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 On June 25, 2021, ex-Min-
neapolis police officer, Derek 
Chauvin was sentenced to 270 
months (22.5 years) in prison for 
the murder of George Floyd. A 
ruling based on the abuse of a 
position of trust and authority 
and also “the particular cruelty 
shown to George Floyd.” 
 Under the sentencing, Chauvin 
must pay a mandatory surcharge 
of $78 from prison wages, register 
as a predatory offender (as re-
quired by law), provide a DNA 
sample (as required by law) and 
is prohibited from owning 
firearms, ammunition, or explo-
sives for the remainder of his life. 
 Four family members of George 
Floyd voiced how the murder 
impacted their lives before the 
sentence was announced. Start-
ing with an impact statement 
from George Floyd’s seven-year-
old daughter. 
 Gianna, George’s seven-year-
old daughter, said that her father 
would help brush her teeth and 
spoke of missing play dates, hop-
ing that when she sees him again 
they would play like they used 
to.  
 Brandon Williams, the nephew 
of George Floyd, made it clear 
that the acts by all police, includ-
ing Chauvin, were visibly acts of 
hate that “the one thing we can 
not get back is George Floyd.” 
 Terrence Floyd, brother of 
George Floyd, was called up next. 
As he stood before Chauvin, he 
asked what was going through 
Derek’s head when he held a knee 
to his brother’s neck. Asking why 
he had continued to do so when 
“[Chauvin] knew that [George] 
possessed no threat anymore.” 
Concluding in heartache that the 
playdate he and his brother 
George were planning for their 

daughters a month prior can no 
longer happen. 
 Philonise Floyd, brother of 
George Floyd, said “everyday I 
have begged for justice to be 
served. Reliving the execution of 
George while others begged and 
pleaded for officer Chauvin to 
simply just allow George to take a 
breath.” Revealing through tear-
filled eyes that he had not had a 
real nights sleep due to constant 
nightmares he has “of hearing my 
brother beg and plea for his life 
over and over again.” 
 After the family members 
spoke, Matthew Frank, the prose-

cutor, stood before the judge with 
a statement that ex-police officer 
Chauvin “abused his position of 
trust and authority as a police 
officer,” by “disregarding all his 
training.” Making it clear that the 
struggle Floyd displayed was an 
automatic reaction “when you’ve 
all the sudden realize you’re hav-
ing trouble breathing.” Clarifying 
“it’s just innate. Right? We all 
want to survive. We know we 
have to breathe.”  
 Backing the Floyd family with 
respectful non-understanding for 
their loss. “I understand — well 
no. I can’t understand what his 

family members and friends are 
going through. I can’t.” Ending his 
statement with “we believe your 
honor, that these four aggravating 
factors in the findings of the 
court has made, certainly justi-
fied. And upward departure. Be-
cause there are four of them, not 
standing alone but in a sense not 
overlapping but coming together 
to show this is not the typical 
second-degree murder. This is 
egregious.” 
 Carolyn Pawlenty, Chauvin’s 
mother, spoke on behalf of her 
entire family. Defending her son’s 
appearance that what the media 

had called a racist was not her 
son. Telling her son Derek was a 
good man. At the end of her brief 
statement, she left one last word 
to her son: “I will do what you 
told me to do, take care of 
myself.” 
 Before Derek Chauvin could 
deliver his statement, Erie J. Nel-
son, defense counsel, told of 
good words fellow police officers 
that worked with Chauvin said, 
“they told me he was a solid po-
lice officer. That he did his job. 
That if somebody asked him to 
do a particular task he never 
complained, he did it.” Cementing 

Chauvin never complained by 
adding “one of [Derek’s] Sargent 
told me that if “I had asked him to 
dig a ditch for eight hours, he 
would have picked up a shovel 
and he would have never com-
plained for a second.” 
 The judge called Chauvin up to 
give any impute to the court if 
any. Derek Chauvin then gave a 
brief statement that showed little 
to no remorse. Hinting at possible 
new information in the future. 
 “I do want to give my condo-
lences to the Floyd family. There’s 
going to be some other informa-
tion in the future that would be of 
interest. I hope things would give 
you some peace of mind.” 
 After a 15 minute recess, Judge 
Peter A. Cahill of Hennepin Coun-
ty District Court, ruled that four 
of the five factors were proven 
beyond a reasonable doubt: (1) 
Chauvin abused a position of 
trust and authority, (2) he treated 
Floyd with particular cruelty, (3) 
children were present during the 
offense, and (4) Chauvin commit-
ted the crime as a group with the 
active participation of at least 
three other people.  
 Then sentenced Derek Chauvin 
to 270 months (22.5 years) in 
prison on June 25, 2021, for the 
murder of George Floyd. 7.5 years 
less than the 30-year sought 
prison sentence. Judge also de-
nied Chauvin’s request for a new 
trial. 
 While this stands as a win for 
many on Floyd’s side and the 
ongoing fight against police bru-
tality upon people of color, it 
remains a hardship and a lost life 
for the Floyd family. 

–––––––––– 

 A trial for the other three former 
Minneapolis police officers, Tou 
Thao, Thomas Lane and Alexan-
der Kueng, is set for March 2022. 

George Floyd’s brother, Philonise, sorrowfully confronted his brothers killer on June 25.  

22.5 YEARS

 With the release of “Zack Sny-
der’s Justice League” in March 
2021, it seemed that we might 
have seen the last of Clark’s 
home world in the DCEU. 
 “The Flash” director Andy 
Muschietti made a point of flash-
ing Henry Cavill’s Superman suit 
when confirming Sasha Calle for 
the Supergirl role one month 
earlier. But it was unclear at that 
time whether Supergirl would 
actually maintain any continuity 
with Cavill’s character. 
 That question has been an-
swered for us as of March 19 with 
Andy Muschietti’s Twitter post 
revealing Sasha Calle’s Supergirl 
crest. Not only is it consistent 
with Cavill’s Superman crest, but 
Muschietti has opted to make 
Calle’s crest even more connect-
ed to the Krypton of 2013’s “Man 
of Steel.” 
 Before we delve into the Kryp-
tonian text, let’s take a moment 
to note that Calle’s “S” curve is 
more stylized than Cavill’s. By 
comparing it to the House of El’s 
glyph, we can recognize the same 
sharp downstroke present at the 
bottom of Calle’s crest. 
 Just like Superman’s crest, 
Supergirl’s also contains some 

subtly embedded Kryptonian 
text. A full translation is not yet 
known. It could be quite a while 
before Dr. Christine Schreyer and 
Andy Muschietti are able to give 
us more information, but until 
then, we can make some infer-
ences. 
 The phrase is likely much 
shorter than Superman’s text. We 
can tell this because the top and 
bottom lines are actually the 
exact same text, with the top line 
written upside down. The first 
and last words are obscured by 
the camera focus and the sharp 

curves, but the visible text so far 
reads: 

[??] [ɛl sao͡dɪn nɛdɛv nænjɛlɹo 

guna zoɹ]-[??] 
 

[??] El alone never [nænjɛlɹo] 
[guna] Zor-[??] 

 What does this say? Keeping in 
mind that Dr. Schreyer’s transla-
tions are the gold standard, we 
arrive at the inconvenient truth 
that Cavill’s and Calle’s suits in-
clude some minor errors. 

See Kryptonian on page 3
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Patty Jenkins’ ‘Star 
Wars’ movie to be 

written by 
Matthew Robinson

CHAUVIN SENTENCED IN FLOYD MURDER
By Logan Kent 

Daily Planet Reporter

US UFO REPORT FINDS ‘NO EXPLANATION’ FOR MULTIPLE SIGHTINGS  P2 

‘Loki’ Episode 3 slows down 
on story, but gives us  

character 
–––––––––– 

 The latest episode of “Loki,” 
titled “Lamentis,” was slow but 
steady. While most of the episode 
felt like filler, some crucial reveals 
and character moments were 
integral to both Loki and Sylvie. 
Destiny Ricks reviews Marvel’s 
latest Disney+ episode.  
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Partial building collapse 
causes devastation in Surf-

side, Florida 
–––––––––– 

 At around 1:30 a.m ET on 
Thursday, a 12-story residential 
building partially collapsed in 
Surfside, Florida. The tragedy has 
left a total of 159 people unac-
counted for, with 11 being treated 
for various degrees of injuries 
and five confirmed casualties.. 
Page 3 

Justice is coming home 
————— 
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By Dave Sorkin 
Daily Planet Contributor

Supergirl’s Kryptonian 
text explained 

Headlines 

 Attorney’s for Allison Mack are 
asking a federal judge for no jail 
time. The former “Smallville” 
actor faces charges stemming 
from her role in the Keith Raniere 
and NXIVM sex cult case. 
 Last week,  U.S. District Judge 
Nicholas Garaufis  was asked by 
Prosecutors for  leniency on sen-
tencing given guidelines that call 
for a sentence of 14 to 17 years. 
 Defense Attorney’s for Mack 
said the actor has turned her life 
around after reconnecting with 
her family and pursuing her edu-
cation at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkley. 
 The sentencing memo from her 
defense team places an emphasis 
on the fact the actor has said she 
fully renounces her support of 
and belief in NXIVM cult leader 
Keith Raniere. Mack has already 
served three years of house ar-
rest and the memo states she is 

“earnestly dedicated to her reha-
bilitation.” 
 Mack has made good use of the 
past three years served on house 
arrest by working for a catering 
business, obtaining an associate’s 
degree and enrolled for her bach-
elor’s degree. 
 “It is now of paramount impor-
tance for me to say, from the bot-
tom of my heart, I am so sorry,” 
Mack said in a statement to the 
court. “I threw myself into the 

teachings of Keith Raniere with 
everything I had. I believed, 
whole-heartedly, that his mentor-
ship was leading me to a better, 
more enlightened version of my-
self. I devoted my loyalty, my 
resources, and, ultimately, my life 
to him. This was the biggest mis-
take and regret of my life.” 
 Mack and her defense team 
now wait for the sentencing deci-
sion from Judge Garaufis. This is a 
developing story.

By Jimmy Reno 
Daily Planet Columnist

DC Comics’  
‘Madame Xanadu’  

Series in the Works 
at HBO Max With 

Bad Robot

‘Superman & Lois’ 
takes second  

hiatus. Returns 
July 17, 2021

The Kryptonian glyph for the house of El featured in the DCEU 

Kryptonian consultant 
provides detailed  

description 

Attorney’s for Allison 
Mack request no jail time 

Allison Mack. Photo by Drew Angerer / Getty Images 
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 Tom Welling stated he and 
Michael Rosenbaum are working 
on an animated “Smallville” re-
vival which would reunite most 
of the original cast. 
 Yesterday, June 23, Tom 
Welling, who played Clark Kent, 
revealed that he’s working on an 
animated continuation of The 
CW series “Smallville” with for-
mer co-star Michael Rosenbaum, 
who played Lex Luthor. 
 Nothing has been made official 
yet, but it’s only a matter of time 
before the trades get a hold of 
this and an official confirmation 
is revealed. All we know is 
Welling, during a Cameo video 
that has since been shared 
everywhere, did hint and allude 

that an animated variation or 
revival of the fan-favorite series 
is in the works. 
 The sudden news comes as a 
positive sign of hope and some-
thing that fans have been wish-
ing for since the series came to a 
close after ten seasons spanning 
217 episodes. The series did get 
revived when some of the writers 
from the series began production 
on the digital comics, which was 
referred to as “Season 11” at the 
time.   
 “Michael Rosenbaum and I are 
actually working on an animated 
series to bring those characters 
back to life, and use as many of 
the original cast members as 
possible,” said Welling in his 
message. “Don’t tell anybody, 
though. It’s a secret, we’re still 
working on it.” Of course, fans do 
remember Welling reprising the 

role of Clark Kent for the “Crisis 
on Infinite Earths” crossover 
event, but it was a very brief 
appearance and he didn’t suit up 
as Superman. The appearance 
was nice and quelled the hunger 
emanating from fans but many 
still hold out, hoping for some 
kind of follow-up that would also 
feature Rosenbaum’s Lex Luthor.  
 It sounds like things are only 
in the very early stages of devel-
opment, and we have no idea if 
this will be a new DC animated 
series for HBO Max or something 
else entirely. Whatever the case 
may be, there’s a chance some-
body somewhere is not too 
pleased about Welling letting the 
cat out of the bag! 
 The Daily Planet is waiting for 
official confirmation regarding 
this information. Expect an arti-
cle once it’s confirmed. 

The Dailies 

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor

US report on UFOs finds ‘no 
explanation’ for sightings 

 The US government did not 
find evidence that any of the 
144  reported  sightings of air-
crafts or other flying phenomena 
could be extraterrestrial  visita-
tions, according to a report re-
leased by the Office of the Direc-
t o r o f N a t i o n a l 
Intelligence (ODNI) on Friday. 
 The highly anticipated Pen-
tagon  report outlined a plan to 
better collect data on future 
unexplained phenomena, The 
Associated Press and The New 
York Times reports. 
 There is no evidence that any 
of the episodes involve secret 
American weapons programs, 

unknown technology from Russia 
or China or extraterrestrial visi-
tations. 
 But the government report did 
not rule out those explanations. 
Instead, government officials 

outlined a plan to develop a bet-
ter program to observe and col-
lect data on future unexplained 
phenomena. 
 But only one instance was 
categorized as ‘airborne clutter’ 
and believed to be a large, deflat-
ing balloon. The rest are uncate-
gorized because of a lack of in-
formation. 
 There is no evidence to date 
that points to a sci-fi scenario of 
aliens from another galaxy visit-
ing Earth. But the recent uptick 
in mysterious airborne objects 
— spotted mostly by naval pilots 
over U.S. military installations as 
well as at sea — has lawmakers 
worried that a foreign adversary 
like Russia or China has devel-
oped technology that Western 
governments can’t identify. 

By Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

Tom Welling teases animated 
‘Smallville’ revival 

The Pentagon. Photo by David B. Gleason 
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 An underage woman was 
found half-naked and hyperventi-
lating on the side of a fraternity 
house for 20 minutes. Pi Kappa 
Alpha is officially on the ropes 
against law enforcement. 
 One of the victim’s friends 
asked the UAPD to check on the 
welfare of the woman. The re-
mainder of the students at the 
fraternity allegedly “attempted to 
manage the female subject’s 
hyperventilating for 20 minutes 
by giving her someone else’s 
prescription inhaler as a remedy 
to her state of intoxication, un-
dress and duress.” 
 The officers questioned and 
reported the victim’s condition 
after the event. She said, “that 
once the drinking began, she did 
not remember much afterward.” 
 This, along with several other 
complaints filed against the fra-
ternity, is the reason why the 
University of Arizona has decid-
ed to suspend the establishment 
until further notice. 

————— 
 Here is a full timeline of the 
event, and what it has done to 

Pi Kappa Alpha. 
————— 

 On March 11, there were re-
ports that Alpha did not adhere 
to Covid-19 protocols, nor did 
they reason with the university’s 
guidelines. After this violation, 
the house proceeded to plan a 
party on the same day, starting 
at around 10:00 pm. 
 “On March 11, 2021, individual 
residents of Pi Kappa Alpha were 
instructed to adhere to COVID-19 
protocols and guidance issued 
by the fraternity and University 

of Arizona. Rather than provide 
an exact number of residents 
who were present and who were 
not, PIKE does not wish to inad-
vertently provide an incorrect 
exact number of residents 
present at the fraternity that 
evening of March 11, 2021, into 
the early morning hours of 
March 12, 2021,” the full report 
constructed by Rosanna Curti — 
Assistant Dean, Student As-
sistance and Accountability — 
said. 
 This party concluded with 
seven police officers investigat-
ing a local disturbance — the 
woman in distress — while sev-
eral PIKE members were disrupt-
ing the officers. 
 Around 30-50 people were at 
the event — some were invited 
by PIKE members, and others 
came along with their friends. 
Consequently, alcohol was also 
present at the party, which vio-
lates “Code of Conduct/15.” 
 “The provision of alcohol to 
minor students and the unmoni-
tored use and consumption of 
alcohol in the chapter facility 
created an environment that was 
conducive to endangering uni-
versity students many of whom 
were under the legal drinking 
age,” Curti said. 

 Later that evening, after an 
argument erupted out in their 
parking lot, PIKE sanctioned one 
of their members in the fraterni-
ty. After reviewing their code of 
conduct, they decided to sus-
pend the student from the house. 
 For the rest of the semester, 
they would not be allowed to 
engage in any student activities 
affiliated with the fraternity. 
 “After hearing statements 
from the police, speaking to live-
in members, and speaking to 
[redacted], PIKE formed the 
conclusion that [redacted] was 
responsible, thus deserving a 
suspension from chapter activi-
ties for the semester,” says the 
president of Pi Kappa Alpha. 
“Although it is deeply personal 
and private, [redacted] later told 
me that he was experiencing 
family issues back home had has 
had trouble dealing with that and 
his grades, thus deserving time 
away from the chapter to focus 
on himself, serve his suspension, 
and clear things up on his end. I 
hope he does so.” 
 The suspension of Pi Kappa 
Alpha was for several reasons: 
endangerment, failure to comply, 
possession of alcoholic bever-
ages and violating state and fed-
eral law. 

June 27, 2021 

Kryptonian  
Continued from page 1 

 In the case of Cavill’s suit, the 

word [dæɦɛno] is actually writ-

ten as [dæhɛno], using the glyph 

for [h] instead of the one for [ɦ]. 
The same word’s past-tense indi-
cator is also drawn incorrectly 
on Cavill’s crest, whereas it is 
drawn correctly on his belt and 
upper arms. (I haven’t been able 
to view it directly on his 
gauntlets.) We can wave our 
hands and chalk these up to 
varying Kryptonian dialects, 
handwriting, etc. It’s also possi-

ble that the symbol for [ɦ] was 
too intricate to print onto Cavill’s 
costume, since his costume con-
tains other small gaps and line 
breaks resulting from the 3D 
printer’s limitations. 
 I mention all of this because 
Calle’s Kryptonian text spells 

“Zor” as [zao͡ɹao͡] by omitting the 
vowel indicators above the sym-
bols. This word is followed by a 
grammatical symbol that serves 
as a hyphen between two names, 
which implies that it is part of 
the name “Zor-El”. Fortunately, 

before my head could explode, 
Dr. Schreyer confirmed that the 
word is indeed “Zor.” 

 The words [nænjɛlɹo] and 
[guna] remain unknown to 
everyone except Dr. Schreyer 
and (presumably) Muschietti. 
Considering the known words, 
we can see that the text refers to 
“never alone” and likely refer-
ences Kara Zor-El’s surname. 
Within the DCEU’s lore, the in-
clusion of “Zor-El” would make it 
a more personalized suit than 
the ones that Clark obtains from 
the Kryptonian scout ship. Per-
haps the message was inscribed 
by Kara’s family with the knowl-
edge that she would be leaving 
Krypton. 
 Finally, we can also note the 
different color scheme on Super-
girl’s suit. The boots are blue 
instead of red, and there is a lot 
more red in a shawl-like distribu-
tion that extends down the arms. 
Recall that the Kryptonian scout 
ship (from which Clark gets his 
suits in “Man of Steel” and “Zack 
Snyder’s Justice League”) left 
Krypton during its expansion 

period, thousands of years be-
fore the planet’s demise. 
 If Muschietti chooses to pre-
serve Supergirl’s origin story as 
Kara Zor-El, then her suit would 
represent modern Kryptonian 
fashion. Considering that “Man of 
Steel” mostly showed us elder 
council members and Zod’s in-
surgency, it would also be inter-
esting to see what younger Kryp-
tonians typically wore. On the 
other hand, it’s possible that 
Muschietti will present Calle’s 
Supergirl as an elseworlds ver-
sion of Cavill’s Superman. 
 “The Flash” is currently 
scheduled for release in No-
vember 2022, so we have a long 
way to go before some of these 
questions are answered. For now, 
it’s exciting to know that the 
Krypton of “Man of Steel” will 
continue to have a presence in 
the DCEU’s future. Calle’s Super-
girl may be separated from Cav-
ill’s Superman by Barry Allen’s 
multiverse shenanigans, but 
their Kryptonian roots will help 
audiences to feel that they came 
from different versions of the 
same home world. 

 The latest episode of “Loki,” 
titled “Lamentis,” was slow but 
steady. While most of the 
episode felt like filler, some cru-
cial reveals and character mo-
ments were integral to both Loki 
and Sylvie. Oh, the mysterious 
Sylvie, the Loki Variant hunted 
by the TVA; she truly comes into 
her own this episode. And Tom 
Hiddleston’s Loki remains in his 
chaotic glory. 
 In the third episode of “Loki,” 
the presence of Mobius is 
missed. While Sophia DiMartino 
is good as Sylvie, there’s some-
thing so fun about watching the 
Mobius vs. Loki tête-à-tête. And 
any viewer would think a Loki vs. 
Loki conversation would be 
equally fascinating. But Sylvie, 
who no longer likes being called 
“Loki,” is a foil rather than a 
reflection to Loki. Yet, Sylvie 
does confirm that she is a Loki 
variant, not Enchantress (sorry, 
Enchantress fans). But I do have 
a small theory regarding that. I 
think that by the end of “Loki,” 
Sylvie will fully become En-
chantress, explaining the blonde 
hair and new look.  
 “Lamentis” is the enemies-to-
friends road trip episode for 
Sylvie and Loki, where they find 
themselves on a planet about to 
be destroyed. In between argu-

ments, they talk about love, dis-
cussing their hedonistic nature, 
and finally confirming Loki as a 
bisexual character. Disney is 
notorious for queerbaiting, so 
when Sylvie posed the question 
to Loki if he had any “princesses 
or princes” in his past, I instantly 
expected the question to be 
avoided with a just knowing 
glance. But when Loki verbally 
confirmed his bisexuality, it woke 
me up. What a significant mo-
ment. 
 While the viewer gets to know 
Sylvie, there’s still a lot left on 
the table. Why is she running 
from the TVA for “most of her 
life?” Is she from the future, but a 
different timeline? Why do Sylvie 
and Loki know different types of 

magic? Personally, I naively as-
sumed that all Lokis would have 
the same powers. 
 And another essential reveal 
in this episode was the confirma-
tion that TVA workers are just 
variants that have been “reset.” 
But we all knew the TVA was up 
to no good; I wonder what Mo-
bius did to become a variant.  
 While Sylvie gets a whole new 
look, removing her horns and her 
cape, and Loki finally gets to 
show off his magic, “Lamentis” 
has a low-energy, disappointing 
ending. I fully expected Mobius 
or a TVA member to show up at 
the very last moment to shift the 
episode’s energy and leave the 
viewer excited. Yet Sylvie and 
Loki are left stranded on Lamen-

By Destiny Ricks 
Daily Planet Reporter

‘Loki’ Episode 3 slows down on 
story, but gives us character 

By George Headley 
Daily Planet Reporter

(L-R): Sophia Di Martino and Loki (Tom쟄iddleston) in Marvel Studios' LOKI, exclu-
sively on Disney+. Photo courtesy of Marvel Studios. 쯑arvel Studios 2021. 
All Rights Reserved. 

Pi Kappa Alpha’s Final Chapter 
UA Fraternity House loses recognition 

after unsettling event 

Courtesy of the University of Arizona 

‘Zack Snyder’s Justice League’ 
Set to come home this fall 

 "Zack Snyder’s Justice League" 
will be released on 4K, Blu-ray 
and DVD on September 7. 
 One of the most anticipated 
movies of the past decade is 
finally coming home. “Zack Sny-
der’s Justice League,” the highly 
sought after director’s cut of the 
2017 flop, will be released on 4K, 
Blu-ray and DVD on Sept. 7, 2021. 
 All 242 minutes, over four 
hours, of justice will be released. 
Nearly six months after the film 
debuted on HBO Max on March 
18, 2021. 
 There’s no word on any spe-
cial features yet, but Zack Snyder 

revealed  he shot scenes in his 
driveway  with actor  Wayne T. 
Carr  suited up in a motion cap-
ture leotard to cameo as John 
Stewart’s Green Lantern, before 
the idea was cut by Warner 
and Harry Lennix’s Martian Man-
hunter chatted with Ben Affleck’s 
Batman in the final scene in-
stead. Fans are hoping for a 
glimpse of that. 
 In “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League,” determined to ensure 
Superman’s (Henry Cavill) ulti-
mate sacrifice was not in vain, 
Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck) aligns 
forces with Diana Prince (Gal 
Gadot) with plans to recruit a 
team of metahumans to protect 
the world from an approaching 

threat of catastrophic propor-
tions. 
 The task proves more difficult 
than Bruce imagined, as each of 
the recruits must face the 
demons of their own pasts to 
transcend that which has held 
them back, allowing them to 
come together, finally forming an 
unprecedented league of heroes. 
Now united, Batman (Affleck), 
Wonder Woman (Gadot), Aqua-
man (Jason Momoa), Cyborg 
(Ray Fisher) and The Flash (Ezra 
Miller) may be too late to save 
the planet from Steppenwolf, 
DeSaad and Darkseid and their 
dreadful intentions.

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

Partial building collapse causes 
devastation in Surfside, Florida 

 At around 1:30 a.m ET on 
Thursday, a 12-story residential 
building partially collapsed in 
Surfside, Florida. The tragedy 
has left a total of 159 people 
unaccounted for, with 11 being 
treated for various degrees of 
injuries and 5 confirmed casual-
ties. Search and rescue teams 
have been on the scene since 2 
a.m. ET and intend to carry on 
throughout the weekend and 
upcoming week.  
 This is not an effort that will 
be taken lightly, as the Surfside 
Town Manager Andy Hyatt 
stressed. “This is not something 
that is going to be brief. It’s going 
to be something that is for the 
long term and possibly at least a 
week,” Hyatt said to press earlier 
this afternoon.  
 Earlier in the search effort, 
rescue teams had to pause due 
to heavy winds and lightning as a 
storm rolled in, only complicat-
ing the race against time first 
responders must deal with to 
find survivors.  
 As of June 26, a total of 120 
people have been accounted for, 
with 37 survivors being pulled 
out of the remainder of the build-
ing, according to Miami-Dade Fire 
Rescue Assistant Fire Chief Ray 
Jadallah.  

 The cause of the collapse of 
the Champlain Towers South 
condominium complex is still 
unknown. The building was built 
in 1981, just now hitting its “40 
year standards” mark which calls 
for general strengthening of the 
building through updates and 
improvements.  
 This standard was established 
after Hurricane Andrew de-
stroyed parts of Florida in 1992. 
Mayor Charles Burkett confirmed 
that the work was being done on 
the concrete roof in the days 
leading up to the incident, but it 
cannot be determined whether 
that was a contributing factor to 
the collapse at this time. In total 
the complex held approximately 
139 units. Of that, 55 units have 
been reported to have collapsed. 
 Kenneth Direktor, the attorney 
for the association of residents at 
the building, told CNN there have 
been “multiple engineering in-
spections over the last several 
months.” Direktor also added 
“nothing like this was foresee-
able, at least it wasn’t seen by 
the engineers who were looking 
at the building from a structural 
perspective.” Fire and Rescue 
teams will continue to prioritize 
any life saving efforts over inves-
tigating the cause of the incident 
at this time.  
 Thursday evening the Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a State 
of Emergency which will provide 
assistance for families impacted 
by the collapse of Champlain 

Towers South. It will also allow 
resources from surrounding ar-
eas to be diverted to the site of 
the incident including law en-
forcement and emergency per-
sonnel. The surrounding build-
ings have been evacuated and 
short term hotels have been set 
up for the families displaced. A 
family relocation center has been 
established in Surfside in at-
tempts to begin reunification 
efforts.  
 Miami-Dade County Mayor 
Daniella Levine Cava said to the 
public, “Anyone who is looking 
for a missing loved one, anyone 
with information, we have a hot-
line. This is how we are going 
about continuing this operation 
with the support of family mem-
bers. We are also going to be 
receiving family members. We’re 
going to accommodate them.” 
According to the Miami-Dade Fire 
Rescue Department, the center 
can be found at 9301 Collins 
Avenue, Surfside, Florida. 
 The Mayor also added that the 
Fire and Rescue department has 
been doing a dedicated job with 
their efforts, saying, “They were 
able to rescue so many from the 
buildings, the intact building, the 
collapsed building, and really 
incredible that at this time we’ve 
only identified one person as 
having passed. So we are very, 
very hopeful.”  
 Search efforts have continued 
through the weekend. 

By Selena M. Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

https://twitter.com/C_Schreyer/status/1406298970972848131
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