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 Logos are everywhere. Brand-
ing is marketing 101. We, as a 
society, wear shirts with sports 
teams, sayings, images that we 
love and want to share. It is said 
that two of the most recognized 
images are Mickey Mouse and 
Superman. Everyday I wear a 
Superman shirt. It just happens. If 
I don’t have one on then there is 
a massive reason. It is not just 
because I am a Superman fan, 
though I have been since before I 
can remember. I wear the shirt 
because of what that symbol 
means. 
 I n 2 0 0 3 ’ s “ S u p e r m a n 
Birthright” Mark Waid first coined 
the meaning that Superman’s 
shield/logo means hope. We live 
in a time where we don’t know 
what a hero is or who to look 
towards for inspiration. Before 
you say Superman isn’t real, let’s 
ask what is. He is a construct. 
The ideals of people of all races, 
genders, backgrounds working on 
a character to represent the best 
in everyone. The embodiment of 
what we wish we were, our moral 
aspirations. That is the idea of 
Superman, a man doing what is 
right.  
 Films like “V for Vendetta” and 
the “Dark Knight Trilogy” discuss 
the idea of symbols and standing 
for something being more than a 
man. That is how I feel towards 
Superman. The world is at war, in 
many ways, with itself. When I 
wear Superman attire, it is my 
uniform of friendship, of peace, of 
truth, of hope. A sports fan wear-
ing the jersey of their favorite 
team is communicating “I love 
this. I stand with this entity.” 
When I wear the Superman sym-
bol I am saying “I agree with what 
this character stands for. I stand 
for what's right, for you, for me, 
for truth, for justice and for the 
hope of a better future".  

 Let's look at the world we live 
in for a moment. Superman is not 
my religion, to be clear. The char-
acter and his will to do good for 
all is a message that we need and 
is for everyone. What is the old 
saying? Don’t talk about religion 
and politics? We argue on politics 
and religion. It divides us. So, 
what unites us? Our spiritual 
teachings talk about love and 
peace, but over time man has 
corrupted many of our religious 
symbols where they can stand for 
more afflictions than for the hope 
that they are meant to be.  
 Christians, Muslims, Buddhist, 
etc all share different beliefs, but 
their followers can love and be 
fans of Superman.  

 If I wear a shirt with Jesus on it 
people may automatically have 
issues with me, deep seated 
anger. That’s not what I want to 
happen, but many believers have 
done more harm than good. Now, 
don’t get my message wrong 
here. The reason I wear my Su-
perman shirt like a uniform will 
blow over people’s heads and not 
everyone will understand when 
they see me. It may be looked at 
as just comic book shirt. That’s 
fine, but I know there is more. I 
know what I am trying to do. I’m 
trying to put something good into 
the world. 
 The only way to show people 
what you believe in is to live it. 
Be the example.  

 When you are a child, you love 
Superman for all of his powers. 
Strength, flight, invulnerability — 
he can’t be beat. 
 Now, as an adult, I look at what 
he doesn't do. He has the power 
to do what ever he wants, but he 
makes the choice to serve others. 
He is the ultimate public servant.  
 Superman was created as the 
ultimate American immigrant. 
Representing the American way 
at a time when that meant some-
thing.  
 Superman is now a world icon 
and sets the standard for each 
person. As humans, we fight over 
what is right, what is wrong, what 
philosophies we subscribe to, 
what religious texts are accurate. 

However, in all of our differences 
there are strands of truth, com-
mon themes we all share. This is 
where Superman is represented. 
 There have been storylines 
where Superman is made to be 
the villain. A “what if he goes 
dark,” but that’s not him. They 
are else-worlds and frankly I’m 
sick of it. To me that is the cor-
ruption of hope and the idea that 
there can’t be anything good and 
incorruptible. 
 The next time you put on your 
Superman shirt, think about it. 
What is it that you are wearing? 

 Tyler, as he is known, has been a life long 
Superman fan since the dawn of his arrival on this 
planet. He manages the Krypton Report podcast. 

 This summer I took on the 
endeavor of watching the iconic 
Superman television show, “Smal-
lville.” In college, I watched the 
first three seasons of the show, 
but unfortunately, life got in the 
way. Recently, the inspiration hit 
me to revisit “Smallville,” and I’m 
so glad it did. 
 Clark Kent has always been a 
character I connected to and 
loved, and “Smallville” is an im-
mersive deep dive into his char-
acter that no Clark Kent fan 
should miss. From the in-depth 
characters to the villains, from 
the Superman mythology to even 
the soap opera elements, “Small-
ville” is something special. 
 From season one to season 
ten, “Smallville” takes you on 
Clark Kent’s journey to finding 
out who he is and who he’s meant 
to be: Superman. Watching Tom 
Welling’s Kent grow and mature 
from teenage kid in Smallville, 
Kansas to Daily Planet reporter in 
Metropolis over ten seasons is a 
fantastic experience. 
 And “Smallville” doesn’t lack 
amazing characters outside of 
Welling’s Clark Kent. Everyone 
from the Kent family to the iconic 
Lois Lane herself is portrayed 
beautifully and with respect. And 
of course, there’s just something 
so special about seeing Clark 
Kent and Lois Lane working at 
the Daily Planet. 

·        ·        · 
 V i s i t d a i l y p l a n e t d c . c o m /
2021/08/01/ to see Destiny’s full video 
review.
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‘Titans’ season 3 
set to premiere  

August 12 on HBO 
Max

‘Superman & 
Lois’ returns 
Aug. 10, 2021

‘Smallville’ returns for special 
20th anniversary blu-ray box 

set 
–––––––––– 

  Warner Bros. Home 
Entertainment will release all 218 
episodes of the “Smallville” TV 
series to Blu-ray for the first time 
Oct. 19, 2021. 
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‘Lois and Clark’ returns on 
HBO Max 

–––––––––– 
  The hit 90s take on 
Superman, “Lois and Clark: The 
New Adventures of Superman” 
makes its triumphant return to a 
streaming network after its previ-
ous platform, DC Universe, 
switched to a comic centric out-
let last year. 
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A spoiler-free review of ‘The 
Suicide Squad’ 

————— 
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The iconic Superman symbol has undergone numerous changes over the past eight decades since its initial creation by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster. Photo courtesy of DC Comics 

Fans, talent call for the release 
of David Ayer’s ‘Suicide Squad’ 

‘Superman ’78’ brings 
back Metropolis nostalgia 

‘Smallville’ is 
an unforgettable  

experience 

 Five years ago Thursday “Sui-
cide Squad” was released to 
theaters across the US. It raked 
in  $746.8 million at the world-
wide box office but fell flat 
amongst DC fans and critics. 
 This story is becoming a 
common theme in the cinematic 
world of DC Comics brought 
about by Warner Bros. The stu-
dio has a knack for hindering the 
artistic integrity of a film by limit-
ing the vision of its director. In 
the case of 2016’s “Suicide 
Squad,” that director was David 
Ayer. 
 Like “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League,” David Ayer’s version of 
“Suicide Squad was starkly dif-
ferent than the theatrical release. 
And, according to numerous 
sources, the blame lies solely on 
studio interference. 
 On July 29, 2021, Ayer shared 
an extensive commentary titled 
“My turn…” on his life, legacy 
and more. 
 “I don’t know what quit is,” 
Ayer wrote. “I am not who you 
think I am. Nothing in my life was 
handed to me it’s been a struggle 
from the jump. My pops commit-
ted suicide Christmas morning 

when I was four in Miami. And 
that was just the beginning. Fos-
ter care. Abuse. Disruption. 
Chaos. I went to more schools 
than I can count. What’s stabili-
ty?” 
 Ayer continued saying that he 
lived in south Los Angeles doing 
“hoodrat shit as a kid” was ar-
rested and placed on probation. 
 “Had to take the bus to Cren-
shaw and Exposition to see the 
Gang Lady twice a month,” Ayer 
continued. “But that didn’t stop 
me from doing a lot of stupid and 
dangerous shit. I was the kid 

everyone just knew was going to 
end up dead or in prison. And I 
was in the right Hood for it.” 
 The director’s struggles didn’t 
end there. 
 “I’ve seen bodies, blood, 
heads busted open, watched 
people d ie , ” he admit ted. 
“Stepped over brains on the 
sidewalk to catch my bus. Been 
shot at more times than I can 
remember. Got my ass beat by 
LAPD. One of the first crack-
houses in LA was on my block.” 
 
See Ayer on page 3 

 Beginning this fall, decades 
a f ter R ichard Donner and 
Christopher Reeve’s  “Superman: 
The Movie” introduced genera-
tions of fans to a silver screen 
version of DC’s Man of Steel, DC 
returns to this beloved property 
to tell new stories set within this 
world with the publication 
of “Superman ’78” by writer Rob 
Venditti (“Hawkman”) and artist 
Wilfredo Torres (“Batman ’66”). 
 “There’s no fictional character 
that I love more than Superman,” 

said Torres, “and of all the many 
interpretations of the big guy in 
Comics, Animation, TV and Film, 
the Christopher Reeve/Richard 
Donner version is the one I love 
the most. Working on this project 
is very literally a childhood 
dream come true.” 
 “My earliest memory interact-
ing with the DC universe is see-
ing Christopher Reeve fly across 
the screen,” Venditti said. “While 
others might say that the John 
Byrne era is their Superman, or 
the Dan Jurgens era is their Su-
perman, Reeve is mine.  Super-
man is and has always been my 
favorite superhero, but  ‘Super-
man ’78’  is a project I never 
dreamed of working on because 

it didn’t seem possible it could 
ever exist. This is the gig of a 
lifetime.” 
 In this first look preview,  “Su-
perman ‘78 no.1” begins with all 
the classic elements of  “Super-
man: The Movie” on full display. 
Check it out, and then scroll 
through for more information 
about this new comic book se-
ries launching in print and digi-
tally on August 24. 
 “Superman ‘78 no.1” is by Rob 
Venditti, Wilfredo Torres, Jordie 
Bellaire and Dave Lanphear ar-
rives on August 24 with a cover 
by Torres, plus variant covers by 
Evan “Doc” Shaner (open to or-
der) and Torres (1:25). 

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

Director David Ayer gives interviews with the media on the red carpet during the world 
premiere of the movie “Fury at the Newseum” in Washington, D.C. in 2014. Department 
of Defense photo by Marvin Lynchard 

Daily Planet 
This story was written using 

source material collected by the 
Daily Planet

By Destiny Ricks 
Daily Planet Reporter
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 Warner Bros. Home Enter-
tainment will release all 218 
episodes of the “Smallville” TV 
series to Blu-ray for the first time 
Oct. 19, 2021. 
 It’s been 20 years since Clark 
Kent first arrived in Kansas, and 
in honor of the 20th Anniversary 
of the series, “Smallville: The 
Complete Series 20th Anniver-
sary Edition” will soar onto Blu-
ray for the first time ever from 
Warner Bros. Home Entertain-
ment on Oct. 19, 2021. 
 This set for the ultimate fan 
features all 218 episodes along 
with over 28 hours of bonus 
features from all 10 seasons, plus 
Digital Copy (US Only). “Small-

ville: The Complete Series 20th 
Anniversary Edition” Blu-ray is 
priced to own at $179.99 SRP 
($209.99 in Canada) and will also 
be available on DVD for $154.99 
SRP ($184.99 in Canada). 
 The Emmy-winning 10-season 
hit that redefined the origins of 
the world’s greatest super hero 
is all here — from Krypton 
refugee Kal-El’s arrival on Earth 
through his tumultuous teen 
years to Clark Kent’s final steps 
toward embracing his destiny as 
the Man of Steel. 
 Starring Tom Welling as Clark 
Kent, Erica Durance as Lois Lane, 
Allison Mack as Chloe Sullivan, 
Kristin Kreuk as Lana Lang, 
Michael Rosenbaum as Lex 
Luthor, John Glover as Lionel 
Luthor, Annette O’Toole as 
Martha Kent, John Schneider as 
Jonathan Kent, Justin Hartley as 

Oliver Queen, Sam Jones III as 
Pete Ross, Cassidy Freeman as 
Tess Mercer, Aaron Ashmore as 
Jimmy Olsen, Eric Johnson as 
Whitney Fordman, Laura Van-
dervoort as Kara, Callum Blue as 
Zod, Jensen Ackles as Jason 
Teague and Sam Witwer as Davis 
Bloome, Smallville has also fea-
tured many notable guest stars 
including Terence Stamp, James 
Marsters, Michael McKean, Ian 
Somerhalder, Jane Seymour, Bri-
an Austin Green, Pam Grier, He-
len Slater, Michael Ironside, Ju-
lian Sands, Tori Spelling, Rutger 
Hauer and Christopher Reeve. 
 “Smallville: The Complete 
Series 20th Anniversary Edition” 
includes two DVD discs with 
over 28 hours of bonus features 
originally released on the Small-
ville Seasons 1-10 DVD sets. 

The Dailies 

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

A spoiler-free review of 
‘The Suicide Squad’ 

 J a m e s G u n n ’ s l o n g 
awaited  “The Suicide Squad”  is 
soon to be released (UK July 30, 
2021/USA August 6, 2021) and 
although we have waited so long 
for it, none of us are ready for it!  
 I got to see the movie recently 
and as soon as it ended all I 
wanted to do was watch it again! 
From the start to the finish (wait 
for the credits to end!) I was 
taken on a wild adventure that 
was funny, gory, explosive and 
with just the right amount of 
charm. This movie really gives 
you everything! 
 After this movie blew my mind 
I was able to speak with James 

Gunn about this standalone 
movie. I wanted to get inside the 
head that made mine explode! As 
many of you know, King Shark 
got my attention and love from 
the moment I saw him so we had 
a fun chat about Sylvester Stal-
lone and Harley Quinn. You can 
find that in the additional media. 
 I recorded this review the day 
after I watched this explosive 
tale and the scenes were fresh in 
my head, all of them…This film is 
not for kids but if you like come-
dy, action, thrills and talking 
sharks that steal your heart, you 
will love this movie! 

 “The Suicide Squad”  was re-
leased in the United Kingdom on 
July 30, 2021 and in America on 
August 6, 2021. 

 This article was originally pub-
lished at geekofsteel.com and has 
been authorized for republication 
at the Daily Planet. Listen to the 
full podcast version of this review 
at dailyplanetdc.com/2021/07/28. 

By The Geek of Steel 
Daily Planet Reporter

‘Smallville’ returns for special 
20th anniversary blu-ray box set 

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://thegeekofsteel.com/2021/07/28/ep65/
http://dailyplanetdc.com/2021/07/28
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 The hit 90s take on Superman, 
“Lois and Clark: The New Adven-
tures of Superman” makes its 
triumphant return to a streaming 
network after its previous plat-
form, DC Universe, switched to a 
comic centric outlet last year. 
 All 87 episodes are now avail-
able to stream on HBO Max start-
ing Aug. 3, 2021. 
 “Lois and Clark: The New Ad-
ventures of Superman” stars 
Dean Cain and Teri Hatcher as 
the titular couple. The series 
aired on ABC from Sep. 12, 1993, 
to June 14, 1997, coincidentally 
ending two days after what 
would become “Superman Day” 
(June 12), which was popularized 
in 2013 for the debut of Director 
Zack Snyder’s “Man of Steel.” 

 The series starts at the dawn 
of Superman’s career and ex-
plores the heroes early adven-
tures with famed Daily Planet 
reporter, Lois Lane. 
 As time went on, Lois and 
Clark developed a budding rela-
tionship. The series brought 
attention to the confusing love 
triangle between Lois, Clark and 
Superman. A take that has since 
dissolved. 
 In the bullpen of the Daily 
Planet building, Clark and Lois’ 
relationship grew from admira-
tion and flourished into love. 
Taking inspiration from the 90’s 
DC Comics Superman titles, the 
show popularized Lois and 
Clark’s relationship. It also gave a 
new dynamic to the love triangle 
Lois found herself ensnared in 
when it came to Clark Kent and 
his alter ego, Superman. 
 Util izing the Planet’s re-
sources, the influential reporting 

team of Lane and Kent exposed 
corruption and constant ly 
brought the truth to light. 
 The show was developed for 
television by Deborah Joy LeVine 
and loosely followed the modern 
origin  of Superman, established 
by writer  John Byrne, in which 
Clark Kent is the true personality 
and Superman a disguise. 
 “Lois and Clark: The New Ad-
ventures of Superman” was nom-
inated for five Primetime Emmy 
Awards. 
 The series stars Dean Cain as 
Clark Kent/Superman, Teri 
Hatcher as Lois Lane, Lane Smith 
as Perry White, Michael Landes 
as Jimmy Olsen (season one), 
Justin Whalin as Jimmy Olsen 
(season two, three and four), 
Eddie Jones as Jonathan Kent, K 
Callan as Martha Kent, John Shea 
as Lex Luthor and Tracy Scog-
gins as Cat Grant. 

Ayer continued 
From page 1 
  
 Ayer eventually dropped out 
of high school and spent every 
day in the streets holding up a 
wall in bodega. 
 “Took someone dying in my 
arms covered in their blood and 
vomit to wake me up,” Ayer 
wrote in his July statement.” So I 
joined the Navy and served on a 
nuclear submarine. And I saw 
more. And experienced things 
that seared my soul. Try 67 days 
underwater in a steel tube when 
you’re running out of food. The 
Navy broke me. And the Navy 
saved me. I learned discipline 
and the Navy gave me a work 
ethic.” 
 According to Ayer, he started 
writing screenplays because 
American screenwriter Wesley 
Strick saw something in him that 
he couldn’t see in himself yet. 
And Ayer admitted that this 
show of faith saved his life. 
 “I wrote and I wrote,” Ayer 
continued in his letter. “And | 
got sucked back into the streets. 
Smoking PCP [Phencyclidine] 
and cruising in my Olds Cutlass. I 
didn’t have a refridgerator, I 
didn’t have a bed. I had nothing, 
didn’t file tax returns for seven 
years. I had no future. And I fig-
ured I was just burning time until 
I caught a case and got locked 
up.” 
 According to Ayer, real life 
stories inspired his writings. 
 “That’s where ‘Training Day’ 
came from,” he admitted. “I saw 
it happen. I heard all the neigh-
borhood stories. I wrote them 
down. I poured my soul on the 
page. And when someone offered 
me 30K for the rights I laughed.” 
 Ayer wrote that “Training Day” 
was special. 
 “Of course no one believed it 
at the time,” Ayer wrote. “The 
nice Hollywood folks refused to 
believe cops could be that cor-
rupt. Then the Rampart Scandal 
happened and yeah they realized 
maybe it’s real. Took years to get 
that movie made and it changed 
my life. The lesson of that script 
— put your pain on the page.” 
 That’s why David Ayer tells 
stories. 
 “I’ve seen life, I’ve seen peo-
ple,” Ayer said. “I’ve seen the the 
bad do good and the good do 
bad. I write about my lived truth. 
And I take the risk — like putting 
my house on the line to direct 
my first movie.” 
 David Ayer signed on to direct 
and write “Suicide Squad” in 
September 2014 and reportedly 
only had six weeks to write the 
screenplay since the release date 
was already set. 
 “I put my life into Suicide 
Squad. I made something amaz-

ing — My cut is intricate and 
emotional journey with some 
‘bad people’ who are shit on and 
discarded (a theme that res-
onates in my soul). The studio 
cut is not my movie. Read that 
again.” 
 The “Ayer Cut” of “Suicide 
Squad” was first revealed soon 
after the theatrical films release. 
 “My cut is not the 10 week 
director’s cut,” Ayer said. “It’s a 
fully mature edit by Lee Smith 
standing on the incredibly work 
by John Gilroy. It’s all Steven 
Price’s brilliant score, with not a 
single radio song in the whole 
thing.” 
 According to Ayer, his version 
of “Suicide Squad” has tradition-
al character arcs, amazing per-
formances, a solid “3”4 Act reso-
lution,” and a handful of people 
have seen it. 
 “If someone says they have 
seen it, they haven’t,” Ayer 
pointed out. So yeah, should be 
clear by now I don’t have any 
quit in me. Never have. And why 
should I? Every day breathing is 
a gift. I though my story was 
going to end in a grave or a cell 
long ago.” 
 Ayer stated that the years he’s 
currently l iving are bonus 
rounds. 
 “I’m so honored and blessed 
to have the career I do. Quit? 
After my kids watched me come 
home every day after the studio 
takeover of the edit with my 
heart torn out? Who would I be 
to them if I quit?” 
 “I’ve never told my side of the 
story and I never will,” Ayer 
wrote. “Why? Same reason no 
one will ever know what hap-
pened on my submarine. I keep 
my covenants. I’m old school like 
that. So I kept my mouth shut 
and took the tsunami of some-
times shockingly personal criti-
cism. Why? That’s what I’ve done 
my whole life. Real talk, I’d rather 
get shot at.” 
 Ayer concluded his statement 
in saying that he’s “so proud” of 
“The Suicide Squad” director 
James Gunn’s success and is 
excited for what’s coming. 
 “I support WB and am thrilled 
the franchise is getting the legs it 
needs. I’m rooting for everyone, 
the cast, the crew. Every movie is 
a miracle. And Jame’s brilliant 
work will be the miracles of mir-
acles. I appreciate your patience. 
I will no longer speak publicly on 
this matter.” 
 During the red carpet pre-
miere of “The Suicide Squad” on 
Monday, Aug. 2, 2021, in Las An-
geles Variety‘s Marc Malkin ques-
tioned stars of the current and 
previous films. Here’s what they 
had to say. 
 “I think that’s all a very com-
plicated situation that I am prob-

ably not responsible for,” Harley 
Quinn actress, Margot said. “I 
would want to see the cut of 
every movie I’ve been a part of 
that I’ve never seen. The funny 
thing is that when you’re an ac-
tor, not when you’re a producer, 
as an actor, sometimes I don’t 
see it until half the country has 
seen it. You don’t really get to 
see the different iterations along 
the way, unless you’re a produc-
er.” 
 “It’s a win-win for everyone,” 
Mayling Ng, who plays Mongal in 
“The Suicide Squad,” said. “It’s a 
win-win for him to get his vision 
out and also Warner Bros. makes 
double the money on the same 
film.” 
 “It’s in a company’s best inter-
est to listen to their audience, 
and if it’s something that’s so in 
demand and they got it, why 
not?” John Cena, who plays 
Peacemaker in “The Suicide 
Squad,” pointed out. 
 “Yeah, why not? You always 
want to see the director’s 
vision,” Joel Kinnaman, who 
plays Colonel Rick Flag in both 
“Suicide Squad” and 2021’s “The 
Suicide Squad” said. 
 On the “Just For Variety” pod-
cast in June, Kinnaman said that 
he was disappointed with “Sui-
cide Squad.” 
 “I thought the first 40 minutes 
of the film were fucking great, 
and then there were conflicting 
visions and it just didn’t end up 
being what we all hoped it was. It 
didn’t feel like the movie that we 
hoped we were going to make,”  
 Many in the entertainment 
industry often point out that 
studios should listen to demand 
because it’s just good business. 
 Before David Ayer shared his 
statement on July 29, 2021, the 
unofficial advocate page pushing 
for the release of the “Ayer Cut” 
asked fans to share why they 
wanted to see the director’s ver-
sion of the film. 
 “I wanna know see more 
scenes with Jared Leto's Joker,” 
fan Alex Crespo said in a tweet. 
 “I’m a huge DC fan,” said an-
other fan, J. Edward Lenger. “I fell 
in love with Nolan’s TDK trilogy 
and Snyder’s MoS and BvS. 
Those movies were more than 
just your typical popcorn flick. 
Ayer had a vision just like Nolan 
and Snyder did. WB took away 
Snyder’s but we fought for it 
back. Ayer deserves the same 
treatment.” 
 “I’d like to see the director’s 
vision not a panicked last minute 
course change,” Flash Sawyer 
said. “Plus more of Jared Leto as 
Joker.” 
 Vis i t da i lyplanetdc.com/
2021/08/05 to read more fan re-
sponses about releasing the 
“Ayer Cut.” 

Xolo Maridueña in talks to star 
as HBO Max’s ‘Blue Beetle’ 

 On Monday, The Wrap report-
ed that actor Xolo Maridueña 
(“Cobra Kai”) is officially in talks 
to star as the lead role Jaime 
Reyes for the upcoming HBO 
Max “Blue Beetle” solo film.  
 Maridueña, who is of Mexican, 
Cuban and Ecuadorian heritage 
is best known for his role as 
Miguel Diaz on the Netflix origi-
nal series “Cobra Kai,” the con-
tinuation of the “Karate Kid” 
franchise. The fourth season of 
“Cobra Kai” will premiere in the 
fourth quarter of 2021. 
 In the world of DC Comics, 
“Blue Beetle” is a superhero alter 
ego used by three different he-
roes, but the film will focus on 
Mexican-American teenager 
Jaime Reyes who is the third 
character to assume the “Blue 
Beetle” mantle.  
 The character of “Blue Beetle” 
was created by Charles Wo-
jtkowski for Fox Comics in 1939 
as the alter ego of Dan Garrett, a 
police officer who uses experi-
mental vitamins to develop su-
perpowers. Dan Garrett was an 
archeologist who discovered the 
Blue Beetle scarab and used its 
power to fight crime.  
 Though his successor, Ted 
Kord, was unable to harness the 
scarab’s power, the brilliant bil-
lionaire took on the Blue Beetle 
mantle from his mentor using 
technology and martial arts. 
Years later, a teenage boy named 
Jaime Reyes came into the pos-
session of the Blue Beetle scarab 
and used it to manifest a 
weaponized exoskeleton. Taking 
on the Beetle mantle, Jaime used 
the suit for good alongside his 
two best friends Brenda and 
Paco. 
 Also to note, the DC Universe 
has officially cast four Latin ac-
tors in key film roles this year, 

with Leslie Grace(Barbara Gor-
don in “Batgirl”) who is Domini-
can-American, joining Sasha 
Calle (Supergirl in “The Flash”), 
Rachel Zegler, who was cast as a 
mystery role in “Shazam! Fury of 
the Gods” , and now Xolo 
Maridueña(“Blue Beetle”).  
 As of now, no plot details have 
been revealed about the film.  
 “HBO Max presents a huge 
opportunity for DC,” Warner 
Bros. Picture Group Chair Toby 
Emmerich revealed in an inter-
view earlier this year. “It allows 
us to make high-quality mid-bud-
get superhero movies that rein-
troduce lesser-known DC titles, 
while also crossing over stand-
out characters from our bigger 
films into original series. Con-

necting the DC cinematic uni-
verse with Max gives our fans 
more ways to explore the DC 
multiverse and more chances to 
enjoy more great stories with 
these beloved characters.” 
 The film will debut on HBO 
Max. Angel Manuel Soto(“Charm 
City Kings”) will direct from a 
screenplay by Mexican-born 
writer Gareth Dunnet-Alcocer, 
(Universal’s “Scarface” remake, 
“Miss Bala.”) John Rickard is set 
to produce for HBO Max, and Zev 
Foreman is executive-producing 
the project. 
 The Blue Beetle film is looking 
to start production early next 
year. No official release date has 
been confirmed by Warner Media 
for “Blue Beetle” on HBO Max.  

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor

‘Lois and Clark’ returns on HBO Max 
By Zack Benz 

Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

Teri Hatcher as Lois Lane and Dean Cain as Superman/Clark. Photo courtesy of DC Comics 

David Ayer speaking at the 2017 San Diego Comic Con International, for “Bright,” at the San Diego Convention Center in San Diego, 
California. Photo by Gage Skidmore 

Xolo Maridueña 
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