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 Jordan Elsass, the young actor 
portraying Jonathan Kent on the 
hit CW series, “Superman and 
Lois,” had a different introduction 
to the world of acting than many 
other child actors do. 
 "I started a little reluctantly,” 
he admitted. “When I was 10 
years old, my mom saw that there 
was a play at our community 
theater looking to fill a role for a 
boy my age. She offered me a 
little extra video game time for 
trying something new.” 
 Elsass was terrified, and devas-
tated, when he failed to deliver 
the memorized lines perfectly.  
 “I got cast as part of the en-
semble, had a great time, and 
went on to act in several plays 
before I was spotted by a talent 
agent attending one of those 
plays,” Elsass said. “I then made 
the transition to commercials, TV 
and film.  
 According to Elsass, the acting 
style was so different and took 
some guidance.  
 “I enjoyed all of it, but didn’t 
really see it as a legitimate career 
option until I booked 'Little Fires' 
when I was 17,” he stated. “I had 
just earned my Associates Degree 
and actually planned to start 
pursuing at least a four-year de-
gree, but I have been working 
nonstop since then. I went from 
'Little Fires' to 'Panic' to 'Super-
man & Lois.’"  
 J o r d a n p o r t r a y e d T r i p 
Richardson' in the series, "Little 
Fires Everywhere.” This was his 
first regular series job. For him, it 
was quite the experience. 
 "The experience was surreal, 
because not only was it my first 
series regular role, but it was also 
a huge project with big names 
attached,” he said. “It was amaz-
ing to watch the team behind a 
project like that, from producers 
to sound, to editing in post... I 
had never worked on a sound-
stage with house interiors com-
pletely built like that.” 
 Jordan said that it was great to 
see the level of professionalism 
mixed with friendliness and fun.  
 “I met a lot of really fantastic 
people on that project, and as I 
mentioned before, for the first 
time I began to think, maybe I 
could do this as a career,” he 
exclaimed.

 See Jordan on page 3 

 The Man of Steel, the first su-
per, has captured the imagination 
and inspiration of millions of 
people, spanned across nearly a 
century worth of generations, for 
83 years.  Much has changed 
throughout the Man of Tomor-
rows extensive history, but one 
thing has remained constant — 
his symbolism. 
 Let's travel back to 1938. A 
wrongfully accused woman faces 
the death penalty, a group of 
gangsters kidnap the illustrious 
Lois Lane and a smashing green 
vintage 1937 DeSoto meets its 
final fate. What do they all have in 
common? They all played a vital 
role in the first appearance of 
Superman in “Action Comics no. 
1,”   drafted by Jerry Siegel and 
Joe Shuster.  
 This rare, nearly priceless 
comic, changed the world. It 
spearheaded an entire genre that 
defines a large portion of Ameri-
can culture. It provides a singular 
sensation to countless people 
who need it. Superman gives this 
planet hope. Even though he’s 
fictional, he saves lives by provid-
ing us with the ideals of doing 
what’s right. He shows us that we 
have the power to make the 
world better. 
 Superman Day was securely 
established by DC Comics and DC 
Entertainment on June 12, 2013 — 
two days before the release of 
Zack Snyder’s blockbuster epic, 
“Man of Steel,” starring Henry 
Cavill as Clark Kent and Amy 
Adams as Lois Lane.  
 Every year, on June 12, fans 
celebrate this Metropolis Marvel 
subjectively. Some read books, 
others watch films and television 
series, and others practice the 
hero’s main philosophies — truth 
and justice. 

Read more about  
Superman Day on page 5 

JORDAN ELSASS

 The Pulitzer Prizes awarded 
Darnella Frazier with a special 
citation for courageously captur-
ing the murder of George Floyd at 
the hands of Minneapolis police 
on Friday. 
 Darnella Frazier won the cita-
tion “for courageously recording 
the murder of George Floyd, a 
video that spurred protests 
against police brutality around 
the world, highlighting the crucial 
role of citizens in journalists’ 
quest for truth and justice,” ac-
cording to the Pulitzer Prize 
Board. 
 While Frazier is not a profes-
sional journalist, the brave act of 
shed light upon ongoing police 
brutality and injustice by record-

ing such an event is what the 
Pulitzer Prize stands for; the 
quest for truth and justice.  
 The v ideo ev idence she 
recorded on her cellphone that 
day aided the trial against ex-
police officer Derek Chauvin 
along with other officers involved 
and had sparked a global outcry 
against police brutality. 
 The staff of the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune newspaper won a 
Pulitzer Prize “for its urgent, au-
thoritative and nuanced coverage 
of the death of George Floyd at 
the hands of police in Min-
neapolis and of the reverbera-
tions that followed.”  

————- 
The winning works 

• Minneapolis police, protesters 
clash almost 24 hours after 

George Floyd’s death in custody 
By Libor Jany 

• As Mayor Frey calls for officer’s 
arrest, violence intensifies in 
Minneapolis By Liz Navratil and 
Libor Jany  

• Man who died in police incident 
was good friend and like family 
to his boss, others By Paul 
Walsh 

• Interactive: One week in Min-
neapolis 

• Video: Violent night in Min-
neapolis: Businesses looted, 
burned 

• Twin Cities businesses reel 
from the nights of violence 
while on guard for more By 
Jackie Crosby and Kavita Ku-
mar 

• Minneapolis’ Third Precinct 
served as ‘playground’ for 
renegade cops By Libor Jany 
and Andy Mannix 

Jordan Elsass plays Jon Kent, the son of Superman and Lois and sibling to Jordan, in The CW’s latest superhero installment. Photo courtesy of Jordan Elsass

————————————————————————————About us–

Volume 8, Issue 16 Reporting on the Planet Daily June 12, 2021 DailyPlanetDC.com @DailyPlanetDC

FREE

The Daily Planet is where heroes are born and the story continues. We are proud to report on the planet, daily. 
The Planet is a nonprofit news organization inspired by DC Comics. We hope to help inform the world in 
order to make it a better place. 
 
We are not paid for, sponsored by, or affiliated with DC Comics or Warner Brothers. The Daily Planet logo was originally  
designed by Jason Sweers. The DC logo is a trademark of DC Comics.

Aquaman sequel 
receives title  

—  
‘Aquaman and the 

Lost Kingdom’

Join the 
Daily Planet  

See page 9 or visit  
dailyplanetdc.com/contribute

TALKS JONATHAN KENT
An exclusive 

super-son  
interview  

Headlines 

By Jimmy Reno 
Daily Planet Columnist

SPECIAL SUPERMAN DAY EDITION

Read colorized versions of 
the Justice League story 

boards

––––––News–––––– 
Page 1 – 6 

Superman Day perspectives 
from Planet team members 

–––––––––– 
 Anywhere you go in the world, 
the crest of the House of El, the 
“Superman ‘S’” as it is often re-
ferred to, can be recognized by 
just about anyone. Daily Planet 
writers write about the Man of 
Steel and his influences in cul-
ture, personal lives and more. 
Page 5 

Vice President Kamala Harris 
visits Guatemala and Mexico 

–––––––––– 
 Vice President Kamala Har-
ris arrived in Guatemala on 
Sunday and will meet with 
President Alejandro Giammat-
tei to discuss bilateral eco-
nomic ties and security on 
Monday. 
Page 5 

–––––Comics––––– 
Page 7 – 8 

DC garners 17 Eisner Award 
nominations 
–––––––––– 

 he nominees for the 2021 Will 
Eisner Comic Industry Awards 
were announced today, and DC 
has earned 17 nominations.  
Page 7 

––––The Planet––– 
Page 9 – 10 

NASA selects new science 
investigations 

–––––––––– 
 As NASA continues plans for 
multiple commercial deliver-
ies to the Moon’s surface per 
year, the agency has selected 
three new scientific investiga-
tion payload suites to advance 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f E a r t h ’s 
nearest neighbor. 
Page 9 

–––––Culture––––– 
Page 17 – 20 

The cultural importance of 
‘In the Heights’ 

–––––––––– 
 Cultural representation is ex-
tremely important in literature, 
on the stage and on the screen, 
and Hollywood is slowly catching 
up.  
Page 11 

FDA grants accelerated ap-
proval for Alzheimer’s drug 

————— 
Page 9 

By Logan Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

Pulitzers award Darnella 
Frazier special citation 

Planet celebrates 
the Man of Steel 

on Superman Day 

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

https://www.dccomics.com/
http://www.otherideas.com/#/usbp/
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://dailyplanetdc.com/2021/04/20/derek-chauvin-found-guilty-in-the-murder-of-george-floyd/
https://dailyplanetdc.com/2020/05/29/outrage-from-george-floyds-death-sparks-protests-a-volunteer-medic-speaks-out/
https://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-police-protesters-clash-almost-24-hours-after-george-floyd-s-death-in-custody/570763352/
https://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-police-protesters-clash-almost-24-hours-after-george-floyd-s-death-in-custody/570763352/
https://www.startribune.com/as-mayor-frey-calls-for-officer-s-arrest-violence-intensifies-in-minneapolis/570804062/
https://www.startribune.com/as-mayor-frey-calls-for-officer-s-arrest-violence-intensifies-in-minneapolis/570804062/
https://www.startribune.com/man-who-died-in-police-incident-was-good-friend-and-like-family-to-his-boss-others/570775702/
https://www.startribune.com/man-who-died-in-police-incident-was-good-friend-and-like-family-to-his-boss-others/570775702/
https://www.startribune.com/george-floyd-death-ignited-protests-far-beyond-minneapolis-police-minnesota/569930771/
https://www.startribune.com/george-floyd-death-ignited-protests-far-beyond-minneapolis-police-minnesota/569930771/
https://video.startribune.com/violent-night-in-minneapolis-businesses-looted-burned/570830512/
https://video.startribune.com/violent-night-in-minneapolis-businesses-looted-burned/570830512/
https://video.startribune.com/violent-night-in-minneapolis-businesses-looted-burned/570830512/
https://www.startribune.com/twin-cities-businesses-reel-from-nights-of-violence-on-guard-for-more/570884372/
https://www.startribune.com/twin-cities-businesses-reel-from-nights-of-violence-on-guard-for-more/570884372/
https://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-third-precinct-served-as-playground-for-renegade-cops/571076562/
https://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-third-precinct-served-as-playground-for-renegade-cops/571076562/


 

DailyPlanetDC.com @DailyPlanetDC |    2

June 12, 2021 Dailies

Superman and the world’s greatest heroes

Continued in the next edition.Continued from last edition

Continued in the next edition.Continued from last edition

http://DailyPlanetDC.com


 

DailyPlanetDC.com @DailyPlanetDC |    3

Jordan 
Continued from page 1 

 Jordan happened to see the 
WB/CW series DVD's of "Small-
ville" at the library when he was 
eight years old. When he asked 
his Mom what the show was, she 
explained it was about Superman 
growing up. 
 While he didn't watch a lot of 
TV, "Smallville" was an excep-
tion. 
 "It’s funny, I did not watch a 
lot of television growing up, but I 
not only watched the show, I 
watched all seasons more than 
once,” he said. “It remains one of 
my favorite shows, and I am 
grateful I found it all those years 
ago. I hope to somehow have 
Tom Welling [Smallville] appear 
in a cameo on our show at some 
point. That would be really 
cool."  
 Jordan had some familiarity 
with the Superman mythos prior 
to getting the role of Jonathan 
Kent, thanks in part to shows 
like "Smallville.”  
 "I was marginally familiar, 
having watched some shows and 
movies, and of course Superman 
is just iconic,” he continued. “But 
I was not immersed in it, and am 
still learning. I don’t really read 
comics, so I didn’t even realize 
there was a Jonathan Kent! My 
mom always refused to watch 
any other Superman after the 
Donner films, he was her Super-
man. Until now. I think we can all 
agree that Tyler [Hoechlin] is 
filling those red boots phenome-
nally."  
 When the call went out for the 
role of two teenagers to be cast 
on the CW Series "Superman & 
Lois", Jordan was asked to sub-
mit a tape of some scenes. 
 "I was asked to submit a self-
tape of scenes that were under a 
different name but were actually 
for the role of Jordan,” he said. 
“Very quickly my agent got a call 
from the casting director asking 
me to submit scenes for the oth-
er brother, who of course I now 
know as Jonathan, but I think the 
characters were initially given 
the disguised names of Matthew 
and Ethan.  
 Jordan later found out that the 
casting directors liked his initial 
tape very much, but they just 
hired Alex Garfin to play Jordan 
Kent on the show. 
 “They still needed to fill the 
Jonathan role,” he said. “Appar-
ently, they liked my tape for that 
role as well because they wanted 
to fly me out to screen test with 
Alex and Bitsie. I was told if that 
went well, I would be asked to 
test in front of a roomful of CW 
and Warner Execs.” 
 Jordan had never done that 
before.  
 “The last level of ‘Little Fires’ 
auditioning was just being in a 
room with the showrunner and 
the casting director, trying 
scenes with two of the actors 
already hired,” he stated. “And 
that was big in, and of itself, with 
its own pressure! After I met with 
the executives, my mom and I 
went down into the cafeteria in 
the building to have a snack and 
wait to be picked up. We didn’t 
even get out of the building be-
fore my team called me to tell me 
I got the ro le ! Ver y ver y 
exciting!"  
 In the "Superman & Lois" se-
ries, Jordan has been given the 
opportunity to really display his 
ability to generate emotion and 
depth of that emotional range 
with his current storyline. 
Jonathan Kent has moved with 
his family from the city of Me-
tropolis, (Where he was a popu-
lar, star football player), to the 
much smaller town of Smallville, 
where his Dad grew up. In Small-
ville he finds things not as easy 
for him. 
 "The only really tough scenes 
for me are the super-emotional 
ones, as you saw in Episode 
eight with Lois [Bitsie Tulloch], 
where my character was so up-
set,” Elsass said. “I have to truly 
take myself to some really sad 
places to really, genuinely feel 
those feelings. For more broad 
disappointments and angst, I 
think we all have ups and downs 
in life on a weekly basis, so that’s 
a bit easier to just think about a 
little to get into character."  
 Unlike his "brother" on the 
series, Jonathan Kent doesn't 
have any of his Dad's Kryptonian 
powers... so far. This isn't a prob-
lem for Jordan at all. 
 "You know, I could honestly go 
either way on this [his character 
having powers],” Jordan admit-
ted. “I know that from the 
comics, Jonathan is supposed to 
have powers, which could be fun 
to play with, but I am also enjoy-
ing just portraying Jonathan as 
finding strength (and weakness) 
as a normal human. Jonathan 
seems to be a character that fans 
are rooting for, even though he is 
ordinary in many ways."  
 Finding out where Jordan's 
character goes next in the story-
line should be interesting, given 
the fact Jon has powers in the 
comics. But in the comics, he 
also doesn't have a brother who 
is already developing powers of 
his own. With the source materi-
al already being deviated from, 
his character's path isn't quite as 
clear. 
 "I would like for Jonathan to 
continue to have some real ups 
and downs, as humans do,” the 

actor admitted. “But this may be 
exaggerated somewhat, given his 
circumstances and lineage, so 
that can make it a little more fun. 
But primarily I want to see him 
growing as a person, and I hope 
the show is around for you to see 
Jonathan Kent become at least a 
few years older, and I hope he 
continues to remain close with 
his family as they support one 
another as well as to find his 
own fulfillment in life."  
 Prior to "Superman & Lois," no 
other iteration of Superman on 
TV has explored the Man of Steel 
as being married with teenage 
children. This presents a differ-
ent narrative that fans aren’t 
used to seeing. For Jordan, this 
makes "Superman & Lois" even 
more interesting. 
 "I love that it is a completely 
different angle and nothing that 
has been done before,” he said. 
“I am really, really happy that the 
show portrays a healthy, loving 
family, because sadly that is all 
too rare on television these 
days.”  
 In the show, each member of 
the Kent family is trying to sup-
port the other three and that’s 
the way a family should be, ac-
cording to Jordan.  
 “I enjoy my scenes with Bitsie, 
Tyler and Alex, and there’s a 
different dynamic in each of 
those relationships,” he said. “In 
real life, Alex and I are really 
close and hang out a lot and 
laugh and have great conversa-
tions. I respect Tyler so much 
and look up to him. He is a gen-
uinely great human being and 
role model. And I think Bitsie and 
I work really well together and 
elevate each other’s perfor-
mances in scenes like you saw in 
episode 8 [Season 1] with a lot of 
emotion. It has all been really 
great and such an honor."  
 Acting in an action series, 
means having some really great 
scenes to get to play. Jordan has 
his own favorite moment from 
season 1 so far. 
 "I’ve enjoyed so much of it, 
but I have to say I really liked 
when Jonathan was trapped 
inside John Henry’s (Wolé Parks) 
RV, and all the laser sights were 
pointed at him,” he admitted. 
“Those effects weren’t added in 
later, they really set up those 
beams. It enhanced the feelings 
and urgency and made it feel 
more like a real and dangerous 
situation!"  
 Given the vast multiverse in 
both the series and in DC 
Comics, there're other villains 
and heroes that fans may get to 
see on the show. There's some 
specific characters Jordan hopes 
to see included at some point in 
the series. 
 "I don’t really know how it 
could be worked in, but I love 
Batman and specifically the Dark 
Knight franchise,” he said. “Any 
nod to any of the characters 
from that universe would be 
really fun. One of my favorite 
performances of all time is Heath 
Ledger’s version of the Joker. I’m 
not sure that kind of role fits into 
our show, but I love it none-
theless!"  
 Jordan Elsass is loving every 
moment he's getting on "Super-
man & Lois" so far, and he's prov-
ing with his acting exactly why 
he was given that opportunity. 

June 12, 2021 

From left to right: Elizabeth Tulloch as Lois Lane, Tyler Hoechlin as Superman, Jordan Elsass as Jon Kent and Alex Garfin as Jordan Kent, in “Superman and Lois.” Photo courtesy of The CW

Photo courtesy of Jordan Elsass

Photo courtesy of Jordan Elsass
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 Anywhere you go in the world, 
the crest of the House of El, the 
“Superman ‘S’” as it is often re-
ferred to, can be recognized by 
just about anyone. Even the 
people who know nothing 
about Clark Kent can iden-
tify the meaning of a red 
cape in the sky: hope. It 
runs deeper than the hope that 
everything will be okay in a mo-
ment of peril, or the relief of 
knowing your loved ones would 
be saved from any situation. Su-
perman represents a deeper 
hope: One that holds the love for 
humanity and the faith that it will 
only continue to grow and be 
better.  
 Since Kal-El landed on Earth in 
‘Action Comics: no. 1’ in 1938, his 
hope for humanity has been 
something that has consistently 
inspired others, such as myself. 
To fit yourself into a place that 
may not accept you, and to fight 
for the people of that place takes 
a far better understanding of 
humanity than most humans 
seem to show. The foundation on 
which he was raised, one of hard 
work, honesty, and a solid moral 
compass is something that al-
lowed him to propel into a unique 
position. Superman is a being of 
godlike proportions when it 
comes to abilities- but never has 
he shown an overall will to hurt 
the people of Earth. Is Superman 
just seen as a protector, though? 
For some people, the meaning of 
the ’S’ on Superman’s chest, 
means much more than defender 
and protector. 
 For some, that symbol shows 
acceptance of someone from far 
away. The symbol holds the hope 
that no matter how far away from 
home you find yourself, there will 
always be a way to do good for 
the place you’re at now. Home-
sick does not have to mean lone-
ly, as Clark found in the Kents, 
Lois Lane and his f r iends 
throughout the years; the hope 
that there is no place you cannot 
belong to. This is a reality that 
has been continually strived for 
by the people of this world even 
today. More acceptance, more 
trust in one another, more hope: 
not only the general kind but a 

d e e p-
e r a n d 
g r e a t e r 
hope in the 
good of each oth-
er.  
 For o thers , the 
symbol of hope trans-
forms into a symbol of 
perseverance. When Superman 
stands tall, it's a sign of strength. 
Not the physical kind, but one of 
mental strength and the ability to 
overcome any obstacle tri-
umphantly. To some, the symbol 
means that no matter what you 
have to endure, no matter what 
obstacles are placed in front of 
you as long as you put in the 
effort and positivity, you can 
better yourself. Every time Clark 
stumbled either physically or 
morally, he used those instances 
to push himself into a better ver-
sion of what he wanted to be: not 
only for himself but for the peo-
ple around him.   
 So today, while you’re standing 
in the sunshine or if you hear a 
plane overhead that causes you 
to look up, think of him. Feel the 
hope that he inspires, that he has 
never stopped inspiring. Even if 
this world doesn’t have a Super-
man, there are plenty of super 
people that walk the streets, in-
spired by his hope and message. 
N o m a t t e r h o w S u p e r m a n 
changes on the big screen, in the 
comics or through his many iter-
ations, nothing will change what 
he means to people. Superman 
inspires a deeper and brighter 
hope in all of us. As a symbol he 
shows the constant belief that 
good will win, and as a person he 
shows us the best of humanity. 
For that, I will forever be grateful 
to have existed at the same time 
as Superman.  

 Today is Superman Day! To 
celebrate the iconic character 
created by Jerry Siegel and Joe 
Shuster, Destiny Ricks is taking 
you through the Superman 
comics decade by decade. There 
have been many versions of Kal-
El over the years, but this list 
chooses a comic book storyline 
from each decade. Whether 
you’re a comic book veteran or a 
new fan, these are the comics you 
should pick up to get to know 
The Man of Steel. 

 
1930s-40s - Action Comics 

no. 1-50 

 It’s the one that started it all! 
It’s always fun to go back to the 
beginning of a character, espe-
cially to see the evolution over 
the years. Action Comics no. 1 
introduced Clark Kent / Super-
man to the world, but don’t forget 
that this is also the first appear-
ance of the iconic Lois Lane. At 
first, Action Comics was an an-
thology series, tackling various 
Superman characters and vil-
lains. For fun stories featuring the  

Man of Steel in his early days, 
pick up early Action Comics. 

 
1950s - Action Comics no. 

252 

 While this story isn’t consid-
ered a classic, who can ignore the 
first appearance of Supergirl? In 
1959, Kara Zor-El was introduced 
to readers, making her mark on 
Superman’s history in an instant. 
After her first appearance, Kara 
Zor-El became a regular in Action 
Comics, joining the Legion of 
Super-Heroes. 

 
1950s - Action Comics no. 

252 
See Superman on page 6
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The Minnesota Department of Ad-
ministration announced that the 
Minnesota State Capitol Building 

will reopen to the public on Thursday, 
June 10 with regular weekday hours of 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Weekend hours will 
resume at a later date. 

The building will remain open beyond 
regular hours as needed to accommo-
date House of Representatives and Sen-
ate floor sessions as well as any legisla-
tive hearings conducted in Capitol 
hearing rooms. 

With the reopening, the public will once 
again be able to reserve space in the 
Capitol for meetings and events. Events 
will continue to be permitted on the 
Upper Mall, Lower Mall, and Leif Erik-
son Park. Information for holding public 
rallies and special events within Capitol 
Complex buildings and grounds can be 
found at https://mn.gov/admin/govern-
ment/public-events/.  

The Minnesota Historical Society In-
formation Desk on the Capitol’s First 
Floor will be open and providing infor-
mation for self-guided tours. Guided 
tours are expected to resume later this 
summer. More information about the 
Minnesota State Capitol Historical Site 
can be found https://www.mnhs.org/
capitol.  

 Vice President Kamala Harris ar-
rived in Guatemala on Sunday and 
will meet with President Alejandro 
Giammattei to discuss bilateral eco-
nomic ties and security on Monday. 
 She will meet on Tuesday with 
Mexican President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador. 
 “The goal of the vice president’s 
trip is to deepen our strategic part-
nership and bilateral relationship 

with both the Guatemalan and Mexi-
can governments to advance a com-
prehensive strategy to tackle the 
causes of migration,” according to a 
Harris senior adviser. 
 Following a bilateral meeting with 
Guatemalan President Giammattei, 
and in light of the U.S. desire to part-
ner with Guatemala to address the 
economic, governance, and security 
conditions influencing out-migration, 

Vice President Harris announced the 
launching of the Anticorruption Task 
Force, Human Smuggling and Traffick-
ing Task Force and a U.S.-Guatemala 
Young Women’s Empowerment Initia-
tive. 
 The Department of Justice, with 
support from the Department of 
State, will create an anticorruption  

See Harris on page 6 

I n a court filing on Tuesday in Hunter 
v. the US Department of Education, 
the Biden administration said it 

shares the “same ultimate objective” as 
schools named in the case. 

The class-action suit was filed against 
the US government for “giving religious 
exemptions to colleges so that they can 
discriminate against LGBTQ students,” 
according to LGBTQ Nation. 

The Department of Justice said on 
Tuesday that it could “vigorously” de-
fend a religious exemption from federal 
civil rights law that allows federally 
funded religious schools to discrimi-
nate against LGBTQ students. 

This move “surprised” some LGBTQ 
advocates who said “the wording went 
further than just an obligation to de-
fend existing law,” according to The 
Washington Post. 

The Supreme Court is also expected to 
rule soon in Fulton v. City of Phil-
adelphia, a case involving same-sex 
adoption. 

The Supreme Court is also expected to 
rule soon in Fulton v. City of Phil-
adelphia, 

See Biden page 6 
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Vice President Kamala Harris. Photo by Gage Skidmore 
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Superman  
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 While this story isn’t consid-
ered a classic, who can ignore 
the first appearance of Supergirl? 
In 1959, Kara Zor-El was intro-
duced to readers, making her 
mark on Superman’s history in 
an instant. After her first appear-
ance, Kara Zor-El became a regu-
lar in Action Comics, joining the 
Legion of Super-Heroes.

1960s - The Last Days of 
Superman 

  
 Written by Edmond Hamilton 
and with art from legendary 
Superman artist Curt Swan, “The 
Last Days of Superman” features 
a Superman that contracts a 
deadly virus (from space, of 
course). The gang all comes 
together, from Lori Lemaris and 
Jimmy Olsen to Supergirl, to help 
Superman in his last days. For a 
Silver Age comic, the stakes are 
high and it features some classic 
Superman panels.

1970s - Must There Be A 
Superman?

Written by Elliot S. Maggin, 
penciled by Curt Swan, and 
inked by Murphy Anderson, 
“Must There Be a Superman?” 
explores Superman from a real-
world point-of-view, deconstruct-
ing the character to a degree. In 
this storyline, the leaders of the 
Green Lantern Corps question if 
Superman’s protection has made 
humanity weak and reliant, mak-
ing Clark question himself. In 
today’s context, this is a fascinat-
ing story to read as Superman 
establishes why he should be a 
protector and why it matters.

1980s - The Man of Steel

 Set after the events of Crisis on 
Infinite Earths, “The Man of Steel” 
is a strangely modern Superman 
story. Written and drawn by 
John Byrne, “The Man of Steel” 
reboots not only Superman, but 
his supporting characters and 
Lex Luthor, changing them for a 
modern era. This miniseries 
modernized Lois as a reporter 
rather than a damsel, made Lex 
Luthor much more intimidating, 
and emphasized Clark’s human 
elements as he discovers his 
alien abilities. “The Man of Steel” 
is a definitive Superman story, 
essential reading for any fan.

1990s - Kingdom Come

 Written by Mark Waid and 
Alex Ross, as well as painted by 
Ross, “Kingdom Come” is an 
Elseworlds story, set in an alter-
nate world where a group of 
young superheroes, who have no 
problem taking lives to get the 
job done, conflict with the tradi-
tional superheroes. Superman 
and the Justice League get tired 
of this world, and Superman 
himself lives as a farmer. But, of 
course, the older heroes come 
back to knock the new heroes 
down a peg. Possibly an over-
simplification, but make sure to 
read “Kingdom Come” with fresh 
eyes, and also let them feast 
upon Ross’ fantastic artwork.

2000s - All-Star Superman

 Writer Grant Morrison 
and artist Frank Quitely came 
together to create “All-Star Su-
perman,” the definitive Super-
m a n s t o r y . I n “ A l l - S t a r 
Superman,” Superman has been 
weakened by constant exposure 
to yellow sun radiation and real-
izes that he doesn’t have much 
time to live. Each issue explores 
a particular aspect of classic 
Superman tropes as Superman 
closes the doors of his life. “All-
Star Superman” is a fantastic 
exploration of Superman and a 
love letter to the fans that love 
him. This series is one of those 
quintessential stories that can 
connect with long-time fans or 
new readers.

2010s - Superman: Earth 
One (2010) 

 W r i t t e n b y J . M i c h a e l 
Straczynski with artwork by 
Shane Davis, “Superman: Earth 
One” is a personal favorite of 
Ricks’. “Superman: Earth One” 
showcases the last moments of 
Krypton, Superman’s origin, and 
his early life, modernizing the 
Superman comics and grounding 
them in reality. “Superman: Earth 
One” explores a younger Clark 
Kent as he discovers his powers 
and his place in the world, creat-
ing a fascinating retelling of the 
Superman origin story.
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Harris  
continued from page 5 

task force that will include U.S. 
prosecutors and law enforce-
ment experts to investigate and 
prosecute corruption cases with 
a nexus in the United States, 
Guatemala and the region.  
 The task force will include 
three components:  
•  Increased focus of the global 

Kleptocracy Initiative to prose-
cute corruption cases and 
seize illicitly gained assets 
arising from corruption in Gua-
temala, El Salvador, and Hon-
duras. 

•  Expand the number of Resi-
dent Legal Advisors to provide 
capacity-building, training, and 
case-based mentoring to the 
Guatemalan Public Ministry, 
including the Special Prosecu-
tor Against Impunity (FECI), to 
build corruption cases. 

•  A rapid response capability to 
deploy U.S. prosecutors and 
law enforcement experts to 

provide mentorship to develop 
corruption cases.   

 The Human Smuggling and 
Trafficking Task Force will create 
a regional task force to identify, 
disrupt, and prevent migrant 
smuggling and human trafficking 
operations.   The task force will 
work with U.S. law enforcement 
counterparts in the region to 
track migrant smuggling and 
human trafficking operations, 
share intelligence, and plan co-
ordinated enforcement actions.  
 USAID will provide up to $40 
million over three years to 
launch the Young Women’s Em-
powerment Initiative that will 
focus on creating opportunities 
for young, primarily indigenous 
women, who face substantial 
gender gaps.   Activities will 
strengthen efforts to prevent and 
combat pervasive gender-based 
violence and trafficking in per-
sons from areas of high out-mi-
gration while increasing access 
to justice, education and eco-

nomic opportunities, and health 
and social services.  
 According to the White House, 
USAID will also provide up to 
$7.5 million over three years, and 
leverage at least $22.5million 
from the private sector, to sup-
port entrepreneurs and innova-
tors – including women, youth, 
and indigenous people – who are 
creating technology-driven, mar-
ket-led solutions to development 
challenges in regions of high out-
migration.  
 Support will be directed to-
ward entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses that are working in multi-
ple sectors, including renewable 
energy, climate resilience, health, 
water and sanitation, telemedi-
cine, agriculture, fintech and 
education. Initial private sector 
partners include the Argidius 
Foundation, PriceSmart Founda-
tion, IDC-Alterna, Pomona Im-
pact, Ascenda, and Valhalla Capi-
tal which have committed to 
invest and grant over $10 million 
in support of this initiative.

Biden  
continued from page 5 

a case involving same-sex adop-
tion. 
 The move seems to conflict 
with the Biden administration’s 
March memo from the DOJ’s Civil 
Rights Division pledging that 
‘[a]ll persons should receive 
equal treatment under the law, 
no matter their gender identity 

or sexual orientation,’ but it also 
aligns with the DOJ’s duty to 
defend federal laws. 
 At issue in Hunter v. the US 
Department of Education are 40 
LGBTQ students at conservative 
religious colleges and universi-
ties who are suing the govern-
ment for its role in providing 
funding to schools with discrimi-
natory policies. The schools say 
they have a First Amendment 

right to promote traditional reli-
gious beliefs about sexuality and 
gender.  
 The Fulton v. City of Phil-
adelphia case, argued before the 
Supreme Court in November 
2020, could “have lasting impli-
cations for gay couples looking 
to start a family,” says NBC 
News. A ruling is expected in the 
next few weeks.

 Facebook announced Friday 
that former President Donald 
Trump will sustain his suspen-
sion on their platform for anoth-
er two years and will only be 
reinstated if conditions permit. 
 The decision follows the so-
cial media company’s Oversight 
Board recommendation in May 
that the former president’s 
posts about the January 6 
storming of the US Capitol se-
verely violated Facebook rules. 
 The announcement said 
Facebook will “look to experts to 
assess whether the risk to pub-
lic safety has receded” after the 
two-year ban. 
 We are today announcing new 
enforcement protocols to be 

applied in exceptional cases 
such as this, and we are confirm-
ing the time-bound penalty con-
sistent with those protocols 
which we are applying to Mr. 
Trump’s accounts,” Nick Clegg, 
VP of Facebook’s Global Affairs, 
said. “Given the gravity of the 
circumstances that led to Mr. 
Trump’s suspension, we believe 
his actions constituted a severe 
violation of our rules which 
merit the highest penalty avail-
able under the new enforcement 
protocols. We are suspending 
his accounts for two years, ef-
fective from the date of the ini-
tial suspension on January 7 this 
year.” 

 When the suspension is even-
tually lifted, there will be a strict 
set of rapidly escalating sanc-
tions that will be triggered if 
Trump commits further viola-
tions in the future, up to and 
including permanent removal of 
his pages and accounts. 
 “In establishing the two year 
sanction for severe violations, 
we considered the need for it to 
be long enough to allow a safe 
period of time after the acts of 
incitement, to be significant 
enough to be a deterrent to Mr. 
Trump and others from commit-
ting such severe violations in 
future, and to be proportionate 
to the gravity of the violation 
itself,” Clegg stated. 

Facebook announces Donald Trump 
will be suspended for two years 

 US NEWS   

By Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

USDA launches resource guide to help 
build America’s rural workforce 

 United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Deputy Un-
der Secretary for Rural Devel-
opment Justin Maxson today 
unveiled a  resource guide(PDF, 
2.5 MB) to help rural community 
leaders start and expand em-
ployment opportunities and 
access resources to train, recruit 
and create a sustainable rural 
workforce. 
 “America’s rural workforce is 
critical to the success of the 
nation’s economy,” Maxson said. 
“As USDA continues to respond 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
help restore the economy, we 
remain committed to helping 
rural employers build back 
America’s rural workforce to be 
better, stronger and more equi-
table than ever before.” 

 The resource guide outlines 
programs and services available 
at USDA and other federal agen-
cies that support workforce 
development in rural communi-
ties. It helps community leaders 
and other local entities access 
resources more easily to create 
jobs, train talent, expand educa-
tional opportunities and provide 
technical assistance. 
 A resource matrix organizes 
USDA funding opportunities by 
four key assistance types: 
•  Wo r k f o rc e d e v e l o p m e n t 

planning; 
•  Infrastructure and equipment 
financing; 

•  Industry and employer en-
gagement, entrepreneurship 
and local business develop-
ment; and, 

•  Educat ion, t ra in ing and 
apprenticeship. 

The guide also features exam-
ples of how customers have 
used USDA programs to support 
each assistance type. 
It includes recommendations on 
how rural leaders can replicate 
this assistance in their commu-
nities. 

————— 
Additional resources to support 
rural workforce development are 
available at www.rd.usda.gov/
rwin. 

To learn more about investment 
resources for rural areas, contact 
the nearest USDA Rural Devel-
opment state office.

 US NEWS   

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgAlKxl2LLuBdvX0VImKrsw1AfS3gQubSr3nTcaLPVuMLMjNM1FAQ6AV5AADFf923FNvW8tFONcc0xETpsyutYCsfv2_tk8oxGDqEqLyCtr_BXhawtqp6ab01o55o7OsEXmMKI_MWhAfkHwf7l5yW2yGe1tR13T0Inoom6h7xf7ixSxq2pianO28_-XxadJ_FhbPghFH2INuJ_YYFSwPZK3LpAWmJVpeu8EFVu5dhbCAv3ItD63-aDD2E2XGwRUFA1-0MoNF7ZAsWTdd6VH-BOxZdhf4Ig2EiHFHvYIGPcUduaV5MxVHoc2h06JieU1rQCTuDoyY3npBblUbdRJad30QmnGoolN_BIxPB81oFXBYX58_sYdo1Q==&c=WN2-joKgR4ceNrOSrbV5mrwajzKSlsYTWd6zRZE1Bc9_wzKowEaI4A==&ch=V-4q1pA-rhs1V1OfZjYLgaY2-IiV2DDUiGXnPgUkQkjqSgbl3h0p4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgAlKxl2LLuBdvX0VImKrsw1AfS3gQubSr3nTcaLPVuMLMjNM1FAQ6AV5AADFf92sssjLN89c0Qu5h-o6bkG1xfuZh2wq-sntHeevXV9YRaWBaaC-INXZqGrNi2BmjXwGEbylaSX6bWiMGbrALBqnA==&c=WN2-joKgR4ceNrOSrbV5mrwajzKSlsYTWd6zRZE1Bc9_wzKowEaI4A==&ch=V-4q1pA-rhs1V1OfZjYLgaY2-IiV2DDUiGXnPgUkQkjqSgbl3h0p4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgAlKxl2LLuBdvX0VImKrsw1AfS3gQubSr3nTcaLPVuMLMjNM1FAQ6AV5AADFf92sssjLN89c0Qu5h-o6bkG1xfuZh2wq-sntHeevXV9YRaWBaaC-INXZqGrNi2BmjXwGEbylaSX6bWiMGbrALBqnA==&c=WN2-joKgR4ceNrOSrbV5mrwajzKSlsYTWd6zRZE1Bc9_wzKowEaI4A==&ch=V-4q1pA-rhs1V1OfZjYLgaY2-IiV2DDUiGXnPgUkQkjqSgbl3h0p4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgAlKxl2LLuBdvX0VImKrsw1AfS3gQubSr3nTcaLPVuMLMjNM1FAQ_scXFexZg9S9Kn6hxR4gYVYyA6u-Zx7L75a9nzshK3n0yDjZftj2rMxmyF63vlC6pthjg__2NEfWNmgRQLlB0v5gbsmU6KKSl1452dTFXwwQhPw7_6S5KU=&c=WN2-joKgR4ceNrOSrbV5mrwajzKSlsYTWd6zRZE1Bc9_wzKowEaI4A==&ch=V-4q1pA-rhs1V1OfZjYLgaY2-IiV2DDUiGXnPgUkQkjqSgbl3h0p4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mgAlKxl2LLuBdvX0VImKrsw1AfS3gQubSr3nTcaLPVuMLMjNM1FAQ_scXFexZg9S9Kn6hxR4gYVYyA6u-Zx7L75a9nzshK3n0yDjZftj2rMxmyF63vlC6pthjg__2NEfWNmgRQLlB0v5gbsmU6KKSl1452dTFXwwQhPw7_6S5KU=&c=WN2-joKgR4ceNrOSrbV5mrwajzKSlsYTWd6zRZE1Bc9_wzKowEaI4A==&ch=V-4q1pA-rhs1V1OfZjYLgaY2-IiV2DDUiGXnPgUkQkjqSgbl3h0p4Q==
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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The nominees for the 2021 
Will Eisner Comic Indus-
t r y Awards were an-

nounced today, and DC has 
earned 17 nominations. Heralded 
as “the Oscars of the comics 
world,” for over three decades 
the prestigious Eisner Awards 
have celebrated the industry’s 
very best releases and talent. 
 Chosen by a highly lauded 
panel of judges and voted on by 
industry professionals,  the win-
ners will be announced in an 
online ceremony during Comic-
Con@Home on July 23. 
• Best Short Story: “Rookie,” 

by  Greg Rucka  and  Eduardo 
Risso, in Detective Comics#1027 
(DC) 

• Best Single Issue:  The Other 
History of the DC Universe #1, 
by  John Ridley  and  Giuseppe 
Camuncoli (DC) 

• Best Limited Series:  Far Sec-
tor,  by N. K. Jemisin  and  Ja-
mal Campbell (DC)  

• Best Limited Series:  Strange 
A d v e n t u r e s ,  b y T o m 
King, Mitch Gerads, and Evan 
“Doc” Shaner (DC Black Label) 

• Best Limited Series:  Super-
man’s Pal Jimmy Olsen, by Matt 
Fraction and Steve Lieber(DC) 

• Best Publication for Kids:  Su-
p e r m a n S m a s h e s t h e 
K l a n ,  b y G e n e L u e n 
Yang and Gurihiru(DC)  

• Best Humor Publication:  Su-
p e r m a n ’ s P a l J i m m y 
O l s e n ,  b y  M a t t 
Fraction and Steve Lieber (DC) 

• Best Adaptation from Another 
Medium:  Superman Smashes 
the Klan,  adapted by  Gene 
Luen Yang and Gurihiru (DC)  

• Best Penciller/Inker or Pen-
ciller/Inker Team:  Mitch Ger-
a d s / E v a n “ D o c ” 
S h a n e r ,  S t r a n g e 
Adventures (DC Black Label) 

• Best Writer:  Matt  Fraction,  Su-
perman’s Pal Jimmy Olsen (DC)
;  A d v e n t u r e m a n , 
November vols. 2–3, Sex Crimi-
nals (Image) 

• Best Writer:  Jeff Lemire,  Bar-
balien, Black Hammer, Colonel 
Weird (Dark Horse); The Ques-
t ion: The Deaths of Vic 
Sage  (DC Black Label);  Family 
Tree, Gideon Falls (Image) 

• Best Writer:  James Tynion 
IV,  Something Is Killing the 
Children, Wynd  (BOOM! Stu-
dios);  Batman  (DC);  The De-
partment of Truth  (Image); Ra-
zorblades (Tiny Onion) 

• Best Cover Artist :  Jamal 
Campbell,  Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers  (BOOM! Stu-
dios); Far Sector (DC) 

• B e s t L e t t e r i n g :  D e r o n 
Bennett,  Bear,  The  Sacrifice 
of  Darkness  (Archaia);  King  of 
N o w h e r e , S o m e t h i n g  i s 
K i l l i n g  t h e 
Children, We Only Find The Wh

en  They’re  Dead  (BOOM! Stu-
dios);  Far Sector, Harley 
Quinn: Black + White + 
R e d ,  M a r t i a n 
Manhunter  (DC); Excellence  (S
kybound/Image);  A Dark Inter-
lude, Dark One, Relics of Youth, 
Resonant,  Shadow Service, 
Vampire: The Masquerade: 
Winter’s Teeth  (Vault);  Ping 
Pong (VIZ Media) 

• B e s t L e t t e r i n g :  C l a y t o n 
Cowles,  Aquaman, Superman: 
Man of Tomorrow,  Super-
m a n ’ s P a l J i m m y 
Olsen  (DC); Adventureman, Bit
ter Root, Bog Bodies, Die  (Im-
age);  Reaver   (Skybound/Im-
age); X Of Swords: Creation #1, 
X of Swords: Destruction #1, X 
of Swords: Stasis #1 (Marvel) 

• B e s t L e t t e r i n g :  R u s s 
Wooton ,  Wonder Woman: 
D e a d 
Earth (DC); Monstress (Image);
 Die!Die!Die!, Fire Power, Obliv-
i o n S o n g , O u t c a s t , 
Stillwater (Skybound/Image)  

• B e s t L e t t e r i n g :  A d i t y a 
Bidikar, Barbalien: Red Planet, 
G r afi t y ’s Wa l l E x p a n d e d 
Edition  (Dark Horse);  John 
C o n s t a n t i n e , 
Hellblazer (DC); A Map to the S
un  (First Second); The Depart-
m e n t o f T r u t h , L o s t 
Soldiers  (Image);  Giga, The 
P i c t u r e o f E v e r y t h i n g 
Else (Vault). 

A full list of nominees can be 
found at www.comic-con.org. 

The cover for Jimmy Olsen no. 8 (2019-2020), which was nominated Best Limited Series. Photos courtesy of DC Comics
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 “War of the Bounty Hunters no. 1” was an 
issue that featured a reveal which I didn’t 
see coming. It appears that the frozen Han 
Solo is the high-value target in this ongoing 
war, and only time will tell where the spoils 
of war will fall and which regime will reign 
victorious. For example, the Rebel Alliance, 
The Empire, the Hutts, and practically all 
the bounty hunters in the galaxy are in-
volved.  
 However, behind the scenes, the strings 
of strategy are manipulated and controlled 
by a shadowy figure who feels reminiscent 
of Emperor Palpatine writing the script of 
the clone wars leading to the Jedi genocide 
disguised under the banner of the galaxy 
propaganda labeled as “Order 66.” Star Wars 
has always been perceived as a well-laid out 
methodical chess match, and it’s clear “The 
War of the Bounty Hunters” arc is no differ-
ent.  

 Now I want to elevate our fictional aspi-
rations by connecting the struggles of war 
with the allegory of a chess match. You 
would know that the queen chess piece can 
move anywhere on the board for those fa-
miliar with the activity, which means it is 
the most powerful and versatile piece on 
the board.  
 This is where the Star Wars connection 
takes center stage; writer-author Charles 
Soule has finally revealed that the tide-turn-
ing queen chess piece is none other than 
Qi’ra, who fans will know was last seen in 
“Solo: A Star Wars Story”(2018) who was 
brought to life actress Emila Clarke. Howev-
er, it’s clear to see after the events of the 
flim transpired, Qi’ra has officially taken the 
role of leader for criminal organization 
Crimson Dawn, and to note was once Han 
Solo’s first love interest from his childhood 
on the planet Corellia.  

 The final pages were gripping and nerve-
inducing because of Qi’Ra being revealed to 
be the one to have taken Han from Boba 
Fett, which would be a powder keg reaction 
igniting the “War of the Bounty Hunters.” I 
feel this revelation paints Han Solo as the 
King chess piece that is not quite as power-
ful as the Queen but rather the piece that 
needs the most protection, and it is the 
most crucial piece.  
 I felt Han being frozen in carbonite was 
symbolic of a king being trapped by other 
chess pieces signaling the end of the game 
and ending the war. To note, I need to 
praise and commend Soule for being able to 
flip the established canon and fix the glar-
ing plot threads by reintroducing Qi’Ra in a 
position of significance.  

See Han Solo on page 8 
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Star Wars legends 
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Aphra no. 10’ 

 MARVEL   

Brian of Earth-16 
Daily Planet Reporter
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Wars: The War of the 
Bounty Hunters no. 1’ 
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DC garners 17 Eisner 
Award nominations 

Doctor Chelli Lona Aphra does not 
play the hero. She is an archaeologist 
who is out to do her job and get paid. 

She has had run-ins with both the Galactic 
Empire and the Alliance to Restore the Re-
public. She was under the employ of Darth 
Vader and also owed the Rebels a favor.  
 As a rogue archaeologist looking for arti-
facts to make credits, she has only one alle-
giance and that is to herself. Does that 
make her a villain? I’d let you be the judge 
of that, constant reader. But to me, the good 
doctor is a capitalist. A spunky and geeky 
opportunist.  She is just trying to survive 
and make bank. This latest issue is no dif-
ferent but little does Aphra know, she is 
about to encounter someone from the Star 
Wars Legends universe. 

Our intrepid and morally fluid Doctor Aphra 
and the smuggler Sana STarros (an “ex wife” 
of Han Solo) finds themselves yet in anoth-
er pickle. They are trying to steal the Nihil 
hyperdrive from a rival industrialist named 
Beol De’Rryet for Domina Tagge. Tagge 
wants the engine for herself so that she can 
maintain her contract with the Galactic 
Empire since her family builds ships for the 
dictatorial government. Her concern is If 
her rival succeeds in using the Nihil hyper-
drive for his ships, her company would be 
in financial ruin and De’Rryet’s company 
De’Rryet Industries would become wealthy.  
  
If you are a diehard “Star Wars” fan and 
have been following the new canon, you 
would know that the Nihil are a group of 
marauders who terrorized the citizens of 
the High Republic and had run-ins with the 
knights of the Jedi Order. As a fan, you 
would also know that Domina Tagge is re-
lated to Imperial Officer Cassio Tagge from 
“Star Wars: A New Hope.”  In the Legend 
continuity, Domina and Cassio were sib-
lings.  
  
“Doctor Aphra no.10” takes place at a 
demonstration with the Nihil hyperdrive 
engine on the planet Midarr. At this point, if 
you read “Doctor Aphra,” you, along with 
the titular archaeologist, knew that the 
demonstration involving the engine was 
going to go awry no matter what transpired 
because the “Nihil hyperdrive” is fake and 
would explode if utilized. Aphra knows this 
but she plans on stealing the 
engine to make money. 
She and Starros go the 
De’Rryrt’s demon-
stration disguised 
as interns and try 
to steal the 
blueprints to 
hyperdrive from 
the industrial-
ist’s office. How-
ever, De’Rryrt 
catches them and 
even worse,  the 
Unbroken Clan’s Gen-
eral Vukorah enters into 
the picture. The ruthless 
general also wants the 
engine for herself, not 
knowing that it is fake.  
  
Still trapped in the office, Aphra plans to 
cut her losses and run  but Starros con-
vinces her to help save the engineers  at 
De’Rryrt Industries who are being killed 
one-by-one by Vukorah. She does this by 
bringing up Aphra’s former lover, Magna 
Tolvan, a former Imperial turned Rebel. 
Aphra’s moral fluidity comes into play when 
she decides to save the engineers while 
stealing the engine path inside the fake en-
gine.  
  
Usinger her skills as a slicer and archaeolo-
gist, Aphra works on stealing the engine 
path from the fake engine while Vukorah 
has her  blaster to her head. Despite a few 
hiccups, the team of Aphra and Starros 
pulls off their plans of saving the engineers 
(with a little help from Imperial 
Stormtroopers) and stealing the crystal 
core of the path engine. As a result of the 
blaster fire between the Imperial 
Stormtroopers and the Unbroken Clan, the 
ship that had the fake engine explodes. As a 
result, De’Rryrt Industries ends up in finan-
cial ruin.  
  
When Aphra and Starros return to Domina 
Tagge’s ship, the Acquisitor, the former tells 

See Aphra on page 8 

Brian of Earth-16 
Daily Planet Reporter

Photo courtesy of Marvel

Photo courtesy of Marvel

Photos courtesy of Marvel

Superman Smashes the Klan is nominated for Best Adaptation from another medium. Photo courtesy of DC Comics
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Han Solo  
Continued from page 7 

The reemergence of Qi’ra was 
extremely explosive because, as 
a fan, I often wondered what 
happened to Qi’ra after she de-
parted from Han toward the end 
of “Solo: A Star Wars Story.”  
 It’s valid to think about how 
the film elaborated on Han and 
Qi’ra growing up on Corellia as 
scrumrats, or children taken in 
by the White Worms, a criminal 
organization headed by Lady 
Proxima. The events of their 
traumatic childhood saw Solo 
and Qi’ra having to do odd jobs 
for the cruel Lady Proxima, who 
would punish or abuse them if 
t h e y d i d n o t d e l i v e r a s 
promised.  
 Of course, during those hard 
times, Han and Qi’ra’s relation-
ship did blossom into something 
quite romantic. Till one day, Han 
decided to steal a vial of coaxi-
um, which is a costly starship 
fuel. Han and Qi’ra’s goal was to 
sell the coaxium to get enough 
money to buy their ship, get out 
of Corellia, and live life together. 
However, as they tried to go 
through an Imperial checkpoint, 
Han was cut off from Qi’ra and 
forced to leave her while he en-
listed in the Empire to learn to 
become a pilot so that he could 
come back for her.  
 To note, it would be three long 
grueling years until Solo got the 
opportunity to desert the Em-
pire, with help from his oldest 
friend Chewbacca. Also, slight to 
Han’s knowledge, Qi’ra became 
involved with Crimson Dawn 
which the Sith Lord Maul led 
until his death at the hands of 
Jedi knight Obi-Wan Kenobi on 
the desert planet Tatooine( Star 
Wars: Rebels S3 E20)  
 In addition to her newly found 
allegiance, Qi’ra became more 
lethal and cunning as she was 
taught the ancient martial art of 
Teras Kasi, rose in Crimson 
Dawn’s ranks, and became crime 
lord Dryden Vos’ right-hand 
woman. Han would then go on to 
be reunited with Qi’ra when 
Cr imson Dawn h i red h im, 
Chewie, his mentor Tobias Beck-
ett, and eventual friend Lando 
Calrissian to get Coaxium from 
the mines of Kessel.  
 During that time, they rekin-
dled their romance, but it was 
short-lived after Beckett double-
crossed them and Qi’ra killed Vos 
on the planet Savareen. After 
leaving Han, Qi’ra had to return 
to Maul and report the news of 
Vos’ murder. She did not mention 
Han’s involvement in protecting 
him from the ruthless sith. After 
killing Beckett, Solo and Chewie 
watched as Qi’ra left them 
aboard Vos’ ship, the First Light. 
 Now Qi’ra has made her pres-
ence known among the criminal 
underworld as the face of Crim-
son Dawn by inviting the Hutts to 
purchase the frozen Han Solo. 
Around this time and since 
Maul’s death, Crimson Dawn was 
dormant, but with Qi’ra running 
the organization and using Han 
as a pawn, she wants to return it 
to its former glory or maybe 
even more significant than it 
was.  
 I noticed Soule positioned 
Qi’ra in the “War of the Bounty 
Hunters’ almost as determined 
and cunning as the pre-Disney 
Expanded Universe, or Legends, 
character Prince Xizor. To report, 
both ran criminal organizations 
and played near all sides (Rebels, 
Empire, and bounty hunters) as 
pawns in their game, and both 
were very subtle in their plans. 
Nobody knew what Xizor was up 
to until it was revealed that he 
was playing both the Rebels and 
the Empire while plotting to get 
revenge on Darth Vader for 
killing his family on his home 
planet. Xizor offered to provide 
ships to help build the second 
Death Star while he convinced 
Palpatine to let the Rebels get 
their hands on the Second Death 
Star plans. To Xizor, whether the 
Rebels or the Empire won, he 
would profit either way. In addi-
tion, Xizor sent bounty hunters 
to kill Luke Skywalker so that the 
Emperor could lose favor with 
Vader.  
 I feel the writers are using the 
template of Xizor to determine 
the role of Qi’ra in this narrative 
even though, at times, nobody 
can tell what’s she truly up to. 
One lingering thought that could 
shed light on Qi’ra’s role in this 
highly volatile arc is she men-
tioned that Han always wanted to 
save her, and now he has that 

chance. It makes me question 
what does she mean by that?  
 I felt that Soule left the last 
scene ambiguous even though it 
left the fans wondering what will 
transpire and will it affect the 
established lore of the original 
trilogy, and will certain events be 
retconned. However, the com-
ment from Han’s old flame could 
perhaps be a red herring planted 
by the writers to keep the read-
ers and audience on their toes 
going forward.   
 It does raise the question of 
whether she wants to eventually 
reunite with Han and start that 
life they always dreamt of while 
residing in the slums of poverty 
as scrumrats on Corelia. Another 
theory could be there is some-
thing or someone else that she 
needs her former lover to save 
her from. Of course, while en-
cased in carbonite the looming 
thought of if Han somehow 
knows that he is in possession of 
his former lover? The questions 
keep coming because why 
doesn’t Qi’ra just thaw him out 
like Princess Leia would in the 
“Return of the Jedi?” Maybe she 
needs to make the right moves 
against the people that may get 
in her way. Perhaps a threat like 
Boba Fett. 
 Fett may be a simple pawn 
making his way on the chess-
board we call the galaxy, but a 
pawn can always get promoted 
when making it at the other 
board. The son of the Mandalori-
an foundling Jango Fett wants his 
property back and is willing to 
do whatever it takes. In the span 
of a couple of pages, he has al-
ready killed several bounty 
hunters going after him, includ-
ing Zuckuss, who prophesized 
that he would end up in a “sea of 
red.” He also entered Jabba’s 
Palace, with guns blazing, de-
manding why the Hutt placed a 
bounty on his head and eventual-
ly found out that the leader of 
Crimson Dawn stole Solo from 
him. Fett could very well be the 
pawn who takes down the Queen 
in the form of Qi’ra, but it won’t 
be easy since Qi’ra can very well 
hold her own as a trained Teras 
Kasi martial artist.  
 In addition to the inner 
machinations of Boba Fett’s role 
in this chapter of Star Wars, I 
need to question what the part of 
the Rebels, including Luke Sky-
walker, Lando Calrissian, Chew-
bacca, and Princess Leia is? Luke 
was a simple farm boy turned 
neophyte Jedi who could not 
intimidate a scrumrat turned 
crime lady.  
 For Qi’ra (Who had Maul as 
her employer and probably her 
mentor), Luke could be this 
week’s opponent though know-
ing the hero who blew up the 
first Death Star, anything is pos-
sible. A gambler who lost was 
responsible for her former lover 
being frozen would have Qi’ra 
feeling some kind of way towards 
Calrissian, and at this point, the 
former gambler needs all the 
friends he can get since Leia still 
has a bone to pick with him. And 
Chewie? Everyone, including 
Qi’ra, loves Chewie. Of course, 
though Leia is a princess from 
Alderaan meeting face to face 
with the former girlfriend of the 
man she loves? This would prob-
ably involve Luke, Lando, and 
Chewie grabbing the popcorn 
and watching these two ladies 
duke it out.  
 If Qi’ra were ever to encounter 
those outsides of the Rebel Al-
liance, like Doctor Aphra or Sana 
Starros, the former would not be 
too impressed and have ques-
tions about why she is holding 
the frozen Han Solo. The latter 
would be attracted to Qi’ra and 
try to steal some High Republic 
artifacts. But again, I think Qi’ra 
would not be one to mess with, 
given her background. And the 
other bounty hunters Valance 
and Dengar would probably be 
wise not to underestimate Han 
Solo’s former girlfriend.  

 Or lastly, what if Qi’ra encoun-
ters Darth Vader and the Empire?
Or the Hutts? What could happen 
then? We haven’t even scratched 
the surface here yet. 
 Switching gears from Soule’s 
writing, the art done by Luke 
Ross and colored by Neeraj 
Menon is phenomenal. From the 
likeness of the characters to the 
settings on the planets like 
Tatooine and Nar Shardaa, Ross’s 
illustrations are very detailed. 
For instance, the drawings of Han 
Solo in carbonite, Boba Fett, Bib 
Fortuna, and Qi’ra are drawn as if 
Ross ripped them out of the “Star 
Wars” movies. Boba Fett’s bat-
tered armor is very detailed, 
from the dent on his helmet to 
the scrapes and dings on his 
shoulder pads and chest plate.  
 My favorite drawing was of 
Qi’ra. At the very end of the com-
ic, her reveal as the leader of 
Crimson Dawn and, arguably, the 
architect behind the “War of the 
Bounty Hunters” is explosive. 
Qi’ra, with the likeness of her 
portrayer Emilia Clarke, has a 
serene expression about her as 
she reveals her concealed face to 
the reader. The panel was 
enough to make “Star Wars” fans 
like me fall from the edge of our 
seats. The graphic alone, along 
with Soule’s writing, made the 
bridge between “Solo: A Star 
Wars Story” and the original 
“Star Wars Trilogy,” or “Skywalk-
er Saga,” finally line up in a 
chronological reality. 
 As Qi’ra mentioned, all the 
major organizations in the galaxy 
that Han was ever involved in or 
had their eyes set on the frozen 
carbonite sculpture. The Rebel 
Alliance, Galactic Empire, Jabba, 
and his fellow Hutts, bounty 
hunters, and Crimson Dawn all 
have a claim to Han Solo, 
whether for love or hate or debt.  
 It is no secret that Qi’ra still in 
love with her childhood friend 
and former lover; however, 
maybe her motivations are echo-
ing advice that Beckett gave to a 
young Han Solo: “You wanna 
know how I’ve survived as long 
as I have? I trust no one. Assume 
everyone will betray you, and 
you will never be disappointed.” 
 I have seen several articles 
that said that the “War of the 
Bounty Hunters” is a sequel to 
“Solo: A Star Wars Story.” I have 
to agree with those articles be-
cause, as I have mentioned be-
fore, Charles Soule’s addition of 
Qi’ra bridges “Solo” and the 
“Skywalker Saga.” And with Qi’ra 
added into the picture, expect 
big things to happen and proba-
bly good and bad memories to 
be revisited.  
 “Star Wars: The War of the 
Bounty Hunters no.1” is available 
at your local comic book shop or 
wherever comic books are sold.  
 Synopsis: A war for the 
greatest prize of all: Han Solo! 
The hunt begins! Nobody. 
Steals. From Boba Fett! The 
notorious bounty hunter will 
not stop until he gets what;s 
rightfully his. For the thief, no 
corner of the galaxy is safe. 
Good thing for them that the 
Rebel Alliance, The Empire and 
every bounty hunter in the 
galaxy is standing in Boba’s 
way. With a last-page reveal that 
will blow this Death Star-sized 
story wide open, Issue#1 is just 
the beginning. The biggest 
crossover in “Star Wars” history 
will continue raging through 
the pages of the War of the 
Bounty Hunters event minis-
eries and tie-in to “Star Wars” 
“Doctor Aphra,” “Darth Vader” 
and “Bounty Hunters” through 
October. Only one hunter will 
be left standing, and the Star 
Wars galaxy will never be the 
same!  
  
• Writer: Charles Soule 

Artist: Luke Ross 
• Colorist: Neeraj Menon 
• Letterer: VC’s Travis Lanham 
• Publisher: Marvel 

Property of Lucasfilm and Marvel 

Aphra 
Continued from page 7 

the industrialist that although 
the engine exploded, De’Rryrt 
Industries being finished should 
be a big win. However, Tagge is 
not satisfied since she wanted 
the engine for herself and she 
makes her disappointment felt 
when she traps Starros in a con-
tainment field. While Starros 
suffocates, Aphra relents by 
giving Tagge the crystal core of 
the path engine she stole. The 
industrialist frees Starros and 
tells the duo of their next mis-
sion to go after Ebann Drake,  her 
cousin, who is an arms smuggler 
who went missing after mention-
ing an opportunity he was invit-
ed to take part in. After Aphra 
and Starros leave, Domina Tagge 
receives news that there is a 
mole inside her company and is 
concerned that if more leaks get 
out, it could ruin her company.  
 As Aphra and Starros go off to 
their next mission to find Ebann 
Drake, unbeknownst to them, the 
bounty hunter Durge is not far 
behind.  
 As I read “Doctor Aphra,” I 
noticed that in   several comic 
issues, Alyssa Wong had created 
a bridge between “Doctor Aphra” 
and “Star Wars: The High Repub-
lic.” The Nihil made their debut 
in the novel “Star Wars: The High 
Republic – Light of the Jedi.” And 
the Nihil were the most ruthless 
villains since Yuuzhan Vong from 
the “Star Wars Legends” continu-
ity. They would raid ships and 
kill anyone onboard. As men-
tioned before, they went toe to 
toe with the Jedi. By putting in a 
High Republic artifact in this 
issue, Wong reminds us how 
important the High Republic era 
was to the new “Star Wars” lore. 
Wong also brought back an old 
“Star Wars Legends” character 
Durge.  
 I must confess that although 
Duege is my least favorite char-
acter, it was great to see another 
Legend character become canon. 
My reason for my dislike for 
Durge is because he’s immortal. 
Durge was a bounty hunter that 
lived for a millennia due to ex-
periments done on him which 
made him immortal. If you 
watched the 2003 “Star Wars: 
Clone Wars” series directed and 
p ro d u c e d b y G e n n d y Ta r-
takovsky, the bounty hunter took 
many lightsaber strikes by Obi-

Wan Kenobi and still did not go 
down. As I write this, I wonder if 
we will learn more about Durge 
and his Canon origins. Perhaps 
he probably lived during the 
High Republic era.  
 After reading the 10 issues of 
the post “Empire Strikes Back”  
“Doctor Aphra,” Wong has made 
me grow to like the character. 
Because of this, I am planning on 
reading the previous 40 issues of 
the post “A New Hope” “Doctor 
Aphra. Aphra is a very likeable 
character due to her moral fluidi-
ty and her unpredictable nature. 
You really cannot tell what is 
going on in that brilliant and 
crazy mind of hers. She shares 
those traits with DC Comics’ 
Harley Quinn. Both are very in-
telligent and see things in shades 
of grey rather than black and 
white. Both also had adverse 
childhoods that shaped them. 
And both are very resourceful 
even if they are cornered albet it 
while being eccentric. 
 There were a few things about 
the comic that were a little off 
was the side story involving the 
smuggler and mercenary Just 
Lucky and his partner Ariole. In 
the first couple issues, it made 
sense to have Just Lucky since 
he was working for (and against) 
Doctor Aphra however, in issue 
no. 10, his story involves doing 
business with the Sixth Kin, a 
criminal organization operated 
by Wen Delphis, a crime lord in 
the city of Canto Bight, on the 
planet Cantonica (seen in “Star 
Wars Episode VIII: The Last 
Jedi”). Lucky has to work for the 
organization to help absolve his 
brother’s debt after his employ-
ment with Ronen Tagge, Domi-
na’s nephew was terminated due 
to the latter’s accident caused by 
Aphra. It seems that Lucky’s 
story comes full circle with 
Aphra’s which may be the case 
since the smuggler and his part-
ner are being assigned to an 
“exclusive event” to find a former 
Sixth Kin lieutenant. Another 
thing that was off was that I kept 
asking myself how this issue ties 
i n t o “ Wa r o f t h e B o u n t y 
Hunters.” Besides Durge, I was 
hoping that Aphra or Starros got 
news of the bounty on Boba Fett 
for losing the carbonite frozen 
Han Solo. I would think that at 
the very least, Starros would 
want to go after Fett to get her 
“ex-husband” back with Aphra 
tagging along (because Aphra 

needs money). Maybe we might 
see that in the next couple issues 
but there was not even a small 
reference to the bounty on Fett 
which was broadcast throughout 
the galaxy.  
 The art done in “Doctor 
Aphra” is as witty and eccentric 
as the titular character. I love 
Aphra’s comic facial expressions 
done by Ray-Anthony Height 
especially when Starros tries to 
convince her to do the right 
thing. Other favorite scenes that 
involve those facial expressions  
are when Aphra boasts about her 
skills as a slicer and archaeolo-
gist to Vukorah who is clearly 
not amused and when she 
presents her case of blowing up 
the engine to Domina. I also en-
joyed the scene where Aphra 
narrowly escapes the yellow 
containment field set by Tagge 
while Starros becomes trapped. 
We can see Aphra leaping out of 
the way while the trapped Star-
ros has a surprised look on her 
face.  
 If Doctor Aphra and Sana Star-
ros encounter Durge, what will 
happen? Will Aphra annoy him 
(which I would love to see her 
do) while studying him like an 
old relic from past generations. 
Will Durge unleash hell like he 
did against the Clones in the Pre-
Disey “Star Wars: Clone Wars?” 
And how will they all get mixed 
into the “War of the Bounty 
Hunters?”  
 “Star Wars: Doctor Aphra no. 
10” is available at your local 
comic book shop or wherever 
comic books are sold. 

————— 

Synopsis: Prelude to “War of the 
Bounty Hunters”: “The Invita-
tion.” Doctor Aphra and Sana 
Starros find themselves cor-
nered by Vukorah and the Un-
broken Clan! Can they pull off a 
daring escape–even if that 
means surrendering the Nihil 
hyperdrive?And what sets them 
on a collision course with one 
of the most deadly BOUNTY 
HUNTERS in the galaxy? 

• Writer: Alyssa Wong 
• Penciler: Ray-Anthony Height 
• Inker: Victor Olazaba  
• Colorist: Rachelle Rosenberg  
• Letterer: VC’s Joe Caramanga  
• Publisher: Marvel 
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A s NASA continues plans 
for multiple commercial 
deliveries to the Moon’s 

surface per year, the agency has 
selected three new scientific 
investigation payload suites to 
advance understanding of Earth’s 
nearest neighbor. 
 Two of the payload suites will 
land on the far side of the Moon, 
a first for NASA. All three investi-
gations will receive rides to the 
lunar surface as part of  NASA’s 
Commercial Lunar Payload Ser-
vices, or CLPS, initiative, part of 
the agency’s Artemis approach. 
 T h e p a y l o a d s m a r k t h e 
agency’s first selections from its 
Payloads and Research Investiga-
tions on the Surface of the Moon 
(PRISM) call for proposals. 
 “These selections add to our 
robust pipeline of science pay-
loads and investigations to be 
delivered to the Moon through 
CLPS,” said Joel Kearns, deputy 
associate administrator for ex-
ploration in NASA’s Science Mis-
sion Directorate. “With each new 
PRISM selection, we will build on 
our capabilities to enable bigger 
and better science and prove 
technology which will help pave 
the way for returning astronauts 
to the Moon through Artemis.” 
 Lunar Vertex, one of the three 
selections, is a joint lander and 
rover payload suite slated for 
delivery to Reiner Gamma – one 
of the most distinctive and enig-
matic natural features on the 
Moon, known as a lunar swirl. 
Scientists don’t fully understand 
what lunar swirls are or how they 
form, but they know they are 
closely related to anomalies as-
sociated with the Moon’s magnet-
ic field. 
 The Lunar Vertex rover will 
make detailed surface measure-
ments of the Moon’s magnetic 
field using an onboard magne-
tometer. Lunar surface magnetic 
field data the rover collects will 
enhance data the spacecraft col-
lects in orbit around the Moon 
and help scientists better under-
stand how these mysterious lu-
nar swirls form and evolve, as 
well as provide further insight 
into the Moon’s interior and core. 
Dr. David Blewett of the Johns 
Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory leads this 
payload suite. 
 NASA also has selected two 
separate payload suites for deliv-

ery in tandem to Schrödinger 
basin, which is a large impact 
crater on the far side of the Moon 
near the lunar South Pole. The 
Farside Seismic Suite (FSS), one 
of the two payloads to be deliv-
ered to Schrödinger basin, will 
carry two seismometers: the 
vertical Very Broadband seis-
mometer and the Short Period 
sensor. NASA measured seismic 
activity on the near side of the 
Moon as part of the Apollo pro-
gram, but FSS will return the 
agency’s first seismic data from 
the far side of the Moon — a 
potential future destination for 
Artemis astronauts. 
 This new data could help sci-
entists better understand tecton-
ic activity on the far side of the 
Moon, reveal how often the lunar 
far side is impacted by small 
meteorites, and provide new 
constraints on the internal struc-
ture of the Moon. FSS will contin-
ue taking data for several months 
on the lunar surface beyond the 
lifetime of the lander. To survive 
the two-week long lunar nights, 
the FSS package will be self-suffi-
cient with independent power, 
communications, and thermal 
control.   Dr. Mark Panning of 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in California leads this payload 
suite. 
 The Lunar Interior Tempera-
ture and Materials Suite (LITMS), 
the other payload headed to 
Schrödinger basin, is a suite of 
two instruments: the Lunar In-
strumentation for Thermal Ex-
ploration with Rapidity pneumat-
ic drill and the Lunar Magnetotel-
luric Sounder. This payload suite 
will investigate the heat flow and 
electrical conductivity of the 
lunar interior in Schrödinger 
basin, giving an in-depth look at 
the Moon’s internal mechanical 
and heat flow. LITMS data also 
will complement seismic data 
acquired by the FSS to provide a 
more complete picture of the 
near- and deep-subsurface of the 
far side of the Moon. Dr. Robert 
Grimm of the Southwest Re-
search Institute leads this pay-
load suite. 
 While these selections are 
final, negotiations are continuing 
for each award amount. 
 “These investigations demon-
strate the power of CLPS to de-
liver big science in small pack-
ages, providing access to the 

lunar surface to address high 
priority science goals for the 
Moon,” said Lori Glaze, director 
of NASA’s Planetary Science Divi-
sion. “When scientists analyze 
these new data alongside lunar 
samples returned from Apollo 
and data from our many orbital 
missions, they will advance our 
knowledge of the lunar surface 
and interior, and increase our 
understanding of crucial phe-
nomenon such as space weather-
ing to inform future crewed mis-
sions to the Moon and beyond.” 
 With these selections in place, 
NASA will work with the CLPS 
office at the agency’s Johnson 
Space Center in Houston to issue 
task orders to deliver these pay-
load suites to the Moon in the 
2024 timeframe. 
 For these payload suites, the 
agency also has selected two 
project scientists to coordinate 
science activities including se-
lecting landing sites, developing 
concepts of operations, and ar-
chiving science data acquired 
during surface operations. Dr. 
Heidi Haviland of NASA’s Mar-
shall Space Flight Center in 
Huntsville, Alabama, will coordi-
nate the suite slated for delivery 
to Reiner Gamma, and Dr. Brent 
Garry of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Mary-
land, will coordinate payload 
deliveries to Schrödinger basin. 
 CLPS is a key part of NASA’s 
Artemis lunar exploration efforts. 
The science and technology pay-
loads sent to the Moon’s surface 
as part of CLPS, will help lay the 
foundation for human missions 
and a sustainable human pres-
ence on the lunar surface. The 
agency has made six task order 
awards to CLPS providers for 
lunar deliveries between late 
2021-2023, with more delivery 
awards expected at least through 
2028. 
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Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration approved Aduhelm (adu-
c a n u m a b ) f o r t h e t re a t m e n t o f 

Alzheimer’s, a debilitating disease affecting 
6.2 million Americans. 
 Aduhelm was approved using the  accel-
erated approval pathway, which can be 
used for a drug for a serious or life-threat-
ening illness that provides a meaningful 
therapeutic advantage over existing treat-
ments. Accelerated approval can be based 
on the drug’s effect on a surrogate endpoint 
that is reasonably likely to predict a clinical 
benefit to patients, with a required post-
approval trial to verify that the drug pro-
vides the expected clinical benefit.  
 “Alzheimer’s disease is a devastating 
illness that can have a profound impact on 
the lives of people diagnosed with the dis-
ease as well as their loved ones,” said Pa-
trizia Cavazzoni, M.D., director of the FDA’s 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research. 
“Currently available therapies only treat 
symptoms of the disease; this treatment 
option is the first therapy to target and 
affect the underlying disease process of 
Alzheimer’s. As we have learned from the 
fight against cancer, the accelerated ap-
proval pathway can bring therapies to pa-
tients faster while spurring more research 
and innovation.” 
 Alzheimer’s is an irreversible, progres-
sive brain disorder that slowly destroys 
memory and thinking skills, and eventually, 
the ability to carry out simple tasks. While 
the specific causes of Alzheimer’s disease 
are not fully known, it is characterized by 
changes in the brain—including amyloid 
plaques and neurofibrillary, or tau, tan-
gles—that result in loss of neurons and 
their connections. These changes affect a 
person’s ability to remember and think. 
 Aduhelm represents a first-of-its-kind 
treatment approved for Alzheimer’s disease. 
It is the first new treatment approved for 
Alzheimer’s since 2003 and is the first ther-
apy that targets the fundamental patho-
physiology of the disease. 
 Researchers evaluated Aduhelm’s effica-
cy in three separate studies representing a 
total of 3,482 patients. The studies consist-
ed of double-blind, randomized, placebo-
controlled dose-ranging studies in patients 
with Alzheimer’s disease. Patients receiving 
the treatment had significant dose-and time-
dependent reduct ion of amyloid beta 
plaque, while patients in the control arm of 
the studies had no reduction of amyloid 
beta plaque. 
 Aduhelm was granted Fast Track designa-
tion, which seeks to expedite the develop-
ment and review of drugs that are intended 
to treat serious conditions where initial 
evidence showed the potential to address 
an unmet medical need.  

 Despite the many challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, public 
water utilities in Minnesota continued 
to provide safe drinking water to mil-
lions of Minnesotans over the past 
year, according to new data from the 
Minnesota Department of Health 
(MDH). 
 The statistical results of the steady 
work and consistent monitoring by 
thousands of public water supplies are 
contained in the 2020 annual drinking 
water compliance report released by 
MDH this week. But the real story is 
the work that has gone on behind the 
scenes to deliver safe drinking water 
to large and small communities across 
Minnesota. 
 The public water systems in Min-
nesota adjusted their operations and 
found ways to provide critical ser-
vices while keeping health and safety 
as the highest priority.   
 Most systems were ready to deal 
with the pandemic as a result of con-
tingency plans already in place. Cross-
training of employees was one way in 
which utilities prepared, making sure 
distribution crews and those at the 
treatment plant were sufficiently 
versed on one another’s job to be able 
to step in in case employees became 
sick. Many followed a plan based on 
the “40 percent Drill,” which MDH 
promoted more than 10 years ago dur-
ing the H1N1 influenza outbreak. The 
drill consists of randomly selecting 40 
percent of utility staff to be listed as 
“out sick” and conducting a drill on 
how to maintain operations with the 
remaining 60 percent of employees.  
Although no utilities sustained such a 
reduction because of illnesses among 
their staff, public water systems were 
prepared for such a scenario. 
 Early in the pandemic, Kyle Hin-
richs, superintendent for the water 
utility in Mankato, used his experience 
with the 40 percent Drill to create a 
work plan and schedule that would 
allow them to continue with the daily 
duties of managing a utility while los-
ing as much as two-thirds of the work-
force. Fortunately, the utility escaped 
the virus and did not lose any em-
ployees to illness.  However, Hinrichs 
said, “I felt confident, especially with 
previous cross-training we had done, 
that we could have maintained 24-hour 
operations even if we had people out 
sick.” 
 In 2020, more than 99 percent of 
Minnesotans drinking water from a 
public water system received water 
that met all federal standards 
throughout the year. Details of 
the Minnesota Annual Compliance 
Report (PDF) for 2020, along with 
the Annual Report for 2019 (PDF) can 
be found on the Drinking Water Pro-
tection Annual Reports page on the 
MDH website. 

NASA selects new science 
investigations for future 

moon deliveries 
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Join the Planet! 

The Daily Planet is looking for 
talented collaborators and con-
tributors to work with. Artists, 
writers, videographers, pod-

casters and every other creator 
on the planet is welcome to join 

an already amazing team and 
community. 

Check out our contribution page 
for more info! 

dailyplanetdc.com/contribute/
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The cultural importance 
of ‘In the Heights’ 

 Where do you come from? 
When you think of home, what 
people, places and languages 
make your heart swell with 
pride? Whatever that answer 
may be, it deserves representa-
tion. Cultural representation is 
extremely important in literature, 
on the stage and on the screen. 
As of 2021, Hollywood is slowly 
but surely diversifying and 
touching on stories that have 
been in the shadows for quite 
some time.  
 One of the stories being 
brought to the big screen this 
week is Lin Manuel Miranda’s “In 
The Heights,” a 2008 musical 
that’s set in a predominantly 
Dominican neighborhood of 
Washington Heights, New York. 
The musical shows the owner of 
a bodega watching the lives of 
different people in his communi-
ty as they pass through his shop 
over the course of three days. 
 When the movie was an-
nounced, people rejoiced in see-
ing that Anthony Ramos, a the-
ater actor that has risen to star-
dom by the side of Miranda, was 
being cast in the lead role of 
Usnavi. With gentrification being 
a theme of the story itself, the 
concern of having people cast in 
the lead roles that were either 

considered “white washing,” or 
“ b r o w n w a s h i n g ” w a s 
prominent.  
 It was important to keep the 
cast diverse and authentic to the 
story being told, which is exactly 
what Tiffany Little Canfield and 
Bernard Tesley had in mind when 
casting the film. Even Miranda 
himself has a minor role in the 
film alongside Christopher Jack-
son, both of whom had lead roles 
in the original broadway produc-
tion.  
 The telling of this Tony-award 
winning musical on the big 
screen is a big deal in 2021 for 
many reasons. As gentrification 
continues to surge throughout 
black and immigrant communi-
ties such as it did in Washington 
Heights, it’s important to see an 
accurate portrayal of how gentri-
fication not only displaces many, 
but leaves those who choose to 
stay with limited resources in 
affordable living and job oppor-
tunities.  
 This made it increasingly im-
portant to keep the authenticity 
of the Latin atmosphere while 
designing the set for “In The 
Heights,” which is exactly what 
production designer Nelson 
Coates tried to do.“You’re trying 
to deep dive into a specific cul-

ture, food, furniture, art—the 
things that are held so dear [lo-
cally] that they’re just as impor-
tant to the storytelling process,” 
said Coates as he discussed cre-
ating visuals for the film.  
 Coates walked the streets to 
find good filming locations. 
Replicating the divide between 
the East and West side of the 
Heights took extensive attention 
to detail to avoid stereotyping. 
Most of the set, if not utilizing 
the original buildings that were 
referenced in the musical, was 
designed to give the most gen-
uine feeling possible. “It’s about 
getting the details correct — 
color, the flavors, and making it 
feel authentic to whatever con-
stituency you’re working with,” 
said Coates. 
 Another thing director Jon M. 
Chu and Coates wanted to per-
fect with “In The Heights” was 
the cultural accuracy. To this 
day, the Latin community strug-
gles with on screen representa-
tion. In an interview to NBC that 
Miranda said “When you feel like 
an outsider, you go, ‘Let me show 
you where I’m from.’” How can 
that be easily done with so little 
positive representation of the 
Latin community?  

See Heights on page 12

By Selena M. Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

‘DC League of Super-
Pets’ casts Dwayne 

Johnson, Kevin Hart 
and more 

‘Queen of the South’ finale: 
‘She who creates herself’ 

————— 
Page 13

W arner Bros.’ newest DC ani-
mated film, ‘DC League of 
Super-Pets,’ recruits Kevin 

Hart, Keanu Reeves and more in its 
newest teaser. 

The movie’s teaser reveals a star-
studded cast of actors, such as Kate 
McKinnon, John Krasinski, Reeves, 
Hart and Dwayne Johnson. Johnson is 
playing Krypto the Superdog: Super-
man’s best friend and loyal pet. 

Hart is voicing “Ace the Bathound,” 
Batman’s canine crime-fighting part-
ner. His first appearance was in “Bat-
man #92 (June 1955).” He teamed up 
with Batman after his master was at-
tacked by counterfeits. 

On his Instagram, Johnson first un-
veiled the trailer with the caption, 
“Ladies, gents and children of ALL 
AGES it’s my absolute pleasure to IN-
TRODUCE our star-studded 
@DCLeagueOfSuperPets cast playing 
our league of two and four-legged he-
roes and villains! Our @sevenbuck-
sprods has again partnered with @dc-
comics and writer/director Jared Stern 
to bring you and your families SUPER-
HERO & SUPER VILLAIN FUN around 
the world. @kevinhart4real @vaness-
abayer @johnkrasinski @diegoluna_ 
@natashalyonne and Keanu Reeves! 
The hierarchy of power in the DC 
UNIVERSE is about to change #SUPER-
PETS #DC #SevenBucks MAY 20th 
2022.” 

  
Krypto the Superdog originated from 
Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster’s Super-
man runs. On the other hand, Ace the 
Bathound debuted in Bill Finger and 
Sheldon Moldoff’s Batman series. 

The film’s existence was first an-
nounced in July 2018 with Jared Stern 
to write and direct the movie. He’s 
worked on both “The Lego Batman 
Movie” and “The Lego Ninjago Movie.”  
His past work includes “Bolt,” “Wreck-
It Ralph,” and “The Princess and the 
Frog.”  Sam Levine is co-directing. 

Patrick Hicks, Johnson’s Seven Bucks, 
Stern, Danny Garcia and Hiram Garcia 
are producing the film. John Requa, 
Glenn Ficarra and Nicholas Stoller are 
executive producing. 

Starring Johnson, Hart, Reeves, Mck-
innon, Krasinski, Vanessa Bayer, 
Natasha Lyonne and Diego Luna, “DC 
League of Super-Pets” will reportedly 
arrive in theaters on May 20, 2022. 

By George Headley 
Daily Planet Reporter

‘Loki’ entertains with a fun, intelligent 
and mischievous episode 

The first episode of Mar-
vel ’s newest Disney+ 
show, “Loki,” has pre-

miered and it’s a great start to 
what promises to be a fun yet 
chaotic show. Aptly titled, “Glo-
rious Purpose,” the first episode 
of “Loki” immediately takes a 
deep dive into the character and 
the TVA. 
 Out of every Marvel Disney+ 
show, “Loki” feels the most like 
an MCU movie, rather than MCU-
adjacent. This is due to the fan-
tastic score, detailed production 
and set design, the amazing cin-
ematography, and the movie-
level VFX showcased in the very 
first episode. The TVA is beauti-
ful, but it’s clear that something 
is hiding underneath the surface. 
“Loki” promptly sets up a great 
mystery that is fun for both the 
casual viewer and the avid fan. 

The mystery pairs well with the 
procedural elements showcased 
through characters like Mobius 
and Gugu Mbatha-Raw’s Ravon-
na. 
 Owen Wilson is excellently 
cast as Mobius, who serves as a 
friendly(?), intellectual adversary 
for Tom Hiddleston’s Loki. And 
as always, Tom Hiddleston 
proves his perfection as Loki in 
comedic, dramatic, and mischie-
vous moments. Mobius and 
Loki’s debates and discourse 
presents the clever script and 
dialogue. And it’s so much fun to 
watch Loki finally meet his 
match. The script is what makes 
“Loki” especially rewatchable, 
surprisingly so. 
 Like “WandaVision” and “The 
Falcon and The Winter Soldier,” 
“Loki” takes a chance not only to 
flesh out these characters, but to 

give them emotional catharsis 
from their past experiences in 
the MCU. Tom Hiddleston as Loki 
will break your heart in the very 
first episode. 
 Is the first episode slow 
paced? No. In the context of what 
will become a “six-hour movie,” 
having the first episode delve 
into Loki as a character and the 
TVA is a smart choice, rather 
than going straight into the ac-
tion. And the Mobius vs. Loki 
debates are never unenthusing.  
 Do not wait to binge “Loki”. 
“Loki” leaves plenty on the table 
to theorize about, and it’ll be fun 
to watch the mystery slowly 
unravel episode by episode. 
 Check out Destiny’s early the-
ories for “Loki” in the video at 
dailyplanetdc.com. 

By Destiny Ricks 
Daily Planet Columnist
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Ewan McGregor and 
Pedro Pascal share 
Star-Wars secrets 

I n Variety’s recent “Actors on Actors” 
episode, Pedro Pascal (The Mandalorian) 
and Ewan McGregor (Obi-Wan Kenobi) 

share their past experiences on the Star 
Wars’ set. 

Rather than having a traditional interview-
er, “Actors on Actors” features two per-
formers discussing their Hollywood experi-
ences. The Emmy-Award-winning series has 
aired for a total of 14 seasons, with their 
current 14th season taking on actors from 
potential Emmy-contending series. 

Variety’s 14th season of “Actors on Actors” 
will include the likes of Elizabeth Olsen, 
Kaley Cuco, Chris Rock, Nicole Kidman and 
two actors who have been given the spot-
light on numerous occasions for their work 
on “The Mandalorian” and “Halston:” Ewan 
McGregor and Pedro Pascal. 

McGregor and Pascal’s discussion brought 
about many interesting topics, such as how 
McGregor was disturbed by the Yoda pup-
pet in “Star Wars Episode 1: The Phantom 
Menace.” 

“The first film I did, I was lucky to do my 
scenes with the Yoda puppet,” McGregor 
said. “And it was extraordinary, because I 
acted with him. I couldn’t believe I was act-
ing with Yoda. There’s so many people op-
erating him, and the stage is lifted up so 
they’re underneath the floor and we were 
literally walking next to each other — and 
he’s alive. Then every time George called 
cut, Yoda would die, because everyone just 
stops. It was sort of disturbing every time 
the end of the scene would come along.” 

Of course, McGregor did have a soft side for 
the puppet. When acting out his portrayal 
of Obi-Wan Kenobi in “Episode 2: Attack of 
the Clones,” he exclaimed that it didn’t 
have the same feeling as the past films.  

“Then they replaced him for our second film 
and our third film with the digital version of 
him, and it’s not nearly as endearing. Also, 
we know Yoda as a puppet,” McGregor ex-
claimed. “We know him from the original 
movies as a puppet. So when it was sudden-
ly computer generated, it didn’t feel like 
Yoda to me anymore. It was interesting that 
it went back to an actual puppet with your 
series.” 

Pascal followed up on McGregor’s experi-
ence, as he worked with a Baby Yoda pup-
pet — formerly known as Grogu — until 

See Mando on page 12

By George Headley 
Daily Planet Reporter
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Weekend of May 21 – 23, 2021 

“Spiral: From the Book of Saw” 
• Weeks out: 2 
• Weekend: $4.6M 
• Gross: $15.9M 

“Wrath of Man” 
• Weeks out: 3 
• Weekend: $3M 
• Gross: $18.9M 

“Those Who Wish Me Dead” 
• Weeks out: 2 
• Weekend: $1.9M 
• Gross: $5.6M 

“Godzilla vs. Kong” 
• Weeks out: 8 
• Weekend: $1.4M 
• Gross: $96.6M 

“Raya and the Last Dragon” 
• Weeks out: 12 
• Weekend: $1.7M 
• Gross: $48.3M 
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Mando 
Continued from page 11 

“The Mandalorian’s” second 
season. 
 “It worked on so many levels, 
and the way that we had to end 
the second season with this sort 
of tearful goodbye. To not have 
had the puppet for that, and also 
the knowledge of its reception 
from the world and how every-

one felt about its creation, its 
relationship to the history of 
“Star Wars” — it was one of the 
more strange acting experiences 
that I’ve ever had,” Pascal said. 
“There were so many different 
things factoring into it that it 
wasn’t necessarily understand-
ing the story so well in terms of 
what we were telling within “The 
Mandalorian,” but the context of 
all of it. If that makes any sense.” 

 McGregor later talks about his 
work in the upcoming Disney+ 
show “Kenobi.”   
 “There’s no secret to when 
this series is being set, but I had 
to walk past two Stormtroopers. I 
realized I’ve never acted with a 
Stormtrooper because mine were 
clones, you know? It was the 
clone army. So I’d never seen a 
Stormtrooper. So I was walking 
past them in this scene. I turned 

around — and I was 6 years old 
again” 
 “Doesn’t it do something to 
you?” Pascal remarked. 
 “Insane. I was feeling like I was 
six again or something, because 
I’m so close to one and I got a 
fright, you know? So crazy,” Mc-
Gregor replied. “Then I asked 
s o m e o n e , ‘ W e r e t h e r e 
Stormtroopers in my films? Be-
cause I don’t think I’ve seen a 

Stormtrooper for real before.’ 
They were like ‘No, they weren’t 
S tormtroopers ; they were 
clones.’ And Jawas, I had another 
scene with a little Jawa.” 
 It’s no secret that “Kenobi” 
will take place after the events of 
“Star Wars Episode 3: Revenge of 
the Sith,” but the fact that Obi-
Wan will be dealing with the 
mischievous Jawas on Tatooine 
is joyous to hear. 

 Starring McGregor, Hayden 
Christensen, Joel Edgerton, 
Moses Ingram, Bonnie Piesse, 
Kumail Nanjiani, Indira Varma, 
Rupert Friend, O’Shea Jackson 
Jr., Sung Kang, Simone Kessell, 
Benny Safdie and Maya Erskine, 
“Kenobi” will tell the journey of 
Jedi Master Obi-Wan Kenobi after 
the infamous Jedi Purge. The 
series does not have a premiere 
date.   

Heights 
Continued from page 11 

 In a study done by the Univer-
sity of Southern California An-
nenberg Inclusion Initiative that 
analyzed 1,200 films from 2007 to 
2018, it was shown that not only 
are Latinos severely underrepre-
sented in media, but vastly 
stereotyped as well. 
 Although the Latin community 
makes up about 25 percent of the 
frequent moviegoers for the 
annual box office results, for the 

past 12 years actors of Latin 
descent have only claimed about 
4.5 percent of more than 47,000 
speaking roles — only three 
percent of those were leads or 
co-leads. 
 If you were to look behind the 
camera, you would see the same 
study found that of the movies 
analyzed, only four percent of 
directors were Latino, with Lati-
no producers coming in at three 
percent. As if the low numbers 
don’t show enough of a problem, 
let’s look at the fact that across 

200 films from 2017 to 2018 
alone, 24 percent of all Latino 
characters were depicted as 
criminals, specifically gang 
members and drug dealers. 
 Along with that, 13 percent 
were shown as currently poor or 
coming from a background of 
poverty. Jobs given to Latinos on 
screen consist largely of low 
income positions or positions of 
labor or personal service versus 
portraying them as educated 
individuals.   This goes to show 
that without more authentic 

Lat in voices spearheading 
projects, the view of the Latin 
community can tend to be por-
trayed as inauthentic and in a 
potentially offensive way. 
 In 2019, NALIP director Ben 
Lopez said “Without executives 
pushing for more Latinos in the 
pipeline and green lighting more 
of our projects, we won’t ad-
vance.” Lopez also went on to 
state, “We’re missing the Latino 
attorney or astronaut as the 
hero.” Not only does “In The 
Heights” deliver that Latino hero 

we’ve been missing, but it makes 
that hero a normal, every day 
person who runs a mom-and-pop 
convenience store and lives pay-
check to paycheck.  
 At last, Miranda and Chu are 
delivering an upbeat, positive 
view of a Latin community to the 
world that’s easily accessible. 
Although this message was one 
Miranda started spreading in 
2008 when the musical came out, 
it remained highly inaccessible 
to the audience it was intended 
to speak to.  

 Now, instead of having to pay 
for a broadway ticket, people will 
be able to go to their local the-
ater and see a more genuine 
version of the show: one where 
the story is not limited to the 
surface area of a stage, but the 
limitless possibilities of the big 
screen.  
 Catch “In The Heights” at your 
local theater or stream it on HBO 
Max starting June 10, 2021. Di-
viértete viendo!  

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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 All hail the queen. Teresa 
Mendoza’s reign was long, but 
her legacy is everlasting. 
The “Queen of the South” aired 
its series finale “El Final” 
Wednesday, June 9, on USA Net-
work, and while some characters 
went out with a bang, others 
walked out peacefully with their 
happy endings. 
 The episode’s final scenes tied 
this often-brutal show together 
with a glorious bow. The pilot’s 
very first scene blended seam-
lessly with the finale’s ending 
frame, staying true to what this 
show has always centered 
around –– its characters and 
fans. 
 Common tropes like shock 
value and main characters con-
veniently dying in an explosion 
(which I was initially scared was 
going to happen when I first 
started this show years ago) 
stayed out of the picture.  
 It’s clear the writers always 
had a plan for what this story 
was going to be. Every single 
character motivation and plot 
point led to this finale.  
 I found myself crying when 
that final scene faded to black. I 
couldn’t form the right words, 
but I still called my friend to 
share the brilliant news. One of 
my favorite shows ended, and 
for the first time since watching 
“The Vampire Diaries” finale in 
2017, my tears were happy ones. 
 It was brutal. It was complex. 
It was hopeful. It was perfect 
(and every other positive adjec-
tive).  I couldn’t have been hap-
pier with it. “El Final” blew my 
hopes wide open in the water 
and expanded upon them in-
stead of letting them drown. 
 It was a tribute to the charac-
ters and fans while still keeping 
the mystery alive one last time. 
Here is my star rating for 5x10: 

5 out of 5 stars 

Spoiler alert warning: 
————— 

Recap 

 “El Final” opened with Tere-
sa’s death. 
 Pote, Kelly Anne, Chicho and 
Oksana’s daughter mourned this 
ending while Boaz cheered to his 
new beginning, taking Teresa’s 
throne that Devon Finch handed 
him on a silver platter. 
 Teresa’s “death” opened the 
floodgates as the CIA went after 
the rest of her crew to kill loose 
ends. Pote went to Sinaloa with 
Chicho to spread the ashes while 
James secretly followed them, 
taking photos of the event and 
sending them to Devon proving 
Teresa’s reign was over. 
 This kickstarted the finale. 
James was walking back to his 
vehicle after her celebration of 
life when a man started shooting 
at him, nicking him in the shoul-
der, before James took him out. 
Photos of all of them were on the 
man’s phone and that’s when 
James knew Devon wasn’t letting 
the rest of them get off that easi-
ly. He warned Pote and Kelly 
Anne to go into hiding as soon as 
possible and that was the last we 
saw of James until the final 10 
minutes. 
 Kelly Anne escapes to a motel 
before Devon’s men show up to 
kill her. The audience gets left on 
a cliff hanger wondering what 
happened to her before the show 
cuts to Pote and Chicho in Mexi-
co. 
 A flat tire forces the duo to 
stop at a gas station where po-
lice officers offer to help. How-
ever, the police officers soon get 
a call from Boaz and Devon (who 
are now in control of Mexico’s 
borders) and Pote gets sent to 
prison for four years. 
 After the time jump, we see 
that Marcel Dumas has joined 
the business in New Orleans 
again after partnering with Boaz 
who has taken over Teresa’s 
business (and even living in her 
old house *cringes*). Dumas has 

always been an ally to our crew, 
however, and reaches out to Pote 
about the current situation. Pote 
takes out Boaz in a knife fight, 
and Teresa gives one last gift to 
our pals in New Orleans. Chicho 
gets the tequila distillery and 
Dumas gets the New York water-
front property while Pote choos-
es to disappear. 
 This left 15 minutes for the 
story’s conclusion as Pote was 
found walking along a beach to a 
little girl building a sandcastle. 
He gives her a wooden soldier 
when the girl’s mom walks 
around the corner –– who is 
none other than Kelly Anne. 
They hug and cry as they reunite 
for the first time in four years 
and Pote meets his daughter. The 
family strolls up the boardwalk 
to a beach house where James 
walks outside, welcoming Pote to 
their home, followed by Teresa. 
 Teresa knew Devon was going 
to ask James to kill her, so they 
made an escape plan. They 
would fake her death, Pote 
would pretend to cry over her 
body making Oksana’s daughter 
the perfect witness, and they 
would burn a fake body after 
bribing the workers at the 
morgue. Teresa disguised herself 
and escaped on a sailboat while 
everyone else planted the seeds 
of her death before making their 
eventual escapes too. 
 In the end, Teresa and the 
audience get one final glimpse at 
the Queen before the Queen 
smiles and walks away, leaving 
Teresa safe and happy with her 
newfound family. The Queen 
might have killed the money 
changer from Culiacán, Mexico, 
in the season’s opening scene, 
but Teresa Mendoza fought back 
and reclaimed her life. 

 A well-deserved happy 
ending 

 “Queen of the South” really 
ended with the main group of 
characters reunited on a beach, 
walking off into their happy end-

ing. That really happened. I 
didn’t imagine it.  
 The queen of a drug empire, 
her hit man boyfriend, her 
sicario right hand man and her 
best friend who killed her hus-
band really got to escape and 
live peacefully. That was better 
than anything I was hoping for. I 
don’t know how to handle this 
immense respect that was given 
t o t h e c h a r a c t e r s ( f a n s 
included). 
 It was like the writers wrapped 
us in a blanket of love with its 
final scenes, comforting us after 
the difficult year we’ve all faced. 
Series finales are difficult for me 
to watch. I build so much up in 
my mind and pour my expecta-
tions onto it, and they often hit a 
wall and spill over as tears on 
my hallway floor.  
 “El Final” did the opposite for 
me though. Yes, tears sparked 
my eyes as my heart pounded 
with each moment of anticipa-
tion, but hope filled my lungs 
with the final breath I spent 
watching it.  
 Some people may feel the 
show doing the “fake my death 
to get out of the plot” trope 
could feel like a rushed cop out, 
but I couldn’t disagree more. 
Series finales shouldn’t be about 
shock value. It should be about 
what the characters and fans 
deserve, and we deserve happi-
ness. 
 We deserve to watch our 
beloved characters find an es-
cape from their dark lives, living 
in the light together. That’s the 
hopeful ending people need right 
now.  
 The beauty of that final scene 
feeling like an alternative uni-
verse is that it almost is an alter-
native universe. That’s the point. 
Teresa has spent the entirety of 
her life fighting for something 
better.  
 (Also, not me crying over 
Teresa telling James “You and 
me… it can’t happen. Maybe in 
another life, but not this one,” in 
the second episode this season, 
and now they get to live that 
life.) 

 Her parents were killed when 
she was a child. She was abused 
as a money changer in Culiacán. 
She had a financially stable life 
with Guero until he “died.” She 
worked her way up the ladder in 
Camila Vargas’ cartel. She left 
that cartel to start her own. She 
grew, creating an empire.  
 She did all these things, be-
cause she thought the only way 
to keep her loved ones safe was 
to be so far at the top that no 
one could touch her. However, 
she learned the top of that lad-
der could never be reached with 
Devon and the CIA in the game. 
The only way off that ladder was 
to jump to a new one. So that’s 
exactly what she did. 
 Teresa took control of the 
game, changing the rules until 
she snuck her way out of it, leav-
ing only whispers in her wake 
haunting the players who think 
they’ve won. 
 They deserve this happy 
ending in a place so separated 
from their past lives it doesn’t 
even have a name (seriously, 
where are they?!). Pote and Kelly 
Anne deserve a peaceful life with 
their daughter. James deserves 
to live his life for himself, learn-
ing how to surf during the mean-
time (now that’s a spin-off I 
would love to see). Teresa de-
serves to learn how to cook and 
take time for herself doing what 
she’s always wanted to do with-
out the threat of her life hanging 
in the balance. 
 So many shows have tried the 
“newfound family reunited living 
happily ever after on a beach” 
trope but this is one of the first 
times I’ve seen it executed well 
(sorry, “Lost” and “The 100” but 
you failed that one). 

Moyocoyotzin 

 One of the beautiful things 
about this ending is how well it 
connects with the entire “Queen 
of the South” story. 
There’s one word in particular 
that kept screaming in my mind 

throughout the finale –– moy-
ocoyotzin. 
 This translates into the fol-
lowing: 

“She who creates herself.” 

 This word has played a key 
role in Teresa’s journey. It was 
tattooed on her by El Santo’s 
people around season two, 
episode six “El Camino de la 
Muerte.”  
 El Santo poisoned her with a 
beetle in Bolivia that temporarily 
stopped her heart saying she 
needed to be reborn to take on 
her new role. That’s when her 
journey to becoming the Queen 
started, but audiences have seen 
that forearm tattoo since the 
Queen’s appearances in season 
one. 
 This isn’t anything new with 
the show though. Death marking 
a turning point for these charac-
ters has been a motif since the 
beginning. 
 Teresa has had many identi-
ties, all separated by her being 
reborn in some way: 
•  Her fight for survival started 

when her parents were killed 
by gang members during her 
Confirmation as a young girl. 

• Guero’s fake death sparked 
Teresa’s story in the pilot, 
turning her from a naive girl-
friend to a member of Camila’s 
drug cartel.  

• Her temporary death in season 
two by El Santo turned her into 
a valuable player in the game 
that initially aimed to destroy 
her. 

• The Queen version of her shot 
the money changer version of 
her at the beginning of this 
season, fully turning her into 
the Queen. 

 Fake deaths and slipping into 
exile has played a major role in 
the series with Death being one 
of the main characters alongside 
Teresa. 
 The show has been leaving 
hints left and right that this was 
the only way her story could 

conclude. The Queen told audi-
ences in the beginning that her 
options were either go to prison 
or die, and then we saw her get 
shot and seemingly die on our 
screens. She never did though. 
 In the end, Teresa had to leave 
the business the same way she 
entered it. She had to “die” and 
be reborn. In my review of the 
first episode of this season, I 
wondered which version of her 
would win out in the end. 
 It wasn’t necessarily the mon-
ey changer from Culiacán or the 
Queen who claimed the throne. It 
was Teresa Mendoza herself, the 
woman who was balanced be-
tween the two characters she’s 
claimed to be throughout her 
life. She’s no longer haunted by 
those two versions of her. She’s 
rocking the white clothes like the 
Queen but she’s also wearing her 
hair naturally curly like the 
woman from the streets of Mexi-
co.  
 Teresa’s life after her fake 
death is bright, full of solitude 
and loved ones. It reminisces 
what people may assume Heaven 
looks like, and in a way, that’s 
exactly what it is. This final 
death was Teresa’s release to live 
the peaceful life she’s always 
yearned to live. 

 “So what did you think? 
Not exactly what you ex-

pected, right? I wasn’t lying 
when I said I would be 

dead in 30 seconds. That 
Teresa did die, but she 

wasn’t murdered by an en-
emy or a rival. She was 
killed by me, a money 

changer from Culiacán who 
defied all odds to survive. 
They said prison or death 
were my only options, but 

what do they know? I chose 
life.”  

- Teresa’s last line 
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