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 According to a new article by 
The Hollywood Reporter (THR), 
insiders say Warner Bros. and DC 
are committed to hiring a Black 
director to tackle what will be the 
first cinematic incarnation of a 
Black Superman. 
 However, instead of pulling a 
Black Superman forth from the 
comics (Calvin Ellis, Val-Zod), 
they will be reportedly rebooting 
the Superman franchise with a 
Black Kal-El. 
 According to THR, the Super-
man film appears to be moving 
onto its own track and won’t be a 
part of the DC Extended Universe, 
for now. Warner is crafting a Kal-
El in the vein of the original Su-
perman comics and will have the 
protagonist hail from Krypton. 
After bringing in Ta-Nehisi Coates 
to write the latest feature on the 
Man of Steel, studio heads con-
tinue searching for its director 
and star. 
 The story is currently under 
construction and many details 
are likely to change. One option 
reportedly under continued con-
sideration is for the film to be a 
20th century period piece. 
 Warner Bros. stated that their 
main objective in DC movie mak-
ing going forward is diversity and 
representation. Critics have 
pointed out that this contradicts 
what the movie and TV mogul 
has shown through actions in the 
past. 
 Ray Fisher, Cyborg in “Justice 
League,” saw a majority of his 
scenes diminished and/or cut 
from the theatrical version of the 
film, along with every other per-
son of color. He’s been a strong 
advocate for holding companies 
accountable and coined the pop-
ular social media phrase “Ac-
countability [over] Entertain-
ment.”  
 “I usually have to tweet before 
WB will release this kind of per-
formative info,” Fisher said. "No-
tice how NO ONE from the studio 
wanted their name on the piece?
Hiring more Black people doesn’t 
negate or erase the terrible way 
you’ve treated your Black em-
ployees. Just apologize.” 
 Destiny Ricks, a frequent con-
tributor to the Daily Planet who 
produces videos reviewing pop 
culture topics ranging over a vast 
variety of companies, also had 
opinions on the matter. 
 “I'm so f***ing tired of black 
people being used to peddle this 
facade of diversity with studios. 
I'm sure other POC can relate,” 
Destiny tweeted. “Especially 
when that studio won't even AC-
KNOWLEDGE the racist behavior 
perpetuated under their watch. 
F**k WB.” 
 Another Daily Planet team 
member, Brooks , a lso had 
thoughts. 
 “The thing that is annoying 
with the whole Black Superman 
thing is this is just to deflect from 
Ray Fisher rather than anything 
genuine,” Brooks said. 
 Other fans stated the timing of 
such an announcement, after WB 
faces numerous racist accusa-
tions, is highly suspect. 
 “The timing of this, after Geoff 
Johns allegedly said Superman 
couldn't have a Black grandfather 
and Ray Fisher shared his experi-
ence on Whedon's Justice League, 
all seems a bit sus,” critic and 
writer Hanna Ines Flint said.  

 On Thursday April 22, 2021, 
AT&T reported its Q1 2021 earn-
ings report, fully unveiling the 
subscribership growth of the 
HBO Max streaming service, as 
well as other key metrics for 
stockholders. This AT&T Earn-
ings Conference Call led to a 
burst of articles trying to make 
narratives around these stream-
ing numbers and comparing the 
Snyder Cut to different Q1 releas-
es such as “Godzilla vs. Kong.” 
 For instance, Sarah Whitten of 
CNBC initially reported that the 
Snyder Cut did not draw enough 
subscriptions and later substan-
tially modified the article about 
these numbers with a more neu-
tral headline and positive tone in 
the article, but Scott Mendelson 
of Forbes and Graeme Guttmann 
of ScreenRant had already fol-
lowed the earlier narrative while 
sourcing CNBC. Meanwhile, Todd 
Spangler of Variety was more 
even-handed in reporting that 
HBO Max gained 2.7 million sub-
scribers in the first three months 
of 2021 thanks to “Godzilla vs. 
Kong” and “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League.” 
 All of these headlines tend to 
have causal statements about 
how some particular content, 
namely “Zack Snyder Justice 
League”, caused small/big num-
bers of subscribers into HBO 
Max. Since my background is 
teaching causal inference in eco-
nomics and finance for a living, 

especially concentrating in ana-
lyzing finance data, I felt com-
pelled to discuss some of these 
headlines and whether these are 
causal statements that we can 
make, in particular with the data 
we have publicly available. 
 There are two particular points 
we can discuss that emanate from 
these articles. First, was the 
number of new subscribers into 
HBO Max small or big during Q1 
2021? Second, can we link these 
numbers exclusively to some 
particular content? 
  

————— 
HBO Max numbers 

 HBO and HBO Max subscribers 
went up to 44.2 million in Q1 
2021. This implied a growth in 
subscriptions of 6.5% compared 
to Q4 2020, and an annual growth 
of 33.5 percent when compared 
to Q1 in 2020. One can do a finer 
breakdown of these numbers 
with more detail and also com-
pare it to the performance from 
other streaming platforms. In 
fact, Luiz Fernando on twitter 
analyzed this breakdown against 
competitors and also differentiat-
ed between subscribers who 
upgraded to HBO Max, HBO Max 
retail subscribers, HBO sub-
scribers in the US, HBO sub-
scribers overseas, and total do-
mestic and global combined HBO 
and HBO Max subscribers. 
——————-See HBO on page 4 

Tracking the Snyder Cut on HBO 
Max – A breakdown of the muddy 
data around streaming analytics
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CW’s ‘Superman 
and Lois’  

returns May 18

Fans continue to 
rally for the 

restoration of the 
Snyderverse 

By Clark Joe W. 
Daily Planet Reporter 

AMID RACIAL CONTROVERSY
DC fandom  

reacts to Black 
Superman amid 
racial controversy 

 DC Comics has recently an-
nounced that its virtual con is 
coming back for its second year 
to celebrate, inform and discuss 
all things DC with the fans. The 
virtual con arose last year to help 
fill the hole left by a canceled San 
Diego Comic-Con due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and is back 
again for its sophomore year Oct. 
16, 2021. 
 Below we’ll take a look at the 
biggest panels and showcases to 
expect to see under the FanDome 
and a few we can only hope will 
make an appearance. 

————— 
Expect – Black Adam 

 Filming of the “Black Adam” 
movie is finally underway, with 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
starring as the slave-turned-anti-
hero himself. Earlier this year, in 
a very on-brand and over the top 
fashion, Johnson took over New 

York City’s Times Square bill-
boards to reveal that the movie 
officially has a release date of 
July 29, 2022. 
 The film centers around a 
slave from the fictional country 
of Kahndaq, who is granted pow-
erful superpowers that even rival 
those of Superman’s. The Anti-
Hero will have run-ins with those 
in the Justice Society and several 
others from the DC Comics li-
brary of superheroes. 
 Given the production schedule 
for this film, DC Fandome falls 
perfectly in the timeframe for the 
first trailer to be revealed. If 
there’s one thing you can count 
on at this event, it’s that The 
Rock will be hyping this movie up 
in full force and telling you all 
about how the hierarchy of pow-
er in the DC universe is about to 
change. 

————— 
Expect – The Batman 

 Matt Reeves’ “The Batman” 
was the center of attention at last 
year’s Fandome event. The 

showcase included a short dis-
cussion with the director himself, 
a small blurb from Robert Pattin-
son, who stars as the caped cru-
sader, and the film’s first trailer. 
 Overall, the showcase gave 
fans quite a good amount, the 
batmobile was shown in all its 
glory, the first good look at Pat-
tinson in the Bat-suit, and we got 
a good grasp of the plot and tone 
of the film. I think it’s fair to say it 
was the highlight of the entire 
Con for a lot of people. The 
movie was initially supposed to 
be released in 2021 but due to 
the pandemic, has since been 
pushed back to March 4, 2022. 
 This puts it in a perfect time-
frame for another trailer to be 
revealed, showing more of Bat-
man in action but also possibly 
more of the side characters of 
the movie. We have yet to see 
Andy Serkis’ Alfred and have only 
had brief looks at Zoe Kravits’ 
Catwoman. 
 This could be a good opportu-
nity to flesh out these characters 
along with Paul Dano’s Riddler,  
———- See DC FanDome page 3 

DC Fandome: What to expect and 
what to hope for

Warner Bros. promising more diversity with their upcoming Superman project garnered criticism from actors and fans alike. Val-Zod / 
Superman as he appears in DC Comics. 

 This Mother’s Day I urge peo-
ple to call their moms, their dads, 
aunts, uncles, grandparents, sis-
ters, whomever stood by your 
side reveling in your achieve-
ments as you age. Family is one of 
the most important things in this 
universe. They help build your 
character, teach you things of 
great importance and love you 
when you sometimes feel unde-
serving.  
 Family can mean many things. 
They can be a group of humans 
that share the same DNA, 
branched from an ancestry that 
reaches back generations. They 
can be a group of friends who 
have a common bond and know 
their connections will last forever. 
Whatever the definit ion or 
specifics, family is important.  
 It’s been over a year since mov-
ing back home to spend time 
with, and care for, my grand-
mother Grace. I took an opportu-
nity to travel back home after 
quarantining when Minnesota 
went into lockdown at the dawn 

of the world-wide COVID-19 pan-
demic in March 2020. I loved 
spending that time with my 
grandma. I thank God for that 
opportunity every day because I 
understood how lucky I was to 
have those moments with her. 
 As Mother’s Day approaches, I 
find myself reflecting on those I 
lost within the past five years yet 
again. It’s been nearly five years 
since my grandfather, my father 
figure growing up, died of cancer. 
This Mother’s Day weekend will 
mark four years since my mom 
died of an accidental overdose. 
Now, come June, it will be a year 
since I lost my grandma. 
 It’s a strange sensation under-
standing that you’re entirely 
alone without parental figures to 
celebrate this year. I’ve lost a lot 
since they all three died. I never 
knew who my father was, but my 
grandpa who helped raise me 
ensured I’d never feel like I was 
without one. My grandmother 
played the role of strict, yet car-
ing mother alongside him. My 
mother did her best and taught 
me how to accept myself and 
grow into who I wanted to be. 
——————-See mom on page 3 

Mother’s Day: What the holiday 
means when they’ve passed

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief 

By Ben Brown 
Daily Planet Contributor 

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief 
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 Can you imagine traveling 
across the stars and possessing 
an artifact that can grant you so 
much luck in the universe? Can 
you also imagine getting too car-
ried away with that luck to the 
point where it causes you more 
trouble than it is worth?  
 And even more so, getting 
dragged into a part of your past 
that you do not want to face?  
That is the life of the titular char-
acter Becstar, a gambler and 
mercenary who possesses a 
powerful artifact called the Luck 
Dagger. 
 Joe Corallo’s “Becstar no. 1” is 
an intergalactic tale about a 
group of misfits that come to-
gether as unexpected heroes to 
save the universe from an evil 
man who wants to procure magi-
cal artifacts to become more 
powerful.  
 And one of those misfits that 
starts that story off is Paprika, a 
young woman who has been 
entrusted with the Clairvoyance 
Rod by her friend, Turlough. The 
Clairvoyance Rod is an artifact 
that grants the ability to see into 
the future. Paprika is on the run 
after Turlough is murdered by an 
assassin sent by the villain 
Mordecai who wants the Clairy-
ovance Rod.  
 Before his death, Turlough 
advises Paprika to deliver the rod 
to Becstar, an old associate of 
his. Paprika goes to search for 
Becstar who had just gotten 
thrown out of a casino where she 
caused some trouble by trying to 
use her Lucky Dagger to get a 
free drink and stay at the estab-
lishment.Becstar’s antics dismay 
and annoy Sally, her right-hand 
woman.  
 While Mordecai’s men try to 
ambush Becstar and Sally to 
prevent them from getting the 
rod, Paprika saves them and tells 
her who she is and that she has 
the Clairvoyance Rod.   This is 
when the story really begins. 
 In addition to seeing how ram-
bunctious Becstar is, we learn 

more about who she is through 
the eyes and perspective of Pa-
prika.   Becstar, Turlough, and a 
woman named Anyssa were once 
a part of a mercenary group 
called “Ophiuchus” which was 
led by Mordecai. After the group 
had split, Becstar did not want to 
have anything to do with the 
former members or get entangled 
in their business.   
 The mercenary group was 
tightnit and a force to be reck-
oned with. We also learn that 
Ophiuchus got carried away with 
power when each of its members 
took powerful artifacts from an 
ancient temple.Becstar took the 
Lucky Dagger, Turlough took the 
Clairvoyance Rod, Anyssa took 
the creation gauntlet (grants the 
power to creates things) and 
Mordecai took the Consumption 
Amulet (which absorbs energy). 
 Becstar’s group was hired by 
an unknown client to get the 
treasure but they took it for 
themselves and used the artifacts 
to get rich. However, the client 
took notice and sent other mer-
cenaries after the group. Eventu-
ally, Ophiuchus’ decided to go 
their separate ways and never 
spoke to each other again. It is 
here that we see why Becstar 
does not want to get entangled 
with her former teammates.  
 As Becstar and her compan-
ions set off on their journey to 
put a stop to Mordecai’s plans, 
the villain is already a step ahead 
of them when one of his assas-
sins places a homing device on 
the mercenary’s ship.  
 In addition to creating a story 
about a group of misfits who 
come together to go off into an 
adventure, Corallo has created 
characters who are very flam-
boyant. First, we have the titular 
character and the protagonist 
Becstar who is a gambler and 
mercenary who is a bit of an  
independent loner and a nomad 
looking to gamble and drink. 
 Becstar is reluctant to take 
part in Paprika’s quest to get all 
the artifacts due to her past but 
is dragged in when Mordecai’s 
men are after her.   Second, Sally 
Soolin is the right-hand woman of 

Bectar who has to put up with 
her partner’s shenanigans and 
questions her own life choices. 
She is seen as the voice of reason 
and is the mature one of the 
group. Third, there is Paprika 
who, like the spice she is named 
after, adds flavor to the story and 
Becstar’s group. She is very ani-
mated and empathetic as shown 
she tried to convince Turlough to 
come with her when they were 
being attacked by Mordecai’s 
men and when she rescued Bec-
star and Sally.  
 The illustrations done by 
Lorenzo Colangeli give “Becstar” 
several tones. In the first part of 
the story at Turlough’s Com-
pound, lighter and warmer colors 
are used to indicate warmth and 
wisdom that Turlogh had granted 
to Paprika. One of my favorite 
panels of the scene is where Tur-
lough places his hands on Papri-
ka and entrusts her with the 
Clairvoyance Rod. 
 That scene reminds me of a 
father consoling his daughter by 
telling her that everything is 
going to be okay. The scene of 
Mordecai’s lair is ominous with 
the usage of shades and black 
and pale green colors. 
 The drawing of Mordecai as he 
is sitting at his throne reminds 
me of a dark spectre. Then, the 
drawings go back to a more 
lighter colors but they are more 
jovial and comedic to help ampli-
fy the hilarious scenes that 
showcase Becstar’s immaturity 
and Sally’s admonishing of her.  
 Issue no. 1 has left me wonder-
ing how Becstar and her motley 
crew are going to find Anyssa. 
More importantly, what are they 
going to do when they figure out 
that Mordecai is tailing them?  
 “Becstar no.1” is an out of this 
world intergalactic heist action 
packed and comedic comic that 
will have readers hooked. Read-
ers will be wowed and humored 
at this comic as Becstar and her 
crew go cross-galaxy to achieve 
their goal! 
 “Becstar no. 1” is available at 
your local comic book shop or 
wherever comic books are sold. 

DC FanDome 
continued from page 1 
 
Colin Farrel’s Penguin and Jeffrey 
Wright’s Jim Gordan. This one is 
definitely a lock that you can 
expect to be getting more con-
tent at the Fandome, the real 
question is “what?” Personally, 
this fan is hoping to see a full 
Catwoman costume reveal. 

————— 
Hope – The Ayer Cut 

 Of all the hopes on this list, 
sadly this is probably the most 
unlikely to come to fruition. If 
you didn't know, the “Suicide 
Squad” movie directed by David 
Ayer (End of Watch, Bright) was 
release back in 2016 to largely 
unfavorable views from the crit-
ics and fans alike. Throughout 
the subsequent years after the 
film’s release, more light has 
been shed on how studio inter-
ference seemingly changed not 
only certain plot points but the 
entire tone of Ayer’s film. 
 According to Ayer in a recent 
interview with Entertainment 
Weekly, “It’s frustrating because I 
made a really heartfelt drama 
and it got ripped to pieces and 
they tried to turn it into Dead-
pool, which it just wasn’t sup-
posed to be… I made an amazing 
movie. It’s an amazing movie, it 
just scared the s— out of the 
executives.” After seeing the fans 
accomplish the seemingly impos-
sible with getting the Snyder Cut 
of released, Ayer and his fans 
have been holding out hope that 
his 2016 release would get a simi-
lar directors cut treatment. 
 Ayer has said himself that his 
cut would be relatively easy to 
finish. In a different recent inter-
view with Variety, WarnerMedia’s 
CEO, Ann Sarnoff tried to flat out 
kill all hope of an “Ayer Cut” of 

the movie, stating “We won’t be 
developing David Ayer’s cut.” 
While this seems to be a pretty 
clear answer, WarnerMedia could 
still change their minds would 
most likely depend on how they 
view the success of “Zack Sny-
der’s Justice League” as well as 
the reception of James Gunn’s 
upcoming semi-sequel semi-re-
boot of the same name.  

————— 
Expect – The Flash 

 Ezra Miller’s take on Barry 
Allen and the scarlet speedster is 
finally moving forward after vari-
ous iterations, several directors 
exiting the project and multiple 
delays. It’s still unclear exactly 
what this film is all about, with 
both Michael Keaton’s and Ben 
Affleck’s Batman’s (Batmen?) 
dawning their respective cowls 
once again, along with newcomer 
Sasha Calle as the last daughter 
of Krypton, Supergirl. 
 Unfortunately, while originally 
planned to be included in the film 
in some form, it doesn’t seem 
likely that Ray Fisher will get the 
chance to reprise the role of his 
breakout performance as Cyborg. 
Fisher’s and WarnerMedia are 
still very much on shaky ground 
after the actors accusations 
against several of the studio’s 
executives, producers and “Jus-
tice League” director Joss Whe-
don for their behavior surround-
ing the 2017 flop and the subse-
quent investigation. 
 This is quite a disappointing 
development as Fisher and 
Miller’s characters seemed to 
have quite an enjoyable chem-
istry together in “Zack Snyder’s 
Justice League.” Hopefully the 
right people can make the 
amends necessary with Fisher in 
order to include him in the film, 
but seeing as “The Flash” has 

already started filming, that ship 
has seemingly already set sail 
without the fan-favorite Cyborg 
actor. 

————— 
Expect – Shazam! Fury of the 

Gods 

 Just like its counterpart, 
“Black Adam”, the Shazam movie 
also appeared at last year’s DC 
Fandome event. Although one of 
the more forgettable portions of 
the Con, the Shazam showcase 
featured a short and lighthearted 
quip between Shazam himself, 
Zachary Levi, and some of his co-
stars which left us with the title 
f o r t h e u p c o m i n g s e q u e l . 
“Shazam: Fury of the Gods.” 
 That being said, it won’t take 
much for them to top last year’s 
panel. The sequel is set to start 
filming later this month which 
could give them enough time to 
throw together a teaser trailer 
reveal and first look at the up-
coming film by the time DC Fan-
dome rolls around. “Shazam! Fury 
of the Gods” is slated for June 2, 
2023. 

————— 
Hope – Something Snyder 

 Zack Snyder. The director 
birthed the DCEU with 2013’s 
“Man of Steel”, followed up by 
“Batman V Superman: Dawn of 
Justice”, and now “Zack Snyder’s 
Justice League.” The majority of 
the DCEU’s existence is synony-
mous with Snyder but has since 
branched out to encompass more 
films than the initial intended 
slate of the shared universe. The 
recent success, or failure depend-
ing on what source you choose to 
believe, of the “Snyder Cut” has 
not seemed to sway many minds 
over at WarnerMedia to continue 

Snyder’s original vision for the 
DCEU. 
 Recent comments from Warner 
executive Ann Sarnoff indicate 
that the studio has no plans to 
continue working with the direc-
tor they once trusted to help 
them compete with the massively 
successful Marvel Cinematic 
Universe. Snyder’s films, while 
accumulating some pretty harsh 
criticisms, have also managed to 
garnish him quite a large and 
loyal fanbase. 
 It’s not an exaggeration that 
Snyder’s presence, or lack there-
of, will be a makeorbreak for 
many fans at this year’s DC Fan-
dome. Whether it be the an-
nouncement of “Justice League” 2 
and 3 or some other DC project 
(possibly an HBO Max exclusive) 
that the studio is willing to let 
Snyder helm, it would be a good 
way to try to make amends with 
the director and his fanbase. 
Ultimately, this will be where we 
learn if the DCEU continues in 
some semblance of the path its 
father had envisioned for it or 
leave the man who laid its foun-
dations behind for good.  

————— 
Expect – Aquaman 2 

 The sequel to the massively 
successful 2018 hit “Aquaman,” 
starring Jason Momoa, Amber 
Heard and Yahya Abdul-Mateen II 
should be a guarantee to show 
up at this year’s DC Fandome. 
The first live action flick for the 
half-blood atlantean superhero 
was a box office smash, grossing 
over $1 billion globally and re-
ceiving somewhat mixed but 
mostly positive reviews. 
 James Wan is returning to 
direct the follow-up film and 
much of the original cast is con-
firmed to be returning as well. 
According to a new report, the 

movie is set to start filming in 
June in the UK. This gives a small 
window for the studio to throw 
together a small teaser and first 
look at the movie, but other than 
that I wouldn’t expect to be see-
ing too much of the film by the 
time Fandome hits. 
 On the other hand, I could 
very much see them showcasing 
the cast and Wan in a fun and 
lighthearted panel, similar to the 
way they had the “Suicide Squad” 
cast play an upbeat trivia game at 
last years event. Placing Momoa, 
Heard, Wilson (Ocean Master), 
and Wan front and center with a 
fun gag could be a good way to 
bring in some excitement for the 
sequel. “Aquaman 2” is set to be 
released Dec. 16, 2022. 
  

————— 
Hope – A Plan/The Multiverse 

 Unfortunately, this seems to be 
a big ask that fans have been 
asking for from the WB studio in 
recent years. Plans for the DCEU 
have come and gone, some seen 
through while most have ended 
up on the chopping block and it 
has left many fans with a bad 
taste in their mouth and an im-
portant question on their tongue. 
What is the plan for the DCEU? 
 While not everyone might 
have been a fan of Zack Snyder’s 
initial plan for the movie uni-
verse, at least he did have a plan 
and that is cleared now more 
than ever after his cut of “Justice 
League” has seen the light of day. 
Sadly, so many DC movie projects 
have come and gone, some be-
fore making any real progress in 
getting made, that it’s hard to 
believe that any one project will 
happen until you are actually 
sitting before a screen watching 
it. What this DC fan would like to 
see from this event is a five year 
slate for the DCEU with all the 

projects intended to be made 
and, here’s the kicker WB, stick 
to that plan. 
 I understand things happen, 
filmmakers drop out, scripts fall 
apart, and sometimes there is no 
other option than to pull the 
plug. But this seems to be far too 
common for DC projects. One of 
the most important things when 
producing any sort of project 
with an already well established 
fanbase is trust, something 
Warner Bros is painfully lacking 
in. Fans need to believe in the 
studio’s ability to deliver the 
projects that the fans want to 
see. Now trust isn’t something 
that they can’t just roll out at DC 
Fandome for everyone to see, but 
there is something that has yet to 
be utilized well that can help 
push things in that direction. 
 The multiverse. The multi-
verse would be a great way for 
the studio to deliver something 
for all fans. Don’t like Affleck’s 
Batman, here try Pattinson’s, and 
vice versa. It’s a pretty basic tool 
that pretty much all DC fans and 
many in the general audience are 
familiar with and it can ensure 
there is something for everyone. 
The multiverse doesn’t seem to 
be utilized well by the studio at 
the moment but this could be 
changing as the multiverse will 
play some sort of role in the up-
coming flash movie. 
 Let's just hope they stick the 
landing with it. There is a lot 
riding on this year’s DC Fandome, 
as it will determine the future 
state of the DCEU and DC related 
projects, it’s a tough road ahead 
for the studio and DC Fandome is 
where the fans determine if they 
are willing to strap themselves in 
or abandon ship.
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Mom continued from page 1 — 

 Now, this first year without 
any of them, I feel totally and 
utterly alone. I’d like to stress the 
fact that I’m not actually alone in 
life. I have family, and I have 
friends. Great people who help 
inspire me on the daily. But I still 
feel like an orphan. I look at all 
these people who love me and 
realize that none of them can 
truly understand how I feel or 
relate. I guess that’s just how life 
works. I lost my parents in my 
mid 20s. My older relatives lost 
theirs later in life. My younger 
relatives and friends still have 
theirs.  
 When I reach a milestone, I no 
longer have a parent to call. My 
potential future spouse and pos-
sible children will never get to 
meet three of the most important 
and influential people in my en-
tire life. I have an aunt that I’m 
very close to, but it truly isn’t the 
same. She has her own immedi-
ate family and I recognize the 
importance of that. 
 I have two sisters who both 
have families of their own, and 

both still have their father. I do 
depend on them both for extend-
ed support, but it’s not the same 
as calling my mom after I swiped 
right on a cute new guy. In fact, 
my mom died before I could even 
tell her I was swiping right on 
cute guys. 
 I honestly don’t know why I’m 
writing this. Perhaps because it’s 
therapeutic in some way, perhaps 
I want others to recognize the 
importance of a loved one. As I 
sit here, struggling with my latest 
COVID diagnosis, utterly alone in 
my family farmhouse, I miss 
them. I miss their smiles. I miss 
how genuine they would be with 
me. I just miss them.  
 When my grandmother died, 
one of the first thoughts that 
flashed through my mind was “I 
have nobody to be proud of me 
anymore.” Idiotic, and perhaps a 
bit selfish, but true.  
 I feel kind of stupid admitting 
this, but my aspirations in life all 
stemmed to making these three 
figures proud of me. I wanted to 
ensure a legacy for them like 
none other. I just wanted to make 
them happy and prideful of what 

they created. I still strive for that 
achievement, but it isn’t the 
same without them here. 
 All I know is that with each 
passing birthday, Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day and Grandparent’s 
Day, I miss them more. I was 
lucky to have such a close rela-
tionship with them, I was blessed 
to have the time I did, but I still 
miss them. Every day. 
 We had our arguments and 
disagreements, but those were 
menial issues when you looked at 
the big picture. If one dwells on 
all the negativity, they forget 
about all the positive. Remember 
the hugs, the smiles and the fun 
banter. Remember the genuine 
love. That’s what I do. That’s how 
they continue to live on. 
 So this Mother’s Day, call your 
moms, dads, aunts, uncles, 
grandparents. Call whomever 
made you you, and thank them. 
Tell them you love them. And tell 
them you’re proud to have been 
raised by them. Before it’s too 
late. 

Mad Cave Studios’ ‘Becstar’ makes its intergalactic debut
By Brian of Earth-16 
Daily Planet Reporter
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 Another alternative is to also 
try to implicitly compare it to 
what financial markets expected 
these numbers to be. Many fi-
nancial economists, including 
myself, choose this alternative to 
analyze whether some news was 
good or bad for certain compa-
nies. In this case, if these num-
bers implied good news for HBO 
Max, one should expect the 
AT&T stock price to go up im-
mediately after the release of 
these numbers. Otherwise, its 
stock price should stay the same 
or if these numbers are bad or 
underwhelming for investors, the 
stock price should decline. 
 So, what happened to the 
AT&T stock price after the re-
lease of these numbers? On 
Thursday April 22, after the 
close of the market AT&T stock 
was up by almost four percent. 
We can also compare this per-
formance to the recently re-
leased Q1 2020 by Netflix. In 
comparison, Netflix stock price 
went down more than seven 
percent after this release. 

————— 
 Are Q1 2021 subscription 

numbers due to ‘Zack Snyder’s 
Justice League?’ 

 Can we confidently link the Q1 
2021 relatively good numbers to 
any particular content? This is 
where things get muddy with the 
data we have, which is the num-
ber of subscribers for each quar-
ter. Can we confidently say that 
the Snyder Cut drove these 
numbers instead of “Godzilla vs. 
Kong” or “The Little Things” or 
“Judas and the Black Messiah”? 
Probably not. We probably could 
say more about this issue if we 
had metrics of subscribers that 
covered day-by-day totals. If the 
majority of users signed up 
around March 18 or in the week-
end following it, we might as-
sociate those subscribers more 
to “Zack Snyder ’s Just ice 
League”. If most of them signed 
up at the very end of March, they 
would be more linked to “Godzil-
la vs. Kong” that came out on 
March 31. 
 However, even if we had that 
data, we would not have a de-
finitive answer. There might be 
subscribers that signed up be-
cause all of these movies and not 
a single one. This is clearly a 
problem for the data of Q4 2020 
where you cannot confidently 
say that it was only about 
“WW1984”. Many people might 
have signed for the same day 
release of movies for 2021 that 
was announced during that quar-

ter. There also might be many 
people signing in March for the 
combined possibility of watching 
“the Snyder Cut” + ”Godzilla vs 
Kong” + ”Mortal Kombat”, three 
big blockbuster releases. 
 There is also one additional 
issue for Snyder Cut related sub-
scribers. There were three key 
dates for people that already 
knew they wanted to watch 
“Zack Snyder’s Justice League” 
on HBO Max. First, its an-
nouncement in Q1 2020: Several 
people acknowledging the power 
of HBO Max in making this movie 
happened might have sub-
scribed already back in May 
2020. Second, the “WW1984” 
release was also a key data; DC 
comics fans that wanted to expe-
rience more DC content through 
HBO Max might have subscribed 
in Q4 2020. And third, you have 
the actual release of the movie in 
Q1 2021. 
 Overall, the point is that with 
the publicly available data it is 
almost impossible to make a 
causal claim that any particular 
film or television show is alone 
driving subscriber behavior at 
any point in time. Do not get me 
wrong, “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League” was more likely than not 
a factor in contributing to these 
good numbers. Can we confi-
dently say that it was the only 
factor, or even the major one? 
Unfortunately, with the data we 
have we cannot confidently say 
that. 
 This is not to say that HBO 
Max with their own data cannot 
find this out. I am sure that their 
data analytics team is using their 
private data to try to find out the 
real demand for each movie, TV 
project, franchise universe in a 
way that it is basically impossi-
ble to do for us (or any news 
outlet for that matter). Generally, 
what we can say is that HBO Max 
subscriber numbers in Q1 ap-
pear to be solid, they might be 
due to the Snyder Cut, but it is 
difficult to exclusively link them 
to any particular movie/content. 
So do not fall for clickbait titles 
in either direction. 

————— 
 Are these numbers enough to 

#RestoreTheSnyderVerse? 
Adding some context 

 The big elephant in the room 
is whether these numbers are 
enough to warrant additional 
content in this universe. My view 
is that the HBO Max subscriber 
numbers tell us little because we 
cannot exclusively link them to 
the Snyder Cut. Ideally, we could 
combine viewership numbers 
with subscriber numbers to find 
out more about the real demand 

for this universe. However, HBO 
Max is not reporting any viewer-
ship numbers for some reason. 
In fact, recently HBO Max high-
lighted that viewership was high 
for “WW1984”, “Godzilla vs. 
Kong” and “Mortal Kombat,” but 
did not mention any specific 
numbers nor whether the Snyder 
Cut numbers were close to the 
numbers from these three brand-
new blockbuster movies. 
 What we can try to do is to 
add other pieces of available 
data to try to arrive at an answer 
of whether additional content in 
the Snyderverse might be prof-
itable for HBO Max. There has 
been a host of third-party data 
available since the release of 
“Zack Snyder’s Justice League” 
(which this thread by Carlos 
Digital covers to a great extent). I 
believe one important piece of 
information within this available 
data that tells us about the po-
tential profitability of this uni-
verse is the audience engage-
ment with the content. Streaming 
platforms are more and more 
looking for the next “event.” New 
content that is talked about at 
length, where word of mouth is 
the main piece of marketing: the 
next “The Queen’s Gambit”, “Co-
bra Kai”, “The Mandalorian” – 
some kind of series that people 
are craving to talk about and tell 
all of their friends that they 
should watch it. 
 Of course, gathering data on 
engagement is very difficult. But 
one proxy that is used to evalu-
ate interest in a product is 
Google Trends. So, how does 
“Zack Snyder’s Justice League” 
compare to major releases in 
different streaming platforms? 
“Justice League” was the most 
worldwide searched term during 
its release when you compare it 
to major releases by HBO Max 
(including three brand new 
blockbuster movies), Netflix, and 
Disney+. There is also additional 
data from Diesel Labs suggesting 
a higher engagement for “Zack 
Snyder’s Justice League” relative 
to one of most expected DC 
movies, “Wonder Woman 1984.” 
 I want to make this clear to 
add some more context to these 
numbers. A 4-hour movie with 
basically no studio push, very 
little marketing money into it, 
and considered by many (and 
probably by the general audi-
ence as well), the “extended 
version” of a failed 2017 movie, 
appear to have drawn a higher 
audience engagement than top 
hits from Netflix, Disney+, and 
HBO Max. We are talking about 
Netflix top hits, Disney+ series in 
the two most successful shared 
cinematic universes in history, 
and three brand-new blockbuster 

movies from HBO Max. Of 
course, this is only suggestive 
data from Google Trends. 
 We can combine this with 
anecdotal evidence like Jake 
Tapper tweeting about it, Leslie 
Jones live-tweeting the whole 
four-hour movie, and Brad Pais-
ley tweeting #RestoreTheSny-
derVerse, in a twitter campaign 
that got 1.5 million tweets. Just 
as a comparison, this was more 
than the tweets generated by 
“Avengers: Endgame” during its 
weekend release. In the end, the 
question that we naturally get is 
that if an “extended” version of 
an old movie generated this type 
of engagement, what is the real 
demand for new content in this 
universe? Probably even higher 
 Do Google searches and 
tweets equal profits for HBO 
Max? No and yes. Of course, not 
directly, new subscribers and 
low churn rate are the basis of 
high income for them. But this 
type of engagement tells you 
something about the real de-
mand behind this universe. If 
HBO Max decides to exploit it, it 
could bring even more sub-
scribers to its platform, on addi-
tion of convincing already exist-
ing users to stay in the platform. 
This is even more evident when 
you look at the actions of their 
competitors. 
 After a high – but lower than 
“Justice League” – level of en-
gagement for “The Mandalorian”, 
Disney+ announced “The Book of 
Boba Fett”. Similarly, after “The 
Falcon and Winter Soldier”, Mar-
vel Studios announced their 
Phase 4 slate. Netflix did some-
thing similar with new seasons of 
“Bridgerton” and “Cobra Kai”. 
The ones for which no sequel 
was announced (“WandaVision” 
and “The Queen’s Gambit”) were 
always supposed to be self-con-
tained miniseries. Amazon Prime 
announced not one, but two 
more seasons of their hit ani-
mated superhero show, “Invinci-
ble”, as the season finale episode 
dropped.  

————— 
 Income is important but so 
are costs – The unobservable 

costs 

 The potential demand and 
new subscribers Snyderverse 
could bring is only part of the 
equation for HBO Max. Profits, 
what HBO Max is interested in, 
are computed as income (stable 
paying subscribers) minus costs. 
Some skeptics might argue that 
this demand will not cover the 
cost of new and expensive con-
tent. Once again, we can com-
pare this with the cost of content 
in other platforms. 

 “WandaVision” had a cost of 
$225 million dollars ($25 million 
per episode), “The Falcon and 
the Winter Soldier” was $150 
million dollars ($25 million per 
episode), The Mandalorian was 
$100 million ($10 million per 
episode), and “Bridgerton” had a 
budget of $56 million ($7 million 
per episode). What would the 
cost be for Snyderverse related 
content? It is very hard to esti-
mate and there are a lot of pos-
sibilities within new content. 
Probably the production with 
lowest cost would be a Death-
stroke series. Joe Manganiello 
stated they pitched Warner a $40 
million movie that was rejected. 
Within a similar range you could 
think of an Atom or Martian 
Manhunter miniseries. Probably 
somewhat in a mid-budget range 
would be a Batman series with 
Ben Affleck (probably closer to 
$100 million). And the most ex-
pensive ones would be sequels 
to Justice League (in the range of 
$200-$300 million per movie). 
 One thing is clear from this 
cost-benefit analysis. Snyder-
verse related content would 
probably bring similar engage-
ment levels (or even more) than 
the Snyder Cut. This is higher 
than many shows from compet-
ing streaming platforms that 
have already sequels in line. 
Additionally, there is evidence 
from third-party data that in-
ternational demand for the Sny-
der Cut was strong. This is also 
crucial as HBO Max is preparing 
an international rollout launch 
starting in June with Latin Amer-
ica. Moreover, there is concrete 
Snyderverse related content 
(Atom, Deathstroke, Martian 
Manhunter) that could cost 
much less than these competing 
shows that already have their 
sequels announced. So, based on 
engagement, third-party analyt-
ics, and cost data, one could 
clearly argue that there is at 
least some Snyderverse content 
that could be a profitable in-
vestment opportunity as we call 
in economics and finance 
projects where their potential 
income is larger than their ex-
pected cost. 
 Despite the apparent prof-
itability of these projects and the 
campaigning by movie stars/
directors to do them (Joe Man-
ganiello, Harry Lennix, and Zack 
Snyder for the Ryan Choi/The 
Atom), no further Snyderverse 
content has been announced. In 
the world of economics and fi-
nance, when a seemingly prof-
itable investment opportunity is 
not undertaken, we tend to think 
that we are miscalculating either 
the income or the costs. Once 
again, the engagement numbers 

seem to point to levels compa-
rable to top franchises, so this is 
not likely to come from the in-
come part. So, this might be 
down to the costs part. Which 
begs the question, are there 
hidden or unobservable costs 
that we are not considering? 
 On this matter, I see two rele-
vant costs for Warner Bros/HBO 
Max. The first one, which has 
been discussed, is the cost for 
some top executives of doing 
business with Zack Snyder. If top 
executives (who decide which 
projects to undertake), for some 
reason cannot stand Zack Snyder 
(and probably Ray Fisher), this 
would be a huge cost for them 
which could definitely explain no 
further Snyderverse content. 
The second one, which has been 
less discussed, is the potential 
for Snyderverse content to clash 
with their plans for the future. 
 If “The Flash” movie is set to 
“erase” the Snyderverse from 
their movie/series continuity, 
then the cost of doing more Sny-
derverse content would be huge 
in terms of explaining why your 
HBO Max content is clashing 
with your cinematic universe. 
Some might counter by saying 
they are introducing the multi-
verse in this movie. That might 
be true, while also being true 
that they are erasing or resetting 
what has happened in the Sny-
derverse universe. I am not say-
ing that this is going to happen, 
just acknowledging that it could 
be a possibility. If so, this could 
be a cost so large that could 
explain why they are not moving 
forward with any more content 
in this universe. 
 To sum up, after seeing the 
market reaction to Q1 2021 HBO 
Max numbers and the level of 
engagement generated by “Zack 
Snyder’s Justice League,” it is 
hard to say that these were in 
any way bad numbers not war-
ranting additional content. In 
terms of costs, there are content 
possibilities that would have low 
production value that could 
bring a monetary profit to HBO 
Max. Thus, a simple cost-benefit 
logic points to unobserved or 
hidden costs being important 
factors if no further Snyderverse 
content is greenlighted. As a final 
note, there is very little evidence 
out there that this is about THE 
numbers being low enough to 
not warrant any additional Sny-
derverse content. So, do not fall 
for that narrative. More likely 
than not, this is about something 
else, something darker. 
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