I’d be on the show. And, then 
there was the announcement 
that I’d be joining the cast. So it 
all kind of happened very quickly 
and I was just so thrilled/ Again, 
working on a new show, it’s dif-
ferent when you’re coming into a 
second season of a show, or 
midway through a season. It’s 
been developed and you kind of 
get a sense of how this world 
was completely new. I mean, 
“The Suicide Squad” hadn’t even 
come out yet. So I felt like I was 
coming into this world and not 
really knowing what to expect. 
So knowing James’s work, I knew 
it was going to be a lot of fun, it 
was going to be a riot. And as 
soon as I signed up for it, I’m in. 
Then to see the outcome and to 
see how well it’s been received 
has been the icing on the cake. 
All I know is that Amber has is 
receiving a lot of love and people 
seem to relate to her so anything 
can happen. I don’t know. 
 What’s in store for Amber, 
your chemistr y with John 
Cena? Um, do you want to talk 
about anything else? We can 
talk about “Brazen” or upcom-
ing projects? 
 “Brazen” was a great project 
that came our way and I was 
really excited to step into the 
role of Captain Rivera. Being a 
character actor and having the 
ability to jump into crossover 
genres, and step into the drama, 
step into the Sci-Fi, step into the 
action, the superhero world, it’s 
so fun. To get this sort of gear 
shift and work on a film like this 
was great. I really love the char-
acter. I think playing those em-
powered female roles in leader-
ship is something that I find real-
ly fulfilling, and to be telling such 
a great story. And then also get-
ting to work with Alyssa Milano 
was wonderful. I was a fan when I 

was a kid growing up so it was 
one of those moments of like, 
“yeah, this is this is really cool.” 
The film is doing amazing. It was 
number one across 53 countries 
over the weekend (Jan. 14 – 16). I 
attribute a lot of that success to 
our brilliant director Monika 
Mitchell, who did an amazing 
job. They bring that vision to life. 
I’m not surprised it’s resonated 
with audiences and had the suc-
cess that it has.  
 I want to touch upon the fact 
you said character actor, and I 
spoke to a character actress 
before Lucie Guest. She did a 
lot of Hallmark films. Could you 
describe what you like about 
being a character actress?  
 I think being a character actor 
has afforded me incredible op-
portunities. How do you define a 
character actor, that’s so nebu-
lous. I really don’t know. I just 
know that the work that I do, and 
the work that I have become 
known for, transcends many 
different genres. And that, for 
me, is a blessing because it’s 
never pigeon holed me into one 
type. I’ve never been held back 
because it was off brand. I’ve 
been able to say yes to lots of 
opportunities and work with 
artists that I have wanted to 
work with my entire career, so I 
love being a character actor, I 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 
 Who was the craziest guest 
star or the person like you nev-
er thought you would be work-
ing with and then they walked 
on the set. 
 Oh my gosh, so many, so 
many, but when I worked on “X 
Files” and got to work with 
Gillian Anderson and I saw 
Gillian Anderson and David 
Duchovny on set, it was a real 
pinch “myself moment” because 
I grew up watching “The X Files” 
and never, in my wildest dreams, 
think I’d have the opportunity to 
to to meet them, let alone work 
with them. It was just one of 
those things, you know. [Enter-
tainment] is such a crazy indus-
try and you can be the most 
studied and most dedicated and 
it might not necessarily work out 
for you, but I have been consis-
tent and that day working on 

that show I was, I was like this is 
really cool. I’ve gotten to a new 
level in my work and these op-
portunities mean, they mean a 
lot to me. They mean a lot to me. 
I really cherish those experi-
ences and other little milestones. 
But yeah, the day I work with 
Pedro Pascal is going to be a 
really good day. I’m manifesting 
that. 
 Could you talk about how 
you got acting?  
 You know, my journey, I call 
myself a “lifer,” and acting was 
definitely, or storytelling, was 
definitely a way of me expressing 
myself ever since I was a child. I 
was that kid that was always 
putting together shows at parties 
and was the “watch me” kid. And 
then that sort of developed. I 
ended up going to a performing 
arts high school and really solidi-
fied my passion for acting. From 
that moment on it was really 
about how do I learn to master 
this? How do I learn to be the 
best artist that I can be? So I 
studied in Italy, I went to theater 
school overseas, and, when I 
came back, I went back to Aus-
tralia, where I was born and 
raised. I met an actor in a class 
and he sort of told me about the 
industry in Vancouver. So I had 
no real intention of coming to 
Vancouver, but this chance meet-
ing put Vancouver on the map 
for me. And so I came here, and I 
haven’t stopped working since. 
So this has been a great place for 
me to establish myself and estab-
lish a career. And I look forward 
to what the future holds. I think 
there’s lots of possibilities. 
 What’s a dream project you 
want to be part of? And you feel 
that you’re a storyteller? Would 
you ever want to be a director? 
 Hmm, that’s great. You read 
my mind! I think, for me, a dream 
project would be being a writer, 
director. I’ve been working on a 
number of different projects over 
the years and have had so much 
interest in developing that skill. 
So, as an actor, I’ve learned so 
much and I think there’s always a 
curiosity to extend.   Being that 
storyteller, and loving the entire 
process and the humanity of it, 
and the nuances of it, I think 

[directing] would be something 
really fulfilling. So that would be 
my dream to write and direct. 
 What was the one piece of 
advice that somebody on set 
gave you that you can never 
forget? 
 It wasn’t on set, but one of the 
first acting notes I got way back 
when, actually at that performing 
arts high school, was “don’t play 
the problem.” That’s sort of 
stuck with me my entire career, 
and it’s something that I go back 
to. It’s just one of those lessons 
that I learned early on. And it 
just sort of sticks. In terms of 
career advice, a really dear 
friend, who’s in the industry, told 
me it’s not about the destination, 
it really is the journey. At first, I 
really hated hearing that because 
I think there’s this hunger to get 
to the destination. But the more I 
do this, and the more I see it 
unfold before me, no truer words 
have been spoken. It is all about 
the journey.  
 What advice would you give 
to young women, people trying 
to make it in the industry and 
just trying to have their name 
out there? 
 Beautiful question. I would 
say, if this is something that 
you’re looking to do for fame, 
attention, money, notoriety, it’s 
never gonna work out. If there is 
an innate part of you that is in 
love with telling stories with 
imagination and creativity, never 
give up. Find your voice, find 
yourself, heal what needs to be 
healed and launch yourself into 
this. Know your “why.” Know 
your why and honor your why. 
And in that process, get to know 
yourself. Love yourself. And do 
it. Do it for the right reasons. 
 That is absolutely inspiring. 
Is there anything you can say 
about your future going for-
ward? Any projects you’re in-
terested in? 
 Yeah, I mean, you know, unfor-
tunately, I can’t share details of 
the projects that are coming up, 
but there’s some really cool stuff 
coming up. I know that’s such a 
long answer, but, there’s some 
cool stuff coming down the pipe-
line. So I’m really excited about 
this year.  

Alison Araya. Photo by Richie Lubaton 

NAOMI  
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debuted in 2019 and has recently 
joined the World’s Finest Heroes, 
the Justice League. The CW’s 
version of Naomi follows the 
titular teenager as her home-
town, Port Oswego, Oregon, 
deals with the aftermath of a 
“supernatural event” and she 
sets out to uncover the truth 
behind it. 
 Kaci Walfall, who plays the 
titular Naomi, shines bright in 
her role as the superheroine. Her 
portrayal of the character pro-
vides a sense of reliability for 
young viewers as the premiere 
shows her dealing with typical 
high school drama. She is a com-

ing of age woman trying to figure 
out who she is as a person. Wal-
fall told Teen Vogue that her 
drawness to Naomi goes deeper 
than that. 
 “We’re both teenagers. We’re 
both Black girls. But I think going 
even deeper than that, we both 
have a sense of drive and pas-
sion within ourselves,” Walfall 
said. “When someone tells us, 
‘No, you can’t do this,’ that 
doesn’t mean we’re going to stop 
… I may not do as Kaci what 
Naomi does, but I can under-
stand it.” 
 The underlying theme sur-
rounding the pilot episode is 
identity. Naomi is a major Su-
perman-stan, so much so she is 
revealed to run her own Super-

man blog. What draws her to 
America’s favorite Kryptonian is 
the fact that he is adopted, just 
like her. The episode revealed 
that Naomi’s parents, Military 
Officer Greg, portrayed by Barry 
Watson, and Linguistics teacher, 
Jennifer, portrayed by Mouzam 
Makkar, are her adopted parents 
who have raised her since before 
she learned to walk.   
 Fans who continue to advo-
cate for diversity in their media 
choices will enjoy having both 
Naomi and Javicia Leslie’s Bat-
woman, currently in her second 
year at the CW, even though 
Batwoman  is in its third season. 
To see two black leading super-
heroes on television is a refresh-
ing sight. 

 One could only hope that the 
leading ladies are in creative 
positions besides being on cam-
era at their respective shows. 
They both should be allowed to 
have a say in how their charac-
ters will flourish at The CW. 
 With Oscar nominee and 
Emmy winner Ava Duverney, who 
blessed the public with 2018’s “A 
Wrinkle in Time,” and made a 
societal impact with 2019’s 
“When They See Us,” one of the 
puppeteers behind the show and 
who also wrote the pilot episode, 
it’s safe to bet money that “Nao-
mi’s” freshman year on television 
will be filled with excitement, 
suspense and all around fun for 
the DC Comics fandom commu-
nity. 

Alison Araya. Photo by Richie Lubaton 
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“They sent some auditions and 
my first time going onto a big set, 
I was a featured extra on “Chica-
go Med”, that was seriously so 
cool!” 
 In addition to her acting and 
modeling, Lauren currently at-
tends Western Michigan Univer-
sity where she is pursuing a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Broadcast 
Journalism. 
 “I’m in my fourth year at col-
lege with just a few months left .” 
Schuster stated. “ I always 
thought I wasn’t sure if I’d be 
happy or sad when I graduate, 
but I am really happy to be grad-
uating! To move on and see what 
all life has for me!” She said.  
 After landing an internship 
with a TV station Lauren knew 
the direction she wanted to go 
for her degree. 
 “I got an internship at Wood-
TV 8 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.” 
Schuster said. “That was my first 
internship and I was just going to 
try it out and see if I loved it! It’s 
about an hour commute from my 
school to Grand Rapids, and I 
loved every second of it! That’s 
how I knew I wanted to pursue 
Broadcast Journalism!” 
 According to Lauren, landing a 
new position as floor director 
with Wood-TV 8 has also been 
very beneficial. 
 “I’m very grateful for the op-
portunity [being floor director] 
because I believe for people to 
be good on camera they have to 
know what’s going on behind the 
camera.” Schuster said. “That’s 
what makes this the perfect 
start-up job for me!”  
 Being active on social media is 
very important in today’s culture 
for entertainment and media 
professionals. While maintaining 
a social media account on most 

platforms, Instagram has given 
Lauren the most issues. 
 “If you tried to find my Insta-
gram page (when researching), 
it’s not there” Schuster ex-
claimed. “I’ve been having a lot 
of problems with them! Ever 
since I started filming my movie 
(A Christmas Wish in Hudson), 
they keep contacting me saying 
that I’m impersonating myself. 
I’ve sent them my ID like 20 
times and then I was good for 
about a year and they shut me 
back down. I’m not giving up, I’m 
contacting Instagram again to-
day!” 
 Inspiration for Lauren’s acting 
has come from such sources as 
an Apple TV+ series called “The 
Morning Show.” 
 “’The Morning Show’ with 
Jennifer Anniston and Reese 
Witherspoon is currently my 
favorite TV show” Schuster ex-
claimed. “Because they are great 
actresses and because they are 
doing what I might be doing in 
my field, reporting and anchor-
ing. Seeing the back story of all 
of that was really interesting!” 
 Lauren recently starred in 
Roku’s original TV Christmas 
movie, “A Christmas Wish in 
Hudson,” where she plays Nicole, 
a young lady who helps her fire-
fighter father Patrick (Rib Hillis) 
find love. 
 “It was so much fun doing ‘A 
Christmas Wish in Hudson’” 
Schuster exclaimed. “I just had a 
great time! Getting a true look at 
what happens on a film set just 
really got me!”  
 When the callback came for 
the movie, Lauren was on vaca-
tion in Florida and was given just 
a short time to learn some of the 
script. 
 “I was like everybody leave 
the room, I’ve got like 20 minutes 
to learn all these lines, record it 
and send it in!” Schuster said. 
“After that I got my callback and 

found out I had gotten the role! I 
was so happy! I flew out on my 
21st birthday to film the movie, 
and that was the best present I 
could have gotten!” 
 Films are often shot out of 
chronological order and done in 
what works best logistically for 
scheduling, budget, etc. “A 
Christmas Wish in Hudson” 
would also be her first speaking 
role but no one on set was aware 
of that. 
 “Everybody on set was like 
this is your first speaking role? 
They didn’t believe me! Elizabeth 
Snoderly, our director, was so 
sweet and that was just what I 
needed because I was so ner-
vous! The first scene I filmed was 
actually a scene towards the end 
of the movie and I was not ex-
pecting that! In learning my lines, 
I went from the start of the script 
and I hadn’t even gotten to that 
part yet! It was my longest speak-
ing part and it was an emotional 
scene. I wanted to make a good 
impression and in the end, I was 
very happy with myself.” 
 After filming “A Christmas 
Wish in Hudson,” Lauren eagerly 
awaits her next opportunity. 
 “There’s nothing on the books 
right now” Schuster said. “I have 
to wait until my agency contacts 
me or I find things like websites. I 
have faith that something good 
is going to come out of this!” 
 Lauren has developed a posi-
tive way of handling auditions 
and opportunities. 
 “I just do my thing and go to 
the auditions.” Schuster said. “I 
don’t tell everybody about what 
I’m auditioning for. I’ve just real-
ized it’s best to remain humble. I 
know there are so many girls out 
there who look the same as me 
but everybody is different and 
there’s a role for me somewhere. 
I’m really super grateful for all 
the jobs I’ve received so far!”  

 While she hopes to do more in 
film and acting, she also knows 
having the education to fall back 
on is very important. 
 She still plans to pursue acting 
after her degree and to do so 
with a positive outlook. 

 “I’m always going to continue 
to audition for parts” Schuster 
said. “I know this industry is 
super difficult but I have faith 
that whatever is meant to hap-
pen will happen. I will never give 
up that dream because I believe 
no matter your age, it’s never too 

late! It takes so many no’s to get 
a yes and I’ve known that since I 
was four years old!” 
 With a humble spirit and a 
positive outlook, this is one 
young lady who is poised for 
great things. 
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