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SPIDER-MAN

 After a lengthy hiatus due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Kent 
Family is back and better than 
ever. To be honest, I was afraid of 
how the shutdown would affect 
my favorite television show, but 
after witnessing episode 6, the 
only thought I could muster is 
that I need more.  
 For those who don’t know, 
“Superman and Lois” is a fresh 
new chapter built upon the foun-
dation of realistic integrity with 
enough Sam Raimi camp and a 
dose of Snyder movie magic. Of 
course, even though the series is 
part of the once decorated and 
spread-out multiverse born from 
the creative genius of The CW 
and Greg Berlanti, it brings origi-

nality and unique perspectives to 
certain characters of DC Comics 
lore and mythology.  
 Though this is where the series 
flourishes, and it’s clear the fans 
are welcoming it, it doesn’t feel 
bogged down or constrained by 
flaws of writing or narrative-
based direction.  
 Instead, it’s vibrant, beautiful, 
paved from passion and utterly 
human. I noticed every episode 
feels fresh and serialized but 
leaves room for a moral to show-
case the humanity and hope of 
what Superman embodies.  
 It’s clear to see this a Clark 
who has everything he always 
dreamt of, and the challenges of 
being Superman and Clark Kent 
are put to the test. There are 
times where one has to focus and 
balance being human and a hero 
with fatherhood. Tyler Hoeclin 
continues to play the role to ex-

treme perfection. The fact that 
the narrative allows Clark to 
blend in and find placement 
among his sons as a parent vol-
unteer on the high-school football 
team is brilliant. It builds a foun-
dation to see a father get close to 
his children while tackling real 
social issues while simultaneous-
ly invoking commentary on a 
challenging subject.  
 The series is foundational of 
Lois, and she does get her well-
deserved recognition in the spot-
light. We see her sleuthing ability 
take center stage, and it leads to 
an exciting story thread (Which I 
can’t spoil because it’s ingenious 
how the writers are pulling this 
off). It does raise the question of 
whether the series will go onto a 
different path while not straying 
too far from the comics.  

See The Kents page 4 

 Writer and Director Gavin J. 
Konop discusses his upcoming 
project “Spider-Man: Lotus” and 
the inspiring stories behind the 
nonprofit fan-fi lm, which is 
scheduled for release in January 
2022. 
 New York City’s favorite web-
slinger, Spider-Man, is considered 
one of the most popular charac-
ters featured in comic books. 
 Peter Parker / Spider-Man has 
inspired generations since being 
created by Stan Lee and Steve 
Ditko in August 1962, and the 
upcoming fan-made film “Spider-
Man: Lotus” is set to illustrate 
this wholeheartedly. 
 The anticipated upcoming non-
profit fan film “Spider-Man: Lotos” 
will explore the psyche of Peter 
Parker as he confronts the bur-
dening guilt of his past mistakes.  
 In the film, following the tragic 
death of his former girlfriend –– 
seemingly caused by his own 
attempt to save her –– Peter 
Parker (Warden Wayne) lingers in 
the guilt of his past, questioning 
whether the curse of his alter ego 
should be buried for good. When 
he’s met by the news that a ter-
minally ill child has requested to 
meet Spider-Man, Peter contem-
plates the decision to comfort 
him in his final days. 
 “We decided to primarily take 
inspiration from 'Spider-Man: 
Blue,’ along with many other 
stories during that era such as 
'Death and Destiny' or Gerry 
Conway's run, and 'The Kid Who 
C o l l e c t s S p i d e r - M a n , ' t w o 
grounded stories that focus on 
the melancholic life of the char-
acter,” said Writer and Director 
Gavin J. Konop. “Our approach is 
very character driven, with nec-
essary action, but not an over-
saturation of it.” 
 According to Konop, the goal 
was to dive into Spider-Man’s 
natural human flaws.  
 “What defines a man who is 
crushed by his own mind?” 
Konop stated. “We pulled from 
hundreds of different comic 
books from over the years, 
whether it was written by Stan 
Lee, or Gerry Conway, or Tom 
DeFalco, or any other legendary 
writer to take on the character, all 
in an effort to craft a story that 
honors the character in the best 
way that we can.” 
See Peter page 3 

 O n M o n d a y, AT & T c o n-
firmed a megamerger media 
deal with Discovery, which 
would combine WarnerMedia – 
including brands such as CNN, 
HBO, Warner Bros. and DC 
Comics – with Discovery, Inc. 
in a $43 billion transaction. 
 T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t a l s o 
sparked a discussion among 
analysts and reporters on the 
future of media, as the num-
ber of multi-front businesses 
and streaming services con-
tinues to increase. 
 The companies announced 
that Discovery President and 
CEO David Zaslav will lead the 
proposed new company with a 
“best- in-class management” 
team and operational leader-
ship.  
 “During my many conversa-
tions with John, we always 
come back to the same simple 
and powerful strategic princi-
ple these assets are better and 
more valuable together,” Za-
slav said in a statement. “It is 
super exciting to combine 
such historic brands, world 
class journalism and iconic 
franchises under one roof and 
unlock so much value and 
opportunity. With a library of 
cherished IP, dynamite man-
agement teams and global 
expertise in every market in 
the world, we believe every-
one wins…consumers with 
more diverse choices, talent 
and storytellers with more 
re s o u rc e s a n d c o m p e l l i n g 
pathways to larger audiences, 
and shareholders with a glob-
ally scaled growth company 
committed to a strong balance 
sheet that is better positioned 
to compete with the world’s 
largest streamers.  We wil l 
build a new chapter together 
with the creative and talented 
WarnerMedia team and these 
incredible assets built on a 
nearly 100-year legacy of the 
most wonderful storytelling in 
the world.  That will be our 
singular mission: to focus on 
telling the most amazing sto-
ries and have a ton of fun do-
ing it.” 
 Discovery’s current multi-
ple classes of shares will be 
consolidated to a single class 
with one vote per share. 
See Merger page 9 Warden Wayne as Spider-Man / Peter Parker. 
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‘Zack Snyder's  
Justice League’ will 

be released on 4K 
UHD and Blu-ray 

May 24, 2021 in UK

Jeremy Irvine in 
talks to play Alan 
Scott in HBO Max 

'Green Lantern’ 
series 

LOTUS
Fan-film to 

highlight Peter 
Parker's psyche 
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By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief 
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Read colorized versions of 
the Justice League story 

boards

––––––News–––––– 
Page 1 – 6 

House passes bill creating 
January 6 commission 

–––––––––– 
 The US House of Representa-
tives passed a bipartisan bill, 252-
175, to create a 9/11-style com-
mission to investigate the Jan-
uary 6 assault on the US Capitol 
building. Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has already expressed 
his opposition to the formation of 
the commission. 
Page 5 

George Floyd 
Gone but never forgotten 

–––––––––– 
 Next Tuesday, May 25, The 
George Floyd Global Memorial 
will hold “Rise and Remember.” A 
daylong celebration in reverence 
of the one-year anniversary of 
George “Perry” Floyd’s death. 
Page 5 

–––––Comics––––– 
Page 7 – 8 

Luke Skywalker and  
Chewbacca step into ‘War of 

the Bounty Hunters’ 
–––––––––– 

 Luke and Chewbacca travel to 
Nar Shaddaa to find Boba Fett 
and bring Han Solo home. 
Page 7 

––––The Planet––– 
Page 9 – 10 

Microsoft is scrapping  
Internet Explorer 

–––––––––– 
 In favor of Microsoft Edge, the 
desktop application you love(d) 
to hate, Internet Explorer, will no 
longer be supported on most 
versions of Windows 10 come 
June 15, 2022. Microsoft calls it 
“the future of Internet Explorer.” 
Page 9 

–––––Culture––––– 
Page 17 – 20 

Musician MNERVA talks 
music, mental health and 

what the future holds 
–––––––––– 

 Musician MNERVA talked about 
his music, the life experiences 
that inspire his original sound 
and his struggles with mental 
health. 
Page 11 

‘Army of the Dead’ 
A spoiler free review 

————— 
Page 11 

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor 

‘Superman and Lois’ sees  
superb return from hiatus 

WarnerMedia 
and Discovery 

merge 
Daily Planet 

The following report was drafted 
using various source material
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Peter Parker 
Continued from Page 1 

 The movie, which was original-
ly slated for a Fall 2021 release, 
has finished filming and is in post-
production stages. “Spider-Man: 
Lotos” is set to premiere January 
2022 on the YouTube channel, GJ 
Konop.  
 The adaptation was delayed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
but the delay proved beneficial to 
the project because it allowed 
more time for Konop to linger and 
think on ideas during production. 
 Spider-Man has always been an 
influential part of Konop’s life.  
 “Whether it was a distraction 
from problems at home, or an 
escape into a world greater than 
myself, he was there with me 
every step of the way – not as a 
flawless idol, but as someone I 
could directly relate to,” Konop 
said. “Peter Parker is endearing 
because he isn't perfect – he 
gives up, he falls short, he col-
lapses under pressure.” 
 When asked i f a cer tain 
amount of pressure comes with 
bringing such an iconic character 
to life, Konop said the following: 
 “I think a certain level of pres-
sure will always come with adapt-
ing an icon; however, I prefer to 
stay in my own head and focus on 
what makes the character en-
dearing to me,” Konop stated. “In 
creating what I would like to see 
from the character as a fan, I feel 
like a lot of that pressure is lifted 
because I’m doing it out of love, 
not an obligation.” 
 Spider-Man has always been an 
integral part of Konop’s life and 
bringing his vision of the charac-
ter has been extremely “thera-
peutic” for the writer and direc-
tor.  
 “I can’t remember a time when 
I wasn’t a fan, quite honestly,” 
Konop said. “According to my 
mom, I was captivated by the 
screen when ‘Spider-Man’ (2002) 
played on the TV for the first time 
when I was around three years 
old, and ever since then, I’ve 
been obsessed.” 
 According to Konop, Spider-
Man exists to reassure people 
that they’re not alone in their 
struggles.  
 “He is reacting, failing and 
prevailing just like anyone else,” 
he said. “At the core, [the movie] 
is very much a story about nor-
mal human beings burdened by 
elements of fantasy, much like 
Sam Raimi's 'Spider-Man 2,' my 
personal favorite film of all time,” 
Konop said. 
 Konop stated that there’s sup-
posed to be a certain level of 
realism to the character Peter 
Parker.  
 “I don’t feel a disdain towards 
versions that contradict my vi-
sion anymore, because every 
artist has their own idea of how 
to interpret a character,” Konop 

said. “Having the ability to take 
him into my sandbox, with all of 
my creative freedom, allows me 
to focus a lot more productively 
rather than lingering on negativi-
ty.” 
 When asked about the current 
version of the webhead featured 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
the “Spider-Man: Lotos” writer 
and director said the incarnation 
wasn’t for him. 
 “I think the character of Spi-
der-Man should always be treated 
with gravity, and putting him into 
the atmosphere of ‘action-come-
dy’ has never worked for me,” 
Konop stated. “At the center, he’s 
a drama character — everything 
special about his stories stems 
from the internal conflicts and 
relationships with others.” 
 Throughout early development 
and production on “Spider-Man: 
Lotus” a fundraising campaign 
was transpiring. Their various 
milestones were met and exceed-
ed beyond expectations with the 
film achieving an insurmountable 
amount of $29,624, nearly $10,000 
over their ultimate fundraising 
goal.   
 According to the director, the 
sky's the limit with this commu-
nally raised amount. Anything in 
addition to the initial budget 
allows the cast and crew a 
chance to flesh out the quality 
and length of the film.  
 “It feels truly, truly humbling 
and rewarding,” Konop said. “I 
dedicated two years of my life to 
this project, with tireless work 
day and night, and so many sacri-
fices… to see it exceeding my 
own expectations, and going far 
beyond what I ever imagined is 
insanely satisfying, and makes it 
feel like everything was worth it 
in the end.” 
 Konop and Warden will not be 
receiving any monetary benefits. 
30 percent of funds will be going 
to production expenses, 20 per-
cent will be dedicated towards 
talent and crew each and 15 per-
cent will be going to both post 
production and travel expenses. 
 Making movies has been a 
dream for Konop since he was 
extremely young. 
 “I’m inspired by movies such 
as ‘Eternal Sunshine of the Spot-
less Mind,’ ‘Big Fish,’ ‘Where the 
Wild Things Are,’ ‘Spider-Man 2,’ 
and ‘La La Land,’” he said.  
 After Spider-Man, Konop wants 
to start projects about humani-
ty’s mentality.  
 “I want to start focusing on 
projects that center around my 
observations about human psy-
chology, and illustrate messages 
that I’ve always felt a need to 
convey on a wider scope,” Konop 
said. “Every story I tell will al-
ways be with the intent of con-
veying some sort of larger point.” 
 Wherever his art takes him, 
Konop will continue to pour pas-
sion into everything he creates.  

W ith the help of their talented crew, 
“Spider-Man: Lotus” has brought 
their ideal Spider-Man costume to 

life. Designed by Tiago Datrinti, the suit is a 
modernized version of John Romita Sr, Ross 
Andru and Gil Kane's original artwork, with a 
custom logo created by Evan Jackson. 
 Following the initial design, it was project-
ed by Lorenzo Di Sante, who modified the 
concept into a 3D landscape and illustrated 
its translation into live-action. 

 After the 3D projections, Comic Suit Facto-
ry (@comicsuitfactory) began practical real-
izations of the face shell and logo, in addition 
to group consultations for exchanges of ideas 
and plans. 
 Finally, the team at The Amazing Spider-Lab 
began crafting the full costume. The result 
became Konop’s favorite Spider-Man costume 
to date.  

The Spider-Man suit

 Warden Wayne will be portraying 
Spider-Man in this film. Konop has 
known him for nearly four years and, 
with their shared creative mindset, 
the development of the project has 
been seamless.  

 “We have helped each other grow 
as creators, and over the years, I have 
watched his progression as a dedicat-
ed, talented actor who will do justice 
to this character,” Konop said. 

Warden Wayne as Peter Parker / Spider -Man 

 Illuminating the conflicts of the 
film will be Mary Jane Watson, played 
by Moriah Brooklyn. According to 
Konop, Brooklyn’s passion, energy and 
charisma brought something to the 
role he has never seen before in an 
adaptation.  
 “The moment I saw her, I knew I 
was looking at someone who could 
truly do justice to this massively im-

portant character,” Konop said. “We 
are all excited to work with her this 
summer, and show you a version of MJ 
that we feel has been overlooked 
outside of comics.” 

Tuyen Powell as Gwen Stacey

 Max Fox is Tim Harrison — the 
emotional core of the entire story-
line. Faced with the curse of terminal 
illness, Tim lives his final days with 
hope and optimism, effortlessly mod-
eling himself off of the icon that he 
views Spider-Man to be.  
 “I have wanted Max in this project 
since the day we announced it — not 

only does he carry a strong presence 
with his acting, but he also loves the 
comic books about as much as the 
character he's playing,” Konop stated. 
“We have faith that he will nail the 
role, and deliver the exact portrayal 
that we are envisioning.” 

 Tuyen Powell will be portraying 
Gwen Stacy in this film — the person 
who taught Peter Parker the meaning 
of love. While Konop couldn’t give 
many details on her role in the narra-
tive, he could say that Tuyen's passion 
for comics seriously revealed itself 
through her audition.  

 “Each line was delivered with the 
perfect level of subtlety that we were 
looking for, and the energy surround-
ing her illustrates exactly who Gwen 
Stacy is,” Konop said.  

Sean Wythe as Harry Osborn

 Harry Osborn, portrayed by Sean 
Wythe, will play a major role in the 
film. According to Konop, Wythe is one 
of the most dedicated, determined 
and talented actors he knows.  
 “Sean has been a massive part of 
this project — not only in his ability 
to tirelessly work on his performance, 
but also in his contributions to the 
film itself,” Konop stated. “He is 

responsible for the ‘Lotus’ title, and 
his constructive criticism on the 
script has led it to become the best it 
can be.” 
 While he will not become the 
Green Goblin in this story, you will 
see how Harry deals with the death of 
his father, Norman Osborn, and how it 
ties directly into the central themes 
of “Spider-Man: Lotus.” 

Max Fox as Tim Harrison

Moriah Brooklyn as Mary Jane Watson

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSUEknFy_IrVhTPnZIyXrXA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSUEknFy_IrVhTPnZIyXrXA
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The Kents  
continued from page 1 

 I need to praise Bitsie Tulloch 
for playing Lois Lane with a 
sense of grit reminiscent of the 
animated series while remaining 
endearing and truthful. 
 Still, it’s the super sons and 
the dynamic between Clark and 
their personal growth that is the 
most intriguing, in my opinion. I 
noticed that even though Jordan 
and Jonathan come off signifi-
cantly different, it’s the chem-
istry between the two that gives 
a foundation for a multi-layered 
dynamic — leading to my point 
of how the writers get these 
characters. For example, even 
though Jordan is the one who 
inherits Clark’s powers, it’s clear 
to pick up that Jonathan cares 
and supports his brother even 
when it indeed doesn’t seem like 
it. He comes off cold and distant, 
but he longs to “get the girl, be a 
quarterback,” which leads to the 
character being portrayed as 
questioning his place in the Kent 
family.  
 Of course, the second you see 
him lurking in the darkness of 
jealousy, he is pulled out by his 
family. I mean, it only makes 

sense because moral justice 
instills the Kent Family, which is 
only a trait that  Clark and Lois 
can pass down. Just another 
prime example of paying respect 
and showcasing the passion for 
what makes this series special.  
 Another thread that deserves 
praise is how the series pays 
attention to the source material 
of showcasing what makes Smal-
lville unique and iconic. Nothing 
ever feels shoehorned or out of 
place. We see Lana and her fami-
ly grow along with the Kents, and 
we see their flaws and struggles 
they find themselves entangled 
in. As someone who loves the 
small town influence and humble 
commentary of what Smallville 
truly represents for the charac-
ter of Superman, the presence of 
human relatability is ingrained in 
the mindset of Clark Kent is ap-
preciated.  
 I think it’s only fair to flesh out 
the small things. For example, 
the football team who once os-
tracized Jordan now coming to 
his support, the mining commu-
nity with Kyle Cushing and how 
he believes Morgan Edge truly 
cares about the town is eye-
opening. What I’m trying to say 
is that Superman is iconic and a 

beacon of hope. He is still Clark 
Kent, raised by morals and what 
it means to be human, which he 
instills to his kids. I feel both 
sides need to respect one anoth-
er, and this episode showcases 
the balance of duality and identi-
ty.  
 I enjoy the series in the bal-
ance of character development, 
w h i c h g r o w s a n d b u i l d s 
throughout every episode. At 
times, I was surprised at how 
characters you never thought 
possible would cross paths that 
lead to mystery and intrigue that 
is reflective of suspense.  
 The next point which deserves 
praise is the quality of the series 
and its growth in the budget and 
production to bring this world to 
life. The cinematography feels 
reminiscent of a movie, and the 
color aesthetic is a much-needed 
inclusion to give separation.  
 “Superman and Lois” contin-
ues to build in tension and excel-
lent story-telling while staying 
grounded and utterly human, 
and it works on every level. I feel 
going forward, the series does 
have the potential to be one of 
the best Superman adaptations 
of all time.  

Tyler Hoechlin as Superman. Photo by Bettina Strauss/The CW

Jordan Elsass as Jonathan. Photo by Bettina Strauss / The CW Adam Rayner as Morgan Edge. Photo by Bettina Strauss / The CW

 Elizabeth (Bitsie) Tulloch was 
cast as the spectacular Lois Lane 
in September 2018 and has since 
reprised the role for two annual 
crossovers, “Crisis on Infinite 
Earths” and “Elseworlds” as well 
as “Superman and Lois.” 
 “I am so proud of this show 
and I love this role and I hope 
you tune in,” Tulloch said on 
Facebook on Tuesday, May 18. 
 Tulloch takes her role as 
Lois Lane very seriously. Her 
representation of a reporter 
is reminiscent of Tulloch’s 
real life passion for truth and 
people’s right to information 
and news. 
 She also appreciates fans, 
occasionally asking for their 
favorite Lois looks, moments, 
etc. 
 When “E lsewor lds” was 
filming, Tulloch took to social 
media and learned that Lois 
has a pension for purple. 
 In response to this, Tulloch 
requested that Lois must 
wear purple at sometime dur-
ing the crossover — and she 
did. Lois Lane appeared in a 
purple knit sweater when she 
and Clark announced their 
pregnancy to Kara. 
 Tulloch also took to social 
media while “Superman and 
Lois” was in its early produc-
tion stages asking fans to list 
their favorite Lois looks yet 
again.

Elizabeth  
Tulloch loves 
playing Lois 

Lane 

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief 

 Growing up in Maryland and 
South Carolina, Crystal Chappell 
had a difficult childhood. By the 
time she was graduating high 
school, Chappell had attended 
11 different schools. For a child 
that dealt with shyness and 
insecurities, this was problemat-
ic at best. 
 It was during high school that 
Chappell began doing drama and 
fell in love with acting.  
 “Acting was an escape for me. 
A chance to be someone else,” 
she said.  That led to acting 
classes and after her first mar-
riage, she received a one day job 
on the former ABC soap opera, 
“All My Children.” 
 Having grown up loving soap 
operas, this was an experience 
she was excited about! Then a 
week-long part on the NBC soap, 
“Santa Barbara” came along.  
 “That week in Santa Barbara 
gave me a whole new respect for 
soap actors. The pace, the hours 
and the massive amount of dia-
logue to memorize daily was 
exhausting,” she stated. 
 In May of 1990, Chappell 
started her new role as Dr. Carly 
Manning on the NBC soap “Days 
of Our Lives.” She played the 
love interest for Peter Reckell’s 
character Bo Brady. The two 
characters quickly became a hit 
with the show’s fanbase and Bo 
and Carly became a soap “super-
couple,” as they are known in 
that genre. Adjusting to the in-
stant celebrity and notoriety of 
her new found fame wasn’t easy 
for the young actress.  
 “I don’t know if there’s a way 
you can be ready for that,” she 
explained. “Days became as 
Carly-and-Bo-centric as it could 
be,” she continued.  

 Combined with the long hours 
of working and memorizing all 
the material for each day of 
shooting, things quickly became 
overwhelming. 
 Chappell loved playing the 
character of Dr. Carly Manning 
on the show and the character 
still holds a special place for 
her.  
 “Carly was my first and the 
one I started with so I have a 
real soft spot for her. You put a 
little bit of yourself in every 
character. You do that to portray 
them well,” she said. 
 She would meet Michael 
Sabatino on the set of the show. 
Sabatino was cast as the suave, 
bad guy Lawrence Alamain who 
had a past with her character. 
The two would hit it off and go 
on to eventually marry in real 
life.  
 In 1999, Chappell auditioned 
for a role the writer had her in 
mind for when he created it. 

Guiding Light cast her as Olivia 
Spencer. The role was both fun 
and challenging for her to play.  
 “Her insecurity and nuttiness 
gave her fascinating range, 
depth and potential ,” she 
stated.  
 During this ten year time pe-
riod she was on the show Guid-
ing Light, she would give birth to 
two sons. 
 While on the show, she would 
be approached with a storyline 
that would have lasting effects 
on her career and impact others. 
She was given a story with fel-
low actress Jessica Leccia that 
had the two female characters 
fall in love. They were assured 
the story would be explored 
with taste, compassion and dig-
nity.  
 So, after both accepted the 
story idea, the couple known as 
“Otalia” to Guiding Light fans 
was born. At the same time, on 
As The World Turns, a gay male 

couple storyline had brought 
death threats to the cast of the 
show.  
 Although a couple on the 
series, the characters of Olivia 
and Natalia weren’t allowed to 
touch much.  
 “We asked why and of course, 
the answers we got in response 
was basically double-speak. I 
didn’t understand it then and I 
still don’t know,” she said. 
 As the story was being shown 
on the soap opera, letters began 
pouring in from fans around the 
world. The vast majority of 
these were written by girls and 
women who related to this story 
on a personal level.  
 “They would say thank you 
and would share their experi-
ences. Young girls who were 
confused and frightened, older 
women who appreciated the 
story and felt like they were 
finally being represented,” she 
stated. 
 Chappell was very moved by 
the outpouring from fans. So 
much so that after Guiding Light 
went off the air, she began think-
ing of an idea to continue that 
story in a different way. She got 
in on the forefront of web based 
series. The idea for “Venice: The 
Series” was born, inspired by the 
guiding light characters she and 
Jessica Leccia portrayed.  
 “I had no idea what to expect. 
We just wanted to continue that 
type of story and allow the fans 
to see these two characters kiss 
and interact in a love story,” she 
said. 
 After some of her peers 
agreed to act on a volunteer 
basis and a successful fundrais-
ing campaign was done where 
fans and suppor ters con-
tributed, the series got under-
way.   
 Soap Opera shows, once easi-
ly found all over the major net-
works, had seen the majority of 
their incarnations canceled.  

 “I think technology has had a 
lot to do with it. There’s so many 
more options now on things to 
see and do. Shows on YouTube 
contributed. The fanbase is also 
an older crowd now and I think 
soaps have aged out,” she stat-
ed.    
 Chappell would also return to 
the soap opera “Days of Our 
Lives” in 2009 as Dr. Carly Man-
ning. Changing from playing the 
character of Olivia on “Guiding 
Light” to Carly again on “Days” 
was more difficult than she ex-
pected. 
 Chappell returned to the 
show after wanting a second 
chance to right some things 
from her first stint on the show. 
After two seasons back, the 
character was written off the 
show and Chappell said goodbye 
to her role as Carly Manning. 
 “Venice The Series” has cur-
rently completed season 6 with 
Chappell and Leccia’s characters 
getting married. Fans wanting 
another season has led to the 
announcement that there will be 
a season 7.  
 “After season 7 we will see 
what happens. If there is still 
interest in it for another sea-
son… one season at a time you 
know?” she said. 
 As far as the future, Chappell 
and Sabatino, still very much in 
love all these years later, have a 
lot to look forward to!  
 “We have never told the story 
of My character on Venice and 
my leading lady’s character 
meeting so we are writing a pre-
quel to that and that will be 
published. Michael and I have a 
17 year old son graduating soon 
and a grandchild on the way. So 
a lot to look forward to,” she 
stated. 
 Crystal Chappell has proven 
that talent, hard work and dedi-
cation will allow anyone to be 
whatever they want. For women, 
that’s a very timely and inspira-
tional message. 
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Actor, Writer and Producer Crystal Chappell 
discusses her career and web-series 

Crystal Chappell
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 The US House of Representa-
tives passed a bipartisan bill, 252-
175, to create a 9/11-style com-
mission to investigate the Jan-
uary 6 assault on the US Capitol 
building. Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has already expressed 
his opposition to the formation of 
the commission. 
 On Wednesday, May 19, 2021, 
the US House of Representatives 
had passed bill H.R. 3233 by a 
vote of 252 to 175, with all De-
mocrats and 35 Republicans vot-
ing in favor with GOP party lead-
ership in support of the bill and 
zero Democrats voting no. 
 In response to the pro-Trump 
mob that had stormed the Capi-
tol building and engaged with riot 
police using weapons such as 
pepper spray, pyrotechnic de-
vices, smoke bombs, knives, 
firearms, metal pipes and base-
ball bats, the H.R. 3233 bill was 
introduced on May 14, 2021.  
 This bill establishes in the 
legislative branch the National 
Commission to Investigate the 
January 6 Attack on the United 
States Capitol Complex. The 
commission must (1) conduct an 
investigation of the relevant facts 
and circumstances relating to the 
attack on the Capitol; (2) identify, 
review, and evaluate the causes 
of and the lessons learned from 
this attack; and (3) submit speci-
fied reports containing findings, 
conclusions, and recommenda-
tions to improve the detection, 
prevention, preparedness for, and 
response to targeted violence and 
domestic terrorism and improve 
the security posture of the U.S. 
Capitol Complex.  
 It also gives the commission 
specified powers, including the 
authority to hold hearings, re-
ceive evidence, and issue sub-
poenas. The bill also provides for 
the composition of the commis-
sion and the appointment of staff, 
and it requires the commission to 
hold public hearings and meet-
ings to the extent that it is ap-
propriate. The commission must 
also release public versions of its 
reports. 
 While this sure is a win for the 
Democratic party, this bill is to be 
pushed to the Senate. 

 More than 400 people have 
been charged following the Jan-
uary 6 breach of the US Capitol. 
 Over 400 people have been 
charged for crimes they allegedly 
committed during the January 6, 
2021, storming of the US Capitol, 
according to The Washington 
Post. The FBI says it is continuing 
to search for more suspects. 
Some Republican lawmakers are 
mischaracterizing the events of 
January 6, with one lawmaker 
describing it as a “normal tourist 
visit,” according to PolitiFact and 
The Washington Post. 
 Footage shows violence oc-
curred on January 6 as people 
stormed the US Capitol, accord-
ing to The Washington Post.  
 Comments made by a repre-
sentative from Georgia mischar-
acterized the storming of the 
Capitol as a "normal tourist visit," 
according to fact-checkers and 
journalists. 
 The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) continues to search 
for suspects involved in the 
storming of the Capitol. 
 The vivid violence in the clip 
stands in stark contrast to claims 
b y s o m e R e p u b l i c a n s o n 
Wednesday, who sought to 
downplay the severity of the 
deadly insurrection — with one 
GOP lawmaker even describing 
the attack as a “normal tourist 
visit.” 
 As the FBI is continuing to 
search for suspects involved in 
the storming of the US Capitol, 
they still rely on eye witness ac-
counts and personal identifica-
tion through recognition. The FBI 
continues to take to social media 
with various photographs of riot-
ers asking if anyone familiar with 
the suspects can personally iden-
tify them.  

NEWS
May 21, 2021 

The US Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. Photo by Andy Feliciotti on Unsplash
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George Floyd: Gone but never forgotten

Next Tuesday, May 25, The 
George Floyd Global 
Memorial will hold “Rise 

and Remember.” A daylong cele-
bration in reverence of the one-
year anniversary of George “Per-
ry” Floyd’s death. 
 Starting at 1 p.m. local time 
this free event will take place at 
the intersection of East 38th 
Street and Chicago Avenue in 
Minneapolis with community art, 
an open mic session, concerts, a 
DJ and activities for children 
then end at 9 p.m. with a candle-
light vigil honoring Floyd and his 
importance, at the site where he 
was killed. 
 A Minnesota jury found for-
mer Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin guilty Tuesday, 
April 20, on charges of second-
degree unintentional murder, 
third-degree murder and second-
degree manslaughter for the May 
2020 killing of George Floyd. 
Jurors announced their final 
verdict after approximately 10 
hours of deliberation. 
 Chauvin is charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, third-degree 
murder and second-degree man-
slaughter. In total, the former 
police officer faces over 40 years 
in prison. 
  Weeks later, on May 7, 
a federal grand jury indicted 
Derek Chauvin and three other 
ex-Minneapolis police officers on 

charges of US civil rights viola-
tions, accusing the four ex-cops 
of violating George Floyd’s con-
stitutional right to be free from 
excessive force and unreason-
able seizure during an arrest that 
led to his death in 2020. 
 Chauvin – who faces sentenc-
ing this June on three convic-
tions in connection to Floyd’s 
death – was also named in a 
separate civil rights indictment 
on Friday for a 2017 incident 
involving a then-14-year-old mi-
nor. 
 George Floyd Square and the 
George Floyd Global Memorial 
were built by members of the 
community who wanted to pre-
serve the site where 46-year-old, 
George Floyd, lost his life in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. Family 
members of George Floyd (aunt: 
Angela Harrelson, cousin: Paris 
Stevens, and Lead Caretaker: 
Jeanelle Austin) established The 
George Floyd Global Memorial; a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit in Minnesota. 
 It was formed to bring togeth-
er members of Floyd’s family and 
the local community to preserve 
more than 2,500 artistic tributes 
by community members located 
at the intersection of East 38th 
Street and Chicago Avenue in 
Minneapolis known as George 
Floyd Square. It is not confirmed 
whether the event will take place 
each year.  

Global memorial celebration 
‘Rise and Remember’ to 

honor Floyd 
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The impact of George Floyd’s death rippled throughout the world causing numerous global protests that demanded human rights equality
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 Late Monday night, Green 
Valley Bean went up in flames 
around 8:30 p.m. in Park Rapids, 
Minnesota. Fire crews from 
across the region stepped up to 
the scene to aid in taking down 
the blaze. With no reported in-
juries but major infrastructure 
damage, the plant fire was put 
out around 2:20 a.m Tuesday. 
 The cause of this fire is under 
investigation.

May 21, 2021 News

 Minnesota’s seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate ticked 
down to 4.1 percent in April, 
from 4.2 percent in March, ac-
cording to numbers released 
today by the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and Eco-
nomic Development (DEED). The 
unemployment rate decline was 
due to people moving from un-
employment to employment. The 
U.S. unemployment rate rose 
one-tenth to 6.1 percent in April. 
 For the fourth straight month, 
Minnesota gained jobs. Min-
nesota gained 11,300 jobs in 
April on a seasonally adjusted 
basis, up 0.4 percent, following 
growth of 20,400 (adjusted) jobs 
in March, 12,400 jobs in February 

and 51,600 jobs in January. Min-
nesota’s private sector gained 
8,100 jobs of those 11,300 jobs in 
April, up 0.3 percent. The U.S. 
gained 266,000 jobs, up 0.2 per-
cent over the month in April. 
 Minnesota lost 416,300 jobs 
from February through April 
2020 and has since gained 
235,300 jobs, or 56.5 percent of 
the jobs lost on a seasonally 
adjusted basis. The private sec-
tor has regained 57.7 percent of 
the jobs lost. 
 “We’re continuing to see job 
growth,” said DEED Commission-
er Steve Grove. “At DEED, we are 
proactively working with Min-
nesotans looking for work and 
connecting them with employers 
who need talent. There are many 
good jobs available now.” 
 Many Minnesotans, particular-
ly those from Black, Indigenous 
and People of Color (BIPOC) 
communities, are looking for 
work now. Based on 12-month 

moving averages, the unem-
ployment rate for Black Min-
nesotans was 8.9 percent in 
April, down from 9.0 percent in 
March and up from 4.3 percent 
one year ago. The Latinx unem-
ployment rate was 7.7 percent in 
April , holding steady from 
March, and up from 4.4 percent 
one year ago. White Minnesotans 
were at 5.6 percent in April, 
down from 5.9 percent in March, 
and up from 3.5 percent one year 
ago. 
 In April, Minnesota gained 
230,463 payroll jobs, up 9.0 per-
cent over the year. April 2021 
gains put Minnesota 165,852 jobs 
short of April 2019 employment. 
The private sector gained 
218,040 jobs, up 10.1 percent 
over the year, putting the private 
sector 150,042 jobs short of its 
April 2019 level. U.S. employment 
grew 10.9 percent over the year 
with the private sector up 13.3 
percent in April. 

Minnesota unemployment rate 
drops to 4.1 percent in April 
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 With Minnesota’s new assisted 
living licensure law set to take 
effect Aug. 1, the Minnesota De-
partment of Health (MDH) en-
courages families and residents 
at assisted living-type facilities to 
ask their current care providers 
about their plans and any im-
pacts to the care provided be-
ginning in August. 
 Assisted living providers will 
also need to notify families and 
residents if they will no longer 
provide certain services, or if 
contracts are updated to meet 
license changes. 
 Approximately 60,000 Min-
nesotans live in 1,800 assisted 
living-type facilities that mostly 
serve seniors. Most of those who 
live in an assisted living-type 
facility, dementia care or housing 
with home care will not experi-
ence significant changes in their 
services due to the new licensing 
program. However, some resi-
dents may see changes by this 
August, and in some cases those 
changes may make it necessary 
for residents to find a new ser-
vice provider or even a new 
place to live. 
 According to Minnesota 
Commissioner of Health Jan Mal-
colm, the best approach for resi-
dents and their families is to 
connect with their care providers 
as soon as possible to learn how 
the new licensure program may 
impact the providers’ services 
and plans going forward. 
 “It is an important time to 
discuss your care because 
providers are currently making 
decisions about the type of ser-
vices they will be offering begin-
ning Aug. 1,” said Commissioner 
Malcolm. “We are working with 
providers to make sure residents 
get all the information they need 
in a timely fashion, but it’s a 
good idea for residents and fami-
lies to have these discussions 
with providers and ask questions 
now so they are prepared to 
manage any possible changes.” 

 Minnesotans who live in an 
assisted living-type facility 
should look for a notification 
from their provider in the coming 
weeks, or they should contact 
their provider to learn whether 
their provider intends to get the 
assisted living license needed to 
keep operating after Aug. 1. Cur-
r e n t a s s i s t e d l i v i n g - t y p e 
providers must apply by June 1 
to be eligible for Minnesota’s 
new assisted living license. 
 “The new licensure structure 
protects the foundation of as-
sisted living in Minnesota, includ-
ing consumer choice, indepen-
dence and the ability to age in 
place while enhancing trans-
parency and regulatory account-
ability. We encourage patience 
through th is generat iona l 
change, giving caregivers, regula-
tors, families and residents time 
to adapt to and complete this 
significant transition,” said Gayle 
Kvenvold, president/CEO of 
LeadingAge Minnesota. 
 Any comprehensive home 
care provider not planning to 
provide home care services after 
Aug. 1 must give a written notice 
by May 31 to every resident who 
receives services. Likewise, a 
housing with services provider 
who does not intend to continue 
to offer housing after Aug. 1 must 
notify tenants in writing by May 
31. 
 “No one contemplated than 
that we would be crafting the 
rules for this new framework in 
the middle of a pandemic, which 
has made the transition more 
complex with less time to pre-
pare,”  said Patti Cullen, presi-
dent/CEO, Care Providers of 
Minnesota. “Despite all the chal-
lenges of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and a worse-than-ever workforce 
shortage, we remain fully com-
mitted to the successful imple-
mentation of the new assisted 
living rules in our communities.” 
 These changes could impact 
residents living in housing with 
home care services, which may 
affect the following services: 
• Assisting with dressing, self-

feeding, oral hygiene, hair care, 
g ro o m i n g , t o i l e t i n g , a n d 
bathing  

• Providing standby assistance 

• Medication management ser-
vices 

• Hands-on assistance with 
transfers and mobility 

• Treatment and therapies 

 The groundbreaking reform 
legislation passed by the Min-
nesota Legislature and signed 
into law by Gov. Tim Walz in 2019 
is designed to improve the safety 
and quality of care in long-term 
care in Minnesota. There will be 
two types of assisted living li-
censes beginning Aug. 1: 
• Assisted Living License  
• Assisted Living License with 

Dementia Care 

 The two licenses replace the 
combined Comprehensive Home 
Care License and the Housing 
with Services registration, which 
will be discontinued after July 
31.  
 “The Alzheimer’s Association 
is always available to support 
families as they consider any 
change in care for someone liv-
ing with dementia,” said Sue 
Parriott, Alzheimer’s Association 
Minnesota-North Dakota Chapter 
CEO.  “We understand that these 
transitions may be stressful, but 
we believe this new licensing 
system will provide a more sta-
ble and safe care environment 
for residents in all assisted living 
settings.” 
 The new assisted living re-
forms set higher expectations for 
providers and create more pro-
tections for people living in as-
sisted living establishments. It 
will also create clear pathways 
for accountability and better 
services for residents of assisted 
living facilities. 
 “We want Minnesota families 
and residents to be aware of the 
positive changes coming related 
to the licensing of assisted living 
facilities,” states Kristine Sund-
berg, executive director of Elder 
Voice Family Advocates. “We now 
have a substantial improvement 
in safety and care standards and 
added protections on the way 
that will help keep our parents 
and spouses better protected 
from neglect and harm.” 
 For more information, please 
visit the  Assisted Living Licen-
sure webpage. 

Assisted living residents encouraged to prepare 
for August licensing changes in Minnesota 

Fire heavily 
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 The beloved, historic theater 
that had enlightened residents of 
the Uptown area of Minneapolis 
with showings of independent 
films, foreign language pieces 
and screening classic midnight 
movies since opening in 1916, 
now faces eviction. 
 Lagoon Partners, LLC, sent a 
notice on May 4 regarding its 
failure to pay rent and had de-
manded payment in full by May 
17. According to Lagoon Part-
ners, LLC, the payment was nev-
er received by the demanded 
date. On May 18, they filed an 
eviction complaint which states 
Landmark Theater's owes more 
than $340,000 in unpaid rent, 
operating expenses and fees. 
 Having been a part of the 
community for nearly 10.5 
decades, eviction hasn’t been the 
only hurdle this theater has 
faced. It opened its doors in 1916 
under the name of Lagoon The-
atre only to be renamed Uptown 
Theatre and remodeled in 1929.  
 An unfortunate fire broke in 
the ventilation system on April 
25, 1939, during Trade Winds and 
had to be completely rebuilt due 
to damage. For seven months in 
2012, the Uptown closed down 
for a remodel then reopened in 
September. In March 2020, they 
temporarily closed their doors 
due to the global COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Beloved theater faces eviction 
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MDA to fight gypsy moth in southeast 
Winona County on Saturday, May 22 

 Residents around treatment 
area will notice low-flying air-
plane. 
 The Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) is planning to 
treat an area in New Hartford 
Township, Winona County, to 
eradicate a gypsy moth infesta-
tion detected in the area last fall. 
 Officials plan to conduct the 
aerial treatment on Saturday, 
May 22, starting as early as 5:30 
a.m. The treatment will take ap-
proximately two hours to com-
plete. This is dependent on 
weather conditions. A Friday, 
May 21, treatment may be neces-
sary if forecasted rain prevents a 
Saturday treatment. 
 This is the first of two aerial 
a p p l i c a t i o n s o f F o r a y /
Bacillus  thuringiensis  var.  kursta-
ki  (Btk) over the approximately 
1,140-acre area. The second will 
take place in 5-14 days. Btk is a 
biological product that is organic 
certified for food crops. It has no 

known health effects for humans, 
pets, birds, fish, livestock, bees, 
and other non-caterpillar insects. 
 To help area citizens stay in-
formed, the MDA has set up an 
Arrest the Pest Info Line at 1-888-
545-MOTH with the latest details 
about treatment dates and times. 
On the morning of the treat-
ments, residents can call the 
phone number with any ques-
tions they may have. Simply 
press 0 (zero) to speak to some-
o n e . T h e M D A’ s w e b s i t e 
(www.mda.state.mn.us/gmtreat-
ments) also has information 
about gypsy moths and control 
efforts. Residents can sign up for 
u p d a t e s a b o u t t r e a t m e n t 
progress by text ing “MDA 
WINONA” to 468311 to receive 
text notifications or texting “MDA 
WINONA [your email address 
here]” to 468311 to receive email 
notifications. 
 The MDA offers the following 
tips to residents in the treatment 
area: 
 For the gypsy moth treatment 
to work, it must begin early in 
the morning. Treatments may 
begin as early as 5:30 a.m. Resi-
dents in and around the treat-
ment area, up to a half mile out-
side of the treatment area, may 

be awakened on that day by the 
noise of a low-flying airplane. The 
MDA apologizes for any inconve-
nience. 
 The treatment product has no 
known health effects for humans, 
but residents may wish to stay 
indoors during the treatment and 
keep windows closed for a half 
hour after application. Residents 
can cover gardens or turn on 
sprinklers during the treatment if 
they wish. 
 The residue does not cause 
damage to outdoor surfaces. 
However, soapy water will re-
move any residue on outdoor 
items. 
 Gypsy moths are among Amer-
ica’s most destructive tree pests, 
having caused millions of dollars 
in damage to Eastern forests. The 
moths are now threatening Min-
nesota. If present in large num-
bers, gypsy moth caterpillars can 
defoliate large sections of forest. 
Oak, poplar, birch and willow are 
among their preferred hosts. The 
moths spread slowly on their 
own, but people can uninten-
tionally help them spread by 
transporting firewood or other 
items on which the moths have 
laid their eggs. 
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 On Thursday, May 20, a Flor-
ida man and self-identified Proud 
Boy was arrested for crimes 
related to the breach of the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, which 
disrupted a joint session of the 
U.S. Congress in the process of 
ascertaining and counting the 
electoral votes related to the 
presidential election. 
 Daniel Lyons Scott, 28, of 
Bradenton, is charged with fed-
eral offenses that include assault 
on a federal officer with physical 
contact and intent to commit 
another felony; obstruction of 
law enforcement during civil 
disorder; and knowingly engag-

ing in acts of physical violence 
on restricted grounds, among 
other charges. Scott is making 
his initial court appearance on 
May 20 in the Middle District of 
Florida. 
 According to court docu-
ments, Scott is a member of the 
Proud Boys, a group self-de-
scribed as a “pro-Western frater-
nal organization for men who 
refuse to apologize for creating 
the modern world; aka Western 
Chauvinists.” Publicly available 
footage depicts Scott in a black 
ballistic vest, with goggles 
clipped to it,  at the lower west 
terrace of the Capitol where a 
large crowd was yelling at U.S. 
Capitol Police (USCP) officers. 
Scott can be seen pushing two 
USCP officers backward, up the 
steps. He appears to be one of 
the first, or perhaps the first, 
person to initiate contact with 
law enforcement at this location.  

 The case is being prosecuted 
by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the District of Columbia and the 
Department of Justice National 
Security Division’s Counterter-
rorism Section. Valuable as-
sistance was provided by the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Middle District of Florida. 
 The case is being investigated 
by the FBI’s Washington Field 
Office, as well as the Met-
ropolitan Police Department, 
with significant assistance pro-
vided by the FBI’s Tampa Field 
Office.  
 In the first 120 days after Jan. 
6, approximately 440 individuals 
have been arrested on charges 
related to the Jan. 6 Capitol 
breach, including over 125 indi-
viduals charged with assaulting 
or impeding law enforcement. 
The investigation remains ongo-
ing.   

Florida man and self-identified Proud Boy 
arrested for assault on law enforcement 

during Jan. 6 Capitol Breach 
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Despite debuting back in 
February,  “Superman & 
Lois,”  The CW’s most re-

c e n t s h a r e d u n i v e r s e D C 
series,  has only aired five of its 
fifteen episodes so far. Tonight, 
after an extended hiatus, the Man 
of Steel-inspired show  returns 
with an intrigue-laden episode 
that finds Lois Lane working with 
the series’  alt-universe Luthor. 
Yet, while the return of the series 
certainly offers its share of wide-
screen action and mystery,  “Su-
perman & Lois” continues to put 
its surprisingly relatable family at 
the forefront. 
 The addition of Jonathan and 
Jordan Kent, the twin boys that 
came about as a result of the 
Arrowverse’s “Crisis on Infinite 
Earths,” wasn’t without its share 
of controversy when it was re-
vealed. Jonathan and Jordan 
aren’t superheroes and don’t 
have immediate analogs in comic 
book continuity. (In current 
comics, Lois and Clark have a 
single son, who grew up away 
from his parents.) Also blazing 
new ground  was Superman’s de-
cision to move his family back to 
Smallville — into the very house 
he lived in with his human par-
ents before putting on the cape. 
Yet, it’s these new elements that 
h a v e m a d e  “ S u p e r m a n & 
Lois”  feel remarkably  fresh. It’s 
enough of a change that we truly 
don’t know what to expect, while 
still possessing the essential  fa-
miliar elements needed to make 
the show feel like Superman. 
 Maintaining that balance is 
largely the responsibility of Exec-
utive Producer Todd Helbing, 
who ser ves as showrunner 
for “Superman & Lois.” We recent-
ly had a chance to chat with Hel-
bing about what we can expect 
now that the series is back as 
well as why he feels the show has 

been so well received. In addi-
tion, we got his thoughts on com-
ic book Easter eggs, what part of 
the Superman mythos you should 
never change and whether or not 
we’ll be seeing  “Superman & 
Lois” crossing over with the rest 
of the Arrowverse. 
 We’ve only seen five episodes, 
b u t s o f a r  “ S u p e r m a n & 
Lois” really seems to have been 
embraced by both hardcore and 
casual Superman fans alike. 
What do you see as the secret to 
the show’s broad appeal? 

 I think it’s because at its heart, 
it’s a family drama, where Clark 
Kent is more of a character than 
Superman. That’s really what it is. 
I think any time you get too comic 
book heavy, you lose people. Our 
whole approach is if you can 
ground a Superman story and 

find a way to tell Superman sto-
ries in that format, it can res-
onate. I’m just really happy that 
people are responding to it. 
 You might not get too comic 
book heavy, but you do include 
a lot of Easter eggs in the 
episodes. Is striking a balance 

between those sort of comic 
book elements and the overall 
family drama structure the plan 
going forward? 
 Yeah, I love Easter eggs. I love 
callbacks. Any time you can do a 
live version of a splash page, I 
love doing that stuff. If you are a 
comic book fan and you know it, 
it just makes that experience a 
little bit more rewarding, but it 
doesn’t change anything for 
somebody that doesn’t know 
that. It’s just a cool set piece. So, 
any time we can do that and it 

doesn’t make somebody at home 
that doesn’t know it scratch their 
head, I think it’s worth doing. 
 You’ve made some r ea l 
changes to Superman canon 
with  “Superman & Lois.” I’m 
curious, what do you see as the 
things that have to stay consis-
tent with Superman — the 
things that can’t change? 
 With both Superman and Lois, 
you just have to keep who they 
are at the core the same — what 
they stand for, what their drives 
are. Lois Lane has to be fearless, 
independent and outspoken. In 
our version, she needs to be a 
really good mother and strong 
partner. Clark just needs to be a 
good guy from a small town. He’s 
a simple guy. He happens to be 
the most powerful man in the 
universe, and he wants to do 
good and change the world, but 
he’s a humble guy at the end of 
the day. He’s as comfortable — or 
probably  more  comfortable — 
just being in his barn. I think if 
those core aspects are there, then 
we’ve done a good job. 
 I think everyone would agree 
that Clark Kent had a really 
good upbringing by his adoptive 
parents. On the other hand, 
Clark seems to be struggling 
when it comes to helping Jordan 
understand his powers. Do you 
think having powers himself 
might be making that more dif-
ficult for Clark?  
 What’s different is that when 
Clark showed up, he had his 
powers from day one. He was 
young enough that he doesn’t 
remember what it was like, so 
even if there were challenges, he 
doesn’t remember them. His ex-
perience was not what Jordan’s is. 
I don’t know if this is the best 
analogy, but if you’re Michael 
Jordan and you’re teaching bas-
ketball to your kids, how do you 
teach something in which you 
had the gifts to become the best 
in the world? If you’re Eddie Van 
Halen, how do you teach guitar to 
your kids? It’s that sort of 

See Superman and Lois page 10 

‘Superman and Lois’ keeps its high-flying hero grounded 

Alexander Garfin as Jordan and Tyler Hoechlin as Clark. Photo by Bettina Strauss/The CW
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Luke Skywalker and Chewbacca step into ‘War 
of the Bounty Hunters’ in ‘Star Wars no. 13’ 

New Superman animated  
series announced 

————— 
Page 8

The Caped Crusader returns 
————— 
Page 8

Warner Bros., Kaley Cuoco 
extend partnership 

————— 
Page 8

L uke and Chewbacca travel 
to Nar Shaddaa to find 
Boba Fett and bring Han 

Solo home. However, they run 
into some trouble left behind by 
the bounty hunter. In this review, 
Brian of Earth 16 continues his 
coverage on the “War of the 
Bounty Hunters” arc. 
 In the latest “Star Wars” issue, 
Charles Soule (Undiscovered 
Country, Darth Vader and Star 
Wars: The High Republic), has 
thrust the Rebel Alliance poster 
boy and future Jedi Knight Luke 
Skywalker and the mighty wookie 
Chewbacca into the “War of the 
Bounty Hunters.” And for the Jedi 
hopeful and beloved fur-ball, it is 
personal since this involves their 
friend, Han Solo, who is encased 
in carbonite.  

————— 
This article may  
contain spoilers 

 “Star Wars no. 13” begins with 
Luke Skywalker continuing his 
Jedi training. C-3PO and R2-D2 
approach the Jedi who masterful-
ly dispatches the training seeker 
droids with near ease. Unper-
turbed, Skywalker learns that his 
faithful blue astromech droid has 
information related to their re-
cent trip to the planet Elphrona, 
the location of an High Republic 
era Jedi Outpost where Luke 
found his new yellow-bladed 
lightsaber. 
 Before Luke could learn what 
information Artoo had, Chewbac-
ca interrupts and, through 
Threepio’s translation, tells Luke 
that he has a contact on the 
planet Nar Shaddaa who has seen 
Boba Fett who they know is in 
possession of carbonite-frozen 
Han Solo. Luke, being the hero 
that he is, agrees to help Chewie 
get his friend back.  
 The Wookie and Jedi, along 
with the two droids, take the 
Millennium Falcon and travel to 
Nar Shaddaa and meet up with a 

wookie named Sagwa who hap-
pens to be a guard at the arena 
Boba fought in under his “Jango” 
alias. While Skywalker tries to 
make the connection between 
Boba and Jango, he and his 
friends run into trouble with the 
thugs hired by the Hutts of Kanji 
who have a bone to pick with 
“Jango.” They are angry that 
“Jango” ran off with their money 
after killing off their prize fighter 
Wyrmen Lictor.  
 When I read Charles Soule’s 
work on “Star Wars,” I feel that he 
is up there with Dave Feloni and 
Jon Favreau. Like Feloni and 
Favreau, he understands “Star 
Wars.” Soule’s writing continues 
to impress when it comes to 
character development. Even 
though this issue is a part of the 
“War of the Bounty Hunters” arc, 

it is still a Luke Skywalker-centric 
issue. 
 Soule’s Skywalker is a maturing 
man who is no longer the mois-
ture farmer from Tatooine wanti-
ng to go to Tosche Station to get 
power converters. He is a man 
who is becoming more self-less 
and getting closer to becoming 
the Jedi-in-black we see in the 
“Return of the Jedi” Luke has 
been to the depths of hell to re-
claim his connection to the Force 
and rebuild his confidence after 
his duel with Darth Vader on 
Cloud City and learning that the 
Sith Lord is his father, Anakin 
Skywalker. 
 We see this when Luke and 
company are ambushed by the 
goons hired by the Hutts of Nar 
Kanj. The usually headstrong 
Luke is uncharacteristically calm 

and collected and confidently 
tells the thugs that he and his 
friends are going to leave while 
i gn i t ing h is ye l low-b laded 
lightsaber. 
 When the thugs chase the 
young Jedi, we see shades of 
Anakin Skywalker and Obi-Wan 
Kenobi during the Clone Wars as 
he deflects the laser bolts almost 
effortlessly with his lightsaber. 
However, Soule makes us realize 
that Luke still has a lot to learn 
and mature when the Jedi arro-
gantly says “Got ya” and almost 
gets hit by a blaster bolt from a 
thug.  
 Fortunately, Skywalker and his 
friends escape Nar Shaadaa but 
the Jedi is not out of the woods 
yet since the Kanji thugs plan to 
get a payday by reporting to the 

Imperials that they encountered a 
Jedi. 
 After the battle, Luke learns 
that the message Artoo had for 
him was regarding the possibility 
of existing Jedi outposts where 
he can find artifacts and study 
the ways of the Force. The comic 
ends with Threepio announcing 
that Leia has gotten in contact 
with someone who claims to be 
in possession of Han Solo.  
 I thought it was cool that Soule 
apparently threw in an “Solo: A 
Star Wars Story” easter egg when 
he introduced Chewie’s wookie 
friend Sagwa. When Threepio 
mentioned that Chewie rescued 
Sagwa on Kessel, I thought of that 
scene where a young Han Solo 
(played by Alden Enhrenreich) 
and Chewbacca (Played by 
Joonas Suotamo) rescued the 

enslaved Wookies on the spice 
mines of Kessel. When I saw the 
panel drawing of Chewie and 
Sagwa embracing, I felt that al-
luded to the scene where Chewie 
pressed his head with one of the 
wookies he and Han freed.  
 Speaking of the panels and 
scenes, Roman Rosana and 
Rachelle Rosenberg’s illustrations 
provided some of my favorite 
panels involving Luke. One of 
those panels is of Luke doing his 
Jedi training at the gym with his 
yellow-bladed lightsaber. 
 There were several panels 
where Luke utters the words the 
wise Jedi Master Yoda had taught 
him while those pesky seeker 
droids orbit him. Several panels 
show him doing several acrobat-
ics while deflecting laser bolts. I 
felt that these panels were reflec-
tive of the scene in “Star Wars: A 
New Hope” where Luke is getting 
hit by the blaster bolts from the 
seeker droid while learning how 
to handle a lightsaber.  
 Another favorite panel is when 
Luke ignites his lightsaber to take 
on the Kanji thugs. What was cool 
about this panel was that it 
showed Luke wie ld ing h is 
lightsaber backwards , almost 
similar to Ahsoka Tano and Galen 
Marek, Starkiller from “Star Wars: 
A Force Unleashed.” 
 What was also cool about this 
panel was that it did not need to 
be a full splash page to show that 
Luke meant business when he 
said that the thugs were not go-
ing to take him and his friends. 
All the panel needed to do was a 
partial “bleed,” or partially   run 
off the page and be sort of a half 
splash. Plus, it just made Luke 
look epic and ready for battle 
with Chewbacca and Threepio in 
the background. (Knowing 
Threepio, he was probably pray-
ing to the Maker that he would 
leave Nar Shaddaa in one piece.) 
 I am looking forward to review-
ing the “War of the Bounty 
Hunters” tie ins which include 
“Darth Vader no. 12,” “Doctor 
Aphra no. 10,” “Bounty Hunters 
no. 2,” which will be followed by 
“Star Wars: War of the Bounty 
Hunters no. 1”  
 “Star Wars no. 13” is available 
wherever comic books are sold.  

Star Wars: War of the Bounty Hunters Alpha was written by Charles Soule, with art by Steve McNiven. Colors were done by Laura Martin with lettering by VC’s Travis Lanham. The comic 
was published by Marvel.

By Brian of Earth-16 
Daily Planet Reporter
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Superman to return to  
animation with exciting 

new series 
By Sanjayan Karthikeyan 

Daily Planet Reporter 

 DC COMICS   

 Warner Media announced a 
new animated show that will 
follow Jimmy Olsen, Superman’s 
best pal, and a young Lois and 
Clark, the Daily Planet’s ace re-
porters. 
 “This is the first animated 
Superman series in many years 
and we want to tell our Super-
man story through the trio of 
Clark, Lois and Jimmy — whose 

relationship dynamic will allow 
for rich, serialized, and engaging 
stories as we explore their lives 
as individuals and their journey 
as friends,” said Sam Register, 
president of Warner Bros. Anima-
tion and Cartoon Network Stu-
dios. 
 My Adventures with Superman 
will star “The Boys’” Jack Quaid 
as Superman and Alice Lee from 

“Zoey’s Extraordinary Playlist” as 
Lois Lane. The series is executive 
produced by Sam Register who 
has produced a lot of amazing 
DC animated movies and shows, 
Jake Wyatt and Brendan Clogher.  
 The show will be produced in 
a partnership between Cartoon 
Network and HBO Max. Which is 
also the case with the new Bat-
man animated show. 

 “Batman: Caped Crusader” is a 
new animated series from execu-
tive producers Bruce Timm, J.J. 
Abrams, and Matt Reeves have 
officially received a straight-to-
series order from HBO Max and 
Cartoon Network.  
 Warner Bros. Animation, Bad 
Robot Productions and 6th & 
Idaho will produce the latest 
chapter in the fabled Batman 
lore. The series will feature the 
return of Bruce Timm, one of the 
creators behind the Emmy 
award-winning Batman The Ani-
mated Series.  
 Tom Ascheim, President, 
Warner Bros. Global Kids, Young 

Adults and Classics (GKYAC), 
and Sam Register, President, 
Warner Bros. Animation (WBA) 
and Cartoon Network Studios 
(CNS), unveiled the series on 
Wednesday.  
 Ascheim spoke about the new 
creative approach “It is always 
fun to feed the insatiable ap-
petite fans have for all things, 
Batman. Batman: Caped Crusad-
er will entertain first-time and 
die-hard fans alike and, with such 
an impressive creative team in 
place, we know we have another 
future Batman classic in the mak-
ing.” 
 Register added, “Batman: The 
Animated Series was a master-
piece that shaped the perception 
of the character for an entire 
generation of fans. It is in that 
spirit that we are bringing to-
gether three master storytellers 

in J.J., Matt, and Bruce – each 
with their own intuitive under-
standing and affection for the 
character – to create a new se-
ries that will continue in the 
same groundbreaking legacy.” 
 When asked about the future 
of the series Executive Producers 
Bruce Timm, J.J. Abrams and 
Matt Reeves said: “We are be-
yond excited to be working to-
gether to bring this character 
back, to tell engrossing new sto-
ries in Gotham City. The series 
will be thrilling, cinematic, and 
evocative of Batman’s noir roots 
while diving deeper into the psy-
chology of these iconic charac-
ters. We cannot wait to share this 
new world. 
 “Batman: Caped Crusader” has 
no launch date, but it will debut 
on HBO MAX and Cartoon Net-
work. 

The Caped Crusader returns 

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor 

 DC COMICS   

Superman and Lois 
Continued from Page 9 

scenario. Not only that, but Jor-
dan’s half human. He’s experienc-
ing pain when these powers de-
velop. When his powers are man-
ifesting, it’s just such a different 
scenario. Clark can’t just apply 
the same lessons that his parents 
taught him. It’s not a one to one. 
On top of him now being a parent 
and having a different under-
standing of what his parents 
were really trying to teach him, 
Clark also needs to try to figure 
out how to speak to this kid from 
a different generation. I think 
that’s all really interesting. 
 What do you think Jordan’s 
expectations are with his pow-
ers? Does he want to be a su-
perhero? 
 When they first appear, he 
thinks it’s going to be this easy 
road. All of a sudden, he’s think-
ing, “Man, I’m going to be Su-
perman.” Around episode two, 
he has a conversation with 
Jonathan where he’s talking 
about going off to the Fortress. 
He’s like, “Can you imagine if I 
can fly?” 
 He has all these expectations 
and it’s not just going to happen 
for this kid. I think he kind of 
assumes that all of his problems 
are going to be gone — his anxi-
ety is going to be gone. It just 
sort of heightens things in a way 
that he’s sort of blindsided by. 
 Lois Lane is currently fo-
cused on bringing down Mor-
gan Edge. Do you think she has 
a plan for what she’d like to do 
after that? Do you think a 
world-renowned reporter can 
be happy and fulfilled in a small 
town like Smallville? 

 I don’t know if Lois Lane ever 
has a long-term plan. She’s one of 
these people that when she sees 
a story, she goes after it with 
everything that she has because 
there’s always going to be anoth-
er story after that. What she 
didn’t realize in Smallville was 
that this was a town, like all 
kinds of small towns in America, 
where there are plenty of stories, 
it’s just people never think about 
it. It’s always New York and LA — 
the big cities. What she discov-
ers is that every single person in 
Smallville has a pretty awesome 
story, and it’s up to her to seek 
them out. She doesn’t have to 
wait for the stories to come to 
her now, she can just go find 
them. I think that’s what’s going 
to be a little bit different. 
 I also can’t help but feel for 
Jonathan. It seems like nothing 
has really worked out for him 
since the move back to Small-
ville. So far, he’s been support-
ive, but I’m worried, is he 
maybe headed down a dark 
path? 
 Well, like any kid who’s had 
their life upended, he has some 
legitimate issues. I think maybe 
he takes them out on Clark, par-
ticularly in the first handful of 
episodes. But I think at his core, 
Jonathan’s a good guy who’s 
close with his brother and will 
always stick up for him. I don’t 
know if he has it in him to go 
dark. I think he’s just a normal 
kid who lashes out sometimes. 
 Well, let’s talk about someone 
who can go dark, then. Every-
one’s curious about the show’s 
Luthor. So far, we’ve gotten 
glimpses of his past shedding 
some light on what he’s up to. 
When will be finding out more? 

 You get a little bit in this 
week’s episode. Lois and Luthor 
go into the mines together and 
she gets a little information that 
causes her to suspect that this 
guy isn’t being forthright. Then 
in episode 7, you get a huge part 
of his backstory. His character 
really comes into focus in next 
week’s episode. 
 What’s something you think 
will surprise people about this 
Luthor? 
 All I’ll say is just watch 
episode 7. The whole thing is a 
surprise. 
 F i n a l l y, w h e r e d o y o u 
see  Superman & Lois  within 
the Arrowverse? Do you think 
we’ll ever see crossovers? 
 It’s really strange how this all 
happened because originally we 
were going to do a crossover 
with Batwoman and Covid really 
changed everything. Things 
dropped out that wouldn’t nor-
mally have dropped out if not for 
the pandemic. As the episodes 
progressed, it got harder and 
harder to bring up any sort of 
crossover without opening a can 
of worms, so  Superman & 
Lois probably feels more distant 
than we intended. 
 Diggle still shows up in the 
show in episode 12, but honestly, 
we have to see how this all 
shakes out in Vancouver. We 
can’t have actors come over to 
sets because of the testing. It’s 
been a challenge for sure. 
 But in your mind, it is still 
part of the shared world? 
 It’s all part of the DC world, 
yeah. 
 This article was originally pub-
lished by Tim Beedle at DC 
Comics. It was not altered in any 
way. 

Alexander Garfin as Jordan. Photo by Bettina Strauss/The CW

 Warner Bros. Television Group 
and Kaley Cuoco have extend 
their long-standing creative part-
nership with a new overall deal. 
 Warner Bros . Te lev is ion 
Group  and  Kaley Cuoco  are ex-
tending their long-standing cre-
ative partnership with an expan-
sive new overall deal for  “The 
Flight Attendant” star and execu-
tive producer Cuoco and her 
production company,  Yes, Nor-
man Productions. 
 WBTVG can confirm that it is 
an exclusive, multiyear pact. 
Financial terms were not dis-
closed, per Studio policy. 
 Cuoco and her Yes, Norman 
Productions team — led by Exec-
utive Vice President  Suzanne 
McCormack — will continued to 
develop new original program-
ming for all platforms: streaming 
services (including WarnerMe-
dia’s HBO Max), cable, and the 
broadcast networks. 
 Kaley Cuoco  said: “Warner 
Bros. has been my home away 
from home for as long as I can 
remember which makes this 
partnership so special on every 
level. I look forward to much 
continued success with my ex-
tended family!!!!!” 
 This is Cuoco’s third overall 
agreement with the Studio. In 
2017, she formed Yes, Norman 
Productions and signed her first 
WBTVG deal to develop new 
original programming, and fol-
lowed that with a new pact in 
2019. Cuoco’s relationship with 
the Studio dates back to 2007 and 
the debut of “The Big Bang Theo-
ry.” The blockbuster hit comedy 
ran for 12 seasons and 279 

episodes, making it the longest-
running multicamera series in 
television history. 
 Through her Warner Bros. 
deal, Cuoco developed, executive 
produced, and starred in the 
a c c l a i m e d H B O M a x h i t 
series  “The Flight Attendant,” 
which debuted on Thanksgiving 
2020 and has been renewed for a 
second season. All eight episodes 
of the first season are now 
streaming on HBO Max. 
 After collaborating on  “The 
Flight Attendant,” Cuoco recently 
re-teamed with Berlanti Produc-
tions and Warner Bros. Television 
to land the rights to  “Doris Day: 
Her Own Story,” the legendary 
singer’s official biography/auto-
biography, by A.E. Hotchner. The 
project is currently in develop-
ment, with Cuoco slated to star. 
 And through the Warner Bros. 
Global Kids, Young Adults, and 
Classics division, Cuoco is an 
executive producer and voices 
the title character of Warner 
Bros. Animation’s critically ac-
claimed adult animated comedy 
series  “Harley Quinn." HBO Max 
has ordered a third season of the 
hit series, and the first two sea-
sons are now streaming on the 
service. 
 Most recently, Cuoco and Yes, 
Norman acquired rights to  “A 
Season with Mom,” by author 
Katie Russell Newland. Book 
summary: Cancer survivor and 
baseball enthusiast Katie Russell 
embarks on the adventure of a 
lifetime: visiting all thirty Major 
League Baseball parks in one 
season. Along the way, Katie 
shares memories and reflections 
of her baseball-loving mother, 
who died of cancer before she 
and Katie could check this item 
off their bucket list together. 

 The Flight Attendant  delivered 
the strongest launch for an origi-
nal series on HBO Max, including 
HBO Original Series titles and 
Max Originals. The first season of 
the comedic thriller saw week-
over-week growth and ranked as 
HBO Max’s number 1 series over-
all during its eight-episode run. 
Season one has a 98 percent pos-
itive score on Rotten Tomatoes 
based on more than 60 critics’ 
reviews. 
 For her work on the first sea-
son of  “The Flight Attendant,” 
Cuoco received multiple nomina-
tions from the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards (Female Actor in a 
Comedy Series, as well as En-
semble in a Comedy Series), Crit-
ics Choice Awards (Actress in a 
Comedy Series, as well as Best 
Comedy Series), and the Golden 
Globe Awards (Actress in a TV 
Series – Musical or Comedy, as 
well as TV Series – Musical or 
Comedy). She was also nominat-
ed for a Producers Guild Award 
(Producer of Episodic TV, Come-
dy). 
 In addition to those nomina-
tions for Cuoco, the show has 
received nominations from the 
Directors Guild Awards (Director-
ial Achievement in a Comedy 
Series), Writers Guild Awards 
(New Series), Art Directors Guild 
Awards (Single-Camera TV Se-
ries), and the Motion Picture 
Sound Editors Golden Reel 
Awards (Sound Editing, Episodic 
Short Form, Dialogue and ADR), 
among others. 
 Cuoco is represented by SDB 
Partners, Brillstein Entertainment 
Partners, and Hansen, Jacobson, 
Teller, Hoberman, Newman, War-
ren, Richman, Rush, Kaller and 
Gellman 

Warner Bros. and Kaley 
Cuoco extend long-standing 

creative partnership 
Daily Planet 

The following report was drafted 
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The measures countries 
have taken in response to 
COVID-19, ranging from 

large-scale lockdowns to the 
mass deployment of personal 
protective equipment, have re-
sulted in environmental effects. 
 To study those, NASA, ESA 
(European Space Agency), and 
the Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency (JAXA) will host an Earth 
O b s e r v a t i o n D a s h b o a r d 
Hackathonfrom June 23-29, taking 
advantage of powerful Earth 
observation tools. 
 During the weeklong, virtual 
event, participants will create 
teams and solve various socioe-
conomic and environmental chal-
lenges using data from the dash-
board gathered over the duration 
of the pandemic. All coders, en-
trepreneurs, scientists, design-
e r s , s t o r y t e l l e r s , m a k e r s , 
builders, artists, and technolo-
gists are encouraged to partici-
pate in the hackathon. Registra-
tion is now open. 
 Challenge topics will include 
air and water quality, economic, 

social, and agricultural impacts, 
greenhouse gas effects, and in-
terconnected Earth system im-
pacts. 
 The hackathon is launching a 
year after the agencies intro-
duced the  Earth Observing 
Dashboard, an interactive data 
resource that provides policy-
makers and the public with a 
unique tool to probe the short- 
and long-term impacts of pan-
demic-related restrictions im-
plemented around the world. 
 “NASA, ESA, JAXA represent a 
unique and valuable human as-
set: Earth-observing instruments 
in space that we can use every 
day to benefit society and ad-
vance scientific knowledge about 
our home planet,” said Thomas 
Zurbuchen, NASA’s associate 
administrator for science. “Our 
three space agencies realized 
that if we could combine forces, 
we could bring a more powerful 
set of analytical tools to under-
stand the environmental, social 
and economic impacts of the 
global pandemic.” 

 “In the face of the unprece-
dented COVID-19 pandemic, the 
three agencies created the Earth 
Observing Dashboard to release 
the joint analysis results of satel-
lite data last June,” said Koji Ter-
ada, vice president and director 
general for the Space Technology 
Directorate I at JAXA. “We would 
like to welcome many proposals 
to solve the challenges using this 
website.” 
 “We have created a dashboard 
that allows us to have a time-
series of critical information over 
different areas, and therefore 
compare information,” said Toni 
Tolker-Nielsen, director of Earth 
Observation Programmers at 
ESA. “I am particularly glad to 
say that this is not only a Eu-
ropean effort, we have joined 
forces with global space powers 
NASA and JAXA and really com-
bined our assets.” 
 Hackathon participants will 
interact with experts from NASA, 
ESA, and JAXA in chat channels 
and offer solutions to help im-
prove the dashboard. 
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Students from several states across the 
nation had the opportunity this week 
to hear from astronauts aboard the  In-

ternational Space Station. The Earth-to-
space calls will air live on NASA Television, 
the NASA app, and the agency’s website. All 
events took place virtually. 
 On Monday, May 17, at 1:10 p.m. EDT, 
NASA astronaut Megan McArthur will an-
swer prerecorded video questions from 
students across the greater Houston area 
coordinated by the Ismaili Council for the 
Southwestern United States. Participating 
students are from the Aldine, Alief, Fort 
Bend, Houston, and Stafford school dis-
tricts, as well as the private Awty In-
ternational, Etoile Academy, The Honor 
Roll, and The Village Schools. Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner will offer prere-
corded opening remarks. Media interested 
in covering it should contact Alim Adatia at: 
832-605-5296 or aadatia@gmail.com. 
 On Tuesday, May 18, at 11:30 a.m., NASA 
astronaut Mark Vande Hei answered prere-
corded video questions from students from 
Oak Ridge Elementary School of Leadership, 
Environmental and Health Sciences in Ea-
gan, Minnesota. Oak Ridge Elementary’s 
third graders have been engaged in an in-
depth unit of space study in anticipation of 
the event. Media interested in covering it 
should contact Emily Buss at: 651-423-7746 
or emily.buss@district196.org. 
 On Wednesday, May 19, at 10:40 a.m., 
NASA astronaut Shane Kimbrough and ESA 
(European Space Agency) astronaut Thomas 
Pesquet answered prerecorded video ques-
tions from students from SciAccess, an ini-
tiative of Ohio State University’s Depart-
ment of Astronomy that strives to make 
astronomy accessible for visually impaired 
students. SciAccess and OSU Astronomy 
have partnered to create Zenith, a mentor-
ship program for students with visual and 
hearing impairment who are passionate 
about space. The event will feature live 
Communication Access Realtime Transla-
tion (CART) captioning. Media interested in 
covering the event should contact Anna 
Voelker at: 412-303-7317 or thesciaccesscon-
ference@gmail.com. 
 Linking students directly to astronauts 
aboard the space station provides unique, 
authentic experiences designed to enhance 
student learning, performance, and interest 
in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics. Astronauts living in space on 
the orbiting laboratory communicate with 
NASA’s Mission Control Center in Houston 
24 hours a day through the  Space Net-
work’s Tracking and Data Relay Satellites. 
 For more than 20 years, astronauts have 
continuously lived and worked on the space 
station, testing technologies, performing 
science, and developing the skills needed to 
explore farther from Earth. Through NASA’s 
Artemis program, the agency will return 
astronauts to the Moon, with eventual hu-
man exploration of Mars. Inspiring the next 
generation of explorers – the Artemis Gen-
eration – ensures America will continue to 
lead in space exploration and discovery. 

I n favor of Microsoft Edge, the desk-
top application you love(d) to hate, 
Internet Explorer, will no longer be 

supported on most versions of Win-
dows 10 come June 15, 2022. Microsoft 
calls it “the future of Internet Explor-
er.” 

Microsoft technology said on their 
blog post “change was necessary,” 
explaining that the successor of its 
meme-able 90’s born web browser is 
safer and faster. Microsoft Edge users 
have a more modern browsing experi-
ence with features such as an inte-
grated IE mode — which will be sup-
ported through at least 2029 — that 
enables backward compatibility to 
legacy Internet Explorer-based web-
sites and applications, sleeping tabs 
for those who have over 100 tabs open 
and better browser security gainst 
both phishing attacks and malware 
with Microsoft Defender Smart 
Screen.  

While this change isn’t until 2022, the 
tech company strongly recommends 
its users make the move to Microsoft 
Edge before the plug gets pulled on 
June 15 next year. Giving organiza-
tions additional years to evolve with 
them by keeping the IE mode until the 
end of 2029. 

NASA, ESA, JAXA host 
Hackathon to study COVID-19’s 

environmental effects 
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Merger continued from page 1 

 The new company’s Board of Di-
rectors will consist of 13 members, 
seven initially appointed by AT&T, 
including the chairperson of the 
board; Discovery will initially appoint 
six members, including CEO David 
Zaslav. 
 “This agreement unites two enter-
tainment leaders with complemen-
tary content strengths and positions 
the new company to be one of the 
leading global direct-to-consumer 
streaming platforms,” AT&T CEO 
John Stankey said. “It will support the 
fantastic growth and international 
launch of HBO Max with Discovery’s 
global footprint and create efficien-
cies which can be re-invested in pro-
ducing more great content to give 
consumers what they want. For AT&T 
shareholders, this is an opportunity 
to unlock value and be one of the 
best capitalized broadband compa-
nies, focused on investing in 5G and 
fiber to meet substantial, long-term 
demand for connectivity. AT&T 
shareholders will retain their stake in 
our leading communications compa-
ny that comes with an attractive divi-
dend. Plus, they will get a stake in the 
new company, a global media leader 
that can build one of the top stream-
ing platforms in the world.” 

 Under the terms of the agreement, 
which is structured as an all-stock, 
Reverse Morris Trust transaction, 
AT&T would receive $43 billion (sub-
ject to adjustment) in a combination 
of cash, debt securities, and Warner-
Media’s retention of certain debt, and 
AT&T’s shareholders would receive 
stock representing 71 percent of the 
new company; Discovery sharehold-
ers would own 29 percent of the new 
company. The Boards of Directors of 
both AT&T and Discovery have ap-
proved the transaction. 
 The companies expect the transac-
tion will create substantial value for 
AT&T and Discovery shareholders by 
bringing together the strongest lead-
ership teams, content creators, and 
high-quality series and film libraries 
in the media business. 
 According to AT&T, this new deal 
will be accelerating both companies’ 
plans for leading direct-to-consumer 
(DTC) streaming services for global 
consumers, uniting complementary 
and diverse content strengths with 
broad appeal — WarnerMedia’s stu-
dios and portfolio of scripted enter-
tainment, animation, news and sports 
with Discovery’s international enter-
tainment and sports. 
 This merger will be forming a new 
company that will have significant 
scale and investment resources with 
projected 2023 Revenue of approxi-

mately $52 billion, adjusted EBITDA 
of approximately $14 billion, and an 
industry leading Free Cash Flow con-
version rate of approximately 60 per-
cent. 
 According to AT&T, at least $3 
billion in expected cost synergies 
annually for the new company to 
increase its investment in content 
and digital innovation, and to scale 
its global DTC business. 
 AT&T stated in a press statement, 
this “new company” will compete 
globally in the fast-growing direct-to-
consumer business – bringing com-
pelling content to DTC subscribers 
across its portfolio, including HBO 
Max and the recently launched dis-
covery+.  
 The transaction will combine 
WarnerMedia’s storied content li-
brary with Discovery’s global foot-
print, trove of local-language content 
and deep regional expertise across 
more than 200 countries and territo-
ries.  
 According to AT&T, this will enable 
invest in more original content for its 
streaming services, enhance the pro-
gramming options across its global 
linear pay TV and broadcast channels 
and offer more innovative video ex-
periences and consumer choices. 
 The combination will be executed 
through a Reverse Morris Trust, un-
der which WarnerMedia will be spun 

or split off to AT&T’s shareholders via 
dividend or through an exchange 
offer or a combination of both and 
simultaneously combined with Dis-
covery. The transaction is expected 
to be tax-free to AT&T and AT&T’s 
shareholders. 
 In connection with the spin-off or 
split-off of WarnerMedia, AT&T will 
receive $43 billion (subject to ad-
justment) in a combination of cash, 
debt securities and WarnerMedia’s 
retention of certain debt.  
 The new company expects to 
maintain investment grade rating and 
utilize the significant cash flow of the 
combined company to rapidly de-
lever to approximately 3.0x within 24 
months, and to target a new, longer 
term gross leverage target of 
2.5x-3.0x. WarnerMedia has secured 
fully committed financing from JP-
Morgan Chase Bank, N.A. and affili-
ates of Goldman Sachs & Co. LLC for 
the purposes of funding the distribu-
tion. 
 The transaction is anticipated to 
close in mid-2022, subject to approval 
by Discovery shareholders and cus-
tomary closing conditions, including 
receipt of regulatory approvals. No 
vote is required by AT&T sharehold-
ers. Agreements are in place with Dr. 
John Malone and Advance to vote in 
favor of the transaction. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feodashboardhackathon.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctylar.j.greene%40nasa.gov%7Ce1593d103afb469b105f08d91ba66d9c%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C637571223878026027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VXjPZQMWJ9EFII4sB%2Fmy56LCw3yggRVmZmZXQrP%2Frb8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feodashboardhackathon.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctylar.j.greene%40nasa.gov%7Ce1593d103afb469b105f08d91ba66d9c%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C637571223878026027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VXjPZQMWJ9EFII4sB%2Fmy56LCw3yggRVmZmZXQrP%2Frb8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feodashboardhackathon.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctylar.j.greene%40nasa.gov%7Ce1593d103afb469b105f08d91ba66d9c%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C637571223878026027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VXjPZQMWJ9EFII4sB%2Fmy56LCw3yggRVmZmZXQrP%2Frb8%3D&reserved=0
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“This Is Us” stars Susan Kelechi Watson, Sterling K. Brown, Chrissy Metz, Justin Hartley, Milo Ventimiglia, and Mandy Moore.  
Photo by Maarten de Boer / NBCUniversal 
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‘Army of the Dead:’ 
A spoiler-free review 

A ctor Dave Bautista leads 
a charismatic crew on a 
heist through hell in the 

new film from director Zack Sny-
der. 
 Zack Snyder’s return to the 
zombie genre elevates it to new 
heights. “Army of the Dead” is 
everything you could possibly 
ask for from a zombie heist 
movie. 
 The set pieces, action, cast 
and story are all perfectly in sync 
with what the film sets out to be. 
It’s a bold new take on a relative-
ly saturated market with most 
new zombie flicks falling into a 
“been there, done that” grave. 
“Army of the Dead” strikes a 
perfect balance of relying on 
familiar zombie tropes while also 
introducing new concepts result-
ing in a desire to know just how 
this world works. 
 “Army of the Dead” follows a 
relatively simple plot. There’s a 
lot of cash in a casino vault, the 
crew has to get in, get the cash 
and escape before a nuke wipes 
out the city, all while fighting off 
the zombie hordes that roam the 
fallen utopia. Although simple, 
the film’s story does a good job 
of foreshadowing plot points that 

aren’t fully realized until the 
opportune moment.  
 The crew ensemble is cast 
extremely well and plays off each 
other’s energy with great chem-
istry. Dave Bautista leads the 
way with his performance as 
Scott Ward, a soldier recognized 
for his bravery during the down-
fall of Las Vegas but left with 
little to show for it besides a 
shiny medal. 
 Bautista continues to develop 
as a strong actor with a range 
that leaves any stigma of being 
an ex-wrestler behind. “Army of 
the Dead” gives Bautista an op-
portunity to play a traumatized 
soldier and redemption seeking 
father in which he delivers a 
surprisingly heartfelt perfor-
mance. Dwayne Johnson better 
watch out, Bautista is making up 
some serious ground for the 
wrestler-turned-actor crown.  
 It’s difficult to specifically 
single out the other actors as 
they are all very well done. I 
can’t give each one the proper 
kudos they deserve, from Tig 
Notaro’s difficult task of record-
ing her scenes after the rest of 
the movie was shot to Richard 
Cetrone’s embodiment of the 
head zombie, Zeus. 

 They all deliver authentic and 
convincing performances that 
keep the audience engaged and 
invested in what happens to 
their characters. But I don’t think 
I could forgive myself for not 
m e n t i o n i n g M a t t h i a s 
Schweighöfer’s performance as 
Ludwig Dieter. The character 
serves as the film’s comedic 
relief who steals the show with 
his charismatic humor and re-
warding development as the 
German safe-cracker. 
 “Army of the Dead” delivers 
on all that it promises. The plot 
is simple yet intriguing, the cast 
is enjoyable, the action is top 
notch, and it sets up a world in 
which I am genuinely intrigued to 
see more of. I’ll say that I don’t 
think it’s a masterpiece but 
“Army of the Dead” is absolutely 
a film that Zack Snyder and all 
involved should be proud to 
have included in their portfolio.  
 I can’t see a reason why any-
one should leave the movie dis-
appointed without having walked 
in with absurdly unrealistic ex-
pectations. It’s a hell of a good 
time and one you’ll definitely 
want to check out in theaters if 
you can. 

By Ben Brown 
Daily Planet Reporter

Photo courtesy of Netflix
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W ith the third episode “The 
Replacements,” the “Clone 
Wars” spin-off “The Bad 

Batch” continues to show the slow but 
gradual transition of the era of the 
Galactic Republic to the era of the 
tyrannical Galactic Empire. 

The Batch is still on the run while the 
Kaminoans are starting to feel the 
pressure of Tarkin and the Imperial 
brass wanting to find other ways to 
produce soldiers. And the enhanced 
clone and former squad member of the 
Batch, Crosshair, is given his own 
squad of enlisted non-clone soldiers 
as a test to prove that the Empire 
won’t be needing clones.  
  
At the beginning of the episode, we 
see our favorite band of Clone Troop-
er misfits continuing to be on the run 
after the events at Saleucami. The Bad 
Batch is slowly starting to feel the 
effects of being nomads and rogues as 
their food rations are running low and 
their ship has sustained some damage 
after the fire fight against their clone 
brethren while help transport their 
other clone brother Cut Leqwuane and 
his family off Saleucami.  

Clone Trooper Tech is building a de-
vice that can scan the effectiveness of 
the inhibitor chip which I feel that 
Dave Feloni has made into a character 
in of itself and the central focus on 
this series.   
  
Think about it. The inhibitor chip has 
changed the course of history in the 
Star Wars universe and it has also 
helped Emperor Palpatine gain power 
over the galaxy. If it wasn’t for the 
inhibitor chip, Palpatine would have 
to find another way to gain power 
within the Galactic Republic and carry 
out his plans. The inhibitor chip was 
introduced in the second episode of 
the sixth season of  “Star Wars: The 
Clone Wars” titled “Conspiracy” when 
the Jedi investigate whey Clone 
Trooper “Tup” attacked a Jedi Master 
and was having a severe mental 
breakdown during a battle against 
Separatist battle droids.  
  
Originally, the Jedi and the Clones 
suspected that Tup’s breakdown was a 
part of a Separatist plot. When Tup 
was sent to Kamino to be examined, 
Fives volunteered to come with Tup. 
  
While at Kamino, Fives, with the help 
of a medical droid, discovered that he 
and every clone trooper in the Grand 
Army in the Republic had an inhibitor 
implanted into their brain. Shaken by 
the discovery, Fives had his inhibitor 
chip removed. After several close calls 
with the Clones and Kaminoans, Fives 
and the droid told Jedi Master Shaak 
Ti their discovery of the inhibitor 
chip. 
  
By orders of Shaak TI, Fives was sent 
to Coruscant to voice his discovery to 
Palpatine. Off screen, Palpatine told 
Fives of his plans which caused the 
clone to panic and attack the future 
Emperor. Fives tried to explain his 
horrific discovery of Palpatine’s plot 
to destroy the Jedi to Anakin and Rex 
but he was killed by Clone Trooper 
Fox. 
  
The Kaminoans Nala Se and Prime 
Minister Lama Su along with Palptaine 
and Count Dooku went through a lot of 
trouble to keep the discovery of the 
inhibitor chip under wraps from the 
Jedi Order. However, little to their 
knowledge, Clone Trooper Rex did 
some investigating into Five’s allega-
tions and with the help of Ahsoka, had 
his chip removed without complica-
tions.  
  
Crosshair has been experimented on 
and it seems that his chip has been 
working on him. However, you can tell 
that there are some cracks within his 
programming which may help sub-
stantiate Tarkin’s, and the newly ar-
rived Admiral Rampart’s, reason for 
regular recruits.  
Star Wars continued on page 11 

By Brian of Earth 16 
Daily Planet Reporter 

NBC’s ‘This Is Us’ to end with season 6 

 NBC previously renewed “This 
Is Us” in May 2019 through sea-
son six, and audiences were left 
wondering if the show will con-
tinue or end after six seasons, 
and our questions have been 
answered.   
 On May 14, 2021 Creator Dan 
Fogelman confirmed the ending 
of “This Is Us” with season six 
with a Tweet. 
 “Whoever casually first said 
‘All good things must come to an 
end’ never had to end their fa-
vorite thing.  While sad to have 
just 1 season left, also grateful to 
NBC for letting us end the show 
how, and when, we always in-
tended,” Fogelman tweeted. 
“We’ll work hard to stick the 
landing. #ThisIsUs." 
 This news may not shock or 
surprise some viewers because 
ever since the renewal in May of 
2019, Dan Fogelman has been 
firm about the ending for “This Is 
Us,” saying at the end of season 
three that the show was at its 
“midpoint.” 
 In a Hollywood Reporter arti-
cle in April 2019, Fogelman said, 
“We never set out to make a tele-
vision series that was going to 

last 18 seasons, so we have a 
very direct plan. I have script 
pages I have written and I’m 
writing that really are deep, 
deep, deep into the future. We 
have a plan for what we’re going 
to do, and I know what the plan 
is.”   
 “This Is Us” first premiered on 
Sept. 20, 2016, starring actors 
Mandy Moore, Milo Ventimiglia, 
Chrissy Metz, Sterling K. Brown, 
Justin Hartley, Susan Kelechi 
Watson and Chris Sullivan. The 
show is about the Pearson family 
consisting of the triplets Kevin. 
Kate, and Randall. “This Is Us,” 
tells the stories, the moments, 
the obstacles, the adventures, 
and life lessons that Kevin, Kate, 
and Randall known as “The Big 
Three” go through in their late 
30s and early 40s and tells the 
stories of their parents, Jack and 
Rebecca.  
 Mandy Moore, who stars as 
Rebecca Pearson on the show, 
addressed the upcoming conclu-
sion on her Instagram Story. “I’m 
already VERY emotional about 
my favorite job coming to an 
end. BUT…. We have a whole 
season to wrap things up the 
way it was always intended,” she 
wrote.  
 Susan Kelechi Watson also 
tweeted. 

 “What a ride it's been...what 
an incredible season to come,” 
Watson tweeted.  
 Twitter user Philana Marie 
Boles wrote, “The hardest part 
about the last season will be 
accepting that the characters 
aren’t real actual people; that we 
won’t be able to just tune in and 
watch them live their lives every 
week. That’s really how it has 
felt. What an absolutely wonder-
ful show.” 
 NBC announced its fall sched-
ule on May 14, 2021, and the 
premiere of season six of “This Is 
Us,” won’t premiere until 2022. In 
an interview with Deadline.com, 
one of the new executives of 
NBC, Frances Berwick said, “This 
Is Us will be airing midseason for 
the first time in its remarkable 
run. Still the number 1 drama on 
television, This Is Us has obvi-
ously been a fan favorite since its 
very first episode. We know that 
saying goodbye to the Pearsons 
is going to be hard enough. So 
what we wanted to do is honor 
the fans and get them as close to 
an uninterrupted run as we 
could, which is only possible in 
midseason.” 
 The final two episodes of sea-
son five will air on May 18, 2021, 
and May 25, 2021, on NBC. 

By Tara Michel 
Daily Planet Reporter
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Musician MNERVA talks 
music, mental health and 

what the future holds 

Musician MNERVA talked about his 
music, the life experiences that 
inspire his original sound and his 

struggles with mental health. 
 MNERVA hit the music scene with one 
goal in 2020. He wanted to turn the conven-
tional wisdom of hip hop on its head.  
 Originally from Germantown, Maryland, 
MNERVA moved to Nashville, Tennessee, in 
2015 to “hone his craft” by playing drums 
for various pop artists. Today, he’s forging 
his own path by fusing his rock, trap and 
musical theater influences into original 
artistry.  
 MNERVA, also known as Matt Wagner, 
entered the music scene in early 2020 with a 
bit of controversy surrounding his viral 
trailer for a musical based on the catalog of 
the band twenty one pilots. The project was 
soon defunct after receiving a cease and 
desist letter. However, this did not discour-
age MNERVA from continuing to create and 
perform. A drummer from a young age, he 
worked as a “hired gun” before releasing a 
handful of singles throughout 2020. 
 “I decided I wanted to be an artist while I 
was working a terrible desk job at a guitar 
shop,” MNERVA said. “I was listening to the 
song ‘Minerva’ by Deftones and was com-
pletely enthralled with the track’s atmos-

pheric guitars and 
synths. I thought, 
‘What if someone 
took those sonic 
elements and then 
fused it with hip 
h o p a n d t r a p 
drums?’” 
 A t t h a t p o i n t , 
MNERVA knew he 
f o u n d h i s s o u n d 
and has been work-
ing on his music 
ever since. 

 “I’ve technically been a musician for 20 
years now, which is wild,” MNERVA told the 
Planet. “Both of my parents were musicians 
so my dad started me on the drums when I 
was five years old. At first, it was just a 
thing I did with my father, but eventually I 
joined my first band at 13 and everything 
changed!” 
 It was then when MNERVA first caught the 
songwriting bug, feeling firsthand how pow-
erful and validating it was to be part of a 
unit making music. 
 “I also quickly discovered that songwrit-
ing was a fantastic outlet for my negative 
emotions and the art form helped me feel in 
control whenever my life felt like it was 
falling apart,” he said. “I didn’t have the 
confidence to admit it yet but I knew that I 
wanted to share my story as an artist but 

See MNERVA on page 19  

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief

 ENTERTAINMENT   

Weekend of May 14 – 16, 2021 

“Spiral: From the Book of Saw” 
• Weeks out: 1 
• Weekend: $8.8M 
• Gross: $8.8M 

“Wrath of Man” 
• Weeks out: 2 
• Weekend: $3.7M 
• Gross: $14.6M 

“Those Who Wish Me Dead” 
• Weeks out: 1 
• Weekend: $2.8M 
• Gross: $2.8M 

“Kimetsu no Yaiba: Mugen 
Ressha-Hen” 
• Weeks out: 4 
• Weekend: $1.8M 
• Gross: $41.9M 

“Raya and the Last Dragon” 
• Weeks out: 11 
• Weekend: $1.7M 
• Gross: $46.1M 

 MUSIC   

All information resourced from IMDb 

https://www.kerrang.com/the-news/twenty-one-pilots-send-cease-and-desist-to-creator-of-blurryface-musical/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ThisIsUs?src=hashtag_click
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/this-is-us-ending-season-6-1234951912/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/this-is-us-ending-season-6-1234951912/
https://deadline.com/2021/05/this-is-us-nbc-execs-explain-how-midseason-premiere-will-honor-fans-tease-fantastic-final-chapter-1234754829/
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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 Bette Midler, Sarah Jessica 
Parker And Kathy Najimy set to 
conjure up more chills, laughs 
and mayhem in live-action com-
edy “Hocus Pocus 2.” 
 Bette Midler, Sarah Jessica 
Parker and Kathy Najimy will 
reprise their roles as the delight-
fully wicked Sanderson Sisters in 
the live-action comedy “Hocus 
Pocus 2,” the spooky sequel to 
Disney’s 1993 Halloween cult 
classic “Hocus Pocus.” The film 
will premiere exclusively on Dis-
ney+ in 2022. 
 Singer/actress Bette Midler 
(“The First Wives Club,” “Beach-
es”) returns as Winifred Sander-
son, with Sarah Jessica Parker 
(“Sex and the City”) and Kathy 
Najimy (“Sister Act”) back as her 
sisters, Sarah and Mary, respec-
tively. In “Hocus Pocus 2,” three 
young women accidentally bring 
the Sanderson Sisters back to 
modern day Salem and must 
figure out how to stop the child-
hungry witches from wreaking a 
new kind of havoc on the world. 

 “Hocus Pocus 2” will begin 
production this fall under the 
direction of Anne Fletcher (“The 
Proposal,” “27 Dresses”), who is 
taking over directing responsibil-
ities from her friend and col-
league Adam Shankman (“Hair-
spray,” “The Wedding Planner”), 
w i t h L y n n H a r r i s ( “ T h e 
Shallows”) serving as producer. 
Shankman is currently in produc-
tion on “Disenchanted” for the 
studio, which he is directing, but 
will remain on this project as an 
executive producer along with 
Ralph Winter (“Adrift”) and 
David Kirschner (“Curse of 
Chucky”). Steven Haft (“Tiger-
land”) is co-producer. 
 Fletcher and Shankman first 
met in 1990 when they were both 
d a n c e r s f o r t h e A c a d e m y 
Awards® broadcast. Shankman 
went on to hire her as his as-
sistant choreographer, working 
together on over 100 different 
jobs. Fletcher’s first directing gig 
was in 2006 on “Step Up,” which 
Shankman produced. 
 “As heartbroken as I am that I 
won’t be able to direct my 
friends Bette, Sarah Jessica and 
Kathy in what is sure to be noth-
ing short of a major event for 
Disney+ due to scheduling con-
flicts, I couldn’t be more pleased 

to be handing over the reins to 
Anne, who has brought so much 
laughter and joy into people’s 
lives with her previous work,” 
said executive producer Adam 
Shankman. “I am still grateful and 
proud to help shepherd this 
ingenious project as executive 
producer alongside producer 
Lynn Harris, whom I have loved 
and admired as a colleague and 
friend since she helped get me 
the job choreographing ‘Boogie 
Nights.’” 
 Anne Fletcher will Direct with 
Adam Shankman joining the 
Ranks as Executive Producer. 
 “Now more than ever, people 
need to laugh. We should be 
laughing every day, and there is 
so much fun to be had with these 
three unbelievable women play-
ing delicious characters from 
such a beloved film,” said direc-
tor Anne Fletcher. “I am so grate-
ful to be able to play a part in 
bringing these witches back to 
life, and to be working with my 
friends at Disney again makes it 
all the more special. This is a 
movie for everyone, from the 
fans who grew up with the first 
film to the next generation of 
viewers, and I can’t wait to get 
started.” 

May 21, 2021 Culture

Star Wars continued 
from page 11 
 
The sharpshooter and former 
member of Clone Force 99 may 
be what I like to call the Empire’s 
Clone super-soldier but like his 
clone brothers, he is on the 
verge of becoming obsolete. A 
relic of the bygone era of the 
Galactic Republic. And he may 
very well be manipulated into 
helping create the Imperial Army 
the force it became in the origi-
nal trilogy.  
 While looking for a part that 
could help power their ship that 
was taken by an Ordo Moon 
Dragon, Omega explains to 
Hunter that Crosshair’s actions 
aren’t necessarily his fault. She 
understands that due to the 
inhibitor chip, Crosshair is being 
manipulated by the Kaminoans 
and the Empire. We also see that 
Hunter feels responsible for leav-
ing Crosshair at the hands of the 
Empire who are clearly using and 
abusing him.  
 We see this when Tarkin and 
Rampart task Crosshair to lead a 
squad of new non-clone recruits 
on a mission to eliminate free-
dom fighter Saw Gerrera and his 
insurgents. This is a part of 
Tarkin and Rampart’s new initia-
tive codenamed: Project War 
Mantle which is tasked with dis-

carding the Clone Army for con-
scripted recruits across the gal-
axy.   On their way to Onderson, 
one of the new recruits ques-
tions Crosshair’s leadership and  
points out that Crosshair is a 
clone and that he will soon be 
replaced. 
 Crosshair seems phased by 
this sentiment as he grimaces. 
Nonetheless, Crosshair’s squad 
manages to eliminate a group of 
Gerrera’s people but that one 
elite trooper who belittled 
Crosshair, questions the en-
hanced Clone’s leadership once 
more when he and his fellow 
troopers are ordered to kill 
everyone, including civilians. 
The new recruit wants his fellow 
recruits to ignore Crosshair and  
to take the prisoners for ques-
tioning. However, Crosshair, 
annoyed with the new recruit 
questioning him, kills him on the 
spot. The sharp shooting clone 
utters the words “good soldiers 
follow orders” and orders the 
recruits to execute the civilians.  
 I felt that this scene symbol-
izes that Crosshair wants to 
prove that clones are far more 
effective soldiers that the re-
cruits. I had a discussion about 
the Galactic Empire’s military 
with my sister. 
 We both discussed how effec-
tive the Empire could have been 

if they kept the clones due to 
their efficiency as opposed to 
the recruits. My sister agreed but 
she also pointed out that the 
Empire probably wanted to 
spend too much money or re-
sources to create more clones. A 
claim Tarkin has pointed out 
since the first episode of the 
“Bad Batch.”  
 One of the longest running 
jokes among Star Wars fans is 
that Imperial Stormtroopers 
were the worst shooters. 
 They could not shoot at a 
farm boy saving a princess who 
would later turn out to be his 
sister, they could not lay a 
blaster bolt on a certain Correl-
lian smuggler who ironically was 
a recruit himself, and they could 
not defeat an army of small furry 
animals on a forest moon. Just 
imagine in an alternate universe 
where the Empire still used 
clones instead of conscripted 
soldiers. The Rebels and their 
allies would probably be fighting 
in a very tough war.  
 I feel that Admiral Rampart, 
with his claim that “with more 
time and training” the Imperial 
Army would become superior 
represents the slow-growing 
hubris of the Galactic Empire. A 
hubris that will set up the down-
fall of the Empire at the hands of 

the Alliance to Restore the Re-
public, or the Rebel Alliance.  
 I also think that Nala Se, in a 
way, sees the Jango Fett clones 
as her own children she wants to 
protect. She is fearful that the 
Empire won’t use them and that 
they would be phased out. And 
once the clones are phased out, 
the Kaminoans won’t have their 
money from the Galactic Empire. 
And let’s not forget that the Jan-
go Fett DNA is beginning to de-
grade.  
 However, Kaminoan Prime 
Minister Nama Su has a plan that 
he is sure will help ensure a rela-
tionship with the nascent Em-
pire. What could that plan entail?
I feel that it might involve a cer-
tain clone like   Omega or per-
haps, another unaltered clone 
that was purely replicated and 
with no growth acceleration: 
Boba Fett. Those are the only 
two I can think of when it comes 
to preserving the Clone Troop-
ers. I would also suspect that 
Boba nor Omega   doesn’t have 
an inhibitor inside their heads.  
 The growing uneasiness be-
tween the Kaminoans and Ga-
lactic Empire in the episode re-
minds me of a level in the “Star 
Wars Legends” continuity video 
game “Star Wars:Battlefront II.” 
The level was based on the Bat-
tle of Kamino in which Boba Fett 

l e d a s q u a d o f I m p e r i a l 
Stormtroopers (who were veter-
an clone troopers)   against re-
belling Anti- Imperial Clone 
Troopers. Fett and the Imperial 
Clones were tasked with secur-
ing Jango Fett’s DNA and wiping 
out the clone rebellion. Fett and 
the Imperials were successful 
and the Empire ended the clone 
trooper project in favor of con-
scripted soldiers. One clone 
narrated that they never got 
used to the new recruits.  
 It would not surprise me if 
Feloni adds this to the Disney 
canon through the “Bad Batch” 
since he is a huge fan of the pre-
Disney/Expanded Universe 
canon (I felt that the Ordo Moon 
Dragon was an nod to the pre-
Disney canon character and 
Mandalorian Canderous Ordo 
from”Star Wars: The Knights of 
the Old Republic” game). If he 
could bring back Grand Admiral 
Thrawn, one of the most cunning 
and intelligent villains in all of 
“Star Wars,” he could definitely 
bring the battle of clones vs. the 
Imperial Stormtroopers to the 
“Bad Batch.”  
 While Omega and Hunter were 
successful in getting the part 
needed for their downed ship, 
Crosshair and his squad were 
successful in their mission but it 
was bittersweet. While Omega is 

given her own room aboard the 
Bad Batch’s ship, Crosshair has 
returned to his old barracks. 
Although cleaned, the barracks 
still had some reminders of his 
brothers that he once fought 
aside. 
 For instance, he saw that 
Wrecker’s scratch marks from 
tallying the battles won were still 
on the wall and the Clone Force 
99 symbol was still on a wall of a 
bunk bed. As the enhanced clone 
goes to his bed, we can see that 
there is clear conflict on his face 
knowing full well that he may be 
replaced by new recruits. .  
 Now that the Batch is once 
more on the run, where will we 
be seeing them next? Are the 
Kaminoans planning on using 
Omega, or perhaps the unaltered 
Clone Boba Fett, as a part of 
their phase two plan to secure a 
relationship with the Galactic 
Empire? Or are we seeing the 
seeds of a potential battle be-
tween Clone Troopers and the 
Galactic Empire to test Tarkin 
and Admiral Rampart’s theory 
that conscripted recruits can be 
just as good as the Clone Troop-
ers who helped Palpatine put the 
Empire in place?  
 “Star Wars :The Bad Batch” 
can be watched on Disney+. 

Official trailer released for 
‘Friends: The Reunion’

 The video was revealed during 
WarnerMedia’s upfront presenta-
tion to advertisers on Wednes-
day. 
 HBO Max debuted the official 
trailer and key art for  “Friends: 
The Reunion,” debuting  Thurs-
day, May 27  on HBO Max. 
“Friends” stars Jennifer Aniston, 
Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow, 
Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry and 
David Schwimmer return to the 
iconic comedy’s original sound-
stage, Stage 24, on the Warner 
Bros. Studio lot in Burbank for a 
real-life unscripted celebration of 
the beloved show.  
 Ben Winston directed the spe-
cial and executive produced 
along with “Friends” executive 
producers Kevin Bright, Marta 
Kauffman, and David Crane. The 
special hails from Warner Bros. 
Unscripted Television in associa-
tion with Warner Horizon, Fulwell 
73 Productions and Bright/
Kauffman/Crane Productions. 
Aniston, Cox, Kudrow, LeBlanc, 
Perry, and Schwimmer executive 
produced the special. Emma 
Conway, James Longman and 
Stacey Thomas-Muir co-execu-
tive produced.   

 In celebration of the special, 
HBO Max will launch the follow-
ing activations, inspiring friends 
to reunite nationwide to watch 
“Friends: The Reunion” together:  
 “Friends Reunite for Friends” 
Screening Events:  On Wednes-
day, May 26th, HBO Max will 
invite select guests and super-
fans for an exclusive screening to 
experience the reunion special 
with their friends IRL. The expe-
rience will include tailored pre-
show entertainment and outdoor 
screenings before its HBO Max 
debut in two iconic locations: 
The Greens at Pier 17 in New 
York City, NY and at the Holly-
wood Forever Cemetery in Los 
Angeles, CA. Fans will have the 
opportunity to attend through a 
#SuperFriendsFan UGC sweep-
stakes via HBOMax, HBOMaxPop 
and Friends social channels. 
 Scener Watch-Along Partner-
ship: Fans can reunite with their 
friends virtually to enjoy the 
reunion special together with 
Scener. Starting premiere day, 
fans will be able to see their fa-
vorite cast reunite on their own 
custom virtual couches with 
video and chat capabilities 
on  scener.com. Fans can share 
watch party experiences using 
the #CentralPerkWatchParties 
hashtag. 
 D i g i t a l & S o c i a l R e d 
Carpet: To further celebrate the 
long-awaited reunion special, 

HBO Max is hosting a live-
streamed digital and social red 
carpet on Wednesday, May 26th 
from 7:30pm to 8:30pm PST. This 
event will feature exclusive pro-
gramming, guest-star appear-
ances and live segments from the 
‘Friends Reunite for Friends’ 
screening events in New York 
and Los Angeles leading up to 
the reunion special. 
 To celebrate the must-stream 
event of the summer, HBO Max 
will launch the  “For Fans Of 
Friends”  spotlight page  on May 
2 7 , o f f e r i n g c u s t o m i z e d 
“Friends”-themed content to 
invite viewers to immerse them-
selves in curations centered 
around everyone’s favorite group 
of six. The page will include a 
myriad of themed episodic col-
lections from fan favorites, guest 
stars, iconic moments and fash-
ion to custom talent-driven cura-
tions. Collections include “Best 
of Rachel,” “The Ones With 
Celebrity Guest” and the most-
watched episodes. 
 “Friends”  premiered in 1994 
and ran for 10 seasons on NBC. It 
remains one of the most popular 
shows in the world, having ex-
ploded on streaming when its 
236 episodes debuted on Netflix 
in 2015 and earned a new genera-
tion of fans. “Friends”  left Netflix 
in 2019 and shifted to Warner-
Media’s HBO Max in 2020. 

 ENTERTAINMENT   

Daily Planet 
The following report was drafted 

using various source material

 Launching the first week of 
June, HBO Max with ads will cost 
$9.99 per Month. The streamer is 
also scheduled to launch (with-
out ads) in 39 countries across 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
in late June. 
 HBO Max announced a t 
Wednesday’s 2021 WarnerMedia 
Upfront that it will debut its ad-
supported subscription tier the 
first week of June, providing 
consumers choice between the 
existing ad-free version of HBO 
Max at $14.99 per month, or an 
ad-supported experience for 
$9.99 per month. 
 HBO Max previewed new ad 
experiences coming to the plat-
form later this year and shared 
its immediate commitment to 
having the lightest ad load in the 
streaming industry, coupled with 
the most premium content. 
 In addition to advertising-spe-
cific news, the brand debuted 
highly anticipated new and orig-
inal series including “And Just 
Like That…,” teased special 
events like “FRIENDS: THE RE-
UNION,” a real-life unscripted 
celebration of the beloved show, 

and previewed forthcoming sea-
sons of “Legendary,” “The Flight 
Attendant” and “Search Party,” 
among others at the upfront. 
 Both HBO Max tiers offer ac-
cess to an exciting lineup of new 
original programming, as well as 
its robust catalog of content 
from iconic enter tainment 
brands including HBO, Warner 
Bros., DC, Turner Classic Movies, 
Adult Swim, Cartoon Network, 
and more. Subscribers to the ad 
supported tier of HBO Max will 
have access to the full HBO Max 
content catalog, excluding Warn-
er Bros. Same-Day Premiere films 
debuting in theaters and on HBO 
Max throughout 2021. 
 “HBO Max with Ads will bring 
our beloved entertainment 
brands and franchises to even 

more consumers at this new, 
lower price point-while, for the 
first time, elegantly connecting 
brands to the premium, iconic IP 
that defines this ser vice,” 
said  Tony Goncalves,  EVP and 
Chief Revenue Officer for Warn-
erMedia. 
 Subscribers to both HBO Max 
tiers will enjoy HBO Max’s pre-
mium user experience, which 
weaves together human-powered 
discovery, personalization and 
customization, a sophisticated 
video player, parental controls 
and a unique kids experience to 
offer customers a service that 
gives them more of what they 
love. 
 HBO Max with Ads will bring 
brands closer to captivating 
content experiences that engage 

their most valuable audiences in 
an environment purpose-built for 
discovery and designed to elimi-
nate disruption. At a time when 
brands are looking to create the 
most impact, HBO Max with Ads 
will offer an elegant and creative 
canvas for brands and advertis-
ers to connect with consumers  – 
with the accountability they 
need to drive outcomes that 
matter most to their business. 
 WarnerMedia builds on its 
rich history of innovation to 
improve commercial ad loads in 
the linear TV space as one of the 
first to market with limited 
commercial interruptions across 
TBS, TNT and TruTV. 
 Now, with HBO Max’s ad sup-
ported tier, that foundation and 

spirit of putting the viewer at the 
center, transcends to streaming. 
 “HBO Max with Ads provides a 
superior marketing environment, 
featuring the lightest ad load in 
the streaming industry, driving 
engagement with consumers and 
efficacy for our partners,” said JP 
Colaco, Head of Advertising 
Sales for WarnerMedia.  “Couple 
that with beloved premium con-
tent spanning all genres and 
audience segments, and we are 
delivering the best ad offering 
available in market today.” 
 HBO Max with Ads is launch-
ing with most major agency hold-
ing companies and a wide array 
of brands across all verticals and 
categories, powering ongoing 
innovation through test and 
learn with marketplace partners. 

 At launch and over the next 
several months, advertisers will 
have access to key formats and 
adjacencies, allowing them to 
align their message to make 
meaningful impact alongside a 
slate of iconic brands, talent and 
storytellers, including formats 
and offerings like: 
•  Brand Block  (Available now): 

Where brands own a block of 
content and consumers delight 
in a limited commercial experi-
ence. 

•  Pause  Ads  (Coming soon): 
Create a new space to connect 
with meaningful engagement 
opportunities when a con-
sumer takes a break.  

•  Branded Discovery  (Coming 
soon): Surround the content 
discovery process as con-
sumers explore HBO Max rec-
ommended programming. 

 HBO Max is also scheduled to 
launch (without ads) in 39 coun-
tries across Latin America and 
the Caribbean in late June, and 
the HBO-branded streaming 
services in Europe (the Nordics, 
Spain, Central Europe, and Por-
tugal) are scheduled to be up-
graded to HBO Max later this 
year. 

 ENTERTAINMENT   

Daily Planet 
The following report was drafted 

using various source material

HBO Max announces ad-supported tier pricing 

‘Hocus Pocus 2’ announces 
2022 release date

 ENTERTAINMENT   

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRXVQ77ehRQ
http://scener.com/
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MNERVA continued  
from page 17 

first I had to learn to believe in 
myself and that didn’t truly hap-
pen until after I finished college.” 
 MNERVA is also ready to see 
change surrounding the stigma 
of mental health, something he 
himself has struggled with, start-
ing with the release of his new 
single “Stuck.” The song is the 
first of many musical projects for 
MNERVA in 2021, including his 
upcoming debut EP later this 
year. MNERVA co-wrote the song 
with fellow musician Kory Shore, 
who also served as the track’s 
producer.  
 The writ ing process for 
“Stuck” soon became an outlet 
for MNERVA’s frustrations while 
in an all-time creative low during 
quarantine. When asked about 
the deeper meaning behind 
“Stuck,” MNERVA mentioned how 
he’s experienced the emotions 
expressed in the song before as 
well.  
 “I actually felt the same way at 
the end of 2018,” the musician 
stated. “I was just about to move 
to New York City for my last 
semester of college because I felt 
trapped living in Nashville. Every 
day, I found myself just binging 
anime because I felt like nothing I 
did mattered until I reached New 
York City.” 

 According to MNERVA, he had 
just experienced a massive fall-
ing out with his friend group 
after going through a breakup 
months prior. 
 “It was the loneliest time of 
my life,” he said. “Thankfully 
though, things did improve when 
I finally moved to NYC. But that 
time in my life was also a big 
inspiration for ‘Stuck.’ I’m just 
praying I don’t bottom out into 
that sad routine ever again.” 
 Most of MNERVA’s songs are 
inspired by his fears and insecu-
rities. 
 “I love long-form storytelling 
and I want nothing more than to 
write a critically acclaimed con-
cept record in the same vein as 
‘American Idiot,’ ‘Trench’ or ‘The 
Black Parade,’” he stated. “I’m 
not there yet creatively, but I just 
finished up my debut EP, ‘Talk 
Too Much,’ and the record defi-
nitely has a cohesive through-
line and theme. I only hope to 
get more ambitious with future 
projects.” 
 According to MNERVA, he 
doesn’t dream of being the “best 
rapper” alive.  
 “My goal is to expand hip 
hop’s scope and further fuse it 
with rock music in new and in-
novative ways,” he stated. “I 
truly believe that two genres 
were made to be put together 
and I want to be on the forefront 

of giving rap rock a fresh sound 
and hopefully help it gain accep-
tance with mainstream audi-
ences again.” 
 When it comes to music, most 
of MNERVA’s music pulls inspira-
tion from his real life experi-
ences.  
 “Most of my songs are in-
spired by my fears and insecuri-
ties,” he said. “I have recently 
learned through therapy that I 
struggle at processing my nega-
tive emotions so music gives me 
an outlet to healthily express 
myself. I have been told that my 
songwriting ‘super power’ is 
saying the relatable thing that 
everyone is thinking but will 
never say, so I always try to dive 
deep and be as vulnerable as I 
can be when writing lyrics.” 
 If just one listener feels heard 
when listening to his songs, then 
MNERVA knows he’s accom-
plished his job as an artist. 

————— 
Comics and manga spark 

inspiration 

 MNERVA is also a self pro-
claimed nerd with core loves 
rooted in both comics and man-
ga. 
 “As far as comics go, Miles 
Morales has always been my 
favorite so him getting such an 

outstanding feature animation 
debut in ‘Into the Spiderverse’ 
was a dream come true for me,” 
he said. “Being the son of two 
former musicians, I’ve always 
related to his fear of not living up 
to Peter Parker as the new Spi-
der-Man so his journey has defi-
nitely helped me forge my own 
path as an artist.” 
 In regards to manga, MNERVA 
said the following: 
 “My favorite character is 
hands down Killua Zoldyck from 
Hunter X Hunter,” he said. “The 
kid’s journey to discovering his 
inherent self-worth has helped 
me gain so much perspective on 
my own life and finishing that 
anime truly helped me find my 
path to self-acceptance.”  
 MNERVA stated that charac-
ters are inspirationally powerful. 
 “They are a fantastic lens from 
which we can gain a new per-
spective on life and examine our 
own behavior,” he said. “I always 
encourage people to analyze 
media because so many of life’s 
lessons can be learned through 
careful observation of the fiction 
we enjoy” 

————— 
The love of storytelling 

 Stories are important to MN-
ERVA. That’s why he tries to 
iterate one in each of his songs. 
 “Music has given me a healthy 
way to voice my negative emo-
tions,” the artist stated. “I’ve 
recently learned through therapy 
that I have gotten really good at 
cutting myself off from feeling 
things as a defense mechanism 
so music allows me to feel like 
I’m a normal person instead of 
being emotionally detached.”  
 According to MNERVA, playing 
music live is one of the few times 
he feels completely confident in 
himself.  
 “I’ve worked very hard to 
become good at my craft so mu-
sic gives my life focus whenever I 
don’t know where I’m going in 
life,” he said. “But most of all, 
music makes me feel understood 
and there is no better way to 
connect with people.” 

————— 
MNERVA’s musical  

influences 

 When asked about his top 
musical influences, MNERVA 
mentioned a variety of talented 
artists. 
 “My favorite band, hands 
down, is Linkin Park and I con-
stantly revisit all of their albums 
for inspiration,” he said. “I love 
how they broke down the idea of 
‘genres’ so I also work very hard 
to fuse my desperate inspira-
tions into a cohesive sound for 
MNERVA.” 
 MNERVA grew up listening 
almost entirely to 2000s rock, 
such as Breaking Benjamin, 
Three Days Grace, Papa Roach, 
P.O.D, Flyleaf, Paramore, Blink 
182, and Deftones.  
 “I eventually discovered my 
passion for hip hop in college 
because of J. Cole, Eminem, NF, 
Logic, Jay Z, Childish Gambino, 
and Kanye West,” he stated. “I’m 
also very influenced by my mu-
sical theatre background and Lin 
Manuel Miranda, Jonathan Lar-
son, and Pasek and Paul push me 
as a storyteller every day.” 

————— 
MNERVA’s musical  

influences 

 In his latest track, “Stuck,” 
Samples of news reports regard-
ing the coronavirus introduce 
melodic beats and emotional 
lyrics that mirror dejected feel-
ings many experienced during 
this historic time. In the song, 

MNERVA opens up about his 
personal mental health struggles 
revealing he began quarantine by 
moving home. According to the 
musician, he kept in high spirits 
before ultimately hitting a cre-
ative slump. 
 “I hit the ground running and 
was the most productive I had 
been in years,” MNERVA said. 
“But within two months, I had 
lost all of my momentum and 
found myself reliving the same 
day over and over again. Before I 
knew it, I stopped responding to 
my friends, became reclusive, 
and couldn’t even recognize the 
person I had become. I had never 
felt like more of a loser in my 
life.” 
 Realizing his mental health 
was taking a toll, MNERVA took 
solace in the familiar act of creat-
ing. 
 “Writing [Stuck] was actually 
my first step to escaping the 
negative feedback loop and I 
started therapy soon afterward 
to finally get my life back on 
track,” he said. “I really hope 
that people can relate to this 
song and I want them to know 
that there’s no shame in feeling 
trapped. What matters is how 
you take steps to keep pushing 
forward.” 
 Mental health is very impor-
tant to MNERVA and he encour-
ages his current and future fan 
base to reach out to their loved 
one’s when life feels like it’s fall-
ing apart.  
 “It’s okay to not be okay and 
you don’t have to suffer through 
your struggles alone,” he said. 
“[It’s] important it is to be your 
authentic ‘weird’ self. Until re-
cently, I have been so afraid of 
judgement and it’s prevented me 
from accepting who I am and 
finding a community. It was so 
bad that I literally wouldn’t tell 
people what I enjoyed until 
someone else opened the door 
for conversation.”  
 MNERVA was bullied a lot as a 
kid and is now learning through 
therapy that it took a toll.  
 “I would encourage people to 
be themselves and do what 
makes them happy, as long as it’s 
not hurting anyone, because 
that’s the only way you’ll find a 
community of like-minded peo-
ple who will love you for you,” 
MNERVA said.  
 MNERVA also provided advice 
for others struggling with their 
own mental health. 
 “If I had a time machine, I 
would tell my stubborn self ‘for 
the love of God, go to therapy,’” 
he said. “Honestly, talking to a 
mental health professional has 
changed my life for the better 
and I cannot recommend going 
to therapy enough, especially for 
creatives.”  
 In MNERVA’s opinion, having 
an unbiased source validates 
one’s feelings truly empowers 
them to want to improve and 
work through their issues.  
 “I recommend that my fellow 
creatives take the time to invest 
in themselves and find the right 
counselor whenever they start to 
struggle with their mental 
health,” he said. “Nothing is 
worse than bottling your emo-
tions up because they will come 
out at the worst times.” 
 MNERVA believes this next 
year will be important creative 
wise. 
 “[Recently], I officially re-
ceived all of the final masters for 
my debut EP, ‘Talk Too Much,’ 
and I’m currently getting ready 
to finally release the project’s 
first single, ‘Quarter Life Crisis,’ 
in early July,” he said. “Addition-
ally, I’m also in the process of 
writing an original musical and 
the first draft will be done as 
soon as I finish up the second 
act’s script.” 

‘Lion King’ and 
‘Aladdin’ set 

Broadway  
return dates
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Photo courtesy of MNERVA 

 On May 12, Disney Theatri-
cal Productions announced 
that  “The Lion King”  returns 
to Broadway’s Minskoff The-
a t r e o n S e p t . 1 4 , 2 0 2 1 , 
and  will be among the first 
s h o w s t o re s u m e p e r f o r-
mances;  
while  “Aladdin”  resumes per-
formances at Broadway’s glo-
rious New Amsterdam The-
atre on Sept. 28, 2021. Tickets 
for both shows are on sale 
now.  
 With the return of Disney 
on Broadway, Disney is also 
introducing a suite of added 
benefits that has been creat-
ed with the guest experience 
in mind and offer a flexibility 
t h a t ’ s u n p r e c e d e n t e d i n 
Broadway history including: 
 Disney will pay 100 percent 
of Ticketmaster service and 
order fees for guests, who will 
pay only the ticket face value 
for performances through 
Aug. 7, 2022. 
 Guests will have the free-
dom to exchange or even 
cancel tickets at no charge up 
to and including the day of 
performance. 
 Disney is also introducing 
Double the Magic, a two-show 
package that offers the great-
est savings with tickets for 
both shows starting at $149 
total. 
 Previously, Broadway has 
traditionally offered its cus-
tomers only two purchase 
models: advance purchase, 
ensuring performance date 
and seat location but offering 
no f lex ib i l i ty when p lans 
change; or last-minute op-
tions such as TKTS or show 
lotteries, which offer greater 
value but preclude advance 
planning. 
 For the first time ever, Dis-
ney on Broadway is combin-
ing the best of both models to 
provide far greater flexibility 
to guests. Additional informa-
tion, including how to pur-
chase tickets, is available 
at  DisneyOnBroadway.com. 
 B e y o n d B r o a d w a y, t h e 
North American tours of “The 
Lion King”  and  “Frozen”  and 
international productions of 
five titles will be among the 
20+ Disney Theatrical produc-
tions resuming performances 
in nine countries on four con-
tinents in 2021. 
 The Sept . 14 re turn o f 
B r o a d w a y — k i c k e d o f f 
by  “Hamil ton,”  “The L ion 
King”  and  “Wicked” — was 
announced this morning in a 
joint appearance    on  Good 
Morning America. This rare 
alliance between Broadway’s 
three highest prof i le hi ts 
sends a message that Broad-
way is united in its commit-
ment to ending a devastating 
period of hardship for the 
tens of thousands who make 
t h e i r l i v i n g d i r e c t l y o n 
Broadway shows and the tens 
of thousands in dependent 
industries. 
 The New Amsterdam and 
Minskoff Theaters will follow 
New York S ta te  and CDC 
guidelines to ensure the safe-
ty of all actors, production 
staff, theatre employees and 
audience members. 
 As public health conditions 
and the State’s guidance for 
performing arts and live en-
tertainment change, the the-
aters will remain flexible and 
adapt to applicable health 
protocols, such as  face cover-
ings, health screening, en-
hanced air filtration and ven-
tilation and rigorous cleaning 
and disinfection. 
 For information on safety 
protocols at The Minskoff 
T h e a t r e , 
visit  lionking.guide.  For in-
formation on safety protocols 
at The New Amsterdam The-
atre, visit aladdin.guide. 

By Cat Grant 
Daily Planet Editor
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