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 “Spider-Man: No Way Home” is 
arguably one of the most antici-
pated movies of 2021, and it’s 
been a long and bumpy road to 
get to the first official trailer 
release. Rumors have continu-
ously circulated for months on 
when fans would get a glimpse at 
the newest Spider-Man movie. 
From possibly releasing on the 
star Tom Holland’s birthday, to 
releasing near the “Black Widow” 
premiere to play in front of the 
movie, no one’s guess was on the 
mark. 
 Then came CinemaCon. Ac-
cording to CinemaCon’s official 
website, the event is organized 
by The National Association of 
Theatre Owners (NATO). It is an 
exclusive convention that cele-
brates the moviegoing experi-
ence and where the biggest Hol-
lywood studios present their 
future slate of movies. Once Sony 
was scheduled to present on 
Monday, August 23, there were 

rumors that a “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home” trailer would pre-
miere, and then be released to 
the public. 
 As the rumors seemed to be 
confirmed by sources like Erik 
Davis, and anticipation for Cin-
emaCon built, catastrophe struck 
Sunday afternoon. The two-
minute trailer was leaked online 
and shared everywhere, and the 
fan and online reactions were 
instantaneous.  
 The leaked trailer was water-
marked so it didn’t take people 
long to find the original source. 
Allegedly, the leaker of the trailer 

was Wassilia Lmouci, who was 
hired last month as a VFX artist, 
and the scooper who reportedly 
shared the trailer was Superhero 
Theorist. 
 In recent history, there has 
never been such a major trailer 
leak for a well-known studio like 
Sony. It wasn’t a simple mistake 
of posting a trailer too early. 
Instead, the trailer was leaked by 
being shared with others and the 
catalyst may be the perpetrators’ 
jobs. Only time will tell how this 
event will affect other trailer 

SEE TRAILER • PAGE 2 ▶︎ 

Tony Curran cast as Despero 
for season eight of  

‘The Flash’ 
————— 

 On Thursday Deadline report-
ed an exclusive revealing that the 
British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts (BAFTA) award-
winner Tony Curran has been 
cast as Despero the Conqueror. 
Despero is a supervillain created 
by Gardner Fox and Mike 
Sekowsky in 1960 

The CW’s heroes and villains 
unite for a five-part ‘Flash’ 

premiere 
————— 

 Eight seasons in and  “The 
Flash”  still knows how to sur-
prise. “The Flash’s”  eighth sea-
son, along with the five-part “Ar-
mageddon,” kicks off on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16 at 8 p.m. (7 p.m. CST). 
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 The “Snyder Cut” of “Justice 
League” is an incredibly charac-
ter-driven film with one of the 
biggest scopes of any comic book 
movie. Along with all the heart 
and action the movie has, it even 
gives us a glimpse of what was to 
come. 
 Many fans, including myself, 
have speculated how Flash (Ezra 
Miller) might have branched the 
timeline creating alternate reali-
ties and setting the course for the 
potential Knightmare world that 
is teased in “Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice” and “Zack Sny-
der’s Justice League.”  
 Both Bruce Wayne (Ben Af-
fleck) and Cyborg (Ray Fisher) 
have visions of this future hellish 
world. Reader beware: my fan 
theory and analysis contains 
potential spoilers from the origi-
nal storyboards laid down by 
Zack Snyder for the plans of the 
Superman saga across sequels to 
“Justice League.”  
 Zack Snyder stated that he did 
a new set of storyboards for the 
sequels that have not been. It is 
difficult to estimate to what ex-
tent the original storyboards 
match in parallel to the final sto-
ryboards. With the warning of 
potential spoilers out of the way, 
read on for my fan analysis of 
how Flash splintered the time 
stream in the quest for a future 
that is not doomed.  
 In “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League,” we see the League enter-
ing the Kryptonian ship to resur-
rect Superman (Henry Cavill) in 
Part 5: “All The King’s Horses.” 
Here, Cyborg, also known as Vic-
tor Stone, is g iven an ex-
traordinary vision of a few possi-
ble futures that could happen by 
waking the Mother Box to revive 
Superman.  
 At first, we see the Mother 
Boxes being synchronized caus-
ing a massive explosion leveling 
the Earth and terraforming it into 
a copy of Steppenwolf’s world, 
Apokolips. The subsequent 

dream shows us Darkseid sitting 
on a throne, watching.  
 The third dream shows us 
Darkseid attending Diana’s funer-
al in Themyscira. The fourth 
dream shows us Darkseid killing 
Aquaman in Atlantis. The fifth 
Dream shows us Superman 
mourning over the death of Lois 
Lane and Darkseid taking control 
of his vulnerable mind through 
the Anti-Life Equation. The sixth 
and final dream shows us a world 
turned to dust. This dominion is 
ruled by Superman where he is 
flying above with Batman’s cowl 

in his hand. We also see Aqua-
man’s trident, Wonder Woman’s 
shield, corpse of Green Lantern 
Kilowog, a torn Joker card, and 
possibly a few more storied ref-
erences. 
 After Cyborg and his Knight-
mare visions, there are two more 
people who see such dreams. 
One of them is Bruce Wayne. In 
“Batman v Superman”, we see 
him in a post-apocalyptic world 
ruled by Darkseid, parademons, 
and Superman and his soldiers 
(“stormtroopers,” as Zack Snyder 
calls them). We see Batman’s 

resistance army being killed by 
Superman’s regime. The dream 
ends with Superman unmasking 
Batman and killing him right after 
saying, “She was my world and 
you took her from me.” This is 
followed by an appearance from 
the future Flash warning him 
about Lois Lane being the key. 
 The second Knightmare in 
“Zack Snyder’s Justice League” 
shows us Batman along with his 
rebel team that includes the Jok-
er, Deathstroke, Mera, Cyborg, 
Flash and possibly the Green 
Lantern John Stewart. We see 

Mera holding Arthur’s trident and 
we witness a conversation be-
tween Batman and the Joker 
where they have a tense con-
frontation about their respective 
past losses of Dick Grayson and 
Harley Quinn with an agreement 
for a truce despite the bitter bad 
b l o o d b e t w e e n t h e m . T h e 
Knightmare dream ends with 
Superman finding them, and 
Bruce waking up. This hostile 
Superman is under Darkseid’s 
control.  
 Another person who sees vi-
sions is Diana in the original sto-

ryboards for the “Justice League” 
sequels. This was a part of Won-
der Woman’s arc after “Justice 
League” where she uses the Las-
so of Truth to channel her memo-
ries and find her way back to 
Themyscira. We see her walking 
the paths of Tartarus, the Greek 
underworld or hell, and coming 
back to the world as the God of 
War. We see her killing Superman 
in the dream of a potential 
future.  
 Zack confirmed that Superman  
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‘Black Adam’ 
in final week 
of production

JURNEE SMOLLETT REPRISING ‘BLACK CANARY’ ROLE IN SOLO FILM BEING DEVELOPED FOR HBO MAX  

New Superman 
podcasts make 

their way to the 
Daily Planet 
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‘Shazam 2’ 
finishes  
filming

‘Superman & Lois’ 
1x15 — The last  
sons of Krypton 
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Superman floating over the ruins of the Hall of Justice in a possible future timeline. Photo courtesy of Warner Media 

‘Spider -Man: No Way Home’ FDA grants full approval  
to Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine

 The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) announced that it 
has approved Pfizer and BioN-
Tech’s COVID-19 vaccine for 
people 16 and older, making it 
the first to be fully licensed for 
use in the United States. 
 “The FDA’s approval of this 
vaccine is a milestone as we 
continue to battle the COVID-19 
pandemic. While this and other 

vaccines have met the FDA’s 
rigorous, scientific standards for 
emergency use authorization, as 
the first FDA-approved COVID-19 
vaccine, the public can be very 
confident that this vaccine meets 
the high standards for safety, 
effectiveness, and manufacturing 
quality the FDA requires of an 
approved product,” said Acting 
FDA Commissioner Janet Wood-
cock, M.D. “While millions of 
people have already safely re-
ceived COVID-19 vaccines, we 
recognize that for some, the FDA 

approval of a vaccine may now 
instill additional confidence to 
get vaccinated. Today’s mile-
stone puts us one step closer to 
altering the course of this pan-
demic in the U.S.”  
 Since Dec. 11, 2020, the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine has 
been available under Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA) in indi-
viduals 16 years of age and older, 
and the authorization was ex-
panded to include those 12 
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THE KNIGHTMARE
By Jainam Turakhia 
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Knightmare of 
the Snyderverse 

unleashed

Trailer released  
after serious leaks
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TRAILER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

premieres. 
 In a surprising move, Sony did 
not buckle under the pressure of 
the trailer leak by releasing it 
early. Instead, the “Spider-Man: 
No Way Home” trailer still pre-
miered at Sony’s CinemaCon 
presentation on August 23. 
 The trailer was well worth the 
wait because it gives fans just 
enough story and action without 
spoiling the entirety of the 
movie. Seeing Doctor Strange 
and Peter Parker interact is al-
ready a delight. And fans will be 
amazed by the cameos that 
seemingly confirm the multi-
verse at the very end of the trail-
er. Alfred Molina’s Doc Ock is 
back and there’s a glimpse of 
Green Goblin’s famous pumpkin 
bombs. Will we be seeing a 
glimpse of other Spideys in the 
future? There’s a lot to look for-
ward to with “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home.” 
 With the release of the trailer, 
Sony has released an official 

synopsis for “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home.” It states: “For the 
first time in the cinematic histo-
ry of Spider-Man, our friendly 
neighborhood hero is unmasked 
and no longer able to separate 
his normal life from the high-
stakes of being a Super Hero. 
When he asks for help from Doc-
tor Strange the stakes become 
even more dangerous, forcing 
him to discover what it truly 
means to be Spider-Man.” 
 “Spider-Man: No Way Home” is 
directed by Jon Watts and stars 
Tom Holland, Zendaya, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, and Angourie 
Rice. The highly-anticipated 
movie swings into theaters on 
Dec. 17, 2021.  

The Dailies 
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VACCINE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

through 15 years of age on May 
10, 2021. EUAs can be used by 
the FDA during public health 
emergencies to provide access 
to medical products that may be 
effective in preventing, diagnos-
ing, or treating a disease, provid-
ed that the FDA determines that 
the known and potential benefits 
of a product, when used to pre-
vent, diagnose, or treat the dis-
ease, outweigh the known and 
potential risks of the product. 
 FDA-approved vaccines un-
dergo the agency’s standard 
process for reviewing the quality, 
safety and effectiveness of med-
ical products. For all vaccines, 
the FDA evaluates data and in-
formation included in the manu-
facturer’s submission of a biolog-
ics license application (BLA). A 
BLA is a comprehensive docu-
ment that is submitted to the 
agency providing very specific 
requirements. For Comirnaty, the 
BLA builds on the extensive data 
and information previously sub-

mitted that supported the EUA, 
such as preclinical and clinical 
data and information, as well as 
details of the manufacturing 
process, vaccine testing results 
to ensure vaccine quality, and 
inspections of the sites where 
the vaccine is made. The agency 
conducts its own analyses of the 
information in the BLA to make 
sure the vaccine is safe and ef-

fective and meets the FDA’s 
standards for approval.  
 “Our scientific and medical 
experts conducted an incredibly 
thorough and thoughtful evalua-
tion of this vaccine. We evaluat-
ed scientific data and informa-
tion included in hundreds of 
thousands of pages, conducted 
our own analyses of Comirnaty’s 
safety and effectiveness, and 
performed a detailed assessment 
of the manufacturing processes, 
including inspections of the 
manufacturing facilities,” said 
Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D., director 
of FDA’s Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research. “We 
have not lost sight that the 
COVID-19 public health crisis 
continues in the U.S. and that the 
public is counting on safe and 
effective vaccines. The public 
and medical community can be 
confident that although we ap-
proved this vaccine expeditious-
ly, it was fully in keeping with 
our existing high standards for 
vaccines in the U.S.”  
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KNIGHTMARE  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

would be back to wearing his 
blue suit in this vision. He goes 
back to blue while under Dark-
seid’s control because the blue 
suit is his ambassador suit on 
Earth and the black suit is the 
default Kryptonian heritage suit, 
so the Darkseid-controlled Su-
perman is trying to subvert the 
hopeful symbolism of the blue 
suit to demoralize the resistance 
against Darkseid. 
 Let’s take a closer look and 
break down these visions. The 
Kryptonian ship warned upon 
resurrecting Superman, “The 
future has taken root in the 
present,” in reference to Merlin’s 
line in “Excalibur” (1981).   The 
original timeline is the League 
resurrecting Superman by wak-
ing up the Mother Box with a 
bolt of Flash’s electromagnetic 
charge.  
 The same Mother Box, which 
had also brought Cyborg into a 
new life, would then fall in hands 
of Steppenwolf who synchro-
nizes them to terraform the 
Earth into dusty Apokoliptian 
wastelands with Darkseid as the 
ruler. Everyone dies when the 
Unity is reached, which can be 
seen in reverse when Barry 
rewinds back time and we see a 
disintegrated Superman and 
Cyborg being reintegrated. That 
is how the original timeline ends. 
 However, Barry reversing time 
sets course for a new inevitable 
future with events in motion. 
Darkseid tells DeSaad, “Ready 
the armada, we will use the old 
ways.” In the spirit of the Termi-
nator franchise, “You never 
avoided Judgement Day, you only 
postponed it.”  
 This leads into the framework 
of the “Justice League” sequel 
where Lex Luthor teams up with 
Darkseid and tells him the way to 
break Superman. With the domi-
nos in motion, Superman suc-
cumbs to the Anti-Life Equation, 
Darkseid kills Diana and Arthur, 
and the world turns to dust. This 
chain of events brings Cyborg’s 
series of visions to fruition. For 
our purposes, let’s refer to these 
events as “Timeline 2.”  
 The inception of the Knight-
mare timeline is the death of Lois 
Lane. In this Timeline 2 with 
Superman, Wonder Woman, and 
Aquaman falling. Batman teams 
up with some friendly survivors 
and some foes forming a rebel 
group to resist Darkseid’s rule. 
Mera holding Aquaman’s trident 
and Bruce and Joker making a 
truce. Joker’s card is seen 
prominently on Bruce’s gun in 
the Knightmare future, and then 
we come to Cyborg’s sixth vision 
where we see Superman holding 
the cowl he removed in “Batman 
v Superman” right before killing 
him.  
 The card representing the 
truce between Bruce and Joker is 
seen torn and flying in the wind, 
telling us that Bruce broke the 
truce and might have discussed 
past events or might have killed 
the Joker. Only Zack Snyder 
would know until we get to see it. 
In the very last scene, we also 
see Arthur’s trident. Knowing the 
events of the splintered timeline, 
we can surmise the last owner of 
the trident was Mera. This might 
be a way to tell us that maybe 
Mera does not survive the 
Knightmare world.  
 Deathstroke is killed by Su-
perman, according to the original 
storyboards, or maybe we have 
both Deadshot and Deathstroke, 
instead of Deadshot replacing 
Deathstroke in Snyder’s revised 
story planning, in which case, 
the fate of Slade Wilson would be 
unknown for now.  
 Timeline 2 comes to an end for 
us when Flash goes back in time 

and tells Bruce something that 
would make him want to sacrifice 
himself to protect Lois.  In the 
original storyboards, it was him 
realizing that he is the father of 
Lois’s child but the plans for that 
arc have been changed. The 
original idea was that Bruce and 
Lois would bond over the loss of 
their mutual hero and develop a 
romance while Superman was 
dead. Bruce would get decapitat-
ed by Darkseid’s Omega-Beams 
leading us to a Timeline 3.  
 Before we get to that, let us 
not forget that the rogue Super-
man from Timeline 2 is still alive. 
So here is where Diana’s vision 
takes place. She comes back as 
the God Of War and kills Super-
man and possibly unites the 
world in Timeline 3. 
 In Timeline 3, Superman does 
not go rogue since his mental 
state is not vulnerable and sus-
ceptible to Darkseid’s control 
without the loss of Lois because 
she never dies in the first place 
thanks to Bruce. Bruce’s sacrifice 
inspires him to be the leader and 
unite the world just like his own 
sacrifice at the end of “Batman v 
Superman” inspired Bruce to 
form and unite the Justice 
League in “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League”.   As the storyboard 
plans laid out, Superman unites 
the world and the entire world 
becomes a Justice League. That 
is how Zack Snyder’s storyline 
comes to its climax with a final 

showdown against Darkseid and 
the whole Apokolyptian family 
with their armies of Parademons. 
We would see a world united, 
with Superman self-actualizing 
into the exemplary beacon of 
hope we all know and love.  
 Snyder had also planted roots 
for the original Doomsday in 
“Man of Steel” and if we follow 
the canon, the first Doomsday 
inspires Darkseid to create an 
army of his own Parademon 
Doomsdays which might also be 
there in the third “Justice 
League” installment. 
 The storyboard plans also 
offered a redemptive arc for Lex 
Luthor. Luthor is after all a hu-
manitarian and philanthropist, 
and upon realizing that Dark-
seid’s schemes would usher the 
subjugation and destruction of 
humanity, Lex transports himself 
to Darkseid’s Apokoliptian ship 
to blow it up.  
 Zack Snyder’s story plans 
made Superman the centerpiece 
of the saga. The storyboard 
plans show a creative and brave 
idea of storytelling that would 
have enthralled fans in parallel 
to the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse. Fans of the original DC 
tone will keep clamoring for the 
powers that be to restore the 
Snyderverse.  

 Superman, the first and great-
est Superhero of all, has been 
around giving hope to a lot of 
people for almost a century. 
 “Superman and Lois” has hon-
estly given us the best Superman 
adaptations in decades, manag-
ing to combine all versions of the 
character while giving the fan a 
perfect modern adaptation.  
 The season finale titled “The 
Last Sons of Krypton,” directed 
by the Arrowverses very own 
Tom Cavanagh (Dr. Wells on “The 
Flash”) was not only one of the 
best episodes of the season, but 
also acted as a perfect way to 
end the first chapter of a great 
show. 
 Firstly, the visuals express 
such great cinematography and 
the action scenes were handled 
very professionally.  I really felt 
like I was watching a big budget 
blockbuster, and the writing and 
acting were phenomenal. 
 This episode had a perfect 
balance between the emotion, 
action and drama, and there were 
a bunch of scenes that made one 
tear up.  
 Every scene was done with 
care and precision, and ex-
pressed the passion poured in by 
all involved. 
 A character, or characters, 
whose storyline the fans were a 
bit apprehensive towards went 
through an amazing journey and 
established themselves to be an 
integral part of the show. Kyle 
and the Cushing family’s journey 
throughout the season reflects 
the journey of Smallville. 
 The atmosphere of the show 
transitioned from the pilot where 
colors were dull and muted, and 
by the end we have a much 
brighter and vibrant color pal-
ette.  
 The actors for Jordan and 
Jonathan Kent (Alex Garfin and 
Jordan Elsass) are going places, 
and both of them have great 
chemistry on screen. Their 
scenes together genuinely feel 
like scenes between real broth-
ers. Tyler Hoechlin and Elizabeth 

Tulloch are, in my opinion, the 
perfect Superman and Lois Lane. 
They work so well together that 
you long for scenes with them. 
 In the end, when Natalie, who 
is John Henry’s daughter, comes 
to Earth-Prime emotions and 
uncertainty abound. John Henry 
Irons goes through a lot and Wolé 
Parks does an amazing job of 
bringing out the joy and disbelief 
expressed when his character 
learns that his daughter is still 
alive. The episode kind of ends 
on an ominous note as the music 
is more slowed, and you are left 

with the fear that something (or 
someone) bad is not far behind. 
 A great episode and an amaz-
ing way to end a season. Five out 
of five stars. 

 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

 Superman and Lois has now 
concluded with a perfect season 
and I’m really excited for what 
they have in store going forward. 
Filming for season 2 starts on 
Sept. 27, 2021. 

 Eight seasons in and  “The 
Flash”  still knows how to sur-
prise. 
 While Grant Gustin’s speedy 
superhero only wrapped up his 
seventh season a month ago, 
we’re not too far from the launch 
of his eighth, which The CW 
announced today will kick off 
with a five-part epic event that 
will bring more than a half-dozen 
h e ro e s a n d v i l l a i n s f ro m 
throughout the Arrowverse to 
Central City for a massive story-
line called “Armageddon.” 
 According to the event’s log-
line, a powerful alien threat ar-
rives on Earth under mysterious 
circumstances and Barry (Grant 
Gustin), Iris (Candice Patton) 
and the rest of Team Flash are 
pushed to their limits in a des-
perate battle to save the world. 
But with time running out, and 
the fate of humanity at stake, 
Flash and his companions will 
also need to enlist the help of 
some old friends if the forces of 
good are to prevail. 
 Those allies come from The 
CW’s other DC shows and in-
clude more than a few surprises 

— Javicia Leslie as Batwoman, 
Brandon Routh as the Atom, 
Cress Williams as Black Light-
ning, Chyler Leigh as Sentinel, 
Kat McNamara as Mia Queen and 
Osric Chau as Ryan Choi. In ad-
dition, Tom Cavanagh and Neal 
McDonough will return as two of 
the small screen’s biggest bads, 
the Reverse-Flash and Damien 
Darhk. 
 While The CW’s Chairman and 
CEO Mark Pedowitz  has said 
that  “Armageddon” isn’t techni-
cally a crossover event—it’ll be 
limited to “The Flash,” after all — 
it’s clear that it’s much bigger 
than your standard season pre-
miere. 
 “Simply put, these are going to 
b e s o m e o f t h e m o s t 
emotional  ‘Flash’ episodes ever,” 
shared  “Flash”  Executive Pro-
ducer Eric Wallace. “Plus, there 
are some truly epic moments 
and huge surprises that await 
our fans. And we’re doing them 
on a scale that’s bigger and 
b o l d e r t h a n o u r 
traditional  ‘Flash’ episodes. So 
yes, ‘Armageddon’ is a lot more 
than just another graphic novel 

storyline. It’s going to be a true 
event for  ‘Flash’  and  ‘Arrow-
verse’ fans, old and new. Honest-
ly, I can’t wait for audiences to 
see what we’ve got planned.” 
 “The Flash”  wrapped up its 
most recent season with another 
large-scale event, albeit a bit 
smaller in scale than “Armaged-
don.” The two-part season finale, 
“Heart of the Matter” (above), 
introduced Jordan Fisher as Bart 
Allen and brought back the vil-
lain Godspeed, as well as John 
Wesley Shipp’s Jay Garrick, Ca-
vanagh’s Reverse-Flash, Carlos 
Valdes’ Vibe and Jessica Parker 
Kennedy’s XS. However, big as 
the finale was it ended rather 
definitively suggesting that fans 
are unlikely to find any narrative 
threads that set up “Armaged-
don” there. (Not that you 
shouldn’t go and rewatch “Heart 
of the Matter,” anyhow. You total-
ly should.) 
 “The Flash’s”  eighth season, 
along with the five-part “Ar-
mageddon,” kicks off on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16 at 8 p.m. (7 p.m. CST).    
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Armageddon
The CW’s heroes and villains unite for a five-part ‘Flash’ premiere 

By Cat Grant 
Daily Planet Reporter

Candice Patton as Iris West-Allen, Carlos Valdes as Cisco Ramon and Grant Gustin as Barry Allen in the season 7 finale of “The Flash.” 
Photo courtesy of The CW 
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‘Superman & Lois’ 
Season one ends on a spectacular note. Manages to combine all versions of 
the character, giving fans a perfect modern adaptation

Photo courtesy of HBO Max 
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By Sanjayan Karthikeyan 
Daily Planet Reporter

Tyler Hoechlin as Clark Kent. Photo courtesy of The CW 

Bitsie Tulloch as Lois Lane and Tyler Hoechlin as Superman. Photo courtesy of The CW 
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