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SMALLVILLE

 Superman’s heroics aren’t 
centered strictly around his pow-
ers. His, and Lois Lane’s, true 
gifts for extrication lies in their 
passion for truth and justice 
through journalism. 
 There’s no doubt about it. 
Superman, the Man of Steel, is my 
favorite superhero. Not because 
he was the first one, or the most 
ineptly powered. My love for the 
Metropolis Marvel grows from a 
much more deeper place than 
that. 
 Don’t get me wrong. Lois Lane 
is still my all-time favorite fiction-
al character. Her reputation for 
uncovering the truth and expos-
ing corruption is so utterly iconic 

it transcends anything super 
powered.  
 Superman and Lois Lane’s 
constant crusades for certainty is 
inspiring. This dynamic duo of 
the Daily Planet has inspired me 
in so many ways that it swayed 
my decision in tearing the Me-
tropolis paper of record forth 
from the pages of DC Comics into 
the real world.  

 Even though Warner Media 
temporarily turned down my 
proposal for legitimizing the 
Planet through publishing rights, 
turning it into an indelible news 
source, I still push for what the 
comic incarnation accomplished.  
 For those wondering, the @Dai-
lyPlanetDC team pitched a pub-
lishing proposal to Warner Media 
and DC Comics earlier this year. 
Basically, we asked to publish as 
a recognized news source under 
DC. Unfortunately we were de-
nied this temporarily and asked 
to pitch the Planet in s ix 
months.   
 Anyway, truth, justice and its 
constant safeguard are why Su-
perman is my favorite superhero. 
This immaculate man, who can 
push an entire planet out of its 
orbit, recognizes the importance  

See Superman and Lois Page 8 

 Ten years ago, today, “Small-
ville’s” finale soared onto our 
television screens and brought 
the decade-long Superman story 
to a close. This original take on 
the Man of Steel’s origins inspired 
a generation. That’s why we al-
ways hold onto Smallville.  
 There’s no doubt about it. The 
decade-long series that depicted 
an original take on Superman’s 
origins left quite a legacy in its 
wake. 
 “Smallville” ran for 10 years on 
what is now known as The CW. It 
inspired millions and lives on in 
the hearts of fans across the 
planet. 
 Even though I failed at my 
attempt to review the entire final 
season (I apologize –– there’s 
only so much an unpaid editor-in-
chief can do), I still recognize this 
show as my all-time favorite.  
 Starting Oct. 16, 2001, Small-
ville premiered to an audience of 
over 8.4 million. The “Superman 
and Lois’” premiere episode was 
watched by a total of 3.25 million. 
The “Smallville” series premiere 
played to 3 million viewers.  
 As the show progressed, so did 
the reputation of comicdom. 
Once perceived as a geeky medi-
um reserved for “nerdy” people, 
“Smallville” excelled the populari-
ty of the superhero genre into the 
twenty-first century.  
 The show covered a wide array 
of DC Comics’ characters and 
played host to meta-humans, 
alien invasions, sorcery-enhanced 
individuals and everything else 
one could think of in its decade-
long run.  
 All of these tales circled 
around the origins of young Clark 
Kent. We literally witnessed the 
coming-of-age story for the 
world's first and greatest super-
hero and it felt so real and organ-
ic.  
 From learning of his true ori-
gins, to (almost) marrying the 
intrepid reporter Lois Lane. 
“Smallville” covered everything. It 
was dramatic, cinematic and 
heartfelt. Even those who were 
unfamiliar with the Superman 
mythos fell in love.  
 Amassing an ever-growing 
fanbase, this completely original 

—————-See Smallville page 8 

 Film, TV and stage actress 
Annette O'Toole began her jour-
ney towards a career in enter-
tainment at the young age of just 
three years old. 
 O'Toole’s mother was a dance 
instructor and began teaching 
dance to her daughter at a young 
age in hopes she would take to it.  
 "By the time I was nine there 
was a girl in dance class I really 
looked up to and I asked her, 
‘how could I get to be as good as 
her?’” O'Toole said. “She said to 
just show up everyday and 
dance. I was lucky that my moth-
er owned the dance studio so I 
showed up for every class and 
danced. I would dance and do my 
homework in-between classes so 
I really did grow up at the dance 
studio."  
 When O'Toole was 13, her fami-
ly moved out to Los Angeles 
where she started working a little 
in TV.  
 "I didn't get many parts, so I 
studied a lot," she stated. At the 
age of 17 she began taking acting 
lessons.  
 "It was a few weeks before I 
turned 18 and there was this 
musical called ‘Promises Promis-
es’ that was coming out from New 
York, so I auditioned for it and 
[Director] Michael Bennett cast 
me as one of the main dancers for 
this show that was to be at The 
Music Center in Los Angeles,” she 
said. “I had that job but I wasn't 
quite keen yet.” 
 Annette then went into an 
audition for an episode of “Gun-
smoke” and landed the role. 
 “I had to make a decision as I 
couldn't do both because they 
overlapped,” she stated. “My 
mother was great because she 
allowed me to make the decision 
and she didn't lean either direc-
tion, although dancing was cer-
tainly her life.” 
 According to O'Toole, she 
thought dancing was a short 
career and never saw herself 
becoming a great dancer. 
 “I'm a good one but will never 
be a great one,” she said. “So, I 
decided to do the guest appear-
ance on ‘Gunsmoke.’ I did hope to 
still do dancing and some singing  

————-See O’Toole on page 10 
Annette O’Toole as Martha Kent and Tom Welling as her adoptive son, Clark in the series finale of Smallville. O’Toole left the show in 2006 but made regular recurring appearances 
throughout the series’ remaining run. Photo courtesy of Warner Media
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Death toll climbs as  
violence between Israeli 

forces and Hamas  
escalates 
–––––––––– 

 Israel launched new airstrikes 
into Gaza on Tuesday, leveling an 
evacuated 13-story residential 
building, while “hundreds” of 
rockets from Palestinian militants 
reportedly hit southern Israel. 
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Job growth slowed in April as 
US adds 266,000 jobs 

–––––––––– 
 The American job market 
slowed considerably last month, 
according to the latest US jobs 
report. The economy added just 
266,000 jobs in April and the un-
employment rate ticked up to 6.1 
percent. 
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Boba Fett pays homage to his 
father in ‘Star Wars: War of 
the Bounty Hunters Alpha’ 

–––––––––– 
 “Star Wars: The War of the 
Bounty Hunters” cannot be the 
comic that it is without the gal-
axy’s greatest and feared bounty 
hunter, Boba Fett. 
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B.1.617 is a COVID-19 
variant of concern because 

of its transmissibility 
–––––––––– 

 B.1.617, first found in India, is a 
COVID-19 variant of concern be-
cause of its transmissibility, says 
WHO's chief scientist. 
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‘Pokemon Master Jour-
neys: The Series’ releases 

Summer 2021 
–––––––––– 

 The Pokemon Company re-
leased an announcement on 
Thursday that a new season of 
Pokemon will air in the Summer 
of 2021 
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‘Resident Evil Village’ is 
nightmare-inducing 

————— 
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Tom Welling as Clark Kent and Erica Durance as Lois Lane in the series finale of “Smallville.” Even though their wedding was interrupted by Darkseid’s initial incursion, the dynamic duo 
of the Daily Planet finally tied the knot years later in 2018. Photo courtesy of Warner Media 
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Superman and Lois’ pursuit 
and protection of truth
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 The American job market 
slowed considerably last month, 
according to the latest US jobs 
report. The economy added just 
266,000 jobs in April and the un-
employment rate ticked up to 6.1 
percent, surprising some econo-
mists who had projected a 
growth of approximately 1 million 
jobs. President Joe Biden said 
that the latest numbers are proof 
that his American Jobs Plan is 
necessary to jumpstart the econ-
omy following the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
 US employers added 266,00 
jobs in April and the unemploy-
ment rate increased to 6.1 per-
cent, according to the latest job 
report. Economists predicted the 
market would add one million 
new jobs in April, news outlets 
report. 
 At April’s rate of growth, the 
economy wouldn’t regain those 8 
million jobs back until the end of 

2023. Economists had predicted 
the market would gain one mil-
lion new jobs in April, news out-
lets report. 
 It’s a major setback for the 
hopes of a speedy labor-market 
recovery alongside America’s 
great reopening. President Joe 
Biden said lackluster job growth 
shows his American Jobs Plan is 
key to recovering the millions of 
jobs lost during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 U.S. employers added a mod-
est 266,000 jobs in April, far short 
of the one million economists had 
forecast and the weakest monthly 
gain since January, Friday’s Labor 
Department report showed. The 
deceleration came after payrolls 
rose a downwardly revised 
770,000 in March. 
 Economic experts and politi-
cians are discussing the long-
term significance of the jobs re-
port for US economic recovery. 
Concern is mounting that a lack 
of workers and raw materials is 
causing s luggish economic 
growth, journalists report. 
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Violent air strikes witnessed on Tuesday in Gaza. Israel launched the attack following in-
creased tensions on April 16, the first Friday of Ramadan. Photo taken from Twitter
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 The UN has warned that the 
violence in Gaza could escalate 
into a “full-scale war” after Israel 
carried out heavy airstrikes on 
Gaza and Palestinian militants 
fired hundreds of rockets into 
Israel. 
 Israel launched new airstrikes 
into Gaza on Tuesday, leveling an 
evacuated 13-story residential 
building, while “hundreds” of 
rockets from Palestinian militants 
reportedly hit southern Israel 
and extended the violence to Tel 
Aviv, according to CNN. 
 Since Monday, at least 53 
Palestinians — including 14 chil-
dren — have been killed, say 
Palestinian officials, and at least 
six Israelis were also killed in the 
current standoff. 
 After meeting with senior offi-
cials, Netanyahu said that Israeli 
forces will "further increase force 
and pace of the attacks" and that 
"we still have a way to go." 
 The exchanges between the 
two sides represent “some of the 
most intense fighting between 
Israel and Hamas since their 2014 
war,” according to AP. 
 On Monday, Israeli police fired 
stun grenades in the Al-Aqsa 
mosque in Jerusalem, one of 
Islam’s holiest sites, and Palestin-

ian demonstrators threw stones 
at police. 
 On Tuesday, Palestinian mili-
tants launched rockets into Israel 
in response to the incident in 
Jerusalem, CNN reports. Israeli 
PM Netanyahu promised to “fur-
ther increase force.” 
 Even before the two Israeli 
deaths, the Israeli military said it 
was sending troop reinforce-
ments to the Gaza border and the 
defense minister ordered the 
mobilization of 5,000 reserve 
soldiers. 
 Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu addressed the 
ongoing violence. After meeting 
with senior officials, Netanyahu 
said that Israeli forces will “fur-
ther increase force and pace of 
the attacks” and that “we still 
have a way to go.” 
 I s rae l i po l ice fired s tun 
grenades inside the Al-Aqsa 
mosque, and Palestinian demon-
strators threw stones at police on 
Monday. Hundreds of Palestini-
ans and around 30 police were 
injured, according to reports. 
 Hamas fired rockets towards 
Jerusalem before Israel launched 
airstrikes against what it said was 
militant targets in the Gaza Strip. 
Hundreds were injured as vio-
lence escalated at Al -Aqsa 
mosque. 
 Monday began with early-
morning confrontations at Al-
Aqsa Mosque in the heart of 

Jerusalem’s walled Old City on 
the compound known to Jews as 
Temple Mount and to Muslims as 
the Noble Sanctuary – the most 
sensitive site in the Israel-Pales-
tinian conflict. 
 Tensions have been building 
through Ramadan. As Ramadan 
began, clashes erupted nightly 
between police and Palestinians 
protesting against security barri-
ers outside Damascus Gate which 
had prevented them from gather-
ing there. 
 Palestinian anger was further 
exacerbated by a march by ultra-
nationalist Jewish extremists 
close to the same area held in 
protest at a spate of videos post-
ed on social media showing 
Palestinians assaulting ultra-Or-
thodox Jews in the city, and by 
revenge assaults on Palestinians 
by extremists. 
 Then on April 16, the first Fri-
day of Ramadan, tensions esca-
lated further when Israel im-
posed a 10,000-person limit on 
prayers at the al-Aqsa Mosque. 
Tens of thousands of Palestinians 
were turned away. 
 Four Palestinian families are 
facing eviction by Jewish settler 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e e a s t 
Jerusalem neighborhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah. The impending 
expulsion has sparked protests 
and renewed clashes in Israel. 
 On Monday, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken called on 

parties to “de-escalate, reduce 
tensions and take practical steps 
to calm things down.” 
 There have been continuing 
demonstrations in Sheikh Jarrah, 
East Jerusalem, over the possible 
eviction of Palestinian families. 
Four Palestinian families are fac-
ing eviction by Jewish settler 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e e a s t 
Jerusalem neighborhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah. The impending 
expulsion has sparked protests 
and renewed clashes in Israel. 
 According to AP, fighting bears 
hallmarks of the devastating 2014 
Gaza war. Israel has pounded the 
besieged Palestinian territory 
with airstrikes. Gaza’s armed 
groups have fired hundreds of 
rockets into Israel increasing the 
concerning death toll.  
 “Stop the fire immediately. 
We’re escalating towards a full 
scale war,” Tor Wennesland, the 
United Nations Special Coordina-
tor for the Middle East Peace 
Process said. “Leaders on all 
sides have to take the responsi-
bility of deescalation. The cost of 
war in Gaza is devastating and is 
being paid by ordinary people. 
UN is working with all sides to 
restore calm. Stop the violence 
now.” 
 Israeli Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu says that Hamas "will 
pay a heavy price for their bel-
ligerence" as the country steps 
up attacks on the Gaza Strip.  

A demand to save journalists 
————— 

Page 4

Biden administration reinstates 
discrimination protections for 
LGBTQ people in health care 

————— 
Page 4

UN envoy warns of ‘a full scale war’ as 
death toll rises in Israel-Hamas violence

By Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

Job growth slowed in April as US adds 266,000 jobs 
By Ron Troupe 

Daily Planet Reporter

Midtown Manhattan, New York City looking south-west at dusk. Photo by Charles Parker 

Reducing barriers to employment was focus of 
Minnesota immigrant and refugee affairs forum 

 May’s Immigrant and Refugee 
Affairs Forum explored ways to 
address the challenges immi-
grants and refugees face when 
reaching out and connecting with 
companies that are hiring now. 
While many employers in Min-
nesota continue to struggle to 
find job seekers, immigrant and 
refugee communities are also 
struggling with applying for posi-
tions they qualify for. 
 The Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic De-
velopment (DEED) is working on 
strategies to help community 
members get connected with the 
right employers as well as pre-
pare employers to be aware of 
ways they can reduce their hiring 
barriers to allow more people 
with different cultural and lan-
guage backgrounds to succeed at 
their company.  
 Published data in 2020 shows 
that Minnesota is losing $5.1 bil-
lion per year by not utilizing im-
migrant and refugee talent. While 
many immigrants have obtained 
their degrees abroad, those who 
are educated locally and are sec-
ond generation Americans also 
struggle with similar challenges 
as their immigrant parents.  
 Despite the barriers in place, 
some challenges can be resolved. 
This is why the Office of Immi-
grant and Refugee Affairs will be 
holding a series of forums that 
will invite employers, community 
leaders, and community advo-
cates to create collaboration 
strategies that will lead employ-
ers to learn from job seekers and 
vice versa. Those discussions will 

also include a collaboration with 
CareerForce and Workforce Strat-
egy Consultants.  
 The Minnesota Humanities 
Center is hosting an educational 
forum for awareness and under-
standing of Minnesota’s Hmong 
American community on Satur-
day, May 15. 
 At the forum, participants 
heard from Yusra Mohamud who 
works at U.S. Bank and works 
with small businesses in the 
community. A lot of the business 
owners are educated with de-
grees, but they still had struggles 
finding employment so they 
started businesses instead. For 
various reasons, large corpora-
tions don’t always know how to 
hire people from different coun-
tries.  
 Yusra works with students in 
college to help them with their 
resumes and with information 
and job shadowing so employers 
can see them face to face. One 
successful way businesses can 
help immigrants who face barri-
ers finding employment is to offer 
free English classes for potential 
employees.  
 Yusra shared her experience at 
the  Lyndale Neighborhood Asso-
ciation  where they helped immi-
grants with free English classes, 
as well as development classes 
for public speaking or email writ-
ing to give them more confidence 
in their job search.  
 Next, we heard from Adesewa 
Adesiji from DEED who is a Work-
force Strategy Consultant for 
employers in the Twin Cities area. 
She’s engaged in advocating for 
BIPOC communities and job 
seekers. The consultants’ goal is 
to develop innovative workforce 
solutions by aligning resources, 
facilities collaboration and lever-

aging expertise in targeted indus-
try sectors to drive economic 
equity and growth. They focus on 
in-demand industries throughout 
Minnesota such as health care, 
manufacturing, information tech-
nology, construction, agriculture, 
education and many more. They 
try to help change employers’ 
mindset for hiring diverse candi-
dates.  
 We are in a candidate-driven 
market so employers should 
think outside the box when hiring 
employees. There is a need for 
employers to change how they 
look for talent as well as increase 
outreach to BIPOC talent. Em-
ployers need to work on changing 
their company culture and on 
becoming more inclusive.  
 Once they hire BIPOC talent, 
they should have plans in place 
to retain employees. Minnesota’s 
demographics are projected to 
become more diverse in the 
decades ahead and employers 
need to be work on hiring BIPOC 
members now so they are ready 
to hire more employees from this 
previously untapped talent 
source. You can  contact your 
regional Workforce Strategy Con-
sultant on the CareerForce web-
site here.  
 Then we heard from Francisco 
Segovia who engages and con-
nects employers with community 
members with his work at COPAL. 
COPAL’s mission is to unite Lat-
inxs in Minnesota in active grass-
roots communal democracy that 
builds racial, gender, social and 
economic justice across commu-
nity lines.  
 He’s a community leader who 
works as a bridge between com-
munity members and employers 
who are looking to fill jobs. He 
came to the U.S. in 1990 due to a 

civil war in his country. He had an 
education before coming to the 
U.S. Despite being educated, be-
cause he didn’t speak English, his 
counselor wanted him to go for 
his GED even though he had more 
skills to offer.  
 He said that people who speak 
English with an accent are often 
unfairly judged on what skills 
they may or may not have. He 
also shared that when employers 
invest in communities, they’re 
investing in their company’s fu-
ture.  
 This discussion on workforce 
will continue to focus on support-
ing employers find job seekers 
interested in growing with their 
employers and vice versa. One of 
the issues employers noticed is 
that immigrant job seekers with 
degrees apply for jobs below 
their qualifications.  
 Immigrants’ intentions at first 
are to make ends meet in paying 
their bills while also supporting 
family back home and they often 
do not consider the dynamics 
around career growth and the 
possibility that employers may 
not hire them due to unbalanced 
qualifications and job require-
ments. This is the reason DEED is 
working to prepare both employ-
ers and job seekers to meet in the 
middle and help fill in the open 
positions. 
 At June’s Immigrant and 
Refugee Affairs Forum, topics will 
include economic opportunities 
in the agriculture industry; what 
employers are doing to attract 
talent; what opportunities are 
available for BIPOC Minnesota 
farmers and how can state agen-
cies assist farmers, employers 
and talent in the community. 

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

Downtown St. Paul, Minnesota where DEED Headquarters is located. Photo by Josh Hild 
on Pexels.com
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 Funds for these payments 
come from the FTC’s settlements 
with Reckitt Benckiser Group 
and Indivior, Inc. who took ad-
vantage of their unique market 
position to scare consumers 
away from generic Suboxone 
tablets. 
 The Federal Trade Commis-
sion is sending 51,875 payments 
totaling more than $59 million to 
consumers who were victims of 
an allegedly deceptive scheme 
b y  R e c k i t t B e n c k i s e r 
Group and Indivior, Inc. to thwart 
lower-priced generic competition 
w i t h t h e b r a n d e d d r u g 
Suboxone. The average payment 
amount is $1,139. The payments 
will be mailed today. 
 Suboxone is a prescription 
oral medication used to minimize 
withdrawal symptoms in patients 
recovering from opioid addic-
tion. The FTC alleged that Reckitt 
Benckiser and Indivior sought to 
deny consumers a lower-cost 
generic alternative to maintain 
their lucrative monopoly on the 
branded drug.   
 “The FTC does not tolerate the 
kind of deceptive practices that 
make it harder or more expen-
sive to get prescription medica-
tion. The Suboxone Film scheme 
put Americans’ health and safety 

at risk by using a unique market 
position to scare consumers,” 
said FTC Acting Chairwoman 
Slaughter. “Today the check is in 
the mail for over 50,000 people 
suffering from opioid addition – a 
pandemic in its own right still 
ravaging our communities – who 
were misled by these parties. 
While we trust the settlement 
has sent a strong warning to 
copycat companies, the FTC 
remains diligent in its work to 
promote a safe and competitive 
marketplace.” 
 According to the complaints, 
before the generic versions of 
Suboxone tablets became avail-
able, Reckitt and its former sub-
sidiary Reckitt Benckiser Phar-
maceuticals, now known as Indiv-
ior, Inc., developed a dissolvable 
oral film version of Suboxone 
and worked to shift prescriptions 
to this patent-protected film. 
Worried that doctors and pa-
tients would not want to switch 
to Suboxone Film, Reckitt and 
Indivior allegedly employed a 
“product hopping” scheme in 
which they misrepresented that 
the film version of Suboxone was 
safer than Suboxone tablets be-
cause children are less likely to 
be accidentally exposed to the 
film product. The complaints 
also alleged that, to buy more 
time to move patients to the film 
version of Suboxone, Indivior 
filed a meritless citizen petition 
with the FDA reciting the same 

unsupported safety claims and 
requesting that the agency reject 
any generic tablet application. 
 The FTC is mailing 37,212 
checks totaling more than $42 
million and 14,663 prepaid debit 
cards totaling more than $16 
million. The checks will expire on 
Aug. 8, 2021, and the prepaid 
cards will expire on May 10, 2022. 
 I n s e t t l e m e n t s re a c h e d 
with Reckitt and Indivior, the FTC 
required the companies to dis-
gorge the money for these pay-
ments under Section 13(b) of the 
FTC Act. In 2020, FTC actions led 
to more than $482 million in re-
funds to consumers across the 
country, but recently the United 
States Supreme Court ruled the 
FTC lacks authority under Sec-
tion 13(b) to seek monetary relief 
in federal court going forward. 
The Commission has urged Con-
gress to restore the FTC’s ability 
to get money back for con-
sumers. 
 The  deadline  to file a claim 
has passed. Recipients who have 
questions about these payments 
should contact the refund admin-
istrator, JND Legal Administra-
tion, at 1-877-545-0238. 
 The FTC’s  interactive dash-
boards for refund data provide a 
state-by-state breakdown of FTC 
refunds. FTC actions led to more 
than $483 million in refunds to 
consumers across the country in 
2020.
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 Thai police arrested three 
senior reporters from the Myan-
mar news outlet “Democratic 
Voice of Burma” (DVB) and two 
associates after being caught 
fleeing Myanmar for Thailand on 
May 9, sparking an outcry on 
Twitter under the “saveDVB-
Journalists” tag. 
 The Special Advisory Council 
for Myanmar (SAC-M) stated in 
their released response early 
Tuesday that “three DVB re-
porters and two associates who 
fled violence and persecution in 
Myanmar must not be forced 
back by the Thai authorities. To 
do so would violate international 
law.” 

 SAC-M added on the last page, 
“[The five] should be granted 
protection, reassurance and 
security, with access to their 
fundamental human rights. Given 
the situation, that basic response 
should be taken as granted.” 
 Democratic Voice of Burma 
(DVB) strongly urged that Thai 
authorities do not deport them 
back to Burma (Myanmar), as 
their lives will be in serious dan-
ger if they were to return. 
 There have been other occur-
rences towards silencing the 
media reports. In early March 
journalist Ye Wint’s name and 
photo were one of many to ap-
pear on a wanted list broadcast 
by Myanmar’s military junta. On 
March 8, military authorities 
revoked DVB’s TV license and 
banned DVB from doing any kind 
of media work. Three DVB re-

porters and two associates who 
fled Myanmar were arrested then 
detained in northern Thailand on 
March 9. 
 With Tuesday marking 100 
days since Myanmar’s military 
seized power in a coup on Feb. 1, 
2021, numbers have risen due to 
the military junta ruthlessly 
cracking down on any perceived 
opposition by the use of deadly 
force. Advocacy group As-
sistance Association for Political 
Prisoners report more than 780 
people have been killed by secu-
rity forces and almost 5,000 ar-
rested.  
 As of May 12, 1:30 a.m. (Yan-
gon time), Myanmar’s National 
Unity Government said on their 
official Twitter that “the military 
council is violating basic human 
rights and committing crimes 
against humanity.”

A demand to save journalists 
By Kentnco 

Daily Planet Contributor

Photo posted by Twitter user @NEON70026157 of Kyaukme anti-coup protesters 

Biden administration reinstates 
discrimination protections for 
LGBTQ people in health care

 In a move announced Monday, 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) reinstated 
anti-bias protections in health 
care based on sexual orientation 
and gender bias — reversing a 
Trump-era policy that sought to 
limit the protections’ scope by 
focusing them on sex assigned at 
birth. 
 According to the US Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Section 1557 of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (42 USC 18116) and its im-
plementing regulation provide 
that an individual shall not be 
excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination on 

the grounds prohibited under 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq. 
(race, color, national origin). 
 The shift pertains to health-
care providers and other organi-
zations that receive funding from 

the Department of Health and 
Human Services. Civil rights 
groups had said the Trump poli-
cy would allow health-care work-
ers and institutions, as well as 
insurers, to deny services to 
transgender individuals. 

By Jimmy Olsen 
Daily Planet Photojournalist

The widely recognized Pride Flag. Photo by Sharon McCutcheon on Pexels.com 

The UK government sets agenda for 
the coming year in Queen’s Speech 

 The State Opening of the 
British Parliament, which marks 
the formal start of the parliamen-
tary year, took place on Tuesday. 
 The Queen’s Speech set out 
the government’s agenda for the 
coming session and outlined 
proposed policies and legisla-
tion. Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this year’s State Opening 
featured reduced ceremonial 
elements and attendees. 
 The Queen’s Speech is written 
by the government. It sets out 

the government’s legislative 
agenda for the new  parliamen-
tary session.  
 The Queen delivered the 
speech in the House of Lords 

chamber at the State Opening of 
Parliament on Tuesday, May 11. 
 F o l l o w i n g t h e s p e e c h , 
the  House of Lords  debated a 
motion of formal thanks to the 
Queen. The Lords will then start 
a five day debate on the different 
subject areas of the speech from 
Wednesday, May 12 to Wednes-
day, May 19.  
 The Queen, seated on a throne 
and attended by her Officers of 
State, commanded that the Lady 
Usher of the Black Rod should let 
the Commons know that it was 
her Majesty’s pleasure to give 
such a speech. 

By Daily Planet 
Daily Planet Staff

Queen Elizabeth II. 

FTC returns nearly $60 million to 
those suffering from opioid addiction 

Police raid in Rio de Janeiro 
leaves multiple dead 

 The UN human rights office is 
calling for an investigation into a 
police raid that resulted in the 
deaths of at least 25 people on 
May 6 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  
 Police raids in Brazil usually 
involve officers confronting al-
leged drug traffickers in the city’s 
poorest areas. The one that hap-
pened on May 6 is being referred 
to as a “massacre” and one of the 
deadliest police shootings Rio 
has ever experienced. 
 The operation started in the 
early hours of Thursday when 
police officers on the ground and 
in helicopters overhead opened 
fire across  the Jacarezinho 
neighborhood – in an  operation 
allegedly aimed at suspected 
drug traffickers.  
 In addition to the deaths, an 
unknown number of people, 
including bystanders and those 
inside their homes, were also 
wounded. 
 Office of the High Commis-
s i o n e r f o r H u m a n 
Rights  spokesperson Rupert 
Colville said that the incident 
appeared to have been the 
“deadliest such operation in 
more than a decade” in Rio de 
Janeiro.  
 Colville said that it was “par-
ticularly disturbing” that opera-
tion took place despite a Federal 
Supreme Court ruling last year, 
which restricted police opera-
tions in Rio’s favelas during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 “We remind the Brazilian au-
thorities that the use of force 
should be applied only when 
strictly necessary, and that they 
should always respect the prin-
ciples of legality, precaution, 

necessity and proportionality”, 
he said. “Lethal force should be 
used as a last resort and only in 
cases where there is an imminent 
threat to life or of serious injury. 
[It] furthers a long-standing 
trend of unnecessary and dis-
proportionate use of force by 
police in Brazil’s poor, marginal-
ized and predominantly Afro-
Brazilian neighborhoods, known 
as favelas.” 
 There are also reports that 
after the incident, the police did 
not take steps to preserve evi-
dence at the crime scene, which 
could hinder investigations into 
th is le tha l operat ion , the 
spokesperson said. 
 Colville called on the Office of 
the Prosecutor to conduct an 
independent, thorough and im-
partial investigation into the 
incident in accordance with in-
ternational standards, particular-
ly in line with the  Minnesota 
Protocol on the Investigation of 
Potentially Unlawful Death.  
 “This lays down that authori-
ties must ensure the safety and 
security of witnesses and protect 
them from intimidation and retal-
iation”, he said. 
 The OHCHR spokesperson 
also urged for a broad and inclu-
sive discussion in Brazil about 
the current model of policing in 
favelas – which are trapped in a 
vicious cycle of lethal violence, 
with a dramatically adverse im-
pact on their already struggling 
and marginalized populations. 
 Authorities confirmed that a 
police operation carried out in 
favela do Jacarezinho, in Rio de 
Janeiro, resulted in 28 deaths, 27 
of which were civilians and one 
police officer who participated in 
the action. 
 Most of people dead on 
#slaughterofJacarezinho were 

not suspected in an investigation 
that led to the operation. Of the 
21 investigated, three were ar-
rested and three killed. 13 of the 
25 dead are unrelated to the 
crime that led police officers to 
the favela. an article of mine and 
Felipe Betim. 
 From a list of 21 investigated, 
three were killed and three were 
detained, what happened to the 
other 15? Who are they? EL PAÍS 
also questioned the Civil Police, 
but received no response. 
 The operation targeted people 
denounced for photos with guns 
on social media | Reason point-
ed out to the Public Prosecutor’s 
Office is different from the one 
reported by the commissioner, 
who described homicides, en-
ticement of minors and kidnap-
ping of the train. 
 Favela and the city together, 
showing that Jacarezinho is not 
alone in this! About a thousand 
people protested this Friday 
night in Jacarezinho against the 
deaths of 27 people in the com-
munity. 
 “We are aware of the police 
operation yesterday in Rio, as 
well as reports of extrajudicial 
executions by police,” State De-
partment spokes person Raquel 
Krähenbühl said. “We are follow-
ing this incident closely.” 
 “We extend our condolences 
to the families of those who lost 
their lives, including that of offi-
cer André Leonardo de Mello 
Frias. We recognize that many 
families are suffering from the 
consequences,” Krähenbühl 
continued. “People who live in all 
neighborhoods in Rio deserve 
responsible policing and protec-
tion from criminal elements, as 
well as all citizens of Brazil and 
this hemisphere.”

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

By Clark Kent 
Daily Planet Reporter

A sprawling favela along the hillside in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. UNICEF/Giacomo Pirozzi 

 Neil Druckmann, Co-President 
of Naughty Dog and Creative 
Director of The Last of Us fran-
chise, recently spoke on the 
possibility of a third installment 
of the award winning video game, 
“The Last of Us Part II.” 
 Druckmann was on an episode 
of the "The Script Apart Podcast" 
where he spoke about the writing 
process of “The Last of Us III.” 
Druckmann confirmed that a 
story outline for Part 3 was cre-
ated but production and writing 
had not started yet. 
 "I don’t know how much I want 
to reveal... [co-writer Halley 
Gross] and I did write an outline 
for a story, that we're not making 
– but I hope one day can see the 
light of day – that explores a little 
bit what happens after this game. 
We’ll see,” Druckmann said. 
 Druckmann mentioned that 
there has been "quite a bit" of 
conversations about the possibil-
ity of a Part 3. He pointed out the 
amount of hard work that in-
volved in making a game like The 
Last of US II.  
 "These games take so much to 
make. [Part 2], I've been thinking 
about it for seven years, between 
when the last game came out and 
when this came out [...] You want 

to make sure you’re jazzed by 
the idea that you have, [that] it 
feels like it’s challenging" said 
Druckmann. 
 "We’ve now had two games 
that I feel speak to something 
universal as well as telling a very 
personal story for these charac-
ters. With one game, there’s no 
pattern of what a franchise is. 
With two games, now there’s 
starting to be a pattern – now I 
feel like there are some structur-
al and thematic themes you'd 
have to stick to if you're making a 
third game.” 
 Fans of “The Last of US” will 
have to wait for part three of the 
video game but can look forward 
to the HBO TV Adaptation of the 
video game. HBO's upcoming 
series stars Pedro Pascal (The 
Mandalorian, Game of Thrones) 
as Joel and Bella Ramsey (Game 
of Thrones) as Ellie. The upcom-
ing HBO series will follow Joel, a 
survivor, tormented by the ac-
tions of his past, who must travel 
across pandemic filled America 
while profiting from a girl who 
represents a symbol of hope for 
humanity.  
 Although production has not 
started on the Last of Us Part III, 
it seems that Naughty dog is 
currently deciding what to do 
next. Druckmann said that 
Naughty Dog takes a long time on 
idea exploration. 

 "We take a long time to ex-
plore different ideas, whether it’s 
going to be Last of Us III, whether 
it's something new, whether 
there's some old franchise we 
want to go back to. I like to fully 
explore all of those, then look at, 
like: okay, we have all of these 
ideas in front of us. As a studio, 
what do we want to commit to? 
Because it’s a huge commitment 
– monetary, time, passion, talent, 
so you think about all the oppor-
tunity costs that come with that," 
he said. 

‘Last of Us’ creator speaks on the 
possibility of a third installment 

By  Jahlil Rush 
Daily Planet Editor

Neil Druckmann
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 “Star Wars: The War of the 
Bounty Hunters” cannot be the 
comic that it is without the gal-
axy’s greatest and feared bounty 
hunter, Boba Fett. Write Charles 
Soule (Star Wars: Darth Vader and 
Star Wars: The High Republic) is 
definitely no stranger to the Star 
Wars Universe as he has created 
another thrilling Star Wars arc. 

•         •         • 
 This article may contain poten-
tial spoilers. 

 “War of the Bounty Hunters 
Alpha” takes place immediately 
after “Star Wars: The Empire 
Strikes Back” where smuggler and 
Rebel Alliance hero Han Solo gets 
frozen in carbonite at Cloud City 
and is given to Boba Fett to deliv-
er to Jabba the Hutt. 
 Soule’s writing makes you au-
tomatically think that with Boba 
Fett, everything would go accord-
ing to plan. Solo is captured for 
not paying Jabba for his debt. 
Fett is on his way to a big pay 
day. This is just Tuesday for our 
favorite bounty hunter. 
 However, after communicating 
with Bib Fortuna about his deliv-
ery of the frozen Corellian smug-
gler, Boba notices that the car-
bonite slab is starting to decay 
and he has to take it someplace 
where he can prevent it from 
further decaying. Boba travels to 
the smuggler’s moon Nar Shaddaa 
to a doctor named Ragon who 
says he could stabilize the car-
bonite but for credits upfront.  
 Boba tries to tell Ragon that he 
could pay him double the fee but 
the “good” doctor advises Fett 
that he does not work on credit. 
The doctor makes another deal 
where if Boba could enter into a 
fighting tournament   and kill a 
warrior that murdered a prize 
fighter he betted on, he could get 
to work on stabilizing the car-
bonate. 
 Boba enters the tournament 
under the alias “Jango,” his fa-
ther’s name while having his 
trademark green and brown Man-
dalorian armor painted black. 
When Boba eventually fulfills his 
promise by killing Wyrmen Lictor, 
the fighter who killed Ragon’s 
prize fighter, at the tournament. 
 Once more, Soule wants you to 
think that things are going to plan 
for Boba. Kill the fighter and earn 
money, check.   However, Soule 
throws yet another wrench in the 
comic as Ragon is murdered by 
an unknown assailant and two 
henchmen take away Han’s car-
bonite slab. Fett returns to find 
Ragon’s body and Han Solo miss-
ing.   After being chastised by Bib 
Fortuna for not delivering Solo as 
promised, Fett has entered into 
the war of the bounty hunters.  
 Han Solo being frozen in car-
bonite was one of the profound 
moments in the Star Wars trilogy 
next to Luke learning that Darth 
Vader was his father. Originally, 
Harrison Ford (the actor who 

portrayed Han Solo in all three 
films in the original Star Wars 
trilogy and two films in the sequel 
trilogy) wanted Han Solo to die a 
hero in ”Empire Strikes Back.” 
 However, George Lucas, the 
creator of “Star Wars,” decided 

against it. I think it is brilliant 
how Soule uses Han’s carbonite 
slab as a device to spark the war 
of the bounty hunters. I felt that it 
was also brilliant that he possibly 
took a tip from Ford’s suggestion 
by using the carbonite’s unstable 

matrix as a threat to Solo’s life 
which creates a chain reaction of 
challenges for Fett to face.  
 I also loved how Soule has 
Boba pay homage to his “father” 
Jango Fett when he enters into 
the fighting tournament. It was 

even more effective when it went 
hand-in-hand with Steve McNiv-
en’s illustration and Laura Mar-
tin’s coloring of Fett’s beskar 
armor which shows the bounty 
hunter’s armor painted black to 

avoid the Kanji hutts from recog-
nizing him. 
 Boba’s armor being painted 
black,  the  memory of holding his 
father’s helmet after the latter’s 
death in “Attack of the Clones,” 
and naming himself “Jango” is a 
sign of a warrior mourning the 
death of a man who he consid-
ered his father when in reality, he 
was a clone of him.  
 Another favorite thing about 
the art is where Boba is fighting 
Wyrmen Lictor, who is a spider 
humanoid. Even for the most 
deadliest bounty hunter, the pan-
el art done by McNiven and Mar-
tin showed that she was a for-
midable opponent for Fett. You 
see Lictor using her webs to yank 
the jetpack away from Boba. You 
also see her use her   spider legs 
to attack Boba and even at one 
time, stab him through his beskar 
armor.  
 As the “War of the Bounty 
Hunters” arc kicks off, I have a 
couple burning questions. What 
is in store for Boba Fett? Which 
bounty hunters are we going to 
see Boba take on over Han Solo’s 
carbonite slab? Will we see a 
cameo from Din Djarin, aka the 
Mandalorian? I am also wonder-
ing if we will see some other Ex-
panded Universe characters 
come back. I feel that the “War of 
the Bounty Hunters” is the Disney 
Star Wars version of the popular 
“Shadows of the Empire” arc. 
 Like “War of the Bounty 
Hunters,” the “Shadows of the 
Empire” takes place between 
“Empire Strikes Back” and “Re-
turn of the Jedi” but, it is cen-
tered around Prince Xizor,  a Fall-
een (a reptilian humanoid) crime 
lord and sinister villain who 
works behind the scenes to take 
down Darth Vader while the for-
mer Anakin Skywalker is trying to 
get his son Luke to turn to the 
dark side. 
 Will this be a way to reintro-
duce Xizor and make him fully 
canon? As of this writing, I just 
found out that there is a salad 
named after Xizor in the “Star 
Wars: Galaxy’s Edge: The Official 
Black Spire Outpost Cookbook.  
And will we even see the smug-
gler Dash Rendar, Han Solo’s fel-
low Correllian and friend from the 
“Shadows of the Empire,” get 
recruited and jump into the “War 
of the Bounty Hunters?”  
 “Star Wars: War of the Bounty 
Hunters Alpha” is available at 
your local comic book shop or 
wherever comic books are sold.  

•         •         • 

 Synopsis: The STAR WARS 
COMIC EVENT YOU’VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR! The notorious 
bounty hunter Boba Fett has 
finally landed his greatest prize 
– HAN SOLO, frozen in carbonite 
for easy transport. Fett will 
bring the smuggler to TATOOINE 
to collect the massive bounty 
placed on Solo’s head by the 
fearsome lord JABBA THE 
HUTT. Sounds easy. What could 
go wrong?  
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Star Wars: War of the Bounty Hunters Alpha was written by Charles Soule, with art by Steve McNiven. Colors were done by Laura Martin with lettering by VC’s Travis Lanham. The comic 
was published by Marvel.

By Brian of Earth-16 
Daily Planet Reporter

 If "Supergirl" has taught us 
anything, it’s that sometimes 
super heroics run in the family. 
 Today, The CW shared our first 
image of Azie Tesfai as National 
City’s newest Guardian. Tesfai 
plays Kelly Olsen on the show, 
and Guardian, of course, was a 
mantle first taken up by her 
brother, James. And it turns out 
Tesfai looks every bit the hero as 
her super-minded sibling. 
 Tesfai will make her Guardian 
debut in this season’s 12th 
episode, which is entitled “Blind 
Spots” and will air on September 
21, 2021. Along with playing a 
prominent role in the episode, 
Tesfai also co-wrote it along with 
co-producer J. Holtham, and will 
be taking on themes of racial 
inequality within it. 
 The episode was directed by 
someone who will be greatly fa-
miliar to  “Arrow”  fans — David 
Ramsey, who will also make an 
appearance as John Diggle. 
 “Supergirl’s”  mid-season finale 
airs next Tuesday, May 11, before 
the series goes on hiatus for a few 
months, returning later this 
summer on Aug. 24 for what will 
be the series’ final run of 
episodes. 

Supergirl’s Azie Tesfai suits up as guardian 

Azie Tesfai as Guardian. Photo by Justina Mintz/The CW

By Daily Planet 
This article was written using a 
press release from DC Comics

http://DailyPlanetDC.com
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 It’s hard to get more comic 
accurate than the first official 
image released from The CW’s 
“Naomi." 
 The network gave us our de-
but look at actress Kaci Walfall 
as Naomi McDuffie, the adopted, 
small town high schooler at the 
heart of both the Brian Michael 
Bendis, David F. Walker and Ja-
mal Campbell comic and the CW 
adaptation, and it’s an image that 
may look familiar to comic read-
ers. 
 Fans of the series likely recog-
nize that as a homage to  the 
Campbel l - i l lustrated cover 
for “Naomi no. 1,” the bestselling 
comic that introduced Naomi to 
the world. It’s an inspired choice 
for a first image, suggesting that 
the TV series, if given the green-
light, will stay true to the heart 
of the comic. (That said, consid-
ering  “Naomi”  is only six issues 
long so far, we can expect the 
show to quickly expand to story-
lines that aren’t a part of the 
book.) 
 A l o n g w i t h 
Walfall,  “Naomi”  also stars 
A lexander Wra i th as Dee , 
Cranston Johnson as Zumbado 
and Camila Moreno as Lourdes. 
It’s executive produced by Ava 
DuVernay, Jill Blankenship, Sarah 
Bremner and Paul Garnes, and 
produced by DuVernay’s Array 
Filmworks in association with 
Warner Bros. Television. 

Our first look at The CW’s ‘Naomi’ is straight from the comics
By Daily Planet 

This article was written using a 
press release from DC Comics

Left: Kaci Walfall as Naomi. Photo courtesy of The CW. Right: Naomi as she appears in DC Comics

Heart of a hero: Matt Bomer takes on his third DC role 

 With his rugged warmth, un-
forgettable charm and All-Ameri-
can good looks, Matt Bomer was 
born to play a superhero. And he 
has. Three different times, in 
fact. Though if that had some-
how escaped your notice, no one 
could blame you. Of the three 
roles, only one has actually in-
volved his face and only part-
time at that. 
 After causing a stir in shows 
like White Collar and Chuck and 
movies like Magic Mike, Bomer 
voiced the Man of Steel in the 
2013 animated movie, “Super-
man: Unbound,” a well-regarded 
DC Universe movie that at the 
time was only the fourth DC 
Universe to be centered around 
the iconic character (there has 
since been four more). Bomer 
would return to the world of DC 
six years later in the live action 
“Doom Patrol,” the eccentric, 
imaginative take on the notori-
ously strange super-team that 
now airs on HBO Max. Bomer is 
one of two actors who embody 
Negative Man in the series, pro-
viding the character’s voice and 
face in any flashback, pre-ban-
dage scenes. Doom Patrol is 
currently shooting its much an-
ticipated third season, but 
Bomer nevertheless found time 
to take on a third DC role during 
the series’ downtime — that of 
Barry Allen in “Justice Society: 
World War II," the 1940s-set ani-
mated movie that’s out on Blu-
ray today. 
 “Justice Society: World War II” 
marks Bomer’s second role in a 
DC Universe animated movie, 
but as he’s quick to point out, it’s 
voicing a much different charac-
ter than his first go-round. Aside 
from the very obvious differ-
ences between Superman and 
the Flash, Justice Society finds 
Bomer embodying a Barry Allen 
who’s travelled back in time to 
the battlefields of the second 
World War. With the survival of 
his very existence and that of 
everyone he loves at stake, the 
Flash must help the heroes of 
that era defeat a surprising Nazi 
threat in a story that has power-
ful resonance today. Of course, 
the same could be said about 
“Doom Patrol’s” kind, misunder-
stood Larry Trainor and “Super-
man: Unbound’s” haunted-by-
the-past’s Kal-El, making Bomer 
one of the most socially relevant 
DC actors working today. 
 With his new film now in 
stores, we thought it was high 
time we sat down with Bomer for 
a chat about his various super-
hero roles, and how “Justice 
Society: World War II” fits beside 
his other two DC projects. 
 Questions are marked in bold 
and Matt Bomer’s responses 
immediately follow.  
 Between “Superman: Un-
bound,” “Doom Patrol” and 
now “Justice Society: World 
War II, “you’re really starting to 
become a DC comics regular. 
Were you always such a DC fan? 
 I was! We were definitely more 
of a DC household growing up. 
Some of my earliest childhood 
memories are of Superman, the 
Flash, Justice League — those 
characters. I think your first 
interaction and understanding of 
superheroes is obviously very 
iconic in your psyche and it was 
definitely DC for me. I did love X-
Men as well, but I came to them a 
little bit later. 

 Did you have a favorite DC 
hero? 
 I think it was probably Super-
man. I was fortunate enough that 
the Christopher Reeve movies 
were happening when I was very 
young. I think the first one came 
out before I was born, but I was 
watching those movies very 
early on. Richard Donner did 
such a great job. The movies 
were just iconic to me in so 
many ways. So, I would say it 
had to start with Superman and 
then it branched out from there. 
 It’s funny, having three sons, I 
think who you respond to as a 
superhero says so much about 
who you are. Our oldest son is a 
huge Flash fan and always has 
been. He was the Flash for multi-
ple Halloweens and now he’s a 
guy who loves racing, running 
and sports. There’s such a great 
swatch of heroes that anybody 
can find themselves in one of 
them. 
 All three of your DC roles 
have been collaborative per-
formances. Do you like shaping 
the character along with others, 
as opposed to taking the whole 
thing on yourself? Is there any 
difference in your approach? 
 I think it’s great to be able to 
do all of the above. I think it’s 
great to be able to do it all — 
though it’s never all on your 
own, it’s always a team effort — 
but it’s great to have control 
over the physical and the voice, 
it’s great to just do the voice and 
it’s great to check your ego and 
really get to collaborate on 
something like we do on Doom 
Patrol. I really do enjoy it all. 
When you’re doing these ani-
mated films, you’re so grateful to 
have folks like Wes Gleason, who 
was our voice director, and 
Butch Lukic, who’s our supervis-
ing producer, who are so good at 
helping you find the version of a 
character that serves this par-
ticular story. Finding all the 
unique rhythms, cadences, regis-
ters and nuances of the charac-
ter. 
 Because you’re not in the 
room with any other actors, 
you’re sort of just operating in a 
void with your imagination and I 
think there’s something really 
freeing and great about that. I 
learned early on, particularly 
during Superman: Unbound, I get 
very physically into it when I’m 
in the booth. I had to give up 
car ing about what people 
thought of me and if I was going 
to make a fool out of myself or 
not and just go for it. I think 
there’s a real freedom in that 
once you let yourself do it. 

 In “Justice Society: World 
War II,” you play the Flash, 
who’s a new character for you. 
What’s something you brought 
to the character that wasn’t 
there when you previously 
voiced Superman? 
 Oh, well they’re completely 
different characters. Their life 
experiences, their c ircum-
stances, their powers and their 
relationship to their powers, 
their sense of purpose and why 
they do what they do. Ultimately, 
they’re trying to achieve the 
same thing, but they’re very 
different people. 
 One of the things I loved in the 
script about this particular ver-
sion of Barry was the arc that he 
goes on over the course of the 
film. That was really interesting 
to me and actually became more 
relevant to me over the course of 
the pandemic. But also, I love his 
sense of humor and this sort of 
modern wit and sensibility that 
he brings when he’s thrust into 
this extraordinary circumstance 
where he’s dealing with folks 
who are really coming at every-
thing from a very 1940’s point of 
view. 
 You’re alluding to the fact 
that Barry Allen is time-dis-
placed in the movie. How does 
having a future Flash on the 
team help the Justice Society in 
their battle against the Nazis? 
 I think because the stakes are 
extremely high, there’s no time 
for any kind of existential crisis. 
Even though he’s this interloper, 
they both have to kind of thin 
slice each other really quickly 
and ascertain “What are the 
motives?”, “What’s going on?”, 
“Who is this person?”, and then 
just jump into it together. 
 One of the things I loved 
about Barry’s relationship with 
Jay Garrick, who’s played so well 
by Armen Taylor, is they have 
these discoveries about each 
other, their powers and how 
those powers are now affected, 
and they have to ultimately learn 
how to collaborate really quickly 
in order to help the team in ways 
that they might have been able 
to do individually at one time. I 
do also think that Barry’s able to 
bring his particular skillset and 
his modern sensibility in a way 
that helps the team, but I think 
he ultimately learns as much or 
more from them as they learn 
from him. 
 Is there something you think 
the modern-day Justice League 
can learn from this earlier team 
of heroes? 
 I think Barry learns two really 
important things from the Jus-
tice Society in this film. One, he’s 
so scattered when we first meet 
him. He’s trying to be in a hun-
dred different places at once and 
be different things to different 
people. It’s really through his 
interaction with the Justice Soci-
ety, and the sort of purity they 
bring to their relationships as 
well as their sense of duty, that 
he’s not only able to go back and 
have better, more present rela-
tionships with the people in his 
life, he also understands that 
while we all have these amazing 
gifts, it works so much better 
when we combine them than 
they will ever work individually. 
 Of the three DC characters 
you’ve played, which is the one 
you’d say you have most in 
common with?  
 I think there are different 
things I have in common with 
each one. There’s no one that’s 
the most me. There are aspects 

of Barry’s sense of humor that I 
really enjoy. There are aspects of 
Superman’s nobility that I wish I 
had, that I try to remind myself 
to strive for. And I think there are 
struggles that Larry has gone 
though, that on a different level I 
have experienced directly. Get-
ting to transcend what he per-
ceives as limitations is some-
thing that I’ve experienced in my 
own life. For every role, there are 
different parts of yourself that 
you’re using, but there’s no one 
of them that I think is the most 
me. 
 This article was taken from 
dccomics.com and was not altered 
in any way.

By Tim Beedle 
DC Comics

Matt Bomer. Photo courtesy of IMDb

Matt Bomer as Larry Trainor / Negative Man. Photo courtesy of DC Entertainment 

Matt Bomer as Superman in “Superman: Unchained.” Photo courtesy of DC Entertainment 

Matt Bomer as The Flash in “Justice Society: World War II.” Photo courtesy of DC Entertainment 

Matt Bomer as The Flash in “Justice Society: World War II.”

https://www.dccomics.com/comics/naomi-2019/naomi-1
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https://www.dccomics.com/comics/naomi-2019/naomi-1
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 B.1.617, first found in India, is 
a COVID-19 variant of concern 
because of its transmissibility, 
says WHO's chief scientist. 
 The COVID-19 variant B.1.617, 
first found in Maharashtra, India, 
has been named a variant of 
concern by the World Health 
Organizat ion . But Soumya 
Swaminathan, the WHO’s chief 
scientist, said its classification is 
based on it being more transmis-
sible. 
 After some reports suggested 
otherwise, she also clarified 
“there is no data on its impact on 

diagnostics, therapeutics or 
vaccine effectiveness yet.” 
 The variant became 
the fourth so classified 
by the WHO. The 
U.N. agency has also 
given the same des-
i g n a t i o n t o t h e 
B.1.1.7 variant first 
i d e n t i fi e d i n 
Southeast Eng-
land, the B.1.35 
variant found 
in South Africa; 
and the P.1 vari-
ant discovered by 
re s e a rc h e r s i n 
Brazil. 
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Gal Gadot as Wonder Woman. Photo courtesy of DC Entertainment 

THE PLANET
Memorials | Nature | Health | Technology | Voices

Superman and Lois’ pursuit and 
protection of truth 

————— 
Continued on page 8

Annette O’Toole talks acting, 
Superman and ‘Smallville’ 

————— 
Continued on page 8

Gal Gadot confirms Joss Whedon threatened 
her on ‘Justice League’ set 

 In an exclusive interview with 
Israeli Channel 12 News, Wonder 
Woman icon Gal Gadot opened 
up about her experiences on the 
set of “Justice League” reshoots 
in 2017. After a family tragedy 
Zack and Deborah Snyder 

stepped down from post produc-
tion responsibilities, leaving the 
super team movie in the hands of 
Joss Whedon, who was brought 
on to Warner Media to keep the 
film “light.” 
 According to recent reports 
and accusations by Ray Fisher, 
among others, Joss exhibited 
abusive and harmful behavior. 

 Fisher also stated that former 
Warner Bros. co-president of 
production Jon Berg, and former 
DC Entertainment president and 
chief creative officer Geoff Johns 
both “enabled” Whedon. 
 Gal Gadot has now spoken 
about her own experience with 
the director, which she has pre-
viously mentioned. 

 “He threatened my career and 
told me that if I did something, 
he’ll make sure my career will be 
miserable and I just took care of 
it on the spot,” Gadot said. 
 According to Gal, Whedon 
threatened Gadot’s career after 
she asked the director to make 
changes to her character. Gadot 
also spoke about her family and 

how she’s been dealing with the 
pandemic. 
 “I experienced what everyone 
else experienced,” Gadot stated. 
“Between being the cook, the 
launderer, the ironman, the 
teacher and the maid of my chil-
dren and trying to jungle it with 
work and the fear of what it is, 
until when and how it will be. 
And I want that too.” 

 In the same interview with 
Israeli Channel 12 News, Gadot 
also discussed a previous family 
tragedy. According to Gal, In 2008 
a policeman killed his wife and 
two kids, a newborn babygirl and 
a three year old boy, and then 
committed suicide. The mur-
dered wife was Gal’s family rela-
tive, Hila Bachar.

By Zack Benz 
Daily Planet Editor-in-chief 

 A two-year-old did not die after 
receiving the Pfizer vaccine dur-
ing clinical trials, according to 
CDC and fact-checkers. 
 A report circulated in recent 
weeks suggesting that a two-year-
old girl died in Virginia after re-
ceiving the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cine during February clinical 
trials is “completely made up,” 
according to a statement to USA 
Today from the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
 A CDC official told USA Today 
that the original report of the 
two-year-old’s death had been 
removed from the Vaccine Ad-
verse Events Reporting System 
(VAERS). 
 The federally run VAERS data-
base allows anyone to submit 
reports of vaccine side effects, 
and may be “incomplete, inaccu-
r a t e , c o i n c i d e n t a l o r 
unverifiable,” according to fact-
checkers. 
 Vaccine manufacturer Pfizer 
did not begin clinical trials on 
children under the age of 11 until 
March, according to The Dis-
patch. 
 The claim that a two-year-old 
girl died after receiving the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine is FALSE, based 
on our research. The CDC said 
the report was removed from the 

VAERS database for being ‘com-
pletely made up.’ VAERS allows 
anyone to submit an unverified 
report, and the data can contain 
inaccurate information. 
 Clinical trials of the Pfizer 
vaccine in that age group had not 
started at the time the report 
claimed the vaccine was adminis-
tered to the child. 

 While it is a crime to make 
false reports to VAERS, there is 
nothing in that system that pre-
vents people from doing so. 
Records in VAERS explicitly do 
not make any determination of 
causality to vaccination, and the 
system does not prevent people 
from submitting anecdotal, sec-
ondhand reports. 

A two-year-old did not die after receiving 
the Pfizer vaccine during clinical trials 

Photo by Nataliya Vaitkevich on Pexels.com 

By Lois Lane 
Daily Planet Reporter

B.1.617 is a COVID-19 variant of concern 
because of its transmissibility 

USDA approves Minnesota’s  
revised hemp plan 

 Over 450 have applied for a 
state license for 2021. The U.S. 
Depar tment of Agr icul ture 
(USDA) has approved the state of 
Minnesota’s revised hemp pro-
duction plan. The plan governs 
the production and regulation of 
hemp in Minnesota and needed 
federal approval as part of 
USDA’s U.S. Domestic Hemp Pro-
duction Program.  
 “We thank USDA for their work 
on this new federal hemp pro-
gram, and we are grateful they 
have approved Minnesota’s re-
vised plan,” said Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture (MDA) 
Assistant Commissioner Whitney 
Place. “This is a major step for-
ward, and we’re pleased that 
modifications have been made at 
the federal level that can ensure 
Minnesota’s hemp growers and 
processors are successful in this 
fledging industry.” 
 This will be the first year Min-
nesota’s program will be operat-
ing under a new, federally ap-
proved state plan that governs 
production and regulation. When 
the 2018 Federal Farm Bill legal-
ized hemp as an agricultural 
commodity, it also required 

states and tribal nations to sub-
mit plans to the USDA if govern-
ments wanted to oversee their 
own commercial program. In July 
2020, USDA approved the state’s 
original plan. USDA then made 
modifications to their rule which 
required Minnesota to submit a 
revised plan for approval. 
 Some changes in the revised 
plan include: 
• A hemp crop must be tested no 

more than 30 days before har-
vest to ensure the plants fall 
below the 0.3 percent total 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
level. This is an increase from 
the previous 15-day testing 
window. 

• Random sampling of fields will 
now be based on risk factors of 
the crop, allowing for more 
inspection flexibility. 

• Remediation is allowed if hemp 
plants exceed the 0.3 percent 
total THC threshold but test 
under 1 percent total THC. 

• A grower cannot be assessed 
more than one negligent viola-
tion in a year. The previous 
plan allowed an unlimited 
number of assessed violations. 
The penalty for violations is 
unchanged. Those with three 
negligent violations in five 
years will be ineligible for a 
license for five years. 
 

 Prior to 2021, Minnesota had 
been operating under a pilot 
program. 

 A license from the MDA is 
required for individuals and 
businesses to grow, process, 
research, or breed hemp in the 
state. The MDA received 454 
applications for 2021 licenses. 
Applications were due April 30. 
 Anyone growing on tribal 
lands within a reservation’s 
boundaries or other lands under 
tribal jurisdiction (e.g., trust 
lands off-reservation) must ob-
tain a license from the tribe or 
the USDA if the tribe does not 
have an approved hemp produc-
tion plan. Questions about the 
MDA’s Industrial Hemp Program 
s h o u l d b e s e n t 
to hemp.mda@state.mn.us or 651-
201-6600. 

Background 
————— 

 Industrial hemp and marijuana 
are both types of the same 
plant,  Cannabis sativa. They dif-
fer by the concentration level of 
the psychoactive compound 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
within the plant. Hemp has less 
than 0.3 percent THC, and levels 
above that are considered mari-
juana. 
  

By Daily Planet 
This article was written using a 
press release from DC Comics

By Daily Planet 
This article was written using a 
press release from DC Comics

https://www.mako.co.il/news-entertainment/2021_q2/Article-3ca10fd2c3d4971026.htm?sCh=31750a2610f26110&pId=173113802
http://DailyPlanetDC.com
mailto:hemp.mda@state.mn.us
https://www.pexels.com/photo/covid-19-vaccine-in-vials-and-injection-5863389/
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Superman and Lois 
continued from page 1 

 of freedom and free speech. 
He’s familiar with the importance 
of information and historic 
archivals.  
 Growing up watching shows 
like “Justice League Unlimited” 
and “Smallville,” I was quickly 
well acquainted with the Daily 
Planet and its iconic presence. 
The paper always exposed evil in 
the world and Superman always 
ensured the paper was safe. 
 Though the Planet’s head-
quarters have constantly faced 
attacks in its past, Superman’s 
heroic presence overshadowed 
the danger that came its way. 
 It’s an interesting allegory to 
Superman’s personal code: 
standing up for the weak and 
oppressed by exposing those 
who take advantage and safe-
guard of truth and justice. He 
knows he’s blessed, and cursed, 
with extraordinary gifts and uses 
them to make the world a better 
place. 
 That’s what extraordinary 
journalists do as well. Journalists 
that are passionate about their 
work insert themselves into the 
midst of danger and ask public 
figures the hard questions. They 
do this to ensure that everyone 
is aware of the honest to good-
ness truth. 
 The world of Journalism is 
such an admirable career, a pro-
fession that I am still striving to 
achieve. Reporting covers a wide 
range of topics. Journalists 
record history by collecting in-
formation on recent events, be it 
news, entertainment, human 
interest, etc.  
 In recent history, the profes-
sion of journalism has faced 
major extradition at the hands of 
high powered public figures. In 
the comics, a major trope for 
villains to accomplish is the 
undermining of the Daily Planet.  
 This is a move presently wit-
nessed in “Superman and Lois” 
where the Metropolis newspaper 
is under major scrutiny at the 
hands of Morgan Edge. You see, a 
true villain understands that 
laying mistrust in a previously 
established and well trusted 
news organization leaves the 
public vulnerable. 
 I’ve always respected the ex-
treme dubiance of Lex Luthor, 
Ms. Marisol Leone and Morgan 
Edge when they purchased the 

paper and censored it. I’ve ap-
preciated the heroes even more 
when they obtained the Daily 
Planet back from their villainous 
clutches.  
 That perseverance, even in 
the face of total destruction and 
loss of previous prestige, is so… 
commendable. The Daily Planet 
has constantly held the truth up 
to the light, even when it meant 
combating its own. The truth is 
of the utmost importance at the 
paper and that’s reflected solely 
through the individuals that 
bring the ink-stained facts to the 
universe.  
 This core value has always 
stood omnipresent at the Planet. 
Before Superman broke the Me-
tropolis sky, the paper had been 
exposing corruption while simul-
taneously speaking truth to 
power.  
 Their philosophies of truth 
weren’t always perceived justly 
by the so called City of Tomor-
row and their circulation and 
advertising revenue suffered as a 
result. Though their pursuit of 
truth and justice wasn’t always 
popular to the Metropolitans in 
denial of their city’s corruption 

(after all, bad things only hap-
pened in Gotham. *eye roll*), the 
Planet persevered and landed 
the scoop of a millennium by 
earning the admiration of Big 
Blue.  
 Holding onto the core values 
similar to his own, Superman 
came to Metropolis because of 
the Daily Planet. He gravitated to 
the paper due to its commitment 
of honesty. Once landing in the 
bullpen, he fell in love with the 
people that kept the paper 
going.  
 In most incarnations, this is 
where Clark Kent meets and falls 
for the intrepid Lois Lane. A 
tenacious reporter with a nose 
for hard news. In the early days 
of the Superman mythos, before 
the 50s and 60s era of sexist 
comics, Lois Lane was an inspi-
ration to people. 
 Lois Lane has been an om-
nipresent force of journalistic 
integrity and human equity since 
the very beginning. Starting out 
as a “lovelorn” columnist for the 
Daily Star in 1938, Lois often 
rubbed elbows with misogynistic 
filled male counterparts, always 
scooping them on major stories.  

 Later on in the Superman 
mythos, Lois Lane became syn-
onymous with the Daily Planet. 
Much of the Planet’s reputable 
recognition is due to Lois’s sto-
ries and exposes. The Planet 
would not exist without her. Lois 

has constantly strived for equali-
ty, fighting for the truth while 
always demanding justice. Now 
recognized as the Daily Planet’s 
top Pulitzer Prize winning inves-
tigative journalist, Lois is an 

indelible superhero in her own 
right. 
 This is why the Daily Planet is 
so inspiring. To both myself, 
hundreds of other journalists 
and the world’s greatest super-
hero. In a way, Lois Lane upholds 
everything the Daily Planet rep-
resents. A newspaper is only as 
good as its journalists, and there 
is no one better than the Re-
porter of Steel, Lois Lane. 
 Lois Lane, Clark Kent, Perry 
White, Cat Grant, Ron Troupe, 
Jimmy Olsen, Franklin Stern, 
Steve Lombard, etc. Totally dif-
ferent characters that all pursue 
one thing – Justice through truth. 
 “In the times of fear and con-
fusion, the job of informing the 
public is the responsibility of 
the Daily Planet. A great met-
ropolitan newspaper whose 
reputation for clarity and truth 
had become a symbol of hope 
for the city of Metropolis,” Su-
perman: The Movie (1978). 
 So, when the Daily Planet 
faces an attack at the hands of a 
supervillain once again, Super-
man will be there to save the 
day. Because he understands the 
importance of free press. He 
knows the value of freedom of 
information. He accepts the grav-
ity of truth, justice and the Amer-
ican way.   
 We need resolute journalists 
now more than ever. After all, in 
a world without a Superman, 
why not aim to be Lois Lane and 
Clark Kent?

Bitsie Tulloch as Lois Lane and Adam Rayner as Morgan Edge in “Superman and Lois.” Photo by Dean Buscher/The CW 

Morgan Edge cornered by his employees in the pre-Crisis universe. Photo courtesy of DC Comics 

Smallville  
continued from page 1 

down the road still, which I have. 
Looking back I think it was the 
right decision to make."  
 Despite being so pragmatic 
about her decision to act, O'-
Toole never foresaw having the 
level of success she's attained.  
 "I just knew I loved dancing 
and I really loved acting,” the 
actress said. “I fell in love with 
acting like falling in love with a 
person and it has only gotten 
deeper! All I wanted to do was 
just work.”  
 O'Toole stated that she want-
ed to work with “wonderful peo-
ple” and had, but she’s also 
worked with the opposite.  
 “I've worked with some not-so-
wonderful people on projects 
that weren't as good as I'd hoped 
but I just continued to work and 
meet more people and just con-
tinued to get better,” she stated. 
“My husband [Michael McKean] 
and I were talking about how 
lucky we are to get to do this and 
this past year was such a hard 
year for everybody and we 
couldn't do what we do. All I've 
wanted to do was what I loved 
and I'm doing it so I'm very, very 
happy about that."  
 In 1975, O'Toole went to audi-
tion for a film named Smile. She 
walked away with the part after 
imitating a dead cockroach for 
the casting Director.  
 "I had done a lot of TV but 
never done a movie before so I 
really wanted to get this movie,” 
she said. “Usually when you 
audition, you see the same peo-
ple and get to know the other 
actors who come to these audi-
tions but in this one I didn't 
know anyone. I was watching all 
these girls go in and out the of-
fice auditioning and I thought I've 
got to do something to stand 
out.”  
 So under special talents on 
the form O'Toole wrote that she 
did impressions.  
 “I put I did a dead cockroach, 
Groucho Marx and a goldfish in a 
bowl which is all silly stuff I 
would do at home,” she said. “I 
walked into the office and the 
casting Director asks me right 
away to show him my impression 
of a dead cockroach so I did it! I 
threw myself on the floor and I 
made my hands and feet all 
crooked, stuck my tongue out 
and that was it.” 
 According to Annette, her 
dead cockroach impression fell 
flat, but still proved beneficial.  
 “It wasn't that my dead cock-
roach impression was that great, 
it was that I was that desperate 
and she said [Director] Michael 
Ritchie was going to love me so I 
knew I was getting a callback,” 
she said. “So I went to see 
Michael Ritchie the next week 
and he says ‘Oh! You're the girl 
who does dead cockroaches!’ He 
didn't even have to ask me to do 

it! I threw myself backwards onto 
the couch and did the impres-
sion. He had me read for all 
these parts but ultimately cast 
me in the role he had already 
that I'd fit in well at and that was 
as a desperate contestant so I 
made a good impression with my 
desperation."  
 Then in 1983 O'Toole got the 
role of Lana Lang in the Christo-
pher Reeve led “Superman III” 
movie.  
 "I had been working with Chris 
and he was so sweet to me!” she 
said. “He was just so welcoming 
as was Margot Kidder! She was 
fantastic! I had been working 
with Chris as Clark Kent and not 
Superman yet and we were going 
to do the first scene with my 
character meeting him as Su-
perman. I hadn't seen him 
dressed up in real life yet. It was 
kind of dark on the sound stage 
and I walked by this figure and it 
said hello to me. I turned around 
and looked up and I had always 
loved Superman. I was a comic 
book nerd as a kid and I used to 
collect Superman comics and 
trade them at school but when I 
saw him, I'm not kidding, my 
heart just started going. I 
couldn't speak and it was like I 
was really in the presence of 
Superman so there wasn't much 
acting for me to do when he was 
playing Superman. I'd just look at 
him and be in awe.” 
 In 2001, O'Toole was cast as 
Martha Kent in the WB/CW se-
ries, “Smallville.” “Smallville” 
follows the life of a young Clark 
Kent before he becomes Super-
man.  

 After making the pilot episode 
with actor Cynthia Ettinger cast 
as Martha Kent, the producers 
and Ettinger mutually agreed the 
fit wasn't right so they set out to 
get O'Toole.  
 "They had done the pilot and I 
was available,” she stated. “I got 
a call from my agent saying they 
wanted to talk with me about 
‘Smallville’ and I thought that it 
sounded like something I'd al-
ready done and I'd already been 
in the Superman world so I didn't 
know if that was something I 
wanted to repeat.”  
 According to O’Toole, “Small-
ville” producers asked her to 
look at the script and watch the 
previously filmed pilot.  
 “I had an opportunity that you 
rarely have in acting, which is to 
see a completed show and I 
watched it and knew I was sunk,” 
she said. “I loved it. When they 
told me the part was for Martha 
Kent, I said but Martha Kent is an 
old lady and they said this was a 
reimagining and the Kent's would 
be in their 40's raising a teenage 
Clark Kent. So I thought that was 
interesting and just loved it! I 
loved watching Tom [Welling] 
and Schneidy [John Schneider] 
and their portrayals of their 
characters so I went in and 
spoke to AL Gough and Miles 
Miller who produced it and loved 
them because they were great 
and I said yes.” 
 Despite loving her role on the 
series, it still came with its chal-
lenges.  
 "The only downside was hav-
ing to travel back and forth to 
Vancouver for filming while my 
kids were middle school age and 

high school age,” she explained. 
“That was difficult but as John 
Glover [Lionel Luthor on the 
series] says, it's the golden 
handcuffs. We went back and 
reshot the scenes with me in it 
and some other stuff because 
they had a feeling this series was 
going to be a big deal.” 
 O'Toole connected with the 
f a c t h e r c h a r a c t e r o n 
“Smallville,” like her, was also a 
Mother raising a teenage child 
and Martha was also as devoted 
to her family as O'Toole is to 
hers in real life.  
 "As time went on for the se-
ries, it was a little frustrating that 
there wasn't   more for Martha to 
do,” she stated. “I was kind of 
just doing the same scenes over 
and over again. But that was 
okay because I was very happy 
to have the job and for the noto-
riety, I mean people had started 
to know me who had never heard 
of me before despite my past 
roles so that was nice. I loved 
working with John and Tom 
both. We all really loved our 
scenes together and it was al-
ways fun.” 
 During season five of Small-
ville, John Schneider's character, 
Jonathan Kent, is killed off by 
way of a heart attack. This deci-
sion wasn't popular with many 
fans of the series.  
 "It was really sad not to have 
him [Schneider] there,” Annette 
stated. “I really questioned the 
idea but they got rid of him. I 
don't know why they did. You 
know decisions are made that 
have nothing to do with the ac-
tors and actresses and they have 
to keep going to work and do the 

same thing. Maybe I had a little 
more for my character to do 
afterward, which was nice, but it 
was sad to not have John there.” 
 Like any series that runs as 
long as “Smallville,” friendships 
were formed.  
 "I just loved my scenes with 
John Glover, like the story arc 
where Lionel goes blind and I'm 
working for him,” she said. “Then 
I really enjoyed The episode 
where the girl takes over my 
body [Spirit season 4, episode 
18] and I have to dance to an 
Ashlee Simpson song. It was fun 
getting to break out of the 
Martha Kent role and do some-
thing different. 
 During season 3 of “Smallville” 
Christopher Reeve was cast as 
Dr. Virgil Swann but O'Toole 
didn't get the chance to reunite 
with her former “Superman III” 
costar.   

 "The show flew Tom to where 
Chris was to do the scenes,” she 
stated. “I was so disappointed. I 
thought what a missed opportu-
nity. I don't know how they 
would have made it work but to 
have the chance to have the ex-
Lana Lang and ex-Clark Kent / 
Superman together again, you 
just have to take it.” 
 After fulfilling her six year 
contract to “Smallville,” O'Toole 
departed as a series regular.  
 "I signed for six years and did 
that and that was enough,” she 
said. “The travel [back and forth] 
had taken its toll.” 
 Currently, O'Toole stars as 
Mayor Hope McCrae in the Net-
flix series “Virgin River.”  
 McCrae, the sassy, meddling 
Mayor of Virgin River, hires 
Melinda Monroe (Alexandra 
Breckenridge) to assist the town 
doctor, Vernon Mullins (Tim 
Matheson).  
 "Playing Hope McCrae is really 
fun,” Annette stated. “Even 
though she's older, she's a char-
acter that doesn't have any an-
swers at all. She's a little selfish 
and self centered but she's also 
very loving in her heart and I 
think that comes out more in the 
second season. We shoot in Van-
couver and I stay in the same 
place I stayed when I was in 
Smallville. They have given me 
so much leeway to kind of shape 
the character. My character isn't 
really in the books so unlike the 
other characters, we got to put 
our heads together to figure 
things out with Hope.”  
 Season 2 of the series ended 
on some cliff hangers and all 
O'Toole could really reveal was 
that if you enjoyed the first 2 
seasons then you will love the 
upcoming season 3! 
 O'Toole also works with her 
Husband Michael McKean.They 
are Oscar nominated song writ-
ers for their song “A Kiss At The 
End Of The Rainbow.” The song 
was featured in the film A Mighty 
Wind.  
 With so much talent, it's little 
wonder how Annette O'Toole has 
been so successful. In the end, 
she's just doing what she loves 
to do. 

Photos courtesy of Annette O’Toole

John Schneider, Annette O’Toole and Tom Welling as Johnathan, Martha and Clark Kent 
in “Smallville.” Photo by Warner Media
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Holding on to ‘Smallville’ a decade 
after it’s finale 
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‘The Bad Batch’ 1×02: Old friends and beyond 

‘Pokemon Master Journeys: 
The Series’ releases Summer 

 The journey continues. 
The Pokemon Company released 
an announcement on Thursday 
that a new season of Pokemon 
will air in the Summer of 2021. 
 The upcoming season, titled 
“Pokemon Master Journeys: The 
Series,” will continue to focus Ash 
and his Pokemon World Team as 
they continue to advanced 
through the Pokemon World 
Coronation Series, while new 
protagonist “Goh” continues to 
work on his goal to capture every 
kind of Pokemon in the world. 
 “Pokemon Journeys: The Se-
ries” began airing on TV Tokyo 
and its affiliates in Japan on Nov. 
17 2019, two days after “Pokemon 
Sword and Pokemon Shield” 
shipped worldwide.  
 The anime’s English Dub ver-
s ion a i red i ts firs t twelve 
episodes in the United States on 
Netflix in June 2020. To note, fur-
ther episodes of Pokemon Jour-
neys would go onto air periodi-
cally through various quarters of 
the year following its debut.  
 In February 2020, Netflix con-
firmed the last twelve episodes of 
Season 23. Which aired on March 
5, 2020, would be Pokemon Jour-
neys final episodes. The Series 
was hit with a delay back in early 
spring April 2020 due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, but would 
later resume airing new episodes 
in the summer of June 2020.  
 Pokemon’s limited anime se-
ries “Pokemon: Twilight Wings” 
also experienced similar delays 
with its fifth episode being 
shelved from May to June 2020 
due to COVID-19. 
 The plot synopsis reads,”It’s a 
big, big world, but you know 
where to find Ash and Goh—bat-
tling and catching Pokémon from 
Kanto to Galar! With Pikachu, 
Cinderace, and their other Poké-
mon beside them, our heroes 
continue to travel all over the 

world to research Pokémon for 
Cerise Laboratory. 
 Along the way, Ash climbs 
higher in the World Coronation 
Series rankings, and Goh adds 
more Pokémon to his Pokédex in 
his quest to catch Mew. Mean-
while, Chloe takes her first steps 
as a Pokémon Trainer when she 
meets a mysterious Eevee. New 
friends, returning rivals, and ex-
citing adventures await—as the 
journey continues!”  
 As of now, “Pokemon Master 
Journeys” is slated for release 
during summer 2021. 

 “Cut and Run,” the second 
episode of the “Star Wars: The 
Bad Batch” reveals that J-19 is the 
planet Saleucami and the guy that 
the Batch knew is none other 
than fellow Clone trooper, Cut 
Lawquane. 

 Possible spoilers ahead 
 Lawquane was a clone trooper 
who deserted the Clone Army 
and wanted to make a life for 
himself. The clone became a 
farmer,married a Twi’lek named 
Suu and adopted two twi’lek chil-
dren. The episode is centered 
around the Bad Batch’s mission 
to help get their fellow clone 
brother and his family off the 
planet Saleucami which is now 
under the authority of the Ga-
lactic Empire. However, the totali-
tarian Empire is preventing peo-
ple from getting off-planet by 
impounding ships and people 
unless they have a chain code.   
 Cut Lawquane is a clone who 
was programmed to be a soldier 
but he became a free thinker who 
left a life of servitude to the Ga-
lactic Republic and the Jedi Or-
der. In a sense, he dodged the 
proverbial bullet (or, in Star Wars 
terms, the proverbial blaster 
bolt) when deserting. Had he not 
deserted, he would have been 
under the control of Emperor 
Palpatine when the words “exe-
cute Order 66” were muttered. 
 Lawquane made his debut in 
the Clone Wars Season Two 
episode “The Deserter” Where he 
and his family meet an injured 
Captain Rex. In that episode, Rex 
is dumbfounded at the revelation 
that Cut, a clone trooper like 
himself, had decided to leave a 
life that he was originally bred 
and programmed for. 
 Cut reveals to Rex that the 
reason why he deserted the army 
was because he witnessed the 
Seperatist Droid Army killing his 
fellow troopers who were wound-
ed after an ambush. He made the 
decision to run which still haunt-
ed him but he told Rex that he 
would fight to his last breath to 
protect his new family. After help-
ing Lawquane fight off a group of 
battle droids that attack the 
Lawquane Farmstead, Rex decid-
ed to not report the idealistic 
clone to the Clone Army and 
turned a blind eye.  
 I f e e l t h a t F e l o n i u s e d 
Lawquane as a device to propel 
Rex’s into becoming more of the 
open-minded clone that fans 
know him to be and also being 
more receptive to Clone Trooper 
CT-5555’s (Fives) discovery of the 
inhibitor chips controlling the 
clones. In fact, Cut reveals that 
Captain Rex stopped by at his 

farm to tell him about the in-
hibitor chips and Order 66. This 
scene made me wonder i f 
Lawquane somehow got his chip 
removed or perhaps, if it was 
defected by the time he and his 
men were ambushed.  
 Like in “The Deserter,” Feloni 
once again uses Lawquane as a 
device to make a fellow clone, 
Hunter,   learn that there is more 
to life than being a soldier. 
Hunter, being a defective clone 
himself, is still programmed to be 
a soldier. During the beginning of 
the episode, Echo asks Hunter 
what the Batch is going to do 
with Omega now that she is with 
them. When meeting reuniting 
with Cut, Hunter is advised that 
when it comes to taking care of 
Omega, the clone is going to have 
a lot on his hands. 
 Proof of this shows when 
Hunter harshly reprimands 
Omega for almost getting killed 
after almost getting eaten by a 
Nexu (the same creature that 
Padme Amidala fought in “Star 
Wars: Episode II-The Attack of the 
Clones”). Knowing that Omega is 
only a child, Cut comforts the 
young clone and tells Hunter that 
she is not a soldier.  
 Throughout the episode, we 
see that although she is a clone 
and someone born into unusual 
circumstances, Omega is a very 
curious child. The scene where 
she plays around in dirt and with 
Cut’s children symbolize her 
amazement and something so 
mundane as opposed to the sani-
tary life she lived on the rainy 
planet of Kamino. Omega is also 
not afraid to go on dangerous 
missions as we see when the 
Batch’s ship is getting impounded 
by the Imperial authorities as 
part of Tech’s plan to get chain 
codes for Lawquane and his fami-
ly to escape. When it comes to 
the enigma that is Omeg, , 
Lawquane mentions that like all 
the other clones, the Kaminoans 
had to make Omega   for a pur-
pose.  
 Speaking of that purpose, You-
Tuber Star Wars Theory made a 
video about the scene where 
Omega is aboard the Bad Batch’s 
ship and looking down at her 
pendant while crying. Star Wars 
Theory mentions she was proba-
bly thinking about Nala Se, the 
Kaminoan who is probably the 
closest thing she has to a mother. 
Theory postulates that the rea-
son why Omega mentioned to 
Echo that she hated being con-
nected to machines in the last 
episode was that she was being 
extensively tested on. 
 Those tests could mean that 
Omega is a Force-sensitive clone. 
Theory also postulates that due 
to the mother-daughter relation-
ship that Omega has with Nala, 
this might prompt her to travel 

back to Kamino to rescue her. 
Another theory that Star Wars 
Theory mentions is that Omega 
and the Bad Batch could go back 
to Kamino and find a reverse 
code to Order 66 to start a rebel-
lion against the Galactic Empire 
which, through Grand Moff 
Tarkin, threatens to get rid of 
them in favor of recruiting people 
from various planets throughout 
the galaxy.  
 Hunter believes that he and 
the Bad Batch cannot be the fami-
ly Omega needs to be with. He 
sees that Omega would have a 
better life with Cut and Suu’s 
family. In the scene where Omega 
follows the Lawquanes to the 
transport ship, we can see that 
she is clearly saddened by the 
revelation that Hunter wants her 
to live a normal life. But we know 
that Omega sees that Bad Batch 
as her family. 
 Despite playing with Cut and 
Suu’s children, Omega has more 
of a bond with her fellow defec-
tive clones, especially Hunter 
who she clearly sees as an older 
brother, or perhaps a father. 
While the Batch is fighting the 
clones, Omega reunites with 
Hunter and the Lawquanes safely 
escape Saleucami despite a clone 
nearly recognizing Cut.  
 The episode ends with both 
Omega and Hunter acknowledg-
ing that they both have a lot to 
learn. Hunter also tells Omega 
that her place is with him and the 
Bad Batch. I felt that Feloni added 
the dynamic between Hunter and 
Omega to remind us that the 
current situation is new to both 
of them and the rest of the Batch. 
This is a group of soldiers adjust-
ing to not only becoming a group 
of mercenaries or rogue soldiers; 
the Bad Batch is a family of mis-
fits and outcasts. Omega was 
added to remind the Bad Batch of 
the close bond they have togeth-
er as not only soldiers but as 
brothers.  
 Overall, it was great to see the 
independent-thinking clone Cut 
Lawquane. Cut is one of my fa-
vorite supporting characters in 
the Clone Wars due to him being 
a free thinker and one of the few 
clones to see life outside the 
Grand Army of the Republic 
which will later become the Im-
perial Army. I hope to see more of 
him in future episodes.  
 And speaking of the next 
episode, where will the Bad Batch 
end up next? Will they bump into 
Captain Rex and possibly find 
other clones like Gregor and 
Wolfe (seen on Star Wars: Rebels 
with Rex)? Will we also see what 
Crosshair and Tarkin are up to 
when they go after the Omega 
and the Bad Batch?  
 “Star Wars :The Bad Batch” can 
be watched on Disney+

Splash into adventure with Pokémon Master Journeys! Ash and Pikachu’s journey through 
the Pokémon world continues with a new season of #PokemonTheSeries starting later 
this summer! Tune in to find out what adventures await our heroes this season! 

By Jahlil Rush 
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By Brian of Earth-16 
Daily Planet Reporter

 Will you enter the village? 
 After playing “Resident Evil 
Village,” I found myself asking if 
anything was cut or did the story 
satisfy what I wanted from a once 
known franchise for Zombies and 
evil corporations. 
 On the one hand, I was con-
fused because Capcom made me 
sympathize and relate with the 
characters. To note is a major key 
element of what made the series 
stand out and flourish for 25 
years.  
 For example, I loved how the 
game felt like another chapter in 
Ethan Winter’s, the main charac-
ter of the game, journey. It felt 
rewarding to see Ethan settle 
down and experience the family 
life he dreamt of after everything 
transpired in the house of misery 
from “Resident Evil 7: Biohazard,” 
the last game Winters starred in. 
But then again, nothing ever stays 
quiet and cozy in this franchise. 
 However, I raise the question 
by asking is this Ethan’s narrative 
or is it ours because to note the 
gameplay occurs in the first per-
son. This means the player then 
becomes the protagonist and 
witnesses and experiences every-
thing unfolding on screen.  
 Of course, the thing about the 
first person is that even though 
we are the character, we still feel 
and hear the protagonist express 
their thoughts and comment on 
what’s occurring, but the player 
does the same. So in simpler 
terms, it’s like both the player 
and character are the same.  
 Though, to an extent, we are 
left to our thoughts because this 
series is known for being highly 
scripted, but then again, all 
games are lately. Now, if being 
honest, I feel the transition to 
first-person for a franchise once 
revered for third is a great motive 
to pull in a fresh new audience 
and retain the ravenous fan base.  
 To note, Village is a dark and 
sprawling semi-open world sand-
box that throws a few surprises 
for the casual and die-hard fan 
while staying original with the 
execution of the product. 
 I felt this was an intelligent 
decision by Capcom to showcase 
a sense of respect and creative 
freedom by pulling on other titles 
in the franchise and revealing 
what made those a success at the 
time of launch. It was clear to 
notice that gameplay felt reflec-
tive of Resident Evil 4; RE: Revela-
tions 2 and RE 7: Biohazard.  
 Of course, one thing to men-
tion is the village is a character in 
itself. You meet all the characters 
who reside there, but Capcom 
brings them to life and makes 
them feel human. Each NPC (non-
playable character) has motiva-
tion and driving factors that ele-
vate them to being organic and 
realistic. 

 The mystery of being locked in 
an old, outdated environment 
where the locals are subjected to 
believe in a cult-like Mariah is just 
terrifying to muster. Only to em-
bark on a journey looking for 
your child, which invokes a sense 
of thriller and a justified motive. 
You see the weather evolve with 
you and get chills seeing the peel-
ing wallpaper showing decay or 
hearing the creaky wooden win-
dows in the distance immediately 
causing to send shivers down 
your spine.   
 The studio made it clear that 
this was a direct sequel to Resi-
dent Evil 7: Biohazard. To those 
who don’t know Biohazard was 
the journey of Ethan Winters 
traveling to Dulvey, Louisiana to 
save his wife Mia who has miss-
ing for 3 years from the mysteri-
ous and psychotic Baker family, 
but not everything is what it 
seems.  
 To note, respecting the past 
and functional elements from 
other games conveys to the play-
er that Capcom truly cares about 
the well-being of this fabled fran-
chise, especially as it looks for-
ward to the future. The creative 
decision by the studio was a bold 
choice, but it paid off because it 
left enough amble room to feel 
fresh and similar to other titles in 
the historic franchise.  
 I noticed the story didn’t 
crumble from the weight of nos-
talgia in Chris Redfield or the 
ominous callbacks to earlier in-
stallments in the series. To note, 
hard-core fans of the franchise 
will remember that he was a 
household name since the fran-
chise’s inception 25 years ago. 
 Those who don’t know Resi-
dent Evil first appeared on the 
golden days of the Playstation 
One and debuted with the reme-
dial tank controls, which are 
thankfully a relic of the past.  
 One thing about Village that 
deserves praise is the story and 
how it fits into the larger world. I 
was honestly impressed with the 
subtle references and where the 
timeline truly lines up. To note, 
Chris’s inclusion in the spotlight 
as a villain was genius, which 
made me respect how he was 
portrayed in this title from past 
appearances.  
 Now let me be clear I did enjoy 
the 9-10 hour thriller narrative 
with an accent for the horror 
genre. Of course, to note, a few 
portions of the game were scarier 
than others, but some things 
could have been fixed up and 
improved. In addition to the mi-
nor but noticeable flaws that I 
experienced through the play-
through, The story was tight-knit 
and a little predictable, but if 
being honest, it felt human.  
 I felt a variety of emotions take 
me over, and some parts did 
make me feel uncomfortable, 
which in my eyes proved to me 
that Capcom knew what button to 
push. I mean, it’s a horror fran-
chise, but I did long for more, and 

when the story gets going, it 
hooks you and doesn’t let you go 
till the credits roll. I loved seeing 
the artistic freedom from the Tim 
Burton child’s tale symbolic of 
the experience.  
 In addition to the freedom that 
Capcom put on display with Bio-
hazard, I noticed Village felt sym-
bolic and reminiscent of the Leg-
end of Zelda franchise or bor-
rowed from other fabled calls to 
action titles. There are four dun-
geons that the player has to visit 
throughout the game to proceed 
in the story, but here’s where 
things get interesting because 
each environment feels unique 
and fresh from each other. Noth-
ing ever feels the same or unin-
spired, and I enjoy when devel-
opers exude passion and then 
gameplay reflects their hard 
work.  
 We embark to a castle brim-
ming with dimly lit candles ac-
companied by the fragrance of 
nothing but blood and death. It 
was scary, terrifying, and straight 
out of a Dracula film. The dun-
geon will make your skin crawl, 
and to reveal any more would 
take away from the integrity of 
the experience.  
 The best way to describe it 
was a “Castlevania-filled” hysteria 
of slowly planning out steps, so 
you don’t run into Lady Dimitres-
cu and her nightmare-inducing 
daughters. For example, hearing 
her soundtrack and cadence echo 
in the gothic halls was reminis-
cent of Mr. X and Nemesis from 
RE 2 & 3 who was notoriously 
known for stalking the player.  
 Looking back at that section, I 
remember gripping the control 
tightly and feeling my heart beat-
ing to the point of the insanity 
about to ensue, only to see a 
nine-foot-tall woman crouch and 
enter through a doorway. Anoth-
er section felt reminiscent of the 
Evil Within from Bethesda and 
oozed straight horror from the 
creepy decor and ominous 
music.  
 Without going further into 
spoilers, it was clear that Capcom 
took a few risks with this title, 
other than a few texture pop-outs 
and a quick story that hooks you 
till the credits, needless to say, 
delivered. I wish some characters 
were in it longer, but I understood 
why they chose the length they 
did. Still, in a day and age where 
most of the general audience are 
working or in school, it’s not 
crazy to imagine a game being 
9-11 hours, primarily if the expe-
rience and gameplay are well 
written, cohesive, and enjoyable 
principally then your golden.  
 As of now, Resident Evil Village 
gets a 9/10 or 4.5 Stars. I look 
forward to what Capcom reveals 
next and if it will pull from the 
darkest corners of the human 
mind. Of course, when that day 
comes, I’ll be back to embrace 
the horror and unveil the mys-
tery. 

By Brendan Rooney 
Daily Planet Editor

‘Resident Evil Village’ 
is nightmare-inducing 

Photo courtesy of Capcom 

Photo courtesy of Capcom 
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Smallville  
continued from page 1 

 The world changed when Tom 
Welling took the mantle. “Small-
ville’s” legacy is still reflected in 
TV culture to this day. 
 Ten years of overcoming vil-
lains. Ten years of caring and 
compassionate heroes. Ten years 
of possibly the most inspiring 
Superman saga to date. Let’s 
revisit the wonderful world of 
Smallville.  

————— 
Season one 

 
 The season starts in October 
1989. The Smallville High Crows 
are parading down the street in 
athletic prowess as Johnathan 
(John Schneider) and Martha 
Kent (Annete O’Toole) visit Nel 
Lang’s (Sarah-Jane Redmond) 
main street floral shop.  
 As the loving couple drives to 
their family farm a destructive 
meteor shower, debris from the 
destroyed planet Krypton, falls 
on the picturesque little town. 
The falling Kryptonite kills 
Lana’s parents and rains fire on 
the rest of Smallville, nearly de-
stroying the hamlet. Meanwhile, 
a craft carrying a small boy lands 
in front of Johnathan and 
Martha. 
 Years later a young Clark Kent 
(Tom Welling) starts his first 
year of high school. As Clark 
discovers his true origins, he 
learns how to articulate his ex-
traordinary gifts to save his fami-
ly and friends from harm. The 
Kansas farm boy faces off against 
a new foe week after week, all 
while he navigates his relation-
ships with Lana Lang (Kristin 
Kreuk), Lex Luthor (Michael 
Rosenbaum), Pete Ross (Sam 
Jones III), Whitney Fordman (Eric 
Johnson) and Chloe Sullivan 
(Allison Mack). 
 Extra strain is placed on 
Clark’s friendships as he hides 
his true nature, the fact that he’s 
an alien from outer space with 
god-like powers, from those he 
loves.  
 Supported by his parents 
Johnathan and Martha, Clark 
learns how to control his powers 
and keep his friends safe.  

————— 
Season two 

 
The second season of “Small-
ville” picks up immediately after 
the first. Clark continues to deal 
with his complicated relation-
ships and powers, Smallville is 
recovering from a tornado and 
Lionel Luthor (John Glover) 
comes to town, set to wreak 
more havoc than the twister and 
meteor shower combined. 
 Clark’s sophomore year has 
an incendiary launch and his 
power development staggers 
when he discovers a new vulner-
ability to Red Kryptonite. 
 Meanwhile, Clark’s relation-
ship with Lana grows more ro-
mantic as his friendship with 
Chloe cultivates arduousness. 

Things grow more convoluted 
after Pete, Clark’s closest and 
oldest best friend, uncovers the 
truth about him.  
 After unwittingly causing a 
jarring accident on the family 
farm, Clark, under the influence 
of Red Kryptonite, runs away to 
nearby Metropolis in an effort to 
escape his troubles. 

————— 
Season three 

 
After spending many tortured 
months in the City of Tomorrow, 
Clark returns home thanks to the 
guidance of Johnathan Kent. 
Clark’s past actions cause Lana 
to reflect on their relationship 
and the two settle as friends. 
 After years of denial, Clark 
begins to embrace his “destiny,” 
which has become an overarch-
ing storyline for the entire series. 
After all, everyone is concerned 
with where they’ll end up. Clark 
more than most. 
 Trouble grows as Clark’s hero-
ics become more frequent. His 
friendship with Pete dissolves 
under the extensive constraint 
pushed into the high school 
junior’s life. The knowledge of 
Clark’s burden proves quite 
cumbersome as Pete feels com-
pelled to leave Smallville forever, 
which he does. 
 Season three comes to a 
twisted end when a brainwashed 
girl calling herself Kara shows up 
at the Kent’s front stoop. She’s 
there on behalf of the artificial 
intelligence of Jor-El, Kal’s de-
ceased birth father from Kryp-
ton, but not everything is as it 
seemed.  

————— 
Season four 

 

 Season four launches off with 
many major historic moments in 
the “Smal lv i l le” Superman 
mythos. Clark, under the guise of 
brainwashed Kal-El, takes first 
flight and Lois Lane makes a 
stark entrance into the series. 
 As Clark’s senior year com-
mences, an entirely new set of 
problems arise for the would-be-
super. Clark learns his invulner-
ability has further limitations 
besides color-coded Kryptonite 
at the hands of a possessed Lana 
Lang while concurrently under-
taking the daunting task of be-
longing, something Clark has 
always struggled with. 
 The seeds of mistrust grow 
further en-rooted within the 
former friendship of Lex and 
Clark as the Kansas farm boy’s 
mistrust in the Metropolis bil-
lionaire grows with each passing 
day.   
 Clark’s relationships sway 
either negative or positive as his 
“secret” causes those he loves to 
doubt his motives more and 
more. Some learn of his true 
nature while others grow weary 
of his constant secrecy. I guess 
that's the convoluted complicat-
ed life that comes with a secret 
identity. 
 As Clark pushes forward 
through his final year in high 
school, an overshadowing cloud 
of doom and destruction builds 
on the horizon of Smallville. 
When graduation arrives, so 
does the destructive force of 
Krypton in the form of another, 
much larger, meteor shower.  

————— 
Season five 

 
 The fifth year of “Smallville” 
deals with the aftermath of the 
hamlet's second calamitous me-
teor downpour. As Clark, Chloe, 
Lois and Lana deal with life after 
high school, Lex and Johnathan 
face off for the Kansas state sen-
ate seat. 
 Worlds continue to collide as 
Krypton’s past proceeds to 
haunt Earth. Brainiac and rogue 
Kryptonians bring unwanted 

attention to the Kents and their 
friends while synchronously 
bringing further interstellar 
threats. 
 Further heartbreak grips the 
heartland after a treasured loved 
one tragically dies, shattering 
Clark. He soon found solace in 
friendship as a super team-up 
brought justice to an unjust cor-
poration. 
 Clark and Lex cultivate levels 
of deeper acrimony for each 
other as Lana grows emotionally 
closer to the latter. Krypton’s 
destructive force trickles from 
Smallville into nearby Metropolis 
when General Zod, possessing 
Lex Luthor, infiltrates the city 
and the world. 

————— 
Season six

 
 After the events of “Dark 
Thursday,” which witnessed the 
destructive might that threatens 
us from the stars, Clark seeks out 
escaped prisoners from a pocket 
dimension called the Phantom 
Zone. 
 His sought after retribution is 
based in grief leaving Clark more 
vulnerable than ever before.  
 Unlikely paths cross as Clark 
inches closer and closer to his 
destiny while attempting to re-
capture the universe's worst 
escaped convicts.  
 Meanwhile, Lex becomes in-
creasingly unhinged after Lional, 
his father, develops a closer, yet 
complex, bond with the Kent 
family. 

————— 
Season seven 

 
 The seventh consecutive sea-
son of “Smallville” is one that 
expresses the tethering point in 
the series. This season is some-
what stagnant in my personal 
opinion, but it did depict a signif-
icant amount of character build-
ing. 
 One of DC Comics’ most iconic 
superheroes soared into Small-
ville seeking her young baby 
cousin Kal-El. Kara’s notable 
presence confirmed many theo-
ries for the unstable Lex Luthor. 
 Chloe explores her newfound 
talent for healing and subse-
quently sympathizes with mete-
or enhanced individuals. In Me-
tropolis, intrepid Lois Lane is 
hired to the Daily Planet. A mo-
mentous moment in all history.  
 As the second half of the sev-
enth year rolled out, unexpected 
turns brought unexpected devel-
opment. Lex murdered his father, 
attempted to kill Clark and fell so 
far into the pits of villainy that 
only Darkseid would be able to 
bring him back.  

————— 
Season eight 

 
 Season eight provided a fresh, 
yet necessary, new feel to the 
series as Clark begins working 
alongside Lois at the famed Daily 
Planet. Destiny grows increasing-
ly clear as Clark super-speeds 
throughout the Metropolis 
streets saving lives. 
 Recently coined as the “Red-
Blue Blur” by Lois, Clark be-
comes a new symbol of hope and 
heroism for the world.  
 While Lex is presumed dead, 
and Lana has left Smallville for 
good, Clark also meets new 
characters Davis Bloome (Sam 
Witwer), Smallville's interpreta-
tion of Doomsday, as well as the 
new CEO of LuthorCorp, Tess 
Mercer (Cassidy Freeman). 
 Season eight also bore witness 
to a significant tonal shift in Lois 
and Clark’s relationship as the 
duo grew increasingly romantic.  

————— 
Season nine 

 
 A newly resurrected General 
Zod, and his correlating army of 
Kandor, find themselves trapped 
on an alien planet without any 
powers. Vulnerable, Zod and his 
legion look to Clark for safety 
and guidance.  
 Season nine was an epic tale 
of refugees on an inter-planetary 
scale. Zod’s further dissidance 
caused division among his ranks 
and Clark, leaving multiple Kryp-
tonians and humans dead. A true 
“Smallville” tale.  
 In the end, the truth prevailed 
and Zod’s calamity led to his 
cataclysmic undoing. Season 
nine also bore witness to the first 
live action interpretation of the 
famed Justice Society of Ameri-
ca, a precursor to today’s Justice 
League.  
 This season was well blended 
with “Smallville’s” unique feel 
mixed with the weekly endeav-
ours featured in “Lois and Clark: 
The New Adventures of Super-
man.” 

————— 
Season 10 

 
 The end. Or the beginning? I 
guess it all depends on the out-
look. As the decade-long televi-
sion series came to a climactic 
conclusion, many loose ends 
needed neat tying. 
 Kara returns to embrace her 
own destiny, Lex is resurrected 

through cloning, Superboy 
makes an appearance and Lois 
and Clark’s relationship grows 
stronger as he shares his secret 
with the love of his life. A signifi-
cant factor given the hesitance 
he’s had in the past. Clark finally 
had a confidant who could keep 
him grounded while reminding 
him how special he truly is.  
 Season 10 felt more like a Su-
perman comic than any previous 
run. Metropolis was buzzing with 
news of increased vigilantism, 
heroes were emerging thanks to 
Clark’s inspiration and a dastard-
ly fiend emerged from the shad-
ows attempting to overturn 
everything.  
 As Darkseid made his disap-
pointing appearance, Clark and 
Lois planned their happily ever 
after while attempting to balance 
Kent’s alter ego and Lane’s in-
creasing notoriety in the world of 
journalism. 
 As literal hell gravitated to-
wards Metropolis, the blur fa-
cade dissolved and a new hero 
was born. Clark finally accepted 
his gifts and embraced his des-
tiny, becoming the world’s ulti-
mate protector – Superman.  
 Although the series finale was 
somewhat disappointing (we 
didn’t even get to see Welling in 
the suit), it was entertaining. 
“Smallville’s” legacy shimmered 
through and a decade of patient-
ly waiting for Superman kind of 
paid off. 

————— 
Season 11 

  
 Though season 11 was strictly 
comic book based, it saw the 
expansion of the DC Universe in 
that realm ten-fold. Batman, 
Wonder Woman and many other 
heroes emerged within the pages 
of “Smallville: Season 11,” which 
left me wishing that this hap-
pened on the recently concluded 
CW show instead. 

————— 
Crisis on Infinite Earths 

 
 In an existential nostalgic 
filled reunion, fans return to the 
Kent Farm to see Clark (Welling) 
without powers face off against 
The CW’s latest Lex Luthor (John 
Cryer). We learn that Clark and 
Lois  (Durrance) are married and 
are living a quiet and happy life 
on the Smallville farm with two 
young daughters. After Clark 
faces Lex, who later leaves for 
another dimension, he and Lois 
walk hand in hand to the classic 
sunflower colored ranch home.  

————— 

 Smallville inspired me person-
ally. It helped sway my career 
decision and galvanized a path 
to the Planet. Witnessing Lois 
and Clark’s early journalistic 
strides made me wish the Daily 
Planet was real. I held onto this 
inspiration until 2014 when I 
started @DailyPlanetDC embold-
ened by “Smallville,” Superman’s 
legacy and “Man of Steel” com-
bined. Without this show, the 
Daily Planet would remain a 
thing of fiction. That’s why I’ll 
“always hold on to Smallville.” 

Tom Welling as Clark Kent / Superman in “Smallville’s” series finale. Though Superman was seen from a distance via CGI, Welling only donned the shirt (A “Superman Returns” 
recycled suit), leaving many fans disappointed. The shows fanbase waited ten long years to see Welling in the cape, only to be robbed due to the actor’s refusal to wear the suit.

Annette O’Toole as Martha Kent, Tom Welling as Clark Kent and Erica Durance as Lois Lane in “Smallville’s” series finale. 
Photo by Warner Media

One of two full-body Superman shots 
featured in “Smallville’s” series finale. 
Both were complete CGI.
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