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 Alex Garfin started out acting 
with guest appearances in such 
series as “Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit,” “New Amsterdam” 
and even voiced the character 
Linus in 2015's “The Peanuts 
Movie.” 
 One day, while walking down 
the hall in the drama department 
of LaGuardia High School, he 
noticed a flyer on the bulletin 
board for auditions for an "Un-
named Superman Series." Then 
his agent called him with the 
same audition info as well. 
 When he arrived at the audi-
tions, he was given a script for a 
character called “Matthew.”  
 “For auditions they do fake 
names for scripts, so Matthew 
was actually Jonathan [Kent] and 
Ethan was Jordan [Kent],” Alex 
stated. “So, I go into this Matthew 
audition and it's this kid telling a 
coach that he should let one of 
the seniors be the main guy on 
the football team. That he 
shouldn't give it to a freshman. 
That I know I'm too good.”  
 Alex said that he put down the 
script about halfway through and 
apologized for wasting their time 
because he sincerely felt that he 
had nothing to do with this char-
acter.  
 “I don't look like I can play 
football, I've never held a football 
and it's just not me,” Alex said. 
“So she goes ‘alright, come in the 
back I have another one for you.’ 
She gave me the script for ‘Ethan’ 
which was a code name for ‘Jor-
dan’ and I immediately connected 
with it.” 
 According to the actor, the 
read featured a kid telling his 
principal that a teacher wasn't 
doing their job adequately, result-
ing in classmates who weren't 
going to do well in academics.  
 “I think this was a conversa-
tion I've actually had with princi-
pals before, which is kind of fun-
ny because, in school, I was never 
the good kid and I would speak 
out about things that were point-
less,” Alex admitted. “I just im-
mediately connected with it."  
 They decided to have him read 
a second scene for the character 
of "Jordan" and Alex connected 
with this scene as well. 
 “This was a scene that actually 
ended up in the pilot [episode].” 
he stated.  

See Alex on page 3 

 Elizabeth (Bitsie) Tulloch was 
cast as the spectacular Lois Lane 
in September 2018 and has since 
reprised the role for two annual 
crossovers, “Crisis on Infinite 
Earths” and “Elseworlds” as well 
as “Superman and Lois.” 
 “I am so proud of this show 
and I love this role and I hope you 
tune in,” Tulloch said on Face-
book last week when “Superman 
and Lois” returned to The CW 
after an extended hiatus due to 
COVID-19 precautions. 
 Tulloch takes her role as Lois 
Lane very seriously. Her repre-
sentation of a reporter is reminis-
cent of Tulloch’s real life passion 
for truth and people’s right to 
factual information and news. 
 She also appreciates fans, oc-
casionally asking for their fa-
vorite Lois looks, moments, etc. 
Tulloch recognizes that Lois has 
an extensive fanbase and pro-
vides an outlet for them to ex-
press their love for the character 
with various crowdsourced cre-
ative outlets. Something not 
many actors before her have 
done with their own phenomenal 
portrayals of the Reporter of 
Steel. 
 When “Elseworlds” was film-
ing, Tulloch took to social media 
and learned that Lois has a pen-
sion for purple. 
 In response to this, Tulloch 
requested that Lois must wear 
purple at sometime during the 
crossover — and she did. Lois 
Lane appeared in a purple knit 
sweater when she and Clark an-
nounced their pregnancy to Kara. 
 Tulloch also took to social 
media while “Superman and Lois” 
was in its early production stages 
asking fans to list their favorite 
Lois looks yet again. 

–––––––––– 
 Catch new episodes of “Super-
man and Lois” Tuesdays, 9/8c, 
only on The CW. 

ALEX GARFIN

 We’ve known it was in the 
works and have even been treat-
ed to a first look image ripped 
straight from the comics, but 
today The CW made the news 
official — “Naomi” has been 
picked up to series. 
 Written and executive pro-
duced by Ava DuVernay and “Ar-
row” writer and co-executive 
producer Jill Blankenship, “Nao-
mi” stars Kaci Walfall in the lead 
role along with Alexander Wraith, 
C r a n s t o n J o h n s o n , C a m i l a 
Moreno, Mary-Charles Jones, 
Barry Watson, Mouzam Makkar, 
Daniel Puig, Will Meyers and 
Aidan Gemme. The series is 
based on the critically acclaimed 
comic series from Brian Michael 
Bendis, David F. Walker 

See Naomi page 13 

Alex Garfin plays Jordan Kent, the son of Superman and Lois and sibling to Jon, in The CW’s latest superhero installment. Photo courtesy of Alex Garfin’s website
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George Floyd remembered 
across US 
–––––––––– 

 George Floyd’s murder sparked 
the largest protest movement in 
our nation’s history. Marches, 
memorials and prayer gatherings 
were planned from morning to 
evening Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
across the U.S. to mark one year 
since Floyd was murdered. 
Page 5 

Republicans block creation of 
January 6 commission 

–––––––––– 
 Senate Republicans blocked 
the creation of a bipartisan 
panel to study the Jan. 6 at-
tack on the Capitol. The Sen-
ate fell sort of the 60 votes 
needed to consider a House-
passed bill that would have 
formed a 10-member commis-
sion. 
Page 5 

–––––Comics––––– 
Page 7 – 8 

DC’s ‘Infinite Frontier’ 
miniseries launches  

June 22, 2021 
–––––––––– 

 What does all this mean for the 
DCU’s place in the Multiverse?  
Page 7 

––––The Planet––– 
Page 9 – 10 

Students create social 
network for scientists 

–––––––––– 
 Feeling communications and 
connections in the science 
community online have been 
lacking, two high school stu-
dents teamed up and created a 
social network for science 
lovers all around. 
Page 9 

–––––Culture––––– 
Page 17 – 20 

James Lott Jr.:  
A modern-day  

renaissance man 
–––––––––– 

 James Lott Jr. sings, acts and 
has written over 20 books, but he 
didn’t stop there. He also has his 
own business as a professional 
organizer. 
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Neil Gaiman introduces 
‘The Sandman’s' Death, 

Desire, John Dee and more 
————— 
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Naomi series is coming to The CW

Elizabeth Tulloch 
loves playing  
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By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

Kaci Walfall as Naomi. Photo courtesy of The CW
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Alex 
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“I was climbing up a ladder and 
reaching for the router and, in 
order to climb on the ladder, 
they had an arm chair sitting 
there. 
 Alex climbed onto the arm 
rest of the chair and started 
rocking it on two legs.  
 “I think the woman thought 
she was about to have a lawsuit 
on her hands and that's why she 
gave me a callback, so I don't 
really know why I'm here to be 
honest,” he jokingly stated. 
 Alex was familiar with the 
Superman mythos when landing 
the role of Jordan Kent for "Su-
perman and Lois."  
 "I don't think you could ever 
grow up as an American and not 
know Superman!” he expressed. 
“I think really growing up any-
where in the world, since Ameri-
ca has such a giant influence, so 
there's no way to ever really 
escape it.”  
 But was Alex a giant Superman 
fan?  
 “I couldn't really say I was,” 
the super-son said. “As a kid I 
was a big ‘Star Trek’ fan, so I do 
understand that geeky kind of 
culture and the obsession be-
cause I have it but just in a dif-
ferent field."  
 That's not to imply he didn't 
see iterations of Superman grow-
ing up. "Smallville" was a series 
on the WB/CW Network that 
followed a teenage Clark Kent 
before he became Superman.  
 "I watched season 1 of ‘Small-
ville,’” he admitted. “Jordan [El-
sass], who plays Jonathan on the 
show, was a big 'Smallville’ fan. 
He grew up on it. You know 
'Smallville’ is one of those shows 
I think you did have to grow up 
on. It borrowed its way into peo-
ple's hearts because they grew 
up with it and that was the show 
they were raised on. That wasn't 
that show for me, but I did watch 
the first season."  
 "Superman and Lois" follows 
the story of Clark Kent and Lois 
Lane moving back to Clark's 
hometown of Smallville to raise 
their two twin sons. 
 Most of the main characters 
on "Superman and Lois" are 
canonical characters from the 
comic books, with the exception 
of Alex's character Jordan. This 
gives the series writers a lot of 
freedom in the development of 
the character.  
 "I absolutely think my charac-
ter not being in the comics gives 
me creative freedom,” he ex-
plained. “It's also a big task in 
order to contribute a character 
to a canon that's stood for 90 
years. So there's a lot of weight 
to this as well. I want to make 
sure I do it right and the writers 
are going to write it right. We 
really want to see the character 
grow over a couple of seasons, 
which I think is really going to be 
the exciting part."  
 His character is already taking 
on some serious issues in season 
1. Statistics show that one in five 
children and teens between the 
ages of 13 and 18 have, or will 
have, a serious mental illness. 
Only 36 to 44 percent of these 
children and adolescents receive 
treatment. In the series, Alex's 
character, Jordan, deals with this 
issue. 
 "I thought this was a great 
opportunity to try and express 
[bringing attention to mental 
disorders],” Alex said. “I wanted 
to be able to show that this 
character was not the mental 
illness. That it was a color used 
on the painting and not the en-
tire field and I think that is why 
people somehow identify with 
him in a lot of ways. We see him 
start out at one of the lowest 
points of his life.”  
 In the series, Jordan’s mom, 
Lois (Elizabeth Tulloch), is there 
for him but he has no friends.  
 “He's in a place where he 
doesn't understand things and 
then they move to Smallville, 
which is a smaller town,” Alex 
continued. “There he really 
starts to find his home. A big 
trend in recent years, and in 
recent decades, is people moving 
from smaller towns into bigger 
cities. We see that affect the 
mental health of younger kids 
and that being in reverse, I think, 
was an interesting aspect to 
show how people can grow and 
how people can evolve and start 
to overcome the things that 
normal ly would bog them 
down.”  
 When Jordan is understood by 
Sarah Cushing (Inde Navarrette), 
it’s a big milestone for him.  
 “He feels now as if he's not 
alone and as he's growing into 
his powers, he starts to feel vali-
dated and now he's feeling un-
derstood," Alex explained. 
 The character of Jordan Kent 
has begun developing super-
powers like his dad on the se-
r i e s . F ro m e x t r a o rd i n a r y 
strength to heat vision, and now 
super hearing, but his powers 
have developed differently than 
Clark’s (Tyler Hoechlin) and that 
brings challenges.  
 "We have to remember he's 
half human and half Kryptonian 
in his DNA,” Alex explained. 
“This is the reason for his pow-
ers manifesting differently. We do 
go more and more into him de-
veloping his powers, that's a 
theme throughout season 1. We 

will get to see him becoming and  
attempting to become a better 
person which is another big 
theme in season 1. Him trying to 
grow up."  
 Alex is particularly looking 
forward to seeing his character's 
growth.  
 "I'm looking forward to seeing 
w h a t h e d o e s w i t h t h e s e 
powers,” he stated. “I'm looking 
forward to seeing if he gets more 
of them and when they start to 
develop more fully. I'm also just 
looking forward to seeing him 
grow. If you had asked me two 
years ago what my biggest fear 
would be it would be being a 
series regular on a TV show. 
That's because if a show goes on 
for eight years and you're watch-
ing it from when you're 8 years 
old to when you're 16, then you 
grew up with these characters. 
You would see these characters 
and be a part of them and 
through time you can actually 
grow with them. I always be-
lieved that was magical. We see 
people grow and develop in real 
time and I felt very blessed to 
have a character that I can at-
tempt to have some nuance and 
to have growth. Even though 
growth is linear and goes up and 
down, it does begin to change 
and my character begins to grow 
into himself and that's probably 
one of the greatest things I ever 
could have been offered to do."  
 Alex has balanced his real life 
with his work schedule on the 
show.  
 "I'm actually still taking class-
es for high school,” Alex admit-
ted. “When I started this I had 
the bright idea of taking AP cal-
culus [advanced placement] and 
AP Japanese at my school. They 
offer that. So doing that while 
shooting the first four months of 
this series was pretty tough. Due 
to COVID, the school truncated 
these classes into a half a year so 
what was already hard became 
doubly hard. I really don't know 
why I was shooting a television 
pilot, but I'm the kind of guy who 
goes to Golden Corral and puts 
half of everything on his plate so 
that's pretty much what I ended 
up doing here.” 
 According to Alex, his experi-
ence has been “really awesome.”  
 “I think I'm the only person on 
a CW show who is in high school 
in real life and also in high 
school on his show,” he said. “I 
thought it was a great experience 
to try and breathe life into a 
teenage character while I'm still 
a teenager. Jordan [Elsass] isn't 
too far off, he's 19. But I could 
theoretically be in high school 
with Jordan Kent. We could know 
each other.  
 When Alex booked this role he 
had just turned 16.  
 “I know kids who are 15 and in 
the same school with kids who 
are 14,” he stated. “We could 
seriously be in the same school 
year. I think that's awesome!"  
 “Superman and Lois" has 
started off doing very well in the 
ratings and having the excellent 
acting from a young man named 
Alex Garfin has contributed 
greatly to that success. Balanc-
ing advanced school work, and 
still displaying excellent perfor-
mances in his job this season, 
has made him worthy of being 
called a superboy. 

From left to right: Alex Garfin as Jordan Kent, Tyler Hoechlin as Superman, Elizabeth Tulloch as Lois Lane and Jordan Elsas as Jon Kent in “Superman and Lois.” Photo courtesy of The CW

Alexander Garfin as Jordan in the upcoming eighth episode of “Superman and Lois,” Holding the Wrench, premiering June 1, 2021. Photo by Bettina Strauss, The CW

Alexander Garfin as Jordan and Jordan Elsas as Jonathan Kent in “Superman and Lois.” Photo courtesy of The CW

Alexander Garfin as Jordan Kent in “Superman and Lois.” Photo courtesy of The CW
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US Dept. of Transportation 
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Las Vegas woman charged with  
illegally exporting goods to Iran 
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 George Floyd’s murder sparked 
the largest protest movement in 
our nation’s history. Marches, 
memorials and prayer gatherings 
were planned from morning to 
evening Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
across the U.S. to mark one year 
since Floyd was killed. 
 Supporters and activists in 
Minnesota, across the US and 
around the globe remembered 
the life of George Floyd on the 
one-year anniversary of his killing 
by police last year. 
 Floyd’s family met with Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris at the White 
House as well as members of 
Congress, including Speaker 
Pelosi. 
 “I’m sending all my love to 
Gianna and to the rest of the 
Floyd family today,” former First 
Lady Michelle Obama said in a 
tweet. “Her dad did change the 
world, and now it’s up to the rest 
of us to continue changing it for 
the better.” 
 Philonise Floyd, the brother of 
George Floyd, spoke as he and 
members of the Floyd family met 
Tuesday with House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Rep. Karen 
Bass, D-Calif., at the U.S. Capitol. 
 “They were lovely, they’re 
optimistic, they’re positive, but 
they’re determined that we will 
get something done.” House 
Speaker Nanci Pelosi said. 
 George Floyd’s family will di-
rect money from its $27 million 
settlement with the city of Min-
neapolis to fund $500,000 in 
grants for businesses and other 
organizations in the community 
where Floyd was killed by police. 
 Floyd’s family’s visit with the 
President and Vice President at 
the White House in the early 
afternoon and return to Capitol 
Hill for separate talks with New 
Jersey Senator Cory Booker and 
South Carolina Senator Tim Scott 
were centered around a new bill 
founded in George Floyd’s memo-
ry. The foundation of this new 
legislation would place stricter 
sanctions on Police, holding them 
more liable for killing citizens. 
 “While it is disappointing that  

See Floyd on page 6 

 Black Lives Matter activist, 
Sasha Johnson is reported to be 
in a critical condition after being 
shot in the head during the early 
hours of Sunday morning. 
 The Metropolitan police ar-
rested five people May 24 “on 
suspicion of the attempted mur-
der” of Sasha Johnson, who sus-
tained a gunshot wound to her 
head on Sunday morning in Lon-
don. On Tuesday, police said that 
“there is nothing to suggest Sasha 
was the victim of a targeted at-
tack.” 
 According to Metro Police, the 
investigation was launched after 
officers were called shortly be-
fore 3 a.m. on Sunday, May 23 
following reports of gunshots in 
Consort Road, SE15. 
 Police attended with London 
Ambulance Service paramedics 
and found 27-year-old Johnson 
who had been shot in the head. 
Sasha was taken by ambulance to 
a south London hospital where 
she remains in a critical condi-
tion. 
 “It is with great sadness that 
we inform you that our own 
Sasha Johnson has sustained a 
gunshot wound to her head. She 
is currently hospitalized and in 
critical condition.,” the Taking 
The Initiative Party said in a 
statement. “The incident hap-
pened in the early hours of this 
morning, following numerous 
death threats.” 
 According to the party, John-
son sustained a gunshot wound 
to her head on Sunday morning 
in London 
 One of Johnson’s friends said 
she believes the incident was 
“more related to rival gangs.” 
 It is believed that the shooting 
occurred in the vicinity of a 
house where a party was taking 
place and that a number of peo-
ple may have been in the area. 
 “This was a shocking incident 
that has left a young woman with 
very serious injuries,” Detective 
Chief Inspector Jimi Tele said. 
“Our thoughts are with her family 
who are being provided with 
support at this terribly difficult 
time.” 

NEWS

Food benefits coming soon 
for children in Minnesota 

————— 
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The George Floyd Memorial in South Minneapolis. Photo by Chad Davis 
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Senate Republicans have blocked 
the creation of a bipartisan panel 
to study the Jan. 6 attack on the 

Capitol. The Senate fell sort of the 60 
votes needed to consider a House-
passed bill that would have formed a 
10-member commission. 

On Friday, May 28, 2021, the Senate 
came to a vote of 54 to 35 on a bill that 
would create an independent inquiry to 
investigate the assault on the US Capi-
tol building on January 6. 

The vote came short of a needed 60 
senate votes on a bill that had passed 
the House last week. With six Republi-
cans (Mitt Romney of Utah, Susan 
Collins of Maine, Bill Cassidy of Lou-
isiana, Rob Portman of Ohio, Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska and Ben Sasse of 
Nebraska) voting with Democrats and 
11 senators not voting at all. 

The 11 senators that did not vote on 
the bill: 

Republican Sen. Marsha Blackburn of Ten-
nessee, Republican Sen. Roy Blunt of Mis-
souri, Republican Sen. Mike Braun of Indi-
ana, Republican Sen. Richard Burr of North 
Carolina, Republican Sen. Jim Inhofe of Ok-
lahoma, Democratic Sen. Patty Murray of 
Washington, Republican Sen. James Risch of 
Idaho, Republican Sen. Mike Rounds of 
South Dakota, Republican Sen. Richard 
Shelby of Alabama, Democratic Sen. Kyrsten 
Sinema of Arizona and Republican Sen. Pat 
Toomey of Pennsylvania. 

See Republicans on page 6

 Kristen Clarke will lead the Justice 
Department’s civil rights division, 
making her the first woman –– and 
first Black woman –– to ever assume 
the role 
 The US Senate on Tuesday narrow-
ly confirmed Kristen Clarke as the 
head of the Justice Department’s civil 
rights division. Clarke, a longtime 
civil rights attorney, is the first 
woman and the first Black woman to 

lead the division, which was estab-
lished in 1957. 
 She is expected to oversee investi-
gations into issues including police 
misconduct and restrictive voting 
laws, USA Today reports. Clarke is 
known for her work on voting rights. 
 The daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants who rose from a Brooklyn 
housing project to earn degrees from 
Harvard and Columbia Law School, 

Ms. Clarke is best known as a leading 
advocate for voting rights protec-
tions. 
 Her expertise will make her a key 
player in the administration’s effort 
to push back on laws that could re-
strict access to the ballot box. 
 Clarke was confirmed by a Senate 
vote of 51 to 48, largely along party 
lines. 

P resident Joe Biden revealed a $6 
trillion national budget proposal 
for the 2022 fiscal year on Friday. 

The budget focuses on infrastructure, 
education and climate change propos-
als in an effort to “reimagine” the Amer-
ican economy and boost the middle 
class. 

The budget proposes higher taxes for 
corporations and high-earning Ameri-
cans in an effort to redistribute wealth 
to the middle class. If approved, the 
budget would also push US debt to the 
highest level it has been in decades. 
The budget projects a drop in the un-
employment rate over the next few 
years. The budget drops the Hyde 
Amendment, which is a decades-old ban 
on federal funding for abortion. The 
budget would increase military spend-
ing by about 2.7 percent. 

“Congressional Democrats look forward 
to working with the Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration to enact this visionary 
budget, which will pave the path to 
opportunity and prosperity for our na-
tion,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
in a released statement Friday. “The 
Biden Budget is a budget For The Peo-
ple.” 

Economists, Wall Street investors and 
the broader public are weighing 
whether this happily ever after eco-
nomics is believable. Former Treasury 
Secretary Larry Summers, a veteran of 
the Clinton and Obama White Houses, is 
among those warning loudly that such a 
massive infusion of government spend-
ing so quickly could cause unwanted 
inflation where prices rise sharply. 
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Kristen Clarke will lead the Justice 
Department’s civil rights division

 US NEWS   

By Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

Kristen Clarke was ceremonially sworn in at the Justice Department by Vice President Harris as Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights. 

Republicans 
block creation 
of January 6 
commission 

 US NEWS   

By Kentnco & Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporters

Biden unveils $6 
trillion budget 

proposal 
 US NEWS   

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter
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 A Las Vegas woman has been 
indicted by a federal grand jury 
for conspiracy to export goods 
from the United States to Iran, in 
violation of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA) and the Iranian Transac-
tions and Sanctions Regulations. 
 A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
indictment  unsealed yesterday, 
Tina Chen, 47 — aka Ya When 
Chen, Wen Tina Chen, Tina Dun-
bar, and Tina Dubner — is the 
owner of Top One Zone, LLC, a 
company exporting electronic 
and computer components that 
Chen operates from her resi-
dence. As alleged, from about 
November 2015 to May 2019, 
Chen conspired with others to 
buy and export goods from com-
panies in the United States, and 
then send those goods to indi-

viduals in Iran through compa-
nies in Hong Kong. Chen con-
cealed the identities of the end 
users, and she did not have a 
license from the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) of the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury. 
 Chen is charged with one 
count of conspiracy to unlawfully 
export goods to Iran. Chen made 
her initial court appearance to-
day before U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Nancy J. Koppe, who scheduled a 
jury trial for July 26. If convicted, 
Chen faces a statutory maximum 
penalty of 20 years’ imprison-
ment and a $1,000,000 fine. A 
federal district court judge will 
determine any sentence after 
considering the U.S. Sentencing 
Guidelines and other statutory 
factors 

 Assistant Attorney General 
John C. Demers for the Justice 
Department’s National Security 
Division, Acting U.S. Attorney 
Christopher Chiou for the Dis-
trict of Nevada and Special Agent 
in Charge Aaron C. Rouse of the 
FBI made the announcement. 
 The FBI’s Las Vegas Field Of-
fice and the Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of Industry 
and Security, Office of Export 
Enforcement are investigating 
the case. 
 A s s i s t a n t U . S . A t t o r n e y 
Nicholas Dickinson of the District 
of Nevada and Trial Attorney 
Matthew J. McKenzie of the Na-
tional Security Division’s Coun-
terintelligence and Export Con-
trol Section are prosecuting the 
case.

 The Biden-Harris Administra-
tion Friday submitted to Con-
gress the President’s Budget for 
fiscal year 2022. As the Adminis-
trat ion continues to make 
progress defeating the pandemic 
and getting our economy back on 
track, the Budget makes historic 
investments that will help the 
country build back better.  
 The Budget prioritizes the 
Secretary’s key principles: ensur-
ing  safety;  fostering  economic 
strength and   good-paying Amer-
ican  jobs;  creating  equitable 
access to opportunity;  tackling 
the climate crisis and making our 
infrastructure more resilient; and 
transforming  our nation’s  in-
frastructure.  
 “This budget reflects our Ad-
ministration’s priorities, and 
responds to our countr y’s 
needs,” said U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg. “It will 
start giving America the tools to 
get back to work, modernize our 
infrastructure, combat the cli-
mate crisis, and build equity into 
our transportation system so 
everyone can get around safely 
and affordably.”  
 The  FY 2022 President’s  Bud-
get also  includes the President’s 
American Jobs Plan,  which will 
transform our crumbling in-
frastructure,  create millions of 
jobs, strengthen our economy 
and finally address  long needed 
investment in our roads and 
bridges, railways, aviation, and 
por ts . The American  Jobs 
P l a n  w o u l d  i n v e s t 
an  additional  $621 billion in 
transportation infrastructure and 
resilience.   
 At USDOT the  President’s FY 
2 0 2 2  B u d g e t  $ 8 8 b i l l i o n 
request would:  
 Expand transit and increase 
support for low and no emis-
sions transit.  To help provide 
m o r e e q u i t a b l e 
transportation  and address the 
climate crisis  this year’s budget 
calls for $13.5  billion for transit 
including: $2.5 billion for Capital 
Investment Grants – a $459 mil-
lion increase -- to accelerate 
transit system projects under-
way and to support new projects 
that are ready to move through 
the approval pipeline, and $550 
million for Transit Infrastructure 
Grants – of which $250 million 
will support the popular Zero 
Emission Bus Program.   
 Increase support for Amtrak 
and create a new competitive 
program to modernize, develop 

and expand passenger rail ser-
vice.  In order to create more 
m o d e r n , r e l i a b l e 
and  accessible  intercity passen-
ger rail, this year’s budget  pro-
poses $2.7 billion for Amtrak – a 
35 percent increase in financial 
support for the railroad that will 
accelerate track renewal, reno-
vate aging stations, refresh the 
existing capital fleet, and address 
maintenance needs throughout 
the system. It also proposes $625 
million for a new competitive 
Passenger Rail Improvement, 
Modernization, and Expansion 
program – known as PRIME 
Grants –  to modernize and de-
velop passenger rail service and 
expand existing rail corridors 
throughout the country.  This 
funding is a down payment on 
the $20 billion that the American 
Jobs Plan would provide to ex-
pand passenger rail.   
 Strengthen the Department’s 
work to create a more equitable 
transportation system for all 
Americans.  To advance the De-
partment’s goals of creating 
a  more equitable transportation 
system this year ’s budget 
would  invest $110 million to cre-
ate a new Thriving Communities 
program that will establish a new 
office to support communities 
with eliminating persistent 
transportation barriers and in-
creasing access to jobs, school, 
and businesses.  The American 
Job Plan would provide $5 billion 
to fund this program.  The bud-
get  also proposes boosting the 
budget of the  Departmental Of-
fice of Civil Rights  by  30%  to 
support oversight of both inter-
nal and external civil rights pro-
grams, including the Disadvan-
taged Business Enterprise pro-
gram.  
 Increase safety on the nation’s 
roadways.  To advance our com-
mitment to ensuring the safety of 
all road users this year’s budget 
proposes  $1 billion  for the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration to support the 
Agency’s core safety programs 
and activities. This includes a $50 
million increase for Vehicle Safe-
ty Programs, to advance the 
equitable development and im-
plementation of safe vehicle 
technologies, keep pace with the 
rapid innovation in vehicle elec-
tronics and automated driving 
systems, and ensure the safety of 
alternative-fuel vehicles.  The 
American Jobs Plan would invest 
an additional $20 billion in safe-
ty including increases to existing 
safety programs and a new “Safe 
Streets for All” program to fund 
State and local “vision zero” or 
other similar plans to reduce 
crashes and fatalities, especially 
for people walking and biking.   

 Ensure safe and more sustain-
able av iat ion .  This year ’s 
budget proposes $18.5 billion for 
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, including  $11.4 billion for 
operations,  $17.4 million  of 
which would strengthen Aviation 
Safety Oversight and begin ad-
dressing the requirements of the 
Aircraft Certification Safety and 
Accountability Act.  It also pro-
poses  $1 billion to improve the 
physical condition of FAA facili-
ties that house the workforce 
and technology at the heart of 
the FAA’s air traffic control sys-
tem.  In keeping with the Biden-
Harris  Administration’s goal to 
cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
50% by 2030 this year’s budget 
proposes  $88.5 million for clean 
climate research activities to 
reduce the impact of aviation on 
climate change and air quality.   
 Support the creation of mod-
ern American infrastructure. This 
year’s budget calls for $1 billion 
for the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity (RAISE) grants – for-
merly known as TIGER/BUILD 
Grants – to assist localities that 
are undertaking innovative in-
frastructure projects. The Ameri-
can Jobs Plan calls for signifi-
cantly increasing the funding 
available for the popular and 
oversubscribed RAISE and INFRA 
programs, as well as  creating a 
$25 bi l l ion Transformative 
Projects Fund for projects that 
are too large, complex or innova-
tive to fit within existing pro-
grams.   
 The  USDOT budget also  pro-
vides more detail on the propos-
als included in the President’s 
American Jobs Plan  than had 
been previously released.  The 
President’s plan invests an addi-
tional $621 billion in transporta-
t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a n d 
resilience:  
 Within this amount, $540 bil-
lion would reside in the Depart-
ment of Transportation for its 
programs allocated over a five-
year period, and is in addition to 
the base amounts included in the 
FY 22 Budget request.   
 Separately,  the American Jobs 
P l a n  a l s o p r o v i d e s $ 5 0 
billion to make our infrastructure 
more resilient of which $7.5 bil-
lion would be provided to the 
Department of Transportation.  
 In addition to details on in-
vestments in core assets, the 
budget provides detail on multi-
ple new transportation pro-
grams, including but not limited 
to:  Community Transportation 
Block Grants, Safe Streets for All, 
Build a National Electric Vehicles 
Charging Network, Advanced 
Research Projects Agency-In-
frastructure (ARPA-I)  

Jury convicts West Virginia 
doctor of drug distribution 
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 Senate Republicans exercised 
their first legislative filibuster of 
the Biden presidency on Friday 
to block debate on a bill that 
would establish a 9/11-style 
commission to investigate the 
January 6 attack on the US Capi-
tol building. 
 Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer accused Republicans of 
being “enveloped” by former 
president Trump’s unsubstanti-
ated claims about the 2020 elec-
tion following Friday’s vote. 

 Minority Leader McConnell 
organized GOP opposition to the 
bill this week, calling the com-
mission “extraneous” on Thurs-
day. 
 House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
did not rule out appointing a 
select committee to investigate 
the Capitol attack, according to 
CBS News. 
 GOP lawmakers expressed 
early opposition to the formation 
of the January 6 commission in 
spite of support from a handful 
of their fellow Senate Republi-
cans, exercising the first fili-
buster of the Biden era. 

 The speaker “hasn’t ruled out” 
the formation of a select commit-
tee to probe the January 6 US 
Capitol attack, according to CBS 
News. He has yet to respond to 
the Senate decision on Friday. 
 Senator Joe Manchin criticized 
his GOP colleagues on Friday and 
apologized for the chamber’s 
inability to move the measure 
forward. The West Virginia De-
mocrat dismissed the idea on 
Thursday of killing the Senate 
filibuster to pass the commission 
bill. 

 Families with young children 
will get a little more help pur-
chasing groceries soon. While 
hungry school children have 
been able to take advantage of 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit 
Transfer (P-EBT) food benefits 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
for the first time, many of Min-
nesota’s youngest children will 
now be eligible for food benefits 
through the new P-EBT 5 and 
Younger program.  
 Beginning in late May, the 
Minnesota Department of Human 
Services will issue the first set of 
benefits – $75 per child per 
month – for approximately 
81,000 children who were 5 years 
old or younger on Oct. 1, 2020, 
and who have been enrolled in 
the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, the Minnesota 
Family Investment Program or 
Tribal Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families in any month 
since Oct. 1, 2020.  
 Families do not need to take 
any action for their children to 
receive this benefit. The Depart-
ment of Human Services will 
notify families via text or U.S. 
mail if they are eligible for P-EBT 
5 and Younger. Families who 
have not been receiving P-EBT 
texts can sign up for them by 
completing the P-EBT Help Form. 
 P-EBT 5 and Younger applies 
from October 2020 through May 
2021 and will only be issued for 
months in which children did not 
receive a school-based P-EBT 
benefit. Families with more than 
one child 5 years old and 

younger will receive a benefit for 
each child.  
 “The P-EBT 5 and Younger 
program will ensure more chil-
dren eat healthy meals each 
day,” said Human Services Com-
missioner Jodi Harpstead. “While 
we are pleased we’ve been able 
to help hundreds of thousands of 
school children so far, we recog-
nize that many more children – 
the youngest – still need help.” 

New school-based benefit 
also available 

 About 14,000 additional chil-
dren, some of whom were 5 years 
and younger, may now qualify for 
a school-based P-EBT benefit if 
they are approved to receive free 
or reduced-price meals through 
the National School Lunch Pro-
gram. Beginning in May, the De-
partment of Human Services will 
send new P-EBT cards already 
loaded with benefits based on 
the school’s learning model for 
each eligible child for September 
2020 through February 2021. 
After that, cards will be loaded 
with additional monthly benefits 
for eligible children. 
 “Ensuring our youngest Min-
nesotans are receiving meals is 
critical to their growth and de-
velopment,” said Education 
Commissioner Dr. Heather 
Mueller. “I’m excited the P-EBT 
program is expanding to serve 
children ages 5 and younger so 
all Minnesota children can ac-
cess the meals they need.” 

What families should do 

 The Minnesota Department of 
Human Services urges families to 
make sure their children’s 
schools have their current in-

formation, including a completed 
application for free and reduced-
price meals, before the end of 
the school year so that they will 
b e c o n s i d e r e d f o r P - E B T 
benefits.  
 There are some instances 
where children may qualify for a 
P-EBT 5 and Younger benefit 
through their public assistance 
eligibility and through their 
school-based eligibility. In those 
instances, the child would re-
ceive the school-based benefit 
only. Not all young students, 
including those in Head Start 
programs, are eligible for the 
school-based benefit. However, 
these children may still be eligi-
ble for a P-EBT 5 and Younger 
benefit.  
 By the end of May, nearly 
286,000 Minnesota children age 
18 and younger will have re-
ceived school-based P-EBT bene-
fits, and Minnesota will have 
issued approximately $175 mil-
lion in school-based P-EBT bene-
fits for the 2020-2021 school year. 

More information 

 For answers to questions, 
families can get assistance in 
multiple languages by complet-
ing the P-EBT Help Form or by 
calling the P-EBT Hotline at 
651-431-4608 or 833-454-0153 
Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. beginning in 
early June. The hotline staff do 
not have access to case-specific 
information about P-EBT 5 and 
Younger so cannot answer indi-
vidual eligibility questions until 
early June. For school-based 
benefits questions, families 
should contact the hotline; 
schools do not have capacity to 
field these calls at this time.

Food benefits coming soon for young 
children in Minnesota 

The United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. Photo by Michael Judkins on Pexels.com 
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 A federal jury convicted a 
West Virginia doctor Thursday 
for prescribing a buprenorphine 
product in violation of the Con-
trolled Substances Act. 
 According to court documents 
and evidence presented at trial, 
Sriramloo Kesari, M.D., 78, of 
Charleston distributed the drug 
Suboxone outside the scope of 
professional practice and not for 
a legitimate medical purpose. 
Kesari, who was at times physi-

cally located in California, oper-
ated a cash-only operation 
whereby he would sign prescrip-
tions that his employee would 
distribute in exchange for cash 
payments. Although Suboxone is 
approved as a drug for treating 
opioid addiction, Kesari provid-
ed no meaningful addiction 
treatment and instead, pre-
scribed Suboxone to an under-
cover DEA agent who was 
demonstrating clear signs that 
the Suboxone was being diverted 
or sold on the street. 
 Kesari is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on Aug. 25, and faces a 
maximum penalty of 20 years in 
prison. A federal district court 
judge will determine any sen-
tence after considering the U.S. 

Sentencing Guidelines and other 
statutory factors. 
 Acting Assistant Attorney 
General Nicholas L. McQuaid of 
the Justice Department’s Crimi-
nal Division; Acting U.S. Attorney 
Lisa G. Johnston of the Southern 
District of West Virginia; and 
Special Agent in Charge J. Todd 
Scott of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) Louisville 
Field Office made the announce-
ment. The DEA investigated the 
case. 
 Assistant Chief Kilby Macfad-
den and Trial Attorneys Dermot 
Lynch, Andrew Barras and 
Maryam Adeyola of the Criminal 
Division’s Fraud Section are 
prosecuting the case.

U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg Unveils $88 billion FY 

2022 Budget Proposal 
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President Joe Biden addresses 
the rise of anti-semitic attacks 

 The following is a complete 
transcription of President Joe 
Biden’s statement on the rise of 
anti-semitic crimes and attacks, 
which has seen a steady in-
crease across the globe. 

–––––––––– 

 “In the last weeks, our nation 
has seen a series of anti-Semitic 
attacks, targeting and terrorizing 
American Jews. 
 We have seen a brick thrown 
through window of a Jewish-
owned business in Manhattan, a 
swastika carved into the door of 
a synagogue in Salt Lake City, 
families threatened outside a 
restaurant in Los Angeles, and 
museums in Florida and Alaska, 

dedicated to celebrating Jewish 
life and culture and remembering 
the Holocaust, vandalized with 
anti-Jewish messages. 
 These attacks are despicable, 
unconscionable, un-American, 
and they must stop. 
 I will not allow our fellow 
Americans to be intimidated or 
attacked because of who they are 
or the faith they practice. 
 We cannot allow the toxic 
combination of hatred, danger-
ous lies, and conspiracy theories 
to put our fellow Americans at 
risk. 
 As Attorney General Garland 
announced yesterday, the De-
partment of Justice will be de-
ploying all of the tools at its dis-
posal to combat hate crimes. 

 In recent days, we have seen 
that no community is immune. 
We must all stand together to 
silence these terrible and terrify-
ing echoes of the worst chapters 
in world history, and pledge to 
give hate no safe harbor. 
 May is Jewish American Her-
itage Month, when we honor 
Jewish Americans who have 
inextricably woven their experi-
ence and their accomplishments 
into the fabric of our national 
identity; overcoming the pain of 
history, and helping lead our 
struggle for a more fair, just, and 
tolerant society. 
 Let us all take up that work 
and create a nation that stands 
for, and stands up for, the dignity 
and safety of all of our people.

https://pebthelp.state.mn.us/
https://pebthelp.state.mn.us/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/white-concrete-buildinh-1146358/
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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 “The Sandman,” the ambi-
tious, much anticipated new 
Netflix series based on Neil 
Gaiman’s iconic work of fantasy 
is waking up. 
 We’ve known that it was in the 
works for nearly two years now, 
but for much of that time, we’ve 
heard very little about it. It’s like 
it’s been sleeping, off on its own 
l i t t l e a d v e n t u re s t h ro u g h 
Dream’s kingdom, while all we 
fans could do is wait, perhaps a 
little impatiently, and always 
with the sort of excitement that 
comes about when a book loved 
by generations of fans goes be-
fore the cameras for the first 
time. Every now and then, the 

slumbering series would stir, and 
we’d get a hint of what was in 
store. Earlier this year, The 
Sandman awoke, briefly, and told 
us a few things that it had 
dreamt during the night. We 
learned that Velvet Buzzsaw’s 
Tom Sturridge would be playing 
Dream — aka Morpheus, the 
character at the heart of the 
saga. We discovered that The 
Sandman’s Lucifer will be played 
by none other than Gwendoline 
Christie (who we imagine will 
find Hell to be far less stressful 
then Westeros). But there was 
still so much we didn’t know and 
eventually, “The Sandman” 
seemed to return to its hiberna-
tion, silent once again. 
 But suddenly, the magnificent 
creature is stirring again, and 
while we can’t know for sure, it 
sure feels like “The Sandman” 
may be about to wake for good. It 
started Monday, when Netflix 
teased The Sandman as part of 

its upcoming “Geeked Week.” But 
things really got going this morn-
ing, when none other than Neil 
Gaiman himself introduced us to 
more of “The Sandman’s” core 
cast. Our last casting announce-
ment left off a few key roles — 
Death, Desire, Despair, Rose 
Walker, John Dee and Matthew 
the Raven, to name a few. Now, 
all those characters and more 
are in place, and we’ve started to 
get a sense of just what we might 
be in for when “The Sandman” 
hits the screen for the very first 
time. 
 You should by all means read 
Gaiman’s full blog post about the 
new cast. He shares what the 
experience seeing The Sandman 
brought to film has been like 
after wrapping the original Verti-
go series 25 years ago. But for 
the newly announced cast mem-
bers and Gaiman’s thoughts on  

See Sandman on page 8 

Picking up directly from “In-
finite Frontier no. 0,” when 
our heroes saved the Mul-

tiverse from Perpetua in  Dark 
“Nights: Death Metal,” everything 
was put back where it be-
longed…and we do mean every-
thing. All the damage from all the 
Crises was undone, and heroes 
long thought gone returned from 
whatever exile they had been in. 
 Most of them, at least. Alan 
Scott, the Green Lantern from the 
Justice Society of America, has 
noticed some of his allies are still 
missing in action, and he’s de-
termined to find them. There are 
others, though, who would 
rather remain hidden than ex-
plain themselves, like Roy Harp-
er, a.k.a. Arsenal, a man who 
should be dead but now is not. 
 What does all this mean for 
the DCU’s place in the Multi-
verse? On opposite sides of a 
dimensional divide, both Barry 
Allen and President Superman 
ponder this question. Not to 
mention the Darkseid of it all! Or 
a team of Multiversal heroes 
called Justice Incarnate. 
 “Infinite Frontier no. 1,”  writ-
ten by Joshua Williamson with 
art by Xermanico, a cover by 
Mitch Gerads and a card stock 
variant cover by Bryan Hitch, 
publishes on June 22. Add this 
Multiverse-defining new series to 
your pull list! 
 Just a week later, get an inside 
l o o k i n t o t h e c a s t 
of “Infinite Frontier!” Do you have 
the lowdown on all the charac-
ters starring in DC’s summer 
blockbuster? If not,  “Infinite 
Frontier: Secret Files”  will tell 
you everything you’re dying to 
know. Take a look inside Director 
Bones personal database for 

stories featuring Jade and Obsid-
ian, the children of the original 
Green Lantern; Psycho–Pirate, 
the scourge of many a Crisis on 
many an Earth; President Super-
man, the Mutliverse’s ultimate 
beacon of hope; Roy Harper, 
back from the dead; and just who 
are the Totality…?! Featuring six 
stories set in DC’s Infinite Fron-
tier! 
 “Infinite Frontier: Secret Files 
no. 1 ,”  written by Joshua 
Williamson, Brandon Thomas, 
Stephanie Phillips and Dan Wat-
ters with art by Inaki Miranda, 
Valentine De Landro, Stephen 
Byrne, Phil Hester and Christo-
pher Mitten, featuring a cover by 
Bryan Hitch, publishes on June 
29. 
 And then in July, the mysteries 
deepen! How is Roy Harper alive? 
Who abducted Jade? In  “Infinite 
Frontier no. 2,” what secrets and 
changes lurk inside the newly 
expanded Multiverse? The devi-
ous Director Bones of the D.E.O. 
re-forms a ragtag team to keep 
the new worlds at bay, but was 
highly skilled agent Cameron 
Chase recruited because the 
director needs her help, or be-
cause he wants a patsy when 
things go south? Meanwhile, Alan 
Scott, the original Green Lantern, 
takes drastic measures to find 
his missing daughter. Someone 
has kidnapped Jade, and Alan’s 
going to find out why and bring 
her home. Plus, the resurrection 
of Roy Harper gives the former 
Teen Titan some unexpected and 
unpredictable new powers. 
 Two weeks later “Infinite Fron-
tier no. 3”  arrives, and all you 
need to know is that Barry 
Allen’s history with the Psycho-
Pirate isn’t pleasant. The Flash 

encoun-
t e r e d 
this mind-
b e n d i n g 
villain all the 
way back in 
the original Crisis 
on Infinite Earths, and it did not 
end well for the Scarlet Speed-
ster. For the first time since his 
death and rebirth, Barry runs 
afoul of this foe — hopefully it 
will go better this time around! 
That is, if the even bigger villain 
behind the Pirate stays out of the 
fray, or if President Superman of 
Justice Incarnate sticks around 
to help win the day. 
 “Infinite Frontier  no. 2,”  writ-
ten by Joshua Williamson with 
art by Xermanico, Paul Pelletier, 
& Jesús Merino, a cover by Mitch 
Gerads and a card stock variant 
cover by Bryan Hitch, publishes 
on July 13.  “Infinite Frontier no. 
3,” written by Joshua Williamson 
with art by Xermanico, Paul Pel-
letier, and Jesús Merino, a cover 
by Mitch Gerads and a card 
stock variant cover by Bryan 
Hitch, publishes on July 27. Let 
your Local Comic Shop know you 
want this Multiverse-defining 
new series on your pull list! 
 Coming up in August, the Mul-
tiverse’s Finest clash. In  “Infinite 
Frontier no. 4,” President Super-
man finds himself in the wrong 
world, and it isn’t looking good. 
Bones and Chase attempt to stop 
super-powered heroes and vil-
lains from crossing Multiversal 
lines. If they can shut down the 
President of Steel, they think that 
it will serve as a signal to all to 
not mess with Earth-0! This is 
only a distraction, however, as 

See Infinite Frontier on page 8 
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The “War of the Bounty Hunters” arc 
continues but this time from the per-
spective of one bounty hunter, Beilert 
Valance. In “Star Wars: Bounty Hunters,” 
Valance has his own reasons for track-
ing down carbonite-frozen Han Solo and 
going after fellow bounty hunter Boba 
Fett. 

In “Star Wars: Bounty Hunters no. 12,” 
Beilert Valance is a man on the run from 
two bounty hunters, Zuckuss and 4-
LOM. After saving the Rebel Alliance 
ship The Spirit of Jedha at the cost of 
his own ship, the Broken Wing, Valance 
has stolen a ship from Hondo Ohnaka’s 
old gang with fellow bounty hunter 
Dengar. While avoiding laser fire in an 
asteroid field, Valance and the bounty 
hunters all over the galaxy learn of a 
lucrative job that feeds the fire that is 
the “War of the Bounty Hunters.” 

Up until now, I have not read “Star 
Wars: Bounty Hunters,” so in the spirit 
of “The War of the Bounty Hunters” and 
being a “Star Wars” fan, I decided to 
give it a read. I realized that I have been 
missing out. Ethan Sacks has made an 
original bounty hunter story that is not 
centered around Boba Fett but a cy-
borg. 

The comic series centers around Beilert 
Valance, hailing from the mining planet 
Chorin, who was a TIE Fighter pilot, 
who served in the Galactic Empire 
alongside future smuggler Han Solo. 
This story was chronicled in the comic 
“Star Wars: Han Solo Imperial Cadet” 
which takes place a few years before 
“Solo: A Star Wars Story.” 

During their days in the Imperial Acad-
emy on Carida, Valance and Solo had 
formed a rivalry with the former claim-
ing that he was a prodigy and a rising 
star within the Empire.  However, push-
ing aside animosity, Solo saved 
Valance’s life during a mission when 
Valance’s TIE Fighter was shot down. 
The experience left Valance with one leg 
and he was demoted to a stormtrooper 
who was eventually discharged due to 
more injuries. Valance’s injuries were so 
grave that he was made into a cyborg 
by the Empire (Think of Arnold 
Swartzenegger’s Terminator fighting for 
the Empire).  

When reading “Bounty Hunters,” I also 
learned Valance had left a life behind on 
his home planet Chorin. He had come 
from a mining family and had a girl-
friend named Yuralla Vega, who would 
join the Rebel Alliance and marry an 
officer in the resistance movement. 
After his experiences with serving un-
der the Empire, Valance realized that he 
threw away what was most important to 
him rather than becoming the best pilot 
in the Empire: a life with Yuralla.  As a 
result of the Empire dropping him like a 
sack of potatoes despite being ardently 
loyal, Valance grew bitter and became a 
bounty hunter.   

The character of Valance is no stranger 
to the Star Wars Universe. The charac-
ter debuted in the 1978 comic “Star 
Wars no.16” where he was also a cyborg 
for the Galactic Empire. He had several 
run-ins with Jedi apprentice Luke Sky-
walker and his friends and like his 
canon counterpart, hated droids. How-
ever, the actions of Luke inspired 
Valance to act more heroically and 
eventually saved the galaxy from a mad 
woman hellbent on unleashing a horri-
ble pandemic on the galaxy by using 
Great Life Jewels. Valance made a hero-
ic sacrifice by taking the jewels that 
restored his human form and plunging 
into a star with a smile on his face.  

The Valance in the canon comic is very 
similar to his pre-Disney counterpart. 
Both were ardent imperials who  be-
came disillusioned with the Empire and 
desired nothing more than to be as hu-
man as possible. In a sense, Valance 
shares many traits with Han Solo and  

See bounty hunters on page 8  

A  line-up of DC's August comic book 
titles are set to receive variant cov-
ers inspired by ‘The Suicide Squad,’ 

a new film from Warner Bros. Pictures and 
DC. 
  
Task Force X is busting out of Belle Reve 
and into theaters and HBO Max on Aug. 6, 
2021 but that’s not enough time in the sun 
for DC’s most dangerous. 
  
They’re also breaking into your local comic 
shop this August, with an exclusive series 
of variant covers inspired by the upcoming 
movie from James Gunn and Warner Bros. 
Pictures. There’s  not one, not two, but 
THREE covers featuring fan-favorite Polka-
Dot Man, as well as other, lesser-known 
characters like Harley Quinn, Peacemaker, 
and King Shark.  

————— 
The full list of titles and  

artists include: 

• Batman no. 111, variant cover by Lucio 
Parrillo 
On sale August 3, $5.99 

• Blue and Gold no. 2, variant cover by Jason 
Howard 
On sale August 17, $3.99 

• Catwoman no. 34, variant cover by Steve 
Lieber & Marrisa Louise 
On sale August 17, $4.99 

• The Flash no. 773, variant cover by Alan 
Quah 
On sale August 17, $4.99 

• Future State: Gotham no. 4, variant cover by 
Dima Ivanov 
On sale August 10, $4.99 

• Green Lantern no. 5, variant cover by Felipe 
Massagera  
On sale August 3, $5.99 

• Harley Quinn no. 6, variant cover by Riccar-
do Federici 
On sale August 24, $4.99 

• Infinite Frontier no. 4, variant cover by John 
K Snyder 
On sale August 10, $4.99 

See The Suicide Squad on page 8 
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Bounty Hunters  
Continued from page 7 

the former Anakin Skywalker, 
Darth Vader. Like Solo, Valance 
left his life and a lover behind to 
join the Empire to become one of 
the best pilots in the galaxy. And 
like the fallen Jedi, Valance’s 
cybernetics had made him more 
machine than man.  
 But Valance is no smuggler or 
force user. He is a bounty hunter 
who is on the run and trying to 
survive while his past catches up 
to him. And that past involves 
the man who saved his life: Han 
Solo.  
 In “Bounty Hunters no. 12” 
Dengar lets slip that Valance’s 
rival Boba Fett is in possession 
of Han Solo (Spoilers: Fett had 
just lost Solo, see “Star Wars: War 
of the Bounty Hunters Alpha”). 
This causes  Valance’s mission 
focus to change. The cyborg 
bounty hunter’s mission changed 
from saving a young girl birthed 
from two heirs from rivaling 
gangs from the planet Corellia,  
saving a Rebel freighter, and 
finally finding Solo and settling 
the score with Boba Fett. How-
ever, bounty hunter Zuckuss and 
his deadly and faithful protocol 
droid 4-LOM are hot on their tail 
and shooting at them through an 
asteroid field. 
 While under fire, Dengar in-
quires why Valance is so fixated 
on Solo and we are taken to a 
flashback when Valance is trying 
to look for work as a bounty 
hunter. This occurred after the 
botched bounty hunter job that 
involved Valance’s mentor 
Nakana Lash, Bossk, and Boba 
Fett. 
 Desperate for credits (curren-
cy in the Star Wars Universe), 
Valance takes up a job to assas-
sinate a smuggler who turns out 
to be Han Solo. Valance refuses 
to kill Han and gets into a scuffle 
with the bounty hunter who 
hired him. Shocked and angry, 
Han asks Valance why he would 
attack him and tells the cyborg 
that he thought they were 
friends. Chewie carries an angry 
Han aboard the Millennium Fal-
con. As the Falcon takes off, 
Valance mutters that he is sorry.  
 Back in the present, Dengar, 
being the sly bounty hunter that 
he is, prevents Zuckuss and 4-
LOM form firing on their ship by 
telling them that Jabba the Hutt 
has put on a bounty on Boba 
Fett’s head and that he knows 
exactly where Fett is located. By 
the end of the comic, every 
bounty hunter in the galaxy, 
whether for credits or for their 
own reasons, wants a piece of 
Fett. 
 As I have stated before, I felt 
that Sack was similar to “Star 
Wars” characters like Han Solo 
and Anakin Skywalker/Darth 
Vader. A man, like Vaderm who 
became more machine than man 
who was robbed of promise and 
humanity by the Galactic Empire 
while, like young Han, agreeing 
to leave all that he loved behind. 
As I read the comic, Sack’s writ-
ing made me wonder how differ-
ent the Star Wars Universe would 
be if Han Solo’s and Valance’s 
roles were reversed since they 
are very similar. 
 Would Valance still see that 
the real reason for fighting was 
for the ones loved rather than an 
Empire run by a self-proclaimed 
Emperor? Could you imagine a 
cyborg Han grieving at the loss of 
his humanity and the thought of 
Qi’ra seeing him as such? This 
issue is a reminder that Sacks did 
not just write a comic about 

badass bounty hunters. It is a 
sad story of a man trying to 
come to grips with being made 
into a mechanical monstrosity. 
His struggle is almost like the 
creature from Mary Shelly’s 
Frankenstein. He knows he’s 
different and he’s reminded of it 
everyday.  
 Valance feels that he owes Han 
more than just a thank you for 
saving his life back during their 
days as cadets. He feels that the 
only way he could repay Solo is 
by getting him out of Fett’s 
clutches. And since Solo is tech-
nically a member of the Rebel 
Alliance and Valance is no 
stranger with doing deals with 
the freedom fighting organiza-
tion, I have no doubt that he 
would do whatever he could to 
try to bring the smuggler back to 
Princess Leia. But at what cost?  
After all, Valance of all people 
would know what it would be like 
to be away from someone he 
loves for so long.  
 Aside from the melancholy 
that we see Valance experience, 
this issue, like other issues in the 
series, has its funny moments. 
My favorite moment was when 
Valance tries to fly into the as-
teroid field with Dengar stating 
“Wait! You can’t just fly into an 
asteroid field!” This was an obvi-
ous nod to “Star Wars: The Em-
pire Strikes Back,” in which Leia 
asks Han “You’re not actually 
going into an asteroid field?” 
 The difference between the 
two asteroid scenes is that in-

stead of encountering one space 
worm like his fellow cadet did, 
Valance ends up encountering at 
least four of them while two 
bounty hunters try to gun him 
down. With Paolo Villanelli’s 
drawings and Arif Prianto’s col-
oring, we see the severity of the 
situation which was thankfully 
averted by Dengar.  
 Speaking of the art, my fa-
vorite scene was a splash of Han 
Solo and Chewbacca which I feel 
shows how much Valance owes 
Han.In the smaller panel below, 
we see Valance shocked at seeing 
his old rival and rescuer.  
 You cannot forget the lettering 
done by Travis Lanham which 
was used in the fight scenes in 
the Valance’s flashback and the 
botched asteroid flight scene. 
The lettering is a reminder that 
this is a comic about bounty 
hunters which means there is 
going to be a lot of shooting and 
hitting which makes me feel as if 
I am watching a “Star Wars” 
movie or TV show.  
 Now that the “War of the 
Bounty Hunters” has been up the 
ante due to the bounty on Boba 
Fett’’s head, what does this mean 
for the other bounty hunters? 
Will Valance live to see Han Solo 
and thank him for saving his life 
or will he die trying to repay his 
debt to a rival turned friend?  
 “Star Wars: Bounty Hunters 
no. 12” is available at your local 
comic book shop or wherever 
comic books are sold. 

Property of Lucasfilm and Marvel 

Property of Lucasfilm and Marvel 

Suicide Squad 
Continued from page 7 

• IInfinite Frontier no. 5, variant 
cover by John K Snyder 
On sale August 24, $5.99 

• The Joker no. 6, variant cover 
by Jonboy Meyers 
On sale August 10, $5.99 

• Suicide Squad no. 6, variant 
cover by Jorge Molina 
On sale August 3, $4.99 

• Superman son of Kal-El no. 2, 
variant cover by Sami Basri 
On sale August 10, $4.99 

• Wonder Woman no. 777, vari-
ant cover by Will Murai 
On sale August 10, $5.99 

It’s a collection of the most de-
generate delinquents in DC’s 
rogues’ gallery—and they’ve 
never looked better.  

  

Infinite Frontier 
Continued from page 7 

Injustice Incarnate begins to 
show them the worst the Multi-
verse has to offer, and only 
Flashpoint Batman is there to 
lend the heroes backup. 
 And then, building towards a 
finale that could mean chaos, or 
crisis, or both for the DC Multi-
verse: what is the Omega Planet? 
In  “Infinite Frontier no. 5,”  Roy 
Harper finds himself forced to do 
things on his own. He’s been 
through a lot since he was Green 
Arrow’s sidekick, and usually, the 
only person he can count on is 
himself. Hence, he’s hiding the 
fact that he’s back from the dead 
from his old friends. He comes 
across Jade, who has also been 
stranded by herself — can he 
help her while letting her help 
him? Because neither of them 
can handle Darkseid all by their 
lonesome. Meanwhile, Barry 
Allen sends out a call: it’s time 
for all the heroes exploring the 
Infinite Frontier to come to the 
Omega Planet. 
 “Infinite Frontier  no. 4,”  writ-
ten by Joshua Williamson with 
art by Xermanico, Paul Pelletier, 
and Jesús Merino, a cover by 
Mitch Gerads and a card stock 
variant cover by Bryan Hitch, 
publishes on August 10.  “Infinite 
Frontier no. 5,” written by Joshua 
Williamson with art by Xermani-
co, Paul Pelletier, and Jesús 
Merino, a cover by Mitch Gerads 
and a card stock variant cover by 
Bryan Hitch, publishes on Au-
gust 24. 
 How will DC’s Multiverse-
spanning summer blockbuster 
end? With the reveal of Flash-
point Batman on the cover of “In-
finite Frontier  no. 4”  by Mitch 
Gerads, everything you think you 
k n o w a b o u t D C ’s  I nfin i t e 
Frontier  gets turned upside 
down! Two more Mitch Gerads 
covers to be revealed! One more 
Bryan Hitch variant cover! And 
did you miss the Darkseid of it 
all!?? Stay tuned for more news 
about DC’s Infinite Frontier! 

Property by DC Comics 

Sandman 
Continued from page 7 

each one, read on… 

–––––––––– 
Kirby Howell-Baptiste 

(She/Her) is Death 

“Dream's wiser, nicer, and much 
more sensible sister. Significantly 
harder to cast than you might 
imagine (well, than I imagined, 
anyway). Hundreds of talented 
women from all around the plan-
et auditioned, and they were 
brilliant, and none of them were 
right. Someone who could speak 
the truth to Dream, on the one 
hand, but also be the person 
you'd want to meet when your 
life was done on the other. And 
then we saw Kirby Howell-Bap-
tiste's (she/her) audition and we 
knew we had our Death.” 

–––––––––– 
Mason Alexander Park 
(They/Them) is Desire 

“Dream's sibling and everything 
you want, whatever you want 
and whoever you are. Desire is 
also trouble for Dream. Families 
are complicated. We had barely 
started looking when Mason 
Alexander Park (they/them) 
reached out on Twitter, and 
threw their hat into the ring. We 
were thrilled when they got the 
part.” 

–––––––––– 
Donna Preston (She/Her) 

is Despair 

“Desire's twin, Dream's sister. 
She is the moment when all hope 
is gone, the bleakest of the End-
less. Donna Preston (she/her) 
will be playing her, and her per-
formance is chilling and sad. You 
feel her pain.” 

–––––––––– 
Jenna Coleman (She/Her) 
is Johanna Constantine 

“Eighteenth Century occult ad-
venturess, John Constantine’s 
great-great-great grandmother. 
This Sandman character became 
so popular that she even had her 
own spin-off series. I created her 
to fill the role that John Constan-
tine does in the past. When we 
broke down the first season, 
given that we knew that we 
would be encountering Johanna 
in the past, we wondered what 
would happen if we met a ver-
sion of her in the present as well. 
We tried it and the script was 
sparkier, feistier, and in some 
ways even more fun. So having 
written her, we just had to cast 
her. Jenna Coleman (she/her) 
gave us the Johanna of our 
dreams — tough, brilliant, tricky, 
haunted and probably doomed.” 

–––––––––– 
Niamh Walsh (She/Her) 
and Joely Richardson 

(She/Her) are Ethel 
Cripps 

“Roderick Burgess's love, John 
Dee's mother, is a small but vital 
role in the comics, but she be-
came more important as we told 
our story. In the 1920s and 30s, 
she is played by Niamh Walsh 
(she/her): a betrayed and deter-
mined young woman seeking to 
survive. In the present day, now 
a woman of a hundred identities 
and a thousand lies, she's played 
by the brilliant Joely Richardson 
(she/her).” 

–––––––––– 
David Thewlis (He/Him) 

is John Dee 

“Ethel's son is dangerous. He was 
driven mad, long ago. Now he's 
out and on a quest for Truth that 
may destroy the world. We need-
ed an actor who could break 
your heart and keep your sympa-
thy while taking you into the 
darkest places. We were lucky 
that David Thewlis (he/him) took 
the part.” 

–––––––––– 
Kyo Ra (She/Her) is Rose 

Walker 

“A young woman on a desperate 
search for her missing brother, 
who finds a family she didn't 
know that she had, and a con-
nection to Dream that neither of 
them can escape. We needed 
someone young who could make 
you care as she ventures into 
some very dangerous places. 
Boyd Holbrook's Corinthian is 
waiting for her, after all. Kyo Ra 
(she/her) achieves that as Rose.” 

–––––––––– 
Razane Jammal (She/Her) 

is Lyta Hall 

“Rose’s friend, a young widow 
mourning her husband Hector. 
Rose doesn't know that Hector 
has started showing up in Lyta's 
dreams, though. Or that strange 
things are happening. Razane 
Jammal (she/her) is Lyta, and 
she's terrific.” 

–––––––––– 
Sandra James Young 

(She/Her) is Unity 
Kinkaid 

“Heiress, Rose's mysterious 
benefactor. She has spent a cen-
tury asleep. Now she's awake, 
having missed out on her life. 
She's played by Sandra James 
Young (she/her).” 

–––––––––– 
Stephen Fry (He/Him) is 

Gilbert 

“Rose Walker's debonair protec-
tor. A dab hand with a paradox 
and a sword cane. Stephen Fry 
(he/him) is a National Treasure, 
and we forget sometimes that 
he's also a remarkable actor. 
Seeing him in costume and make 
up on the dailies made me blink: 
it was as if the comic had come 
to life.” 

–––––––––– 
Patton Oswalt (He/Him) 
is Matthew the Raven 

“Dream’s trusted emissary. A 
raven. I expected our animals to 
be CGI, and was both taken 
aback and thrilled when the 
dailies started coming in, and 
there was Dream talking to... 
well, a raven. But ravens don't 
really talk. The question was, 
could we find an actor who could 
make you care about a dead 
person who was now a bird in 
the Dreaming—one who isn't 
certain what's going on, or 
whether any of this is a good 
idea? And could we find a voice 
performer who was also the kind 
of Sandman fan who used to 
stand in line to get his Sandman 
comics signed? The answer was, 
we could if we asked Patton Os-
walt (he/him). And Patton was 
the first person we asked, and 
the first person we cast, the day 
before we pitched The Sandman 
to Netflix.” 

–––––––––– 

 There’s a lot to absorb there, 
and we’ll leave most of the dis-
cussion and speculation to you, 
the fans. But this second casting 
update suggests a few things — 
largely by which characters are 
missing. With key roles like 
William Shakespeare and the 
Siamese Cat missing, it’s likely 
that the first season of The 
Sandman wil l just take us 
through the first two volumes of 
Gaiman’s saga. In addition, two 
important roles from “Preludes 
and Nocturnes,” the first Sand-
man volume, are also missing—
John Constantine and the Mart-
ian Manhunter. 
 While we don’t know what to 
expect from Netflix’s adaptation 
(consider this your regular re-
minder that we here at DC-
Comics.com don’t know any 
more than you do when it comes 
to DC movies, games and TV), we 
wouldn’t be surprised if Martian 
Manhunter or any other DC su-
perhero just aren’t a part of it. 
They’re really not the point of 
Sandman and their involvement 
would complicate things behind 
the scenes. (Though we could be 
wrong. We’ll see!) The same like-
ly goes for John Constantine, but 
we have to wonder if Gaiman’s 
description of Johanna Constan-
tine — and his mention of using 
her in the present day — sug-
gests that she might fill the role 
that her great-great-great grand-
son played in the original 
comics. Either way, more Jenna 
Coleman is never a bad thing! 
 But that’s enough from us. 
What do you think of this new 
round of casting? Do you agree 
with our casting theories and do 
you have any speculation of your 
own? Also, when do you think 
we’ll get our first photo or trailer 
from the series? Let us know all 
of your Sandman thoughts over 
in the DC Community! 
 After all, if we talk about 
Sandman enough, it might not be 
able to fall back asleep… 
  

https://www.dcuniverseinfinite.com/community-login?redirect-after-register=true&sso=bm9uY2U9OTIyY2FhZTkxNTJkY2UyN2RiOTAwY2Q1NTcyMjI3YWImcmV0dXJuX3Nzb191cmw9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZjb21tdW5pdHkuZGN1bml2ZXJzZWluZmluaXRlLmNvbSUyRnNlc3Npb24lMkZzc29fbG9naW4%3D&sig=2cc175a735dde7c748c4517f571cf7269147dca9776eef90b9818c19ccece405&auto=true&return_path=%2F
https://www.dcuniverseinfinite.com/community-login?redirect-after-register=true&sso=bm9uY2U9OTIyY2FhZTkxNTJkY2UyN2RiOTAwY2Q1NTcyMjI3YWImcmV0dXJuX3Nzb191cmw9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZjb21tdW5pdHkuZGN1bml2ZXJzZWluZmluaXRlLmNvbSUyRnNlc3Npb24lMkZzc29fbG9naW4%3D&sig=2cc175a735dde7c748c4517f571cf7269147dca9776eef90b9818c19ccece405&auto=true&return_path=%2F
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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NASA will design a new set 
of Earth-focused missions 
to provide key informa-

tion to guide efforts related to 
climate change, disaster mitiga-
tion, fighting forest fires, and 
improving real-time agricultural 
processes. 
 With the Earth System Obser-
vatory, each satellite will be 
uniquely designed to comple-
ment the others, working in tan-
dem to create a 3D, holistic view 
of Earth, from bedrock to at-
mosphere. 
 “I’ve seen firsthand the impact 
of hurricanes made more intense 
and destructive by climate 
change, like Maria and Irma. The 
Biden-Harris Administration’s 
response to climate change 
matches the magnitude of the 
threat: a whole of government, all 
hands-on-deck approach to meet 
this moment,” said NASA Admin-
istrator Sen. Bill  Nelson.  “Over 
the past three decades, much of 
what we’ve learned about the 
Earth’s changing climate is built 
on NASA satellite observations 
and research. NASA’s new Earth 
System Observatory will expand 
that work, providing the world 
with an unprecedented under-
standing of our Earth’s climate 
system, arming us with next-gen-
eration data critical to mitigating 

climate change, and protecting 
our communities in the face of 
natural disasters.” 
 The observatory follows rec-
ommendations from the 2017 
Earth Science Decadal Survey by 
the National Academies of Sci-
ences, Engineering and Medicine, 
which lays out ambitious but 
critically necessary research and 
observation guidance. 
 Areas of focus for the obser-
vatory include Aerosols: An-
swering the critical question of 
how aerosols affect the global 
energy balance, a key source of 
uncertainty in predicting climate 
change. 
 Cloud, Convection, and Pre-
cipitation: Tackling the largest 
sources of uncertainty in future 
projections of climate change, air 
quality forecasting, and predic-
tion of severe weather. 
 Mass Change : Prov id ing 
drought assessment and forecast-
ing, associated planning for water 
use for agriculture, as well as 
supporting natural hazard re-
sponse. 
 Surface Biology and Geology: 
Understanding climate changes 
that impact food and agriculture, 
habitation, and natural re-
sources, by answering open 
questions about the fluxes of 
carbon, water, nutrients, and 

energy within and between 
ecosystems and the atmosphere, 
the ocean, and the Earth. 
 Surface Deformation and 
Change: Quantifying models of 
sea-level and landscape change 
driven by climate change, hazard 
forecasts, and disaster impact 
assessments, including dynamics 
of earthquakes, volcanoes, land-
slides, glaciers, groundwater, and 
Earth’s interior. 
 NASA is currently initiating the 
formulation phase for the obser-
vatory. Among its first integrated 
parts is NASA’s partnership with 
the Indian Space Research Organ-
isation (ISRO), which brings to-
gether two different kinds of 
radar systems that can measure 
changes in Earth’s surface less 
than a half-inch. 
 This capability will be utilized 
in one of the observatory’s first 
missions intended as a pathfind-
er, called NISAR (NASA-ISRO syn-
thetic aperture radar). This mis-
sion will measure some of the 
planet’s most complex processes 
such as ice-sheet collapse and 
natural hazards such as earth-
quakes, volcanoes, and land-
slides. NISAR can assist planners 
and decision makers with manag-
ing both hazards and natural 
resources in the future. 
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I n January 2021, President Biden released 
the National Strategy for the COVID-19 
Response and Pandemic Preparedness.  

The plan is driven by science, data and pub-
lic health to improve the effectiveness of 
our nation’s fight against COVID-19 and to 
restore trust, accountability and a sense of 
common purpose in our response to the 
pandemic. 

The National Strategy provides a roadmap 
to guide America out of the worst public 
health crisis in a century. It is organized 
around the following seven goals: 

Restore trust with the American people; 
Mount a safe, effective, and comprehensive 
vaccination campaign; Mitigate spread 
through expanding masking, testing, data, 
treatments, health care workforce, and 
clear public health standards; Immediately 
expand emergency relief and exercise the 
Defense Production Act; Safely reopen 
schools, businesses, and travel while pro-
tecting workers; Protect those most at risk 
and advance equity, including across racial, 
ethnic and rural/urban lines; Restore U.S. 
leadership globally and build better pre-
paredness for future threats. 

The plan calls on all parts of the federal 
government to contribute its resources — 
facilities, personnel, and expertise — to 
contain the pandemic. Chief among the ef-
forts is a whole-of-government response to 
stand up new federally supported communi-
ty vaccination centers across the country. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
is responding to the President’s call to ac-
tion. In addition to personnel, USDA is offer-
ing its facilities, cold chain infrastructure, 
public health experts, disaster response 
specialists, and footprint in rural areas and 
Tribal communities across the country.  

The USDA claims that they are working 
alongside federal partners to contain the 
pandemic and get the United States econo-
my back on track. 

F eeling communications and con-
nections in the science commu-
nity online have been lacking, 

two high school students teamed up 
and created a social network for sci-
ence lovers all around. 

  
This scientific network, SciLynk, pro-
vides resources and tools to those 
who wouldn’t have had access to them 
before due to certain networks and 
research tools having age restrictions. 
SciLynk will offer students, research 
professors and other science enthusi-
asts a space to reach a diverse audi-
ence by sharing knowledge and con-
necting. 

Arnav Chakravarthy (15) and Arvind 
Kumar (16), met over social media in 
the summer of 2020. The two high 
schoolers bonded over shared inter-
ests in science, business and technol-
ogy, bouncing ideas back and forth on 
how they could get lab internships 
before coming to an idea of SciLynk 
functions.  

Showing the first product to their sci-
ence and math teachers. Since the 
interview with The Seed – The Startup 
Journey in April, Arnav and Arvind 
have been discussing with professors, 
students and scientists to see if they’d 
be interested in their science social 
network idea. 

The teens chose Kickstarter to assist 
with funding. Although the campaign 
site is not yet live, you can follow 
their work by signing up for updates 
or by visiting their Linkedin. 

New NASA Earth Systems  
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mitigate climate change 
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using various source material

Students create 
social network 
for scientists 

By Kentnco 
Daily Planet Reporter

NASA’s new Earth Systems Observatory will guide efforts related to climate change, disaster mitigation, fighting forest fires, and improv-
ing real-time agricultural processes – including helping to better understand Category 4 to 5 hurricanes such as Hurricane Maria, shown 
here in a 2017 thermal image captured by NASA’s Terra satellite. Photo courtesy of NASA. Top photo by Pixabay 

 TECHNOLOGY   

Join the Planet! 

The Daily Planet is looking for talented collabo-
rators and contributors to work with. Artists, 
writers, videographers, podcasters and every 

other creator on the planet is welcome to join an 
already amazing team and community. 

Check out our contribution page for more info! 
dailyplanetdc.com/contribute/

 HEALTH   

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://www.scilynk.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arnavchakravarthy
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arvind-kumar-918a44158
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arvind-kumar-918a44158
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koeb-JToHwg
https://www.scilynk.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scilynkglobal?trk=public_profile_topcard-current-company
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"Throughout the years we have never interfered, until now." Catch the brand new teaser trailer for Marvel Studios' “Eternals”online  
and experience it in theaters this November. Courtesy of Marvel 

May 29, 2021 

HBO Max announces  
ad-supported tier pricing 

————— 
Page 12

‘Superman & Lois’ 1×07  
A Man of Steel for the ages 

 Superman and Lois” has 
shown no sign of stagnation 
while continually amazing fans 
with every episode. The CW’s 
latest superhero installment is 
epic, strong and full of heart. 

This article contains 
spoilers 

 This week’s episode aptly 
titled “Man of Steel,” directed by 
“Arrow’s” David Ramsey, tells us 
a lot about the Stranger played 
by Wolé Parks. The stranger was 
revealed to be none other than 
John Henry Irons and not Lex or 
Alexander Luthor. 
 In the comics John Henry 
Irons / Steel is a superhero who 
takes up the mantle of Superman 
following his death in the iconic 
comic epic, “Death of Superman.” 
Irons managed to do this with a 
mechanized self made suit of 
armor that seemingly replicated 
the power of the man of steel. 
 In the show his story is slight-
ly tweaked, bringing an original 
take to the iconic character. In 
this incarnation, Irons is from 
another universe where he is 
married to Lois Lane (Elizabeth-
Tulloch) and has a daughter 

named Natalie Irons (Tayler 
Buck). 
 I really love how this latest 
Superman show is written. Up 
until this point we had believed 
the stranger to be a Luthor from 
an alternate Earth, but then the 
show throws a curveball. A con-
stant for each episode that al-
ways leaves us reeling. 
 “Superman & Lois” also man-
aged to make Tyler Hoechlin’s 
Superman, a well established 
hero with heart, look maniacally 
m e n a c i n g t h ro u g h o u t t h e 
episode. In John Iron’s flash-
backs with his earths murderous 
Superman we witness Tyler con-
vincingly play an evil version of 
Clark kill Lois Lane. We also wit-
ness Clark’s anger filed ferocity 
as he pulls back a prepared 
punch for Irons. Lois stopped 
Clark in his tracks, driving home 
the fact that Lois is Clark’s con-
nection to humanity which been 
the case in many other Super-
man incarnations. 
 It has also been great to see a 
lot of Clark and Lois (Clois) mo-
ments in these episodes. “Su-
perman & Lois” truly shows their 
history as the best of the Daily 
Planet. 

 Then there’s Lana who is 
played to perfection by Em-
manuelle Chriqui. In this latest 
chapter Lana continues helping 
Lois with the investigation into 
Morgan Edge (Adam Rayner). 
Lana’s husband Kyle (Erik 
Valdez) is unaware of this al-
liance leading me to believe that 
this might cause problems for 
the Kushing family in the future. 
 It doesn’t help the fact that 
one of Lana’s friends is going 
through rough times and comes 
to her for help, and Edge hires 
her even though Lana didn’t 
speak to him about it. This is 
Morgan’s way of showing Lana he 
was watching her every move. 
Lana came to the realization that 
her new recruits for Edge may 
become the subjects of his ex-
perimental empowering se-
quence with Smallville’s stock-
pile of rare Kryptonite. 
 Now, let’s talk about the Kent 
boys. It looks like things are not 
always down hill for Jonathan 
now as it seems he might be 
getting a possible new love inter-
est. Meanwhile, Jordan has 
gained the ability of “Super Hear-
ing.” Throughout the episode we 

See Man of Steel page 12 

By Sanjayan Karthikeyan 
Daily Planet Reporter

Wolé Parks. Photo by Bettina Strauss/The CW 

DC Announces 
‘Superman vs. 

Lobo’ 

Marvel fan aspires to play 
Miles Morales in MCU 

————— 
Page 13

Official trailer released for 
‘Friends: The Reunion’ 

————— 
Page 12

The "main man" meets the man of 
steel (again) in this upcoming 
publication from DC Comics 

What happens when an indomitable 
force meets an irritating object? 
That’s what readers will find out when 
Superman runs into Lobo in August’s 
launch of “Superman vs. Lobo.” 

What will be worse, the damage Lobo 
causes on his own, or the chaos of 
trying to stop him? I smell a team-up, 
fanboys! Or, will it be a train wreck? 
Lobo is involved, after all. 

From writers Tim Seeley and Sarah 
Beattie, the team behind the indie 
hit “Money Shot,”
and “Punchline” artist Mirka Andolfo 
comes a hilarious new three-issue, 
oversize, superhero epic! 

Numen is the most popular being in 
the universe, a god clogging all social 
channels — and he does not take kind-
ly to attention going to Superman and 
Lobo. Further complicating things is 
Dr. Flik, a scientist determined to 
study the last sons of Krypton and 
Czarnia respectively. What can she 
glean from the hero whose home plan-
et was destroyed when he was just a 
baby and the bad, bad boy who made 
it all go away just for the heck of it? 

“Superman vs. Lobo no. 1″ (of 3) by 
Tim Seeley, Sarah Beattie, Mirka An-
dolfo and Arif Prianto arrives on Au-
gust 24 in DC’s Prestige Plus format (8 

1/2″ x 10 7/8”) with a card stock main 
cover by Andolfo, card stock variant 
covers by Simon Bisley and Tony Har-
ris and a 1:25 card stock variant cover 
by Phillip Tan. “Superman vs. 
Lobo” will retail for $6.99 US for 48 
pages and will carry DC’s Black Label 
content descriptor, indicating content 
appropriate for readers ages 17+. 

Daily Planet 
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Marvel reveals ‘Eternals’ trailer 

Marvel Studios has offi-
cially debuted a new 
trailer and poster for 

‘Eternals’. The film, directed by 
Academy Award-winner Chloé 
Zhao, is slated for theatrical 
release Nov. 5, 2021.  
 Marvel Studios’ “Eternals” 
welcomes an exciting new team 
of Super-Heroes to the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU). The 
epic story, spanning thousands 

of years, features a group of im-
mortal heroes forced out of the 
shadows to reunite against 
mankind’s oldest enemy, The 
Deviants.  
 The outstanding ensemble 
cast includes Richard Madden as 
the all-powerful Ikaris, Gemma 
Chan as humankind-loving Sersi, 
Kumail Nanjiani as cosmic-pow-
ered Kingo, Lauren Ridloff as the 
super-fast Makkari, Brian Tyree 

Henry as the intelligent inventor 
Phastos, Salma Hayek as the wise 
and spiritual leader Ajak, Lia 
McHugh as the eternally young, 
old-soul Sprite, Don Lee as the 
powerful Gi lgamesh, Barr y 
Keoghan as aloof loner Druig and 
Angelina Jolie as the fierce war-
rior Thena. Kit Harington plays 
Dane Whitman. 
 Marvel Studios Eternals Is 
slated for release Nov. 5, 2021.  

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor

 ENTERTAINMENT   

Top Box Office (US) 

James Lott Jr.:  
A modern-day  

renaissance man 

James Lott Jr. sings, acts and has writ-
ten over 20 books, but he didn’t stop 
there. He also has his own business as 

a professional organizer, has his Doctorate 
in Divinity and he started JLJ Media for 
good measure. 

JLJ Media does numerous projects, includ-
ing hosting some after shows of popular TV 
series like “When Calls The Heart,” “Dallas,” 
“General Hospital” and “Days of Our Lives” 
is one of them. 

“I hooked up with AfterBuzz TV back in 
2014-2015. I had met someone who knew 
someone, who knew someone and who knew 
someone that was involved in this YouTube 
channel for after shows. For those who may 
not know what after shows are, they’re 
shows that talk about a show after it airs. I 
was a radio host, had my own radio show, 
and I had never thought about doing TV. 
Radio is my first love. Someone said I 
should come on because I like Days of Our 
Lives and they were starting a Days of Our 
Lives after show so I was like yeah, I’ll do it! 
The show premiered in February of 2015 
and then later that month I got a call asking 
if I could come on that Sunday and that’s 
how I got started guest hosting that show. 
People started liking me and I did over 805 
hours of shows for them,” he said. 

Soap opera’s like “General Hospital” and 
“Days of Our Lives” used to be on all the 
major networks all day long. There’s been a 
recent sharp decline in the number of tradi-
tional soaps on the air. 

“Everybody has 10 thousand reasons why 
but I think O.J. Simpson, that trial started 
that. It cut into the soaps literally pro-
gramming wise and it was it’s own soap 
opera. I think that was part of it. Also, the 
traditional soap opera, there’s less of them 
yes, but everything now is soap opera. It’s 
permeated into every part of our cable 
lives, movies, TV series, drama and prime-
time. They are all doing cliffhangers and 
things that were soap staples. I think 
there’s so much now for people to watch 
and attention spans have gotten shorter. K 
think that’s why so many Soaps aren’t on 
now,” he stated. 

While traditional soaps may be few in num-
ber now, people still love their dramatic 
series as evidenced by the ratings of shows 
like “When Calls The Heart” and “The Walk-
ing Dead;” the number one and two scripted 
shows on cable TV, according to the ratings. 

See James on page 12 

By Jimmy Reno 
Daily Planet Columnist
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Weekend of May 21 – 23, 2021 

“Spiral: From the Book of Saw” 
• Weeks out: 2 
• Weekend: $4.6M 
• Gross: $15.9M 

“Wrath of Man” 
• Weeks out: 3 
• Weekend: $3M 
• Gross: $18.9M 

“Those Who Wish Me Dead” 
• Weeks out: 2 
• Weekend: $1.9M 
• Gross: $5.6M 

“Godzilla vs. Kong” 
• Weeks out: 8 
• Weekend: $1.4M 
• Gross: $96.6M 

“Raya and the Last Dragon” 
• Weeks out: 12 
• Weekend: $1.7M 
• Gross: $48.3M 

 ENTERTAINMENT   

All information resourced from IMDb 

 ENTERTAINMENT   

Food safety tips for 
grilling pros and  

beginners 
 FOOD   

As millions of Americans get ready to 
commemorate Memorial Day and wel-
come summer, the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) reminds people to 
keep it safe this weekend: follow the 
latest CDC guidance for COVID-19 and 
remember your food safety practices. 

Rates of foodborne illness tend to 
increase during the summer months 
because germs grow faster in warmer, 
more humid weather. People also cook 
and eat outside, making shortcuts to 
food safety tempting because they are 
away from the convenience of soap 
and running water at the kitchen sink. 

“Memorial Day marks the beginning of 
warmer weather and summer fun,” 
said Sandra Eskin, USDA’s Deputy Un-
der Secretary for Food Safety. “Don’t 
let foodborne illness ruin the cookout 
–follow food safety guidelines like 
washing your hands, thoroughly cook-
ing your food and checking food tem-
perature with a thermometer.” 

For those who choose to celebrate 
outdoors, USDA has some advice for 
grilling novices and pros. 

See grilling tips on page 12 

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WVDKZJkGlY
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/participate-in-activities.html
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/food-safety/safe-food-handling-and-preparation/food-safety-basics/steps-keep-food-safe
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 On the morning of May 27, 
Good Morning America gave 
fans an exclusive look at the new 
trailer for Disney’s “Jungle 
Cruise.” The film will release  si-
multaneously  in theaters and on 
Disney+ with Premier Access on 
Friday, July 30. 
 Inspired by the famous Dis-
neyland theme park ride,  Dis-
ney’s “Jungle Cruise”  is an ad-
venture-filled,  rollicking thrill-
ride down the Amazon  with 
wisecracking skipper Frank Wolff 
and intrepid researcher Dr. Lily 
Houghton. Lily travels from Lon-
don, England to the Amazon 
jungle and enlists Frank’s ques-
tionable services to guide her 
downriver on La Quila — his 
r a m s h a c k l e - b u t - c h a r m i n g 
boat.  Lily is  determined  to un-
cover an ancient tree with un-
paralleled healing abilities — 
possessing the power to change 
the future of medicine. Thrust on 
this epic quest together, the 
unlikely duo encounters innu-
merable dangers and supernat-
ural forces, all lurking in the 
deceptive beauty of the lush 
rainforest. But as the secrets of 

t h e l o s t t re e u n f o l d , t h e 
stakes reach even higher for Lily 
and Frank and their fate — and 
mankind’s — hangs in the bal-
ance. 

 Jaume Collet-Serra directs the 
film, which stars Dwayne John-
son, Emily Blunt, Edgar Ramírez 
and Jack Whitehall, with Jesse 
Plemons, and Paul Giamatti. The 

producers are John Davis and 
John Fox of Davis Entertainment; 
Dwayne Johnson, Hiram Garcia 
and Dany Garcia of Seven Bucks 
Productions; and Beau Flynn of 

Flynn Picture Co., with   Scott 
Sheldon and Doug Merrifield 
serving as executive producers. 
The story is by John Norville, 
Josh Goldstein, Glenn Ficarra, 

John Requa, and the screenplay 
is by Michael Green, Glenn Ficar-
ra and John Requa. 

May 29, 2021 Culture
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New Trailer Released for Disney’s ‘Jungle Cruise’ 

Man of Steel 
Continued from page 11 

see him struggle to control it. 
However, these newfound abili-
ties prove beneficial as they 
allow Jordan the chance to save 
his dad, Superman. 
 This episode was mostly cen-
tered around Clark, Lois and 
John Henry Irons as we would 
get more answers on what hap-
pened to Steel’s universe. I’m 
excited to learn more about John 
Henry Irons and his universe in 
the upcoming episodes. 
 Tyler Hoechlin is doing an 
excellent job of portraying both 
Clark and Superman and has 
manages to set himself apart 
from previous portrayals of the 
Man of Tomorrow. Elizabeth 
Tulloch is indeed one of the best 
portrayers of Lois Lane in any 
media. Kudos to the casting di-
rector for assembling this cast of 
very talented actors who have 
great chemistry with each other. 
 At the end this episode was 
another great episode. Season 
one, episode 7 “Man of Steel” is 
arguably one of the best due to 
how much it progresses the sto-
ry and makes it more interesting. 
I can’t wait for what they have in 
store for us in the following 
weeks. 

James Lott Jr.  
continued from page 11 

 This is something James Lott 
Jr. recognized when he started 
building JLJ Media. 
 “I started wanting to create a 
world that I wanted to see. As a 
person of color, as a person 
who’s a regular guy, who has a 
lot of friends in my life and has 
my own creativity, I always liked 
helping other people and that’s 
how JLJ Media started. It’s all 
about helping other people first. 
Then it grew into creating my 
own programming. I started cre-
ating what I wanted to see and 
helping people I wanted to help. 
It’s not about me, it’s about the 
collective. Giving people a 
chance who normally wouldn’t 
get the chance,” he said. 
 “The JLJ Media brand is about 
helping other people. We are 
very diverse. I work with all 
kinds of people with different 
backgrounds. No one is turned 
away based on their background 
or experience,” He continued. 
 One of the popular series 
hosted by JLJ Media is the 
“When Calls The Heart” after 
show. Seasons 3-6 were on the 
AfterBuzz network but then dur-
ing season 7 of the series, Lott 
became ill with a severe case of 
Bell’s Palsy and didn’t do much. 
 “Last year when I started my 
network, I said I’m a heartie, 
we’re hearties, so I picked it up 
and now I’m the executive pro-
ducer and creator of this after 
show and we did the end of sea-
son 7 and now season 8 on the 
JLJ network,” he said. 
 The after show doesn’t just 
recover what the viewers already 
saw but Lott and his co host, 
Marisa Serafini, discuss the 
episodes, give their opinions and 
bring in guests from the series. 
 “Opinion TV is something that 
I do really well. I know what’s 
needed and what’s necessary. 
Anybody can watch a show and 
recap it like just straight recap-
ping, that’s boring. You already 
watched it. After shows are sup-
posed to be like your friends 
getting together around the wa-
ter cooler on a Monday morning 
going wow what happened last 
night on ‘When Calls The Heart’? 
That’s what we provide. We pro-
vide a live chat and people chat 
with each other and chat with us. 
My job is to give my opinion of 
the episode. Marissa and I both 
give our honest opinions about 

what we saw on that episode,” 
James said. 
 This season 8 finale of “When 
Calls The Heart” saw some view-
ers unhappy with the choice Erin 
Krakow’s character, Elizabeth, 
makes in deciding between two 
suitors in Kevin McGarry’s char-
acter Nathan Grant and Chris 
McNal ly ’s character Lucas 
Bouchard. This has resulted in 
some negative feedback from the 
unhappy viewers. 
 “The vitriol is what shocked 
me because we’ve had issues in 
the past Daniel Lissing left [Con-
stable Jack Thornton], that was a 
tough time, we had to walk 
through that also and when Lori 
Loughlin left [Abigail Stanton] so 
the Hearties have been through 
some stuff with reel life meeting 
real life. Some very tough times. I 
know when you have triangles 
[in love stories] dissention is 
going to happen. It’s a no win 
situation. The folks were team 
Nathan and Team Lucas so one 
set is going to be unhappy. But 
what I was surprised by, was the 
anger that was directed at me, 
my co host Marisa, on Brian Bird 
[co-creator, executive producer] 
the writers and actors, it was just 
like you would have thought we 
murdered someone so that’s 
what I don’t understand. I under-
stand being upset, I understand 
how they feel but just the lan-
guage being used towards people 
in the show, that’s what I don’t 
like. I don’t like disrespect. I 
think people are getting caught 
up and losing their manners. I 
was just shocked by how mean 
they were,” he stated. 
 Lott continues to work on his 
music career as well. 
 “With this newer stint, I just 
celebrated five years and I have a 
remix of my first song called ‘I 

Am Ready’. It’s me and five of my 
collaborators so that was fun 
and I have a whole division actu-
ally. I have several artists signed 
to me and working on some of 
their albums and as far as my 
stuff, I’m pulling together album 
number 7 and number 8 for re-
lease at some point. I’ve also got 
some Spanish songs I’m working 
on and I’m going to come out 
with a Spanish album. I’m always 
writing songs, everyday or so I’m 
writing a song or a piece of a 
song. Writing is my first love. 
Writing is at the heart of every-
thing I do. I’m always writing, it’s 
the foundation of everything I 
do” he said. 
 Lott has a tentative title for his 
upcoming album. “Salvation Is 
Possible When Dancing Your Way 
To Heaven” is the potential name 
of the album. 
 “Originally, I was going to do a 
Christian dance album! I’m a big 
fan of older groups like DC Talk 
and I love Toby Mac, they do 
such great up tempo christian 
songs. All of my songs obviously 
come to me because of Him. I 
played some for some people I 
know and they loved it but I de-
cided not to make a Christian 
album. I’m going to include these 
songs on my regular album. I 
decided my life isn’t separated, 
my faith is part of my life journey 
so I thought why am I separating 
my music?” he questioned. 
 A f t e r s o m e n e a r d e a t h 
episodes, Lott got the message. 
Enjoy life and do everything 
you’ve been gifted with to do. 
 Lott loves producing, direct-
ing, writing and singing. He has 
goals for his future firmly in 
place. 
 “I’d like to see my network 
continue to grow with more di-
verse programming . I want to 
work with more people; more 
actors, more writers, more pro-
ducers and directors. I’d like to 
be like the male Oprah! That’s 
what I want! From Christian to 
Secular, from Black to White, 
from Latino to American, I want 
diversity and I want growth,” he 
said. 
 James Lott Jr. is a rare find in 
today’s world. He’s a true mod-
ern-day renaissance man build-
ing his media empire while keep-
ing his focus on helping others. 

Jimmy Kimmel and James Lott Jr. Photo 
courtesy of JLJ Media 

Grilling tips  
continued from page 11 

" 

–––––––––– 
Use a Food  

Thermometer 

 Many people may be grilling 
on their own for the first time. 
One important lesson for first-
time grillers is to remember that 
color is never a reliable indicator 
of safety and doneness. Use a 
food thermometer to ensure the 
following safe internal tempera-
tures: 
• C o o k p o u l t r y ( w h o l e o r 

ground) to 165 F. 
• Cook beef, pork, lamb and veal 

steaks, chops and roasts to 145 
F. For safety and quality, allow 
meat to rest for at least three 
minutes before carving or con-
suming. 

• Cook ground beef, pork, lamb 
and veal to 160 F. 

• Cook egg dishes to 160 F. 
• Cook fish to 145 F. 
• Don’t have a food thermome-

ter? Call the USDA Meat and 
Poultry Hotline at 1-888-MPHot-
line (1-888-674-6854). 

 Although frozen products may 
appear to be pre-cooked or 
browned, they should be han-
dled and prepared no differently 
than raw products and must be 
grilled to appropriate tempera-
tures. Frozen products may be 
labeled with phrases such as 
“Cook and Serve,” “Ready to 
Cook” and “Oven Ready” to indi-
cate they must be cooked. 

–––––––––– 
 Thoroughly cook  

mechanically tenderized 
meat 

 Many grill masters enjoy using 
already tenderized meats that 
have marinades added to get the 
most flavor out of their meal. 
However, mechanically tender-
ized beef, including cuts that are 
prepackaged in marinades, must 
be cooked thoroughly to ensure 
food safety. 
 If the outside of the meat con-
tains bacteria, it will be trans-
ferred to the inside of the meat 
during mechanical tenderization, 
requiring it to be cooked to kill 
the germs. 
 The best way to ensure a wor-
ry-free barbecue is to thoroughly 
cook mechanically tenderized 
meat. Use your food thermome-
ter and follow USDA’s recom-
mendations for safe internal 
temperatures mentioned above. 

–––––––––– 
 Follow the One-Hour 

Rule on Hot Days 

 When the temperature outside 
rises above 90 F, perishable food 
such as meat and poultry, dips 
and cold salads, or cut fruits and 
vegetables are only safe to sit 
out on the table for one hour. 
After one hour, harmful bacteria, 
which can cause food-borne 
illness, may start to grow. To 
prevent this, keep cold foods 
cold and hot foods hot. 
 According to a recent USDA 
survey (PDF, 2.4 MB), nearly 85 
percent of participants said they 

don’t keep cold foods on ice 
when they serve them. Keep cold 
foods at an internal temperature 
of 40 F or below by keeping food 
on ice or refrigerated until ready 
to serve. 
 In the same survey, 66 percent 
of participants indicated they did 
not keep their cooked foods, like 
burgers and hot dogs, warm after 
cooking. Hot perishable foods 
should be kept warm (above 140 
F) until they’re eaten or refriger-
ate leftovers within one hour. 
  

–––––––––– 
 Know Your Outdoor 

Environment 

 At your outside barbecue, 
make sure to have hand sanitizer 
or moist towelettes available to 
keep your hands clean before, 
during and after food prepara-
tion. Here are some suggestions: 
• Use warm, soapy water to 

wash hands for at least 20 sec-
onds before and after handling 
food. 

• Use hand sanitizer that con-
tains at least 60 percent alco-
hol. 

• Use alcohol-based moist tow-
elettes to sanitize cutting 
boards or utensils. 

  
 For any summer food safety 
questions, call the USDA Meat 
and Poultry Hotline at 1-888-
MPHotline (1-888-674-6854) or 
chat live at ask.usda.gov from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time, 
Monday through Friday. Remem-
ber food safety to have a safe 
and happy Memorial Day week-
end! 

Wolé Parks as “Captain Luthor” and Bitsie Tulloch as Lois. Photo by Bettina Strauss/The CW 

Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt star in Disney’s “Jungle Cruise.” Photo by Disney 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJZ82pwwJqA
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media_file/2021-02/fscrp-survey-final-report.pdf
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media_file/2021-02/fscrp-survey-final-report.pdf
https://ask.usda.gov/s/
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/food-safety
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/food-safety
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 Miles Morales has upheld an 
omnipresent statute of heroics 
within the Marvel Universe since 
appearing in the 2011 epic “Ulti-
mate Fallout no. 4.” 
 As one of the more notable 
characters to take on the mantle 
of our favorite web-headed hero, 
Spider-Man, Miles has influenced 
countless fans over the last 
decade. 
 One such fan is actor, produc-
er and writer Imari Milsap, who’s 
working on a short fan film about 
the character. Milsap stars as 
Miles, wrote the films script and 
produced it as well.  
 “The movie is about Miles 
Morales going through the stage 
of becoming Spider-Man,” Milsap 
told the Daily Planet. “Miles 
deals with his depression, anxi-
ety and guilt, thinking that it’s 
his fault Peter [Parker] died.” 
 According to 18 year old Mil-
sap, the only person who helps 
Miles emotionally is his best 
friend Ganke Lee, played by Ja-
cob Bengson. 
 “Ganke tries his best to help 
Miles deal with his depression,” 
he explained. 
  Besides his battle with mental 
health, Miles also faces his first 
real combatant in The Scorpion, 
played by wrestler Blake Troop. 
 “The Scorpion is a drug dealer 
trying to step up his super hu-
man drugs,” Milsap devulged. 
“Scorpion doesn’t care who gets 
in his way, he’ll kill anyone trying 
to get in the way of his money 
and power.” 
 Miles struggles with all of this 
while also being faced with the 
surmounting pressure of being 
the next Spider-Man, New York’s 
favorite hero. 
 “At the end, Miles realizes that 
he needs to do this and now sees 

himself as the new friendly 
neighborhood Spider-Man,” Mil-
sap said.  
 According to Milsap, the film 
will be approximately 15 minutes 
long and should be completed by 
the end of next month. 
 When asked whether he feels 
a certain amount of pressure in 
bringing an iconic character, 
such as Miles, to life, Milsap said 
the following: 
 “Yes and no,” he admitted. 
“The reason ‘yes’ is because 
those are big shoes to fill for one 
person. People have been look-
ing up to me for a while and 
sometimes it’s a bit stressful. 
The reason ‘no’ is because I feel 
like I can own up to that respon-
sibility and do my best to repre-
sent the character well.” 
 Milsap stated that he’s been 
thinking about producing this 
film since middle school. 
 “My goal is to be Miles 
Morales for the [Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe (MCU)] and I want 
this film to show that I can por-
tray a good Miles for the MCU,” 
he said. “I always wanted to 
make a Spider-Man film and I 
thought this was a great oppor-
tunity to try.” 
 According to Milsap, the film 
has a diverse cast and he be-
lieves the audience will love 
them.  
 “I made sure not to just get 
random people the cast I’ve cho-
sen will take their role seriously 
and get the job done,” he stated. 
 Milsap hopes the fan-film will 
garner attention from executives 
at Disney.  
 “I’m just a guy who doesn’t 
like to give up easily,” he reiter-
ated. “I always try to go the extra 
mile for anything I do. Being cast 
in the MCU would be everything 
to me.” 
 The film will be called “Spider-
Man: Miles From Home.” Follow 
the development on Milsap’s 
Instagram @imarimilsap2017.  
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Marvel fan aspires to play Miles Morales 
in MCU, hopes short film will help 

Imari Milsap as Miles Morales / Spider-Man. Photo courtesy of Imari Milsap 
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and Jamal Campbell that’s also 
slated to return with a second 
volume in the not-to-distant fu-
ture. 
 DuVernay tweeted about 
"Naomi’s" pickup this morning, 
while also sharing a few behind-
the-scenes pics and a new photo 
of Walfall in the role. 
 According to the show’s offi-
cial description, “Naomi” follows 
a teen girl’s journey from her 
small northwestern town to the 
heights of the Multiverse. When 
a supernatural event shakes her 
hometown to the core, “Naomi” 
sets out to uncover its origins, 
and what she discovers will chal-
lenge everything we believe 
about our heroes. 
 While The CW is home to a 
number of successful TV shows 
based on DC superheroes, “Nao-

mi” promises to stand out for 
several reasons. Unlike series 
like “The Flash,” “Batwoman” 
and “Superman & Lois,” “Naomi 
“doesn’t have a deep well of 
comic book storylines to draw 
from.  
 First introduced in Bendis, 
Campbell and Jamal’s six-issue 
miniseries, Naomi McDuffie has 
since made guest appearances in 
other Bendis-written titles like 
“Action Comics” and “Young 
Justice” and is currently a mem-
ber of the Justice League, but her 
own story is still largely yet to be 
explored, giving the newly green-
lit CW series a pretty open can-
vas when it comes to what we 
should expect.  
 “Naomi” is also a teenager, 
setting her apart from the heroes 
of the Arrowverse who are all 
adults. (Though several of the 
series feature teen heroes in 
supporting roles.) Finally, Naomi, 

as perhaps indicated by the se-
ries title, also currently lacks a 
superhero name. Whether she’ll 
eventually be given one on the 
show or in the comics first — or 
if she’ll be given one at all — 
remains to be seen. 
 DuVernay’s involvement also 
helps set the series apart. “Nao-
mi” is produced by DuVernay’s 
Array Filmworks in association 
with Warner Bros Television, 
with Sarah Bremner and Paul 
Garnes also set as EPs. Amanda 
Marsalis directed and co-execu-
tive produced the pilot episode. 
 Along with the announcement, 
“Naomi” launched its official 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 
accounts, so make sure to give 
them a follow, and let us know 
what you think about DC’s new-
est small screen hero over in the 
DC Community! 

https://twitter.com/ava/status/1396894030533775360
https://twitter.com/ava/status/1396894030533775360
https://twitter.com/TheCWNaomi
https://www.facebook.com/CWNaomi
https://www.instagram.com/thecwnaomi/
https://community.dcuniverseinfinite.com/
https://community.dcuniverseinfinite.com/
http://www.otherideas.com/#/usbp/
http://dailyplanetdc.com
http://dailyplanetdc.com/contibute
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://www.instagram.com/imarimilsap2017/
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