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‘Stargirl’ 2×01 reminds us 
that duality is crucial  

for growing up 
————— 

 After a lengthy hiatus and a 
well-thought-out cliffhanger that 
left fans with more questions 
than answers, it feels incredible 
to say “Stargirl” Season 2 has 
officially returned to our lives to 
entrance us with a new well-writ-
ten mystery. 
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‘Superman: The Animated 
Series’ immortalized in 25th-
anniversary blu-ray box set 

————— 
 Warner Bros. Home Entertain-
ment and DC are celebrating the 
25th anniversary of “Superman: 
The Animated Series” by releas-
ing the fully re-mastered series as 
a Blu-ray and Digital Box Set for 
$69.99 (USD). 
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 On Friday, Aug. 13, 2021, fans 
across the globe took to social 
media demanding the studio ’s 
release of Director David Ayer’s 
cut of “Suicide Squad.” 
 The film saw it’s theatrical 
release in Aug. 2016 and garnered 
$746.8 million at the world-wide 
box office. Like “Zack Snyder’s 
Justice League,” David Ayer’s cut 
of the film was altered by Warner 
Bros. and saw drastic changes in 
the pictures overall feel and sto-
ry. And with the success of the 
“Snyder Cut,” fans again continue 
to campaign for the directors 
version of a DC inspired film. 
 Friday’s campaign flourished 
as fans rallied in support for the 
release of Director David Ayer’s 
true vision. It trended worldwide 
with over 400,000 tweets using 
the hashtag #ReleaseTheAyerCut.   
 “403k WTF?,” tweeted Ayer 
during the campaign Friday. “Was 
going to [lie] low in all this. But 
the engagement with this hashtag 
is stunning.” 
 Ayer also encouraged fans to 
keep posts positive.  
 “It’s humbling to have so many 
people pulling for me,” he con-
tinued. “#ReleaseTheAyerCut. 
Light and love always win over 
darkness.” 
 Like “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League,” Ayer’s version of “Sui-
cide Squad” is different than the 
theatrical release. And, according 
to sources, the blame lies solely 
on studio interference. 
 On July 29, 2020 Ayer released 
an extended comment about his 
early life and its influence on his 
craft.  
 “I put my life into ‘Suicide 
Squad,’” Ayer said. “I made some-
thing amazing — My cut is intri-
cate and emotional journey with 
some ‘bad people’ who are shit 
on and discarded (a theme that 
resonates in my soul). The studio 
cut is not my movie.” 
 “Anyone who has written/di-
rected a film knows just how 
difficult it is on so many levels,” 
tweeted writer and director Adam 
Macdonald. “At the end you won-
der if you could ever do it again. 
The relief is when it's released 
and you get to share that work. I 
wish this on any director. I want 
to see it!   #ReleaseTheAyerCut." 

 “Titans” has returned for its 
third season after moving stream-
ing services from DC Universe to 
HBO Max. And the difference in 
quality is already clear to many 
fans and even casual viewers. 
Before, while “Titans” was enjoy-
able for any DC fan, it was very 
hit-or-miss. But the move to HBO 
Max and the move to Gotham 
City has already shown a pro-
found benefit to “Titans.” 
 Everything on “Titans” is up-
graded, from the heroes and vil-
lains to the action sequences. 
Season 3 already seems darker 
and more mature than usual, but 
in a way that’s welcome because 
the mature topics are so expertly 
handled. Plus, this season is well-
refined and grounded in the con-
cepts it’s trying to explore, such 
as the true costs of living the 
superhero life and even the cost 
of being a Robin. 
 Seeing the Titans work togeth-
er as a team from the start is an 
amazing sight to behold. Each 
character on “Titans” is perfectly 
cast, and that even applies to the 
new additions. While we’re still in 
the early days of the season, Jay 
Lycurgo as Tim Drake, Savannah 
Welch as Barbara Gordon, and 
Vincent Kartheiser as Jonathan 
Crane all impress. Brenton 
Thwaites continues to prove that 
he was destined to play Dick 
Grayson, and Anna Diop is per-
fection as Kory; it’s also much 
appreciated that Kory’s leader-
ship is already being showcased 
in Season 3. 
 And Ryan Potter’s Gar Logan 
and Joshua Orpin’s Conner play 
so well off of each other. Finally, 
Curran Walters has stepped up 
his game; he’s already a phenom-
enal Red Hood. 
 And aga in , the move to 
Gotham is a smart choice be-
cause the stakes are high, and 
your beloved heroes are truly in 
danger. When Dick Grayson calls 
the Titans in to help with the 
mysterious Red Hood, he gives 
the patented hero speech, em-
phasizing that Gotham is different 
and their situation is extremely 
risky. And after watching the first 
three episodes, the viewer  
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‘The Suicide 
Squad’ plummets 

at box-office, 
earns estimated 
$2.2M on Friday  

DEMANDING DAVID AYER’S

By Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

BATMAN’S PARTNER, THE THIRD ROBIN TIM DRAKE, COMES OUT AS QUEER IN LATEST DC COMICS SERIES  P2  
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Alison Arngrim talks ‘Little 
House on the Prairie’ 

Haiti hit by powerful 7.2 
magnitude earthquake 

‘Titans’ has  
a phenomenal 

third season start 

 The entertainer and author 
opens up about her time on “Lit-
tle House on the Prairie” and 
why playing a character hated 
for onscreen meanness took a 
toll on her. 
 Alison Arngrim was born into 
the entertainment industry. Her 
father, Thor Arngrim, was a 
Canadian-born Hollywood man-
ager. Her mother, Norma MacMil-
lan, who was from Vancouver, 
British Columbia, was an actress. 
She did voices for animated 
characters like “Casper the 
Friendly Ghost,” “Gumby” and 
“Sweet Polly Purebred” from 
“Underdog.” 
 After starting her career as a 
child model and actress in televi-
sion commercials, she audi-
tioned for “Little House on the 

Prairie.” Her character on that 
series would become a house-
hold name. 
 Arngrim was 11 when she took 
the role of the little girl America 
loved to hate, “Nellie Oleson,” 
and she said being able to vent 
her rage may have saved her 
sanity. Arngrim suffered years of 
sexual abuse as a child and has 
been open about that trauma. 
 “When you live with abuse, 
you have a lot of rage and anger, 
and I had a place to actually take 
it and vent it as Nellie,” Arngrim 
said. 
 Although she was cast in the 
antagonis t ro le o f “Ne l l ie 
Oleson,” she also auditioned for 
two other parts before landing 
that one. 
 “Well, it was so crazy, because 
I had not read any of the books. I 
didn’t even know there was a 
Nellie Oleson. I was totally clue-
less. But after I went to the first 

audition, they kept calling me 
back.   I’d actually read for the 
part of Laura. Then I read for the 
part of Mary.The audition for 
Laura was like the search for the 
Scarlet O’Hara of eight-year-
olds,” She said. “I kept coming 
back to these auditions and they 
finally called me back to read for 
Nellie Oleson. I had no idea what 
they were talking about. I was 
sitting there with my dad and I 
turned to him and said, ‘This is 
not a normal part.’   He said, 
‘What do you mean?’ I said, ‘Well, 
this girl’s a total bitch.’ And my 
dad was just cracking up. He told 
me, ‘Don’t change a thing. You go 
in and you read it like that.  Don’t 
rehearse it anymore. Don’t read 
it again.’ So I went in and it was 
Michael Landon and Kent Mc-
Cray and I read it for them. They 
went nuts. They started laughing 
hysterically.” 

See Arngrim on page 3

 A 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
struck Haiti on Saturday in the 
western part of the nation, killing 
at least 304 people and injuring 
many others. 

 Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
declared a state of emergency 
and will mobilize government 
resources to help victims in the 
affected areas. 
 The damage and devastation 
come as Haiti braces itself for 
Tropical Storm Grace, which 
could hit the island in the next 

few days. Keep it here for the 
latest updates. 
 Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
declared a state of emergency, 
which will last for one month. 
President Biden authorized an 
“immediate [US] response,” nam-
ing USAID Administrator Saman-
tha Power as the coordinator of 
this effort. 

By Jimmy Reno 
Daily Planet Columnist

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

By Destiny Ricks 
Daily Planet Reporter

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ReleaseTheAyerCut?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ReleaseTheAyerCut?src=hashtag_click
https://www.dccomics.com/
http://www.otherideas.com/#/usbp/
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Superman and the world’s greatest heroes

Continued in the next edition.Continued from last edition

Continued from last edition

 Robin, the boy wonder, has 
been leaping from rooftop to 
rooftop with Gotham City’s Bat-
man for decades. As the Caped 
Crusader’s partner, he is the 
definitive example of what a 
sidekick was. 
 As time progressed, so too did 
Robin. Many have taken the man-
tle, and all have become in-
ternational icons and super-
heroes in their own right. 
 In DC Comics’ latest series 
“Batman: Urban Legends” no. 6, 
Tim Drake, the third Robin, tech-
nically came out as queer. 
 Within the pages of said comic 
book, without going too far into 
spoilers, Tim Drake is in the den 
of the Chaos Monsters with the 
other kidnapped teenagers of 
Gotham City. 

 In order to free himself and 
the other teens, Tim will have to 
embrace help from his friend 
Bernard and hear something 
about himself he never knew. 
The two share a unique connec-
tion that they ultimately decide 
to explore later on by going on a 
date. 
 Tim has previously dated fel-
low hero Spoiler / Stephanie 

Brown on and off, but his choice 
to date Bernard does not neces-
sarily mean he’s bisexual. 
 This is only the start for Tim 
Drake and his courageous trek 
towards individual revelation, so 
it can’t be defined or labeled. 
 Tim’s journey of emotional self 
discovery is only beginning and 
I’m so excited to see where this 
relationship goes. 
 Tim Drake was created by 
Marv Wolfman and Pat Broderick 
in 1989 after the tragic death of 
the second Robin, Jason Todd. 
Todd was infamously murdered 
by the Joker. 
 “Batman: Urban Legends” no. 
6 w a s w r i t t e n b y J o s h u a 
W i l l i a m s o n ,  M e g h a n 
F i t z m a r t i n ,  M a t t h e w 
Rosenberg,  and Chip Zdarsky 
and features art by Trevor Hair-
sine,  Chris Sprouse,  Marcus 
Toand and Eddy Barrows 

The Dailies 

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

UN report highlights  
growing climate crisis 

 IPCC's climate change report 
is "code red for humanity," said 
UN secretary-general. 
 report issued by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), one of the lead-
ing world bodies for the assess-
ment of climate change, said that 
humanity needed to act now or 
natural consequences could 
prove more disastrous. 
 The report, which is the first 
major review of its kind since 
2013, was released on Monday by 
the IPCC ahead of the 2021 Unit-
ed Nations Climate Change Con-

ference (COP26) summit in No-
vember. 
 UN scientists found that tem-
peratures on Earth will rise by 
about 1.5°C in around two 
decades, adding that a near-2 
meter rise in sea levels by the 
end of this century “cannot be 
ruled out.” More heatwaves, 
droughts and flooding, among 
other disasters, are expected as 
well. 
 It also found that since 1970, 
global surface temperatures have 
risen faster than in any other 50-
year period over the past 2,000 
years. 
 The report is a “reality check,” 
giving a clearer picture of the 
climate in the past, present and 
future, the IPCC said. 

 “Climate change is already 
affecting every region on Earth, 
in multiple ways,” IPCC Working 
Group Co-Chair Panmao Zhai 
said. “The changes we experi-
ence will increase with additional 
warming.” 
 Scientists and experts ac-
knowledge that while the news is 
grim, the time to act is now. 
However, the global warming will 
worsen and can’t be stopped 
over the next three decades, the 
UN report concluded. Mostly 
because the world’s nations de-
layed so long in curbing emis-
sions. A hotter future is now 
essentially locked in. 

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

Tim Drake comes out as queer 

Tim Drake. Photo courtesy of DC Comics 

Continued in the next edition.

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/#top
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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 The timeless classic will be 
racing into homes on blu-ray Oct 
12, 2021. 
 Warner Bros. Home Enter-
tainment and DC are celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of “Super-
man: The Animated Series” by 
releasing the fully re-mastered 
series as a Blu-ray and Digital 
Box Set for $69.99 (USD).  
 The bundle will include all 54 
episodes as well as several hours 
of bonus features, including an 
all-new documentary titled Su-
perman: Timeless Icon, which 
details the creation of the Emmy 
Award-winning cartoon. The six-
disc Blu-ray box set will be avail-
able for purchase on Oct. 12, 
2021.  
 “Superman: The Complete 
Animated Series” box set will not 

only feature six Blu-ray discs 
with all 54 episodes but also 
includes six featurettes, a special 
v i d e o c o m m e n t a r y o f t h e 
episode “Mxyzpixilated,” and 
three episodes with audio com-
mentaries by producers Bruce 
Timm, Paul Dini, and Alan Bur-

nett, director Curt Geda and art 
director Glen Murakami.  
•  Those three episodes are 

“Stolen Memories,”  
• “The Last Son of Krypton – Part 

1”  
• “The Main Man – Part 2.”  
• While completely remastered 

with enhanced audio and color 
correction, the series will be 
presented in its original 4:3 
aspect ratio.  

 The box set also comes com-
plete with extensive bonus con-
tent, including the featurette 
Superman: Timeless Icon, which 
was designed specifically for the 
Blu-ray release.  
 “Superman: The Animated 
Series” premiered on Sept. 6, 
1996, earning 11 Emmy Award 
nominations and two Emmy 
wins. The fully remastered series 
will be available on Blu-ray Oct. 
12, 2021. 

Arngrim continued 
from page 1 
  
 One of the parts Michael Lan-
don and Kent McCray wanted 
Alison to read was from season 1, 
episode 2 and was titled “Coun-
try Girls”. In the episode, Arn-
grim’s character has made fun of 
the Ingalls girls for wearing 
homemade dresses to school. 
While reading an essay to the 
parents of the school’s children 
later that day, “Nellie” brags 
about all the expensive things in 
her home. 
 “What got them at the inter-
view, I believe there was a school 
essay I had to read about my 
house and my home, except that 
all “Nellie” talks about is how 
much everything costs,” Arngrim 
said. “’My home is the best home 
in all of Walnut Grove.’ It’s hilari-
ous. It was that part. And that’s 
what was killing them and they 
said to do it again. I asked, ‘What 
part do you want me to change?’ 
And they said, ‘Nothing.   Just 
read the thing about the house 
again.’ That was it. I was hired on 
the spot.”  
 “And I think it was because, I 
don’t know that all the other 11-
year-old kids necessarily got the 
joke,” Arngrim stated. “Yes, Nel-
lie was bragging and mean, but 
she was also not as fabulous as 
she thought she was and was 
making a fool of herself.   I’m not 
sure everybody got that and I 
kind of did.” 
 Alison’s character would be-
come hated by viewers for her 
onscreen meanness. Some of that 
actually spilled over into Alison’s 
real life in the form of hate mail 
and threats. 
 “To be 11 or 12 years old and 
have everyone call you a bitch to 
your face every day of your life is 
very strange,” Arngrim said. “I’ve 
been spat upon, beaten and pelt-
ed with garbage at a Christmas 
parade, had an orange soda 
thrown at me in a parade, and   I 
was actually beaten up at a per-
sonal appearance. That’s when 
we realized I couldn’t dress in 
character for events.” 
 Even after all these years 
since the show originally aired 
new episodes, the view people 
have of Arngrim’s character, 
Nellie Oleson, continues. 
 “People still have it in their 
heads that I’m Nellie Oleson. It’s 
not just the kids, it ’s the 
grownups also,” Arngrim ex-
plained “Melissa Gilbert had a 
party a few years ago at her 
house. A grown woman who was 
in the industry (her husband was 
a big producer) actually stood 
there and said, ‘It’s so nice to see 
you two getting along finally.’ 
Melissa and I thought, ‘What is 
she talking about?’ The woman 

said, ‘Well, you made up.’ Then 
Melissa said, ‘Oh no, you mean 
on the show!’ This woman had to 
have been 40 years old and she 
couldn’t figure out why I was at a 
party at Melissa’s house.” 
 “Little House on the Prairie” 
ran on television from 1974 to 
1983. Arngr im was in 104 
episodes up to 1982 where she 
then departed the series. 
 Oftentimes actors will have 
favorite episodes of shows they 
have done. Alison has her fa-
vorite ones from “Little House.” 
 One of her favorites is the 
season 3 episode 2 episode titled 
“Bunny.” 
 In the episode, Nellie Oleson is 
injured after falling from Bunny, a 
horse that used to belong to 
Laura Ingalls Nellie’s mother 
blames Laura for the accident. 
 “It was very clever,” Arngrim 
stated. “I mean nowadays, they 
probably would have CGI’d the 
whole thing, but back then, with 
primitive methods, trying to 
make it look real, they had me in 
a wheelchair that literally had a 
steel cable so I could start to go 
down the hill and it could be 
stopped. And then they had a 
well-trained stunt woman go 
down the hill and do that somer-
sault in mid-air. I do a lot of 
things, but I don’t do major som-
ersaults. She did the somersault 
into the water and they had me 
come up spitting out the water.”  
 “But they still needed another 
shot,” Arngrim continued. “They 
said, ‘We want to see you in the 
chair going down the hill, but it’s 
too dangerous to push you down 
this hill.’   So they took me, the 
chair and the whole setup to this 
other hill that was not quite as 
steep, but It was a longer, slower 
climb.”  
 They put Arngrim in the chair, 
set the camera up on a dolly and 
exclaimed, “Okay, go!” 
 “Now, although, yes, it wasn’t 
as steep as that other hill,” Arn-
grim said. “Remember, there is 
still no safety equipment, there 
are no brakes on the wheelchair. 
There is no seat belt. I’m in my 
nightgown, underwear, and bed-
room slippers. There’s no safety 
equipment of any kind. No pad-
ding.”  
 And Arngrim had a real broken 
arm! 
 “When we shot that episode, it 
was already in the script that I 
pretend to be paralyzed but they 
wrote in the part about Nellie 
having a broken arm,” she said. 
“I, like the idiot that I am, went 
skateboarding shortly before this 
and managed to fracture my 
wrist.   So I’m bouncing around, 
totally unstrapped in this chair. 
It’s going down a hill, hitting 
rocks… and me with a real bro-

ken arm.  So it was actually quite 
terrifying.” 
 Since leaving “Little House” in 
1982, Alison has continued per-
forming, appearing in numerous 
films and shows including “The 
Love Boat,” “Fantasy Island,” 
“The Last Place on Earth,” “Le 
deal” and “Make the Yuletide 
Gay.” 
 Alison’s one-woman show, 
“Confessions of a Prairie Bitch,” 
which started at Club Fez in New 
York, has now become a global 
phenomenon, having performed 
to packed houses in New York, 
Los Angeles, Seattle, Maui and 
the South of France, where she 
performed entirely in French to a 
standing room only crowd at the 
“Palais des Congres” in her all 
French version entitled “Confes-
sions d’une Garce de La Prairie.” 
 The former “Little House” 
actress has also written an auto-
biography titled “Confessions of 
a Prairie Bitch: How I Survived 
Nellie Oleson and Learned to 
Love Being Hated.” In the book 
she details everything from her 
childhood sexual abuse that she 
suffered to how she was hated 
by Little House fans both on the 
screen and off. 
 She also dishes on the other 
cast members and details her 
friendship in real life with Melis-
sa Gilbert. 
 She is also passionate about 
her charity work. Her former 
castmate Steve Tracy, who 
played her on-screen husband 
Percival Dalton, passed away 
from complications from AIDS in 
1986. As a result, Alison has been 
actively involved with the AIDS 
project ACT UP, as well as volun-
teering with the AIDS hotline.  
 She is also involved with the 
National Association to Protect 
Children, something she is very 
determined to help with. 
 Alison’s character on the se-
ries may have become the girl 
everyone loved to hate, but un-
like her TV character, Alison 
believes in giving back and help-
ing those who can’t help them-
selves. That is something that 
perfectly embodies what the 
series was all about. 

‘Stargirl’ 2×01 reminds us that 
duality is crucial for growing up 

 After a lengthy hiatus and a 
well-thought-out cliffhanger that 
left fans with more questions 
than answers, it feels incredible 
to say “Stargirl” Season 2 has 
officially returned to our lives to 
entrance us with a new well-writ-
ten mystery. 
 The story feels reflective of 
horror slashers such as “IT,” and 
for the writers to take a fresh 
approach, let the story’s humani-
ty take center stage, and pave 
the season for the future and 
beyond is genius.  
 I feel the reason I enjoy Cape 
and Superhero adaptations is 
due to the creativity of the prod-
uct. The human objections to 
understanding that the fictional 
characters immortalized as bea-
cons of perseverance reside in a 
world reflective of ours, hence 
why the best stories are the ones 
that showcase a sense of con-
nection and humanity, personify-
ing realistic emotions that pro-
vide a sense of clarity and deep-
er understanding.  
 Needless to say, the first 
episode of season 2 for the hit  
CW show “Stargirl” decides to 
follow the path of undergoing a 
genuine character study, and not 
only the series benefits from it. 
The beauty of showing our he-
roes are utterly human like us is 
brilliant. The age-old question to 
either fit in or let their superhero 
personas emerge from the con-
fines of the mind invokes the 
presence of mortality, leaving the 
thought dawning on the audi-
ence, who truly is the mask and 
the face.  
 It’s a question of pondering 
where they draw the line of find-
ing justifiable balance and follow-
ing the destiny, we create our-
selves, or does the essence of 
justice flow through their veins.   
 Now, without diving into 
spoilers, in my opinion, I felt the 
premiere was a good setup 

episode that reestablished the 
status quo of our heroes while 
continuing to deal with the fall-
out of season 1. It felt refreshing 
to see the young heroes back on 
patrol and slowly taking the man-
tles of the iconic legacy be-
stowed from the Freshman sea-
son. Still, it’s clear to see the 
tribulations of the battle took a 
toll on the team mentally and 
socially.  
 T h e s l o w p a c e p re s e n t 
throughout the premiere was a 
change of direction that at times 
is dormant from other superhero 
shows. I was scared the premiere 
would have included a villain of 
the week type of pattern, but I 
was shocked to see a character-
centric chapter of growth unfold 
before my eyes for a solid run 
time of 42 minutes. 
 I felt Rick (Cameron Gellman) 
dealing with the fear of letting 
Grundy go, but he also gave off 
an impression of guilt with fear 
by keeping tabs on him. Yolanda 
(Yvette Monreal) is plagued with 
the trauma of taking a life and 
letting someone close to her 
perish because of her choices. 
One strength of this series is how 
the screenplay reiterates that the 
impending threat of choice can 
either be devastating or reward-
ing in this fictional universe. 
Beth (Anjelika Washington) is 
dealing with the hollow feeling 
that her escape from reality in 
the form of “Chuck” has officially 
perished. Only to be dealt with 
the blow of discovering her par-
ents are getting a divorce. 
 Another character moment I 
enjoyed was Rick trying to turn 
over a new leaf after his cold 
past of being an outsider from 
his tenure and the demons of 
Blue Valley. Though it seems 
some people, including one of 
his teachers, are not willing to 
give him a chance. Even though 
he saved her and everyone else’s 
lives (unbeknownst to them), the 
principle of being a hero and 
questioning credit does begin to 
dawn on his subconscious. It 

begs whether the flaw of being 
imperfect and trying to achieve 
unity will be a theme present 
through his arc later down the 
road.  
 One eye-opening scene was 
the sequence of Yolanda going to 
church in which Yvette Montreal 
did an excellent job acting-wise 
in the confessional. The season 
dealing with the conflict of inner 
darkness and letting go of the 
sins stained on our hands will be 
tight-knit throughout every arc.  
 It’s clear that the scars of be-
ing a hero are taking a toll on the 
young team, but Courtney (Brec 
Bessinger) is also taking a toll 
from suiting up as a defender of 
Justice. The conflict of trying to 
balance duality and humanity 
and the episode gave a similar 
tone to how Spider-Man was 
during his tenure as a Teenager 
in high school, which can be 
found in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU) most noticeably 
i n t h e “ S p i d e r - M a n : 
Homecoming.” It’s a fresh re-
minder that these heroes still see 
a path to a future being written 
in front of them from every ac-
tion they enact, but dangers are 
looming around every corner. 
 For the most part, the action 
was top-notch, and the choreog-
raphy showed improvement from 
season 1—the subtle bread-
crumb trail of horror similarities 
under-toning a high-school 
summer drama. Along with famil-
iar faces invoking the clause of 
all cape material, “friends close, 
and enemies closer” is put to the 
test. 
 The opening prologue giving 
off “IT” (Pennywise) vibes is 
fascinating, especially with quite 
a few bombshells being dropped 
but slowly brushed to the side, 
which means the seeds are 
planted for the devastation of 
g igant ic propor t ions later 
throughout the season.  
 DC’s “Stargirl” releases every 
Tuesday at 8 pm EST on The CW. 
Season 1 is currently streaming 
on HBO Max.   

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor

‘Superman: The Animated Series’ immortalized 
in 25th-anniversary blu-ray box set 

(Above) Alison Arngrim. (Bellow) Alison Arngrim’s book,  “Confessions of a Prairie Bitch: How I Survived Nellie Oleson and Learned 
to Love Being Hated.” Photos courtesy of Arngrim 
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Titans continued  
From page 1 

realizes that the speech was 
meant for them, just as much as 
for the Titans. And oh boy, the 
writers were not afraid to prove 
that. 
 Season 3 jumps straight into 
the drama, not shying away from 
the Death in the Family and Red 
Hood storyline. While there are 
many classic elements kept in 
this iconic storyline, many 
changes are made to Jason 
Todd’s story. What was Jason 

experimenting with before his 
death? Could it be an anti-fear 
toxin? Jason did say he wasn’t 
“afraid of anything anymore.” 
 And since Ra’s al Ghul is not in 
the picture, there’s already the 
question of what brought Jason 
back to life or if he was truly 
dead in the first place. Why 
would Bruce bury an empty cof-
fin? And is Jason truly the mas-
termind, or is someone pulling 
the strings? All of these ques-
tions have already been posed to 
the Titans team and the viewers, 

and it’ll be fascinating to put the 
pieces together week by week. 
 After Jason’s death, Bruce was 
shown already looking for the 
next Robin, leading to some 
quick cameos that would make 
any DC fan giddy. But in a shock-
ing twist, and probably the most 
major change, Batman kills the 
Joker and leaves Dick Grayson to 
clean up his mess, telling him to 
“be a better Batman.”  
 The most shocking event was 
the ending of episode three. 
After being manipulated by Ja-
son, Hank agrees to meet with 

him secretly, but Jason instead 
plants a bomb into Hank’s heart 
that counts down based on his 
heartbeat. Episode three was the 
most intense of all, as the team 
works desperately to find a way 
to deactivate the bomb and as 
Hank grows more and more 
downtrodden. 
 In a shocking turn of events, 
Jason gives Dawn the opportuni-
ty to kill him by giving her a gun, 
and while Dick tries to dissuade 
her, Dawn takes her chance just 
as Conner has finished the deac-
tivator. 

 As Conner runs to deactivate 
the bomb, Dawn shoots the gun; 
then Jason gleefully informs her 
that the gun was the detonator, 
not the device in his hand. With 
just five heartbeats left and Con-
ner only a step away from saving 
Hank, the bomb activates, killing 
Hank and leaving Dawn devas-
tated. 
 The intensity and seriousness 
of episode three’s conclusion 
and the catalyst ending an origi-
nal Titan’s life have set the tone 
for season 3. And the way the 
situation was crafted from be-

ginning to end was beautifully 
handled. Dick Grayson is correct; 
it isn’t San Francisco anymore, 
it’s Gotham. 
 The first three episodes of 
Titans will keep you glued to 
your seat, and there’s no doubt 
that Season 3 episodes will leave 
on nail-biting endings. But, with 
ten more episodes to go, this 
seems like only the tip of the 
iceberg. 
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