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Season 4 of ‘Young Justice’ 
gets HBO Max premiere date 

————— 
 The popular superhero car-
toon “Young Justice” is set to 
premiere their fourth season Oct. 
21, 2021 on HBO Max. “Young 
Justice” follows the younger gen-
erations of supers in the DC 
Comics universe as they continue 
to navigate through a world of 
villains and heroes.  

Ezra Miller signs three movie 
deal for The Flash 

————— 
 Barry Allen actor Ezra Miller 
has signed a deal with Warner 
Bros. to star in three solo films 
about the scarlet speedster. 
Miller began their tenure as Allen 
in Director Zack Snyder’s “Bat-
man vs. Superman,” and again 
reprised their role in “Zack Sny-
der’s Justice League.” They are 
currently filming “The Flash,” 
which will release in 2022 

 Actor Trae Romano is dedicat-
ed to his craft and shows his 
passion through his portrayal as 
Mike Dugan on “Stargirl.” Being 
only 16, Trae shows promise for a 
lengthy and successful career.  
 “I grew up in a family that al-
ways watched movies,” Trae Ro-
mano said. “And we're very in-
volved with artistically driven 
movies. And I grew up watching 
Wes Anderson's movies, I grew up 
watching Sofia Coppola's movies. 
And it really kind of always, was 
just around me, I guess just like 
that, that kind of creativeness. 
And wanting to just keep watch-
ing, actually, creatively fulfilling 
movies.”  
 According to Romano, the 
more creators he started watch-
ing and following, and the more 
movies he had seen, the more 
involved he wanted to be. 
 “I wanted to get involved in 
some aspect of the industry,” 
Romano stated. “But I guess the 
real first time that I was actually 
ever on a set and got involved 
that way was when my good fami-
ly friend works with the Farrelly 
brothers and still does.”  
 According to Trae, his friend 
was working on “Hall Pass” with 
Owen Wilson. 
 “That was the first time that I 
was really on set,” Romano stat-
ed. “After that, he did ‘The Three 
Stooges’ with Larry David, and a 
few of those guys, I'm not sure of 
the whole cast.”  
 Trae said he was exposed to 
sets early on in his career.  
 “I just had a love for movies, 
and all that together kind of, 
blended into me wanting to be in 
the industry,” he said. “When I 
first started, it wasn't always like 
that. I started going out to LA, 
and pilot in an episodic season. It 
was a great time, I've made some 
friends for life.” 
 Trae is glad he got involved as 
early as he did.  
 “You look at a lot of these peo- 

SEE TRAE • PAGE 3 ▶︎ 

 The fight for justice went glob-
al to honor the enduring legacy of 
the iconic Super Hero on Batman 
Day, Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021. 
 Headl ined by two break-
through releases,  “Batman: The 
Audio Adventures”  and  “Batman: 
The World,” DC and Warner Bros. 
will recognize the iconic charac-
ter’s longevity and impact across 
comics, film, television, and 
more, with a massive collection 
of partnerships, special releases 
and initiatives in honor of the 
Dark Knight.  
  On Batman Day, fans enjoyed 
all ten episodes of the thrilling 
new Batman original scripted 
podcast  “Batman: The Audio 
Adventures” exclusively on HBO 
Max. 
 Starring Jeffrey Wright as Bat-
man, Rosario Dawson as Cat-
woman, John Leguizamo as the 
Riddler, and a who’s who of in-
credible  Saturday Night Live 
alums, “Batman: The Audio Ad-
ventures” draws inspiration from 
the vintage noir atmosphere of 
the celebrated Batman: The Ani-
mated Series, the spirited fun of 
the classic 1960s Batman TV se-
ries, and the entire 80-plus year 
history of Batman. This rollicking, 
over-the-top Batman adventure is 
written and directed by Emmy-
winner Dennis McNicholas (Sat-
urday Night Live), includes devil-
ishly delightful original music by 
Doug Bossi, and also features 
performances by Chris Parnell, 
Melissa Villaseñor, Seth Meyers, 
Brent Spiner, Ike Barinholtz, Bob-
by Moynihan, Kenan Thompson, 
Jason Sudeikis, Alan Tudyk, Heidi 
Gardner, Brooke Shields, Paul 
Scheer, Tim Meadows, Fred 
Armisen, and Ray Wise. 
 Batman first appeared in pages 
of “Detective Comics” no. 27 
(1939)  and has been an inspira-
tion to many ever since. Being a 
member of DC Comics’ super 
trinity, and playing a pivotal role 
in the founding of the Justice 
League, Batman has cemented his 
place in the halls of justice. 

 The Daily Planet is moving to 
Minneapolis in an effort to estab-
lish our multimedia organization 
as a real news source. 
 The Daily Planet will be mak-
ing the big leap from farm to city 
in our upcoming move to Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. 
 For the past six years the Daily 
Planet, better known as @Daily-
PlanetDC, has been publishing 
out of rural northern Minnesota 
and Duluth. 
 @DailyPlanetDC grew into a 
multimedia site in 2018 in Duluth 
after developing over social me-
dia in 2014 on my family’s farm. 
The site was launched by Brian-
na Taggart, Addie Marzinske and 
myself as a project for a journal-
ism toolbox course at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Duluth. 
 The site has since grown, re-
taining a constant flow of arti-
cles, commentaries and exclu-
sives by talented content con-
tributors from all around the 
world.   

 Each writer, podcaster, com-
mentator, artist and more have 
helped develop this young news 
organization into a global com-
munity paper. That’s astounding 
and I can’t express my love and 
gratitude enough to each and 
every member of our team, past 
and present.  
 As the founding editor-in-chief 
of this real-world interpretation 
of the Daily Planet, I’ve decided 
that Minneapolis would serve as 
an indelible home for our bud-
ding publication.  
 I’ve been a Minnesota resident 
all my life and always dreamt of 

living in the “Twin-Cities” metro 
region. As I grew older, my dream 
advanced further — I wanted to 
make the world a better place 
through truth, just like my fa-
vorite two heroes Lois and 
Clark.  
 Reading, watching and absorb-
ing any form of Superman media 
always reminded me of why I 
wanted to achieve this dream. 
There are so many stories that 
need to be told in this world, and 
many often go unheard, and the 
stories of Minneapolis, an  
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‘Dark Knights of 
Steel’ by Joshua 

Middleton  
releases Nov. 2

THE COMPLETE FIRST SEASON OF ‘SUPERMAN AND LOIS’ NOW STREAMING EXCLUSIVELY ON HBO MAX  

New Superman 
podcasts make 

their way to the 
Daily Planet 

www.dailyplanetdc.com/super-pods

‘Superman & 
Lois’ season 2 

starts production

Trae Romano, Mike Dugan on “Stargirl.” Photo courtesy of DC Comics 

Metropolis to Minneapolis The LGBTQ community’s 
adversity in Afghanistan

 In distress, many Afghan citi-
zens are attempting to escape 
the Taliban’s grip. While numer-
ous are fearing for their lives, a 
specific group is more prone to 
persecution: the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. 
 One of these members, a gay 
Afghan teacher, wrote his experi-
ences during the terrorist 
group’s first days of control. 

 “The Taliban were every-
where, all holding guns. I took 
some pictures of them and how 
they looked at people, even 
those whose cases had been 
approved and who were carrying 
the correct documents,” the 
teacher wrote. 
 The anonymous correspon-
dent sent his journal entries to 
Openly News, an initiative by 
Thomas Reuters Foundation to 
help recognize LGBTQ+ hard-
ships. His entries all follow the 
same pattern: dread and a feeling 

of solitude as his paranoia of the 
Taliban grew deeper. 
 On Aug. 25, 2021, an organiza-
tion attempted to assist the nar-
rator in traveling safely abroad. 
 “If they had caught me taking 
their photograph, they could 
have shot me, and they really 
looked like they were ready to do 
it. I visited the other gates, but I 
couldn’t get through to the air-
port,” he journaled. “But I 
couldn’t go back home because I 
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Actor opens up 
about his career 

and more

Making the Daily 
Planet a reality 

Minneapolis will play host to the Daily Planet’s new headquarters.  

World celebrates 
legacy of the  
Dark Knight

By Vicki Vale 
Gotham Gazette Reporter

FDA Advisors vote against 
booster shots 
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urban center for life and culture, 
are no exception.  
 In comics, the Daily Planet has 
always stood against tyranny 
and injustice, and it was inspir-
ing. This fabled paper was 
housed in a weathered, down-
town Metropolis brownstone 
high-rise building with an enor-
mous golden globe on its 
rooftop, and every citizen knew 
what the ringed sculpture in the 
sky represented — truth and 
justice.  
 This classic symbol of bygone 
art-deco ideals housed a tower-
ing ambition to capture mo-
ments, record history, and serve 
as a witness for the human expe-
rience. Each reporter, editor, 
photographer, printing press 
operator, publisher, news carrier 
and more all strived for excel-
lence. They did not only report 
the news, they strived for a bet-

ter world by exposing the evil in 
it. 
 This is the ultimate dream. 
Working among heroic individu-
als all chronicling the history of 
the globe. We aim to strive to 
pursue accountability with jour-
nalistic integrity and courage of 
our convictions. The Planet 
hopes to make a positive impact 
in both the concrete world and 
the virtual landscape by inspir-
ing and moving our readers.  
 The Daily Planet seeks not to 
be opinion-based, but fact-
founded. All of our reports will 
be supported by   first-hand ac-
counts and unwavering docu-
mentation, empowering the citi-
zens of the world with informa-
tion for greater civic awareness 
and agency. We strive to be ethi-
cal, responsible and as scrupu-
lous as possible. 
 This is the mission that I have 
been building since I was little. 
This is what I’ve pitched to DC 
Entertainment, the current copy-
right owners of the name “The 

Daily Planet” or “The Metropolis 
Daily Planet.”  
 In early 2021, I pitched a pro-
posal to WarnerMedia about our 
publication using the moniker 
with their permission. The pro-
posal was temporarily rejected 
and we were urged to try again 
after six months, or after the 
planned merger with Discovery. 
As that marker approaches, I 
grow more eager to achieve this 
dream.  
 Since 1938, Superman has 
been inspiring generations, and 
since 1940, when the Daily Star 
was renamed the Daily Planet by 
Joe Shuster and Jerry Seigel, the 
Planet that chronicled Super-
man’s fantastic adventures has 
inspired countless journalists. 
Since 2018, I have been organiz-
ing a virtual community of re-
porters under The Daily Planet 
banner.  
 Here’s to our next adventure.  

The Dailies 

FDA Advisors vote  

against booster shots
 An advisory panel for the US 
Food and Drug Administration 
rejected a proposal from Pfizer 
and BioNTech on Friday to allow 
a third dose — or “booster” shot 
— of their COVID-19 vaccine for 
people ages 16 and above six 
months after a second shot, 
citing a lack of sufficient data on 
the safety and efficacy of the 
measure. 
 The panel may, however, con-
sider extra vaccine doses for 
limited age groups, according to 
reports. Follow along here for all 
of the latest from Friday’s FDA 
panel. 
 US health officials had pushed 
back in recent weeks against the 
Biden administration’s plan to 

roll out booster shots on Mon-
day, according to reports. 

 The White House said it will 
follow FDA guidance on extra 
COVID-19 dosess. 

Brec Bassinger and Trae Romano in “Stargirl.” Photo courtesy of DC Comics 
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le that get involved early in their 
childhood and a lot of times it's 
like the parents doing it, but 
while I was always advised 
against it, they were like, ‘don't 
do this, this is probably not a 
great idea,’” Trae explained. “I 
still did it anyway, So yeah, it's, 
it's, it's been a long ride, and 
Stargirl, my biggest thing today, 
and I'm just having a lot of fun, 
and I'm excited to start up 
again.” 
 When questioned behind the 
reasoning of how he got into 
acting and the sequence of 
events it took to be on “Stargirl,” 
his biggest project, Trae said “it’s 
been a long ride.”  
 When asked about how the 
character of Mike Dugan related 
to other teenagers and how this 
season is taking a more ap-
proach in terms of storytelling. 
Trae said, “Season 2 is building 
the human side of Mike and it’s a 
lot of fun to expand on this char-
acter.” 
 “I was really excited to do 
that,” he explained. “I always say 
Mike's character is almost like 
peeling back the layers of an 
onion. Every episode, you kind of 
get to know a little bit more 
about him because he's a very 
private person, and very kept to 
himself.” 
 According to Trae, Geoff 
Johns, the creator of “Stargirl,” 
keeps constructing the human 
side of Mike.   
 “He is kind of relatable to a lot 
of people,” Trae continued. 
“[Mike is] going into the teenage 
years figuring out his place in 
society and in life. And I think it's 
dealt with really well, with also 
having that kind of whimsical 
superhero-ness about it. But 
yeah, yeah, thanks.” 
 Trae stated that he is a very 
private person and doesn’t actu-
ally reveal too much about him-
self.  
 According to Romano, the 
character of Mike is very com-
plex but realistic and in turn 
relatable to a lot of teenagers 
going through finding and their 
calling while residing in society 
at a tough point in life. 
 When asked about the direc-
tion, and various aspects of how 
vastly different season 1 felt from 
season 2. Trae said the vibe of 
the show has gotten darker. 
 According to Romano, the 
series does bear elements from 
the ’80s during season one, how-
ever, the series has taken a dark 
turn and will evolve into a ma-
ture-based narrative as the se-
ries progresses over time.  
 “The vibe of the show, espe-
cially with the first season, was 
‘Back to the Future,’” Trae admit-
ted. “I love that kind of 80s, I 
don't want to say comedy, but 
like, kind of like 80s comedy, 
movie vibe.” 
 According to Trae, the charac-
ter Mike was supposed to be the 
stereotypical “80s brother.” 
 “That was kind of what the 
role was [when] proposed to me 
at first,” Trae said. “The cine-
matography and everything has 
changed so much between sea-
son one and season two, because 
as it gets darker, this shows cin-
ematography and directing, and 
stuff like that, have also kind of 
gotten darker.” 

 When asked about how sea-
son 2 has improved in terms of 
cinematography, and story as 
well. Romano stated it’s a really 
fun project to work on because 
it’s ever-changing. 
 Romano said “Stargirl” wields 
a sense of clarity in terms of 
direction, however, the series 
isn’t afraid to take risks, and up 
the ante.  
 “There's always that character 
that always resonates with you,” 
Trae said.  
 According to Romano, the 
character of Stargirl or Brec 
Bessinger is a great role model 
due to the fact the series is play-
ful and honest. 
 When questioned who his 
favorite comic-book character 
was Trae said Deadpool is num-
ber one. 
 “‘Deadpool 2’ added this level 
of drama,” Trae stated. “Every-
thing had more stakes, and it did 
initially.”  
 According to Romano, the 
reason Deadpool works as a 
character is due, partly, to the 
humor and portrayal of Ryan 
Reynolds. 
 When questioned about the 
decision to have the character of 
Mike take a life and harbor 
PTSD.  
 “Mike has real feelings and 
he’s dealing with the guilt of 
actually taking a life,” Trae stat-
ed. “Honestly, I would even make 
the argument that he's a com-
pletely different character in 
season two, off-screen, Mike, as 
you know, changed quite a lot.” 
 Trae stated that the identity of 
sidekick characters such as 
Robin has not been explored as 
much, and the actions that mold 
their narrative.  
 “It's like, all these things that 
you're thinking about, that's like 
if you're looking at like Batman 
and Robin, I'm sure that Robin, 
probably had a lot of guilt, doing 
the type of stuff that Batman and 
Robin were doing, but he's a 
sidekick character, and he's not 
explored as much.” 
 According to Romano, Pat 
Dugan who is co-star Luke Wil-
son’s character was essentially 
tight-cast as a sidekick at the 
beginning of season 2 Episode 
Three. Trae explained “he's al-
ways left out, he’s even though 
he has always gone above”  
 Romano said that the charac-
ter of Mike is perceived as the 
sidekick.  
 “I just think that it's just more 
how they're positioning Mike's 
character to the audience, is 
making him more relatable and 
making him you make you feel 
for him more. And also, what 
makes you feel for him the most, 
in my opinion, is when he's talk-
ing to Yolanda about stuff like 
that, because, you know, he real-
izes that she understands well. 
So, um, I just think it's really well 
done.”  
 A c c o r d i n g t o R o m a n o , 
throughout season two, it just 
gets more and more intense, you 
just delve, So everything shown 
has just been the tip of the ice-
berg”  
 When questioned on how the 
series has a sense of weight in 
terms of human emotions such 
as guilt and the consequence of 
taking a life.  
 “That’s the beauty of it is that 
and what other superhero series 

are you seeing two overwhelm-
ingly innocent characters, to 
begin with,”   Romano stated. 
“Mike and Yolanda are very in-
nocent people to regard.” 
 Romano praised Geoff Johns 
saying the strength of the series 
is being built from his creativity, 
and direction  
 According to Trae, drama is a 
great driving force for any su-
perhero show.  
 “I think it's a perfect way to go 
along with pushing all this new 
emotion and drama into a super-
hero shows honestly, because, 
Stargirl’s, definitely, like, was that 
kind of new wave of, seeing that 
with, with all these superhero 
shows and stuff like that, but I 
don't see it being the last.”  
 Trae stated that “Stargirl” is a 
different kind of experience from 
other established superhero 
dramas, and he felt the trend will 
continue into the future” 
 “Because you look at what 
people like Scorsese say, and not 
saying that necessarily agree 
with them, but you know, how 
he's like, the MCU isn't, those 
aren't films, that's not cinema to 
him. And it's, well, I can see 
where you're coming from defi-
nitely, like, I don't personally 
agree.”  
 Trae said that he respects the 
opinion of director Martin Scors-
ese in terms of his debate on 
superhero films being cinema. 
However, he feels the stories are 
so complex and utterly human, 
essentially meaning each experi-
ence can elevate to be portrayed 
in a realistic fashion.  
 “You can see where someone 
like Scorsese is coming from.” 
Trae said. “And I think people are 
moving away from that, into that, 
hey, these are superhero films, 
but they could also display real 
issues and real problems and 
real emotion. So I'm honestly just 
thankful to be on a show. That's 
one of those first kind of, you 
know, all around introspectively 
driven shows.” 
 When questioned if the char-
acter of Mike would resonate 
with the super sons Jonathan 

and Jordan Kent from “Superman 
and Lois.” 
 “Mike’s story is one that’s 
always been told, and it’s always 
been overlooked, just because of 
the essence of Mike’s character,” 
Trae stated. 
 Romano expressed excitement 
in regards to the unpredictability 
of the series. 
 “All of the arcs of every char-
acter are so unpredictable, that 
it can go anywhere, that Mike's 
character from season one is not 
going to be the same at the end 
of, you know, season two, or the 
beginning of season three,” he 
said.  
 In regards to the future of 
Mike, Trae said “I wouldn't even 
really box him in necessarily to 
any of that, because he, he really 
does take on something that no 
one will be expecting.”  
 According to Romano, “Star-
girl” will be a wild ride these next 
few seasons.  
 “Mike is just a very, very com-
plicated character,” Trae said. 
“Maybe not to the naked eye, but 
as the seasons go along, he's 
gonna be, he's gonna change 
fundamentally.” 

 According to Romano, He is 
very close on set with his co-
stars Luke Wilson, Cameron 
Gellman and Hunter Sansone.   
 “When you're working so con-
sistently, you have long hours, 
and you're doing all these things 
for six months, trapped with 
these people in this city, filming 
the show,” he explained.  
 According to Romano, some-
times acting can be a lonely 
process. However, as every sea-
son progresses, the characters 
and actors begin to synchronize 
while also growing close.  
 “You get to find out a lot about 
yourself, over a six-month peri-
od, which is crazy, in every sea-
son, you go into your more clear-
mindedness,” the actor said. 
“Every season is just going to be 
better than the last.  
 According to Romano, he is 
confident that Geoff Johns will 
absolutely deliver on season 
three and feels season 3 has the 
potential to be greater than sea-
son 2.  
 “So we're just going to contin-
ue trying to up our game and see 
what happens,” Trae said.  

 When questioned what would 
be one factor you would tell 
someone to attract them to 
watch the series if they never 
have been exposed to superhero 
media.  
 Trae stated “Stargirl” isn’t a 
superhero narrative, but a show 
that has been missing for a long 
time.  
 “To me, it's like it's a comfort 
show,” Trae explained. “To me, it 
brings back what old TV used to 
be, like, I grew up on old TV 
shows all the time I grew up on 
new heart and mash and, you 
know, all these things that like 
when you would sit down you 
want you just have this fuzzy 
feeling inside.”  
 Romano stated “Stargirl” 
checks off the boxes for being an 
unforgettable experience.   
 “Like they have the human 
moments that make it shine, 
which is like these cool, like I 
said, like little side plots, side 
characters, all these things that 
just make it feel complete,” Trae 
said. “it has a heartbeat. Trae 
stated I think that it all depends 
on the fans, but hey, we might be 
on track to that.” 
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Brec Bassinger and Trae Romano in “Stargirl.” Photo courtesy of DC Comics 
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didn’t want to lose the chance of 
getting on a flight, so I wandered 
around the airport perimeter all 
night long until, finally, I received 
another email.” 
 The second email directed 
him to a particular place, where 
a bus could get him inside the 
Hamid Karzai International Air-
port. 
 He wrote, “I stayed there for 
almost three ho urs, but no bus 
was booked for so early in the 
morning. I cannot explain how 
exhausted I was. All around me I 
could see women, girls, children 
sleeping on the streets. Since 
washrooms were unavailable, 
they had to pee near the places 
they slept, ate and stayed, while 
waiting for this bus to take them 
inside the airport. The way the 
Taliban treat people is inferior to 
how one might treat a wild ani-
mal.” 
 Soon after, one of his foreign 
friends called him, notifying him 
about another bus heading for 
the airport. He quickly seized his 
next opportunity. When he got 
on, he noticed that all of the 
passengers were terrified. Once 
they reached the airport, dozens 
of people outside the bus were 
yelling and screaming at the 
LGBTQ+ group. The narrator 
realized there was no way he 
could make it to the airport in 
such distress, so he left. 
 Then, on Aug. 30, 2021, he lost 
any chance of being able to leave 
Afghanistan. 
 “The evacuation of Afghan 
people has come to an end. 
Afghan LGBT+ people have been 
abandoned and it is clear that no 
countries care about us,” he 
wrote. “The Taliban have taken 
control of most of Hamid Karzai 
International Airport and they 
were waiting for the last Ameri-
can military personnel to leave 
so that they could celebrate 
their success because America 

had announced at midnight that 
the airport would be free from 
their control.” 
 He started hiding in one of his 
relatives’ homes, away from the 
discrimination and possible per-
secution that awaited him. 
 “I woke this morning to a mes-
sage from the organization trying 
to help me. They sent me a web 
link to the story of a gay man 
ra p e d a n d be at en by the 
Taliban,” the teacher journaled. 
“The stress of being punished by 
the Taliban is eating me up. Even 
those of us still living in Kabul 
cannot guess what is going to 
happen five minutes from now.” 
 His journal entries — which 
lasted from Aug. 25, 2021, to 
Sept. 1, 2021 — brought aware-
ness to the harsh living condi-
tions of not only the Afghan peo-
ple but their LGBTQ+ counter-
parts as well. 
 Nemat Sadat, an Afghan-born 
gay activist and American citi-
zen, echoed his beliefs on the 
takeover of Afghanistan. 
 “The Taliban will impose a 
‘bait, kill and dump’ policy,” Sa-
dat said to Pink News. “That is, 
they will appoint informants to 
lure gay and bisexual men online 
and in public spaces and take 
them to a secluded spot and kill 
them and dispose of their bod-
ies.” 
 Sadat proposed that all west-
ern civilizations should help 
LGBTQ+ members resettle safely 
abroad. He dismally doubts that 
they will be able to save every-
one. 
 Stories about LGBTQ+ mem-
bers being killed and persecuted 
by the Taliban have increased in 
numbers exponentially. 
 Earlier this week, ITV reported 
on an incident where a gay man 
was raped and beaten by the 
Taliban. The incident was one of 
many that have been happening 
across Afghanistan. 
 The victim — whose name is 
confidential in hopes of keeping 

his identity secret — met two 
Taliban militants after they 
tricked him into believing they 
could help him escape the coun-
try. 
 After three weeks of convers-
ing, the victim decided to meet 
the militants in Kabul, where he 
was assaulted and raped. 
 Mr Akbary, who now lives in 
Turkey, has said: “[The Taliban] 
are trying to tell the world ‘we 
are changed and we don’t have 
problems with women’s rights or 
human rights.’ They are lying.” 
 “The Taliban hasn’t changed, 
because their ideology hasn’t 
changed. 
 “My friends in Afghanistan are 
scared, they don’t know what 
will happen to them in the future 
so they’re just trying to hide.” 
 The US Department of State’s 
website, titled “Afghanistan In-
quiries,” goes over the United 
States’ plan to use “every diplo-
matic, economic, political, and 
assistance tool at our disposal to 
uphold the basic rights of all 
Afghans,” as they addressed in a 
statement earlier this month. 
 Around 98 countries have 
offered to help Afghanistan 
refugees, including, but not lim-
ited to the United States, United 
Kingdom, Canada, and India. 
 However, for them to seek 
refuge within these countries, 
they must first leave Afghanistan 
— which, for the time being, 
seems like an impossible task. 
 During an interview with Bild 
— a widely known German 
newspaper — a Taliban judge 
named Gul Rahim went into 
graphic detail about how the 
group punishes LGBTQ+ individ-
uals. 
 “There are only two penalties 
for gays: Either stoning or he has 
to stand behind a wall that falls 
on him. The wall must be 2.5 to 3 
meters high,” the judge told Bild. 
 The punishment for some-
thing as simplistic as your sexu-
ality proves just how far the 

Taliban are willing to go to 
strengthen their ideals. The ex-
tremist group has been uphold-
ing these punishments for 
decades, persecuting every gay 
individual they come across. 
 An interview published by 
Attitude, a primarily gay British 
magazine, goes over this exact 
issue. The publication inter-
viewed a young man from Af-
ghanistan, Ahmadullah, and his 
boyfriend’s fatal encounter with 
the Taliban. 
 “First, they took him out of his 
house, beat him and beheaded 
him,” he told Attitude. “The Tal-
iban said this is what we do to 
LGBT+, to set an example”. 
 “He was my world. We met in 
uni first semester. We were just 
c lassmates and then best 
friends, because everything was 
so common between us — music 
taste, favorite food, favorite 
movie, everything,” he muttered. 
 In the aftermath of his signifi-
cant other’s death, Ahmadullah 
has attempted suicide twice, but 
each time he’s pulled away from 
the act, believing that a certain 
someone would’ve wanted him 
to keep going. 
 “We had promised each other 
that we will go to a foreign coun-
try for a master’s degree, and 
then we would get married,” he 
says. “We promised that we 
would never give up. When I 
tried to commit suicide, this 
promise keeps coming into my 
head.” 
 Ahmadulla, like many other 
L G B T Q + m e m b e r s i n A f-
ghanistan, is on the run from the 
Taliban and their iron fist. 
 He ended the interview with a 
simple question that may be 
asked for generations: “Will I 
ever be free and happy like other 
LGBT+?” 
 For the Afghan people, this 
question remains unanswered. 

Photo by Ehimetalor Akhere Unuabona 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2021/08/17/afghanistan-taliban-lgbt/
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https://attitude.co.uk/article/they-took-him-out-of-his-house-beat-him-and-beheaded-him-lgbtq-afghans-fearing-for-their-lives/25694/
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