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 Actor and Country Music 
Singer John Schneider, best 
known for his work on "Smallville" 
and "The Dukes of Hazzard," 
shares what he's been doing dur-
ing the pandemic in an exclusive 
interview. 
 John Schneider has been busy 
during a period when many enter-
tainers have struggled for work. 
From movies, music and now his 
own line of CBD oils, Schneider 
has been a really active man. He 
credits this to his drive to keep 
going despite the obstacles. 
 One such act of perseverance 
came on his latest movie, re-
leased by Maven Entertainment. 
The movie, “One Month Out,” was 
almost lost to the flood that hit 
John Schneider Studios in 2016. 
 “The [movie’s] master hard 
drives were saved, but the room 
they were in had three feet of 
water in it so they got a consider-
able amount of moisture in them 
that I was unaware of,” Schneider 
said. 
 The files wouldn’t pull up at all 
on the computer so they had to 
be taken to a place that worked to 
recover them.  
 “Recovering hard drives is a 
long, tedious task that thankfully 
someone else does. The size 
amounted to 20 tb so this was a 
massive undertaking,” he said. 
“Then the sound had to be recov-
ered by our guys in Burbank, 
California and they did a great 
job. This took from the end of 
2016 until 2021 for me to get this 

movie back in shape so I could do 
a couple of final polishes and get 
it out by our deadline.” 
 The movie is a psychological 
thriller based on a true story and 
deals with Alzheimer’s disease. 
The film stars Laura Cayouette as 
Helen whose husband Red (Barry 
Bostwick) is suffering from 
Alzheimer’s. Red falls for a nurse 
(Brande Roderick) and decides to 
marry her. Much like all that had 
to be done to get this movie on 
screen, the story is filled with 
twists and turns that make the 
outcome unpredictable. 
 Schneider was able to draw 
Ruth Buzzi out of retirement for 
the film. Buzzi had stated previ-
ously that she would only come 
out of retirement if it was to work 
with John Schneider. 
 “I was so glad Barry Bostwick 
agreed to do the movie because 
shall we say older, taller good 

looking gentlemen such as Barry 
and maybe me,” Shneider said. “I 
think we’ve earned the right to 
sink our teeth in a fantastic role 
as men over 50 or over 60. There 
are certain roles that only people 
who have really lived life can play 
and of course it’s available on 
CineflixDOD.” 
 “One Month Out” comes on the 
heels of Schneider’s other recent 
movie, “Stand On It,” which is a 
tribute to “Smokey and The Ban-
dit.” Many may not realize it, but 
Schneider has an uncredited 
scene at the end of “Smokey and 
The Bandit.”  
 “I’m very proud of that scene,” 
Schneider said. “I was just 16 
years old and heard on the radio 
Burt Reynolds was in Town shoot-
ing a movie so I skipped school 
and went to the fairgrounds and  

——————-See John on page 3 

Derek Chauvin trial: Closing arguments to take 
place Monday after courtroom testimony concludes

 Jurors will return to the court-
room Monday to hear closing 
arguments before heading into 
sequestered deliberations in the 
Derek Chauvin murder trial. 
 On Thursday, Chauvin claimed 
his Fifth Amendment right not to 
self-incriminate and did not give 
testify on his own behalf. Judge 
Peter Cahill said closing argu-
ments for Derek Chauvin’s mur-
der trial are expected to happen 
on Monday, April 19. Dr. Jonathan 
Rich, a Chicago-based cardiolo-
gist, testified on Monday that 
George Floyd’s heart was de-
prived of oxygen because of how 
he was restrained by Derek Chau-

vin. The judge denied a request 
on Monday to sequester the jury 
after unrest escalated in Min-
neapolis following the fatal police 
shooting of Daunte Wright. Hen-
nepin County Chief Medical Exam-
iner Dr. Andrew Baker told the 
court on Friday that while Floyd’s 
health and drug use may have 
contributed to his death, it was 
police officers’ actions that were 
the direct cause. Floyd, a Black 
man, died in police custody on 
May 25, 2020, after Chauvin 
pinned his knee against Floyd’s 
neck for more than nine minutes. 
Chauvin is charged with second-
degree murder, third-degree mur-
der and second-degree man-
slaughter. 
 Derek Chauvin on Thursday 
waived his right to testify to the 
jury about his part in the deadly 

arrest last May of George Floyd as 
both sides rested their cases at 
his murder trial, the most high-
profile police misconduct case in 
decades. Former Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin be-
ing tried in Flyod’s death refers to 
the constitutional right against 
self-incrimination, in his most 
extensive remarks since his trial 
began with jury selection on 
March 8. 
 “The evidence is now com-
plete,” Judge Cahill told the jury. 
They’ll be back Monday for clos-
ing arguments and deliberations 
will then begin. Because they’ll be 
sequestered starting Monday, 
Cahill tells them to pack for long 
while, but it’s their choice if it’s 
an hour or a week. 

 Justice Con is back with an 
incredibly star-studded line-up of 
guests and panelists. The second 
annual event will commence next 
weekend starting Friday, April 16, 
continuing Saturday, April 17 and 
commences Sunday, April 18. 
 After the success of their inau-
gural convention last year, Justice 
Con is returning for their second 
annual event April 16 through the 
18. The event will be held virtual-
ly on the Justice Con’s YouTube 
channel. 
 Justice Con is a Zack Snyder 
DC Comics online virtual charity 
convention for the fans, by the 
fans. The event is organized by 
TheNerdQueens and wondermeg. 
 The event is cohosted by Cole 
(responsible for public relations 
and the costume contest), Nana 
(responsible for graphics, emails 
and more) and Meg (the “tech-
nology wizard”). All three women 
cofounded JusticeCon last year 
and are proud to represent the 
fandom a second time this year. 
 “Last year, after COVID hit and 
all the conventions for the year 
were cancelled, we wanted to do 
something for the fandom,” Cole 
said. “Before San Diego Comic 
Con (SDCC) was cancelled Nana, 
Meg and I had been working on 
putting on a screening of [‘Bat-
man vs Superman’] during SDCC 
along with other efforts to raise 
awareness for the Snyder Cut.” 
 According to Cole, the trio 
wanted to bring awareness to the 
movement for the Snyders.  
 “When we had to cancel the 
SDCC event we went back to the 

drawing board and our love of 
the Snyders, the fandom, the 
movement and conventions all 
combined into what we now call 
JusticeCon,” Cole said. 
 The convention is dedicated to 
the American Foundation For 
Suicide Prevention (AFSP), a vol-
untary health organization based 
in New York City, with a public 
policy office based in Washing-
ton, D.C., and local chapters in all 
50 United States. The organiza-
tion’s stated mission is to “save 

lives and bring hope to those 
affected by suicide.” 
 “With the pandemic still very 
much affecting our lives, our goal 
is to bring the feel of comic con-
ventions right into people’s 
homes around the world via live 
streamed panels, workshops 
using live chats for questions 
from the audience, a cosplay 
contest and more,” Justice Con 
coordinators stated in a release. 
 Justice Con is completely free 
to attend and will be accessible 

for fans across the planet. Partic-
ipants will have the option to 
purchase merchandise or partici-
pate in auctions throughout the 
three-day-event, with all proceeds 
going to AFSP. Guests will also 
have an option to donate directly 
via a fundraiser.  
 Fans for “Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League” have been raising aware-
ness and funds for suicide pre-
vention in honor of Zack and 
Deborah Snyder’s daughter Au-
tumn for sometime, collecting 

over $500,000 in donations this 
past December alone. The Sny-
der’s left “Justice League” half-
way through production following 
a family tragedy, when their 
daughter died. Fans have been 
providing support ever since. 
 Friday, April 16, will be re-
served for fan workshops. 
 Saturday, April 17, will be 
dedicated to “Zack Snyder’s Jus-
tice League,” the fan demanded 
epic that was the centerpiece for 

JusticeCon’s inaugural conven-
tion. 
 Sunday, April 18, will belong 
to the upcoming “Army of the 
Dead,” which takes place in Las 
Vegas following a zombie out-
break. In the new Netflix original, 
a group of mercenaries take the 
ultimate gamble, venturing into 
the quarantine zone to pull off 
the greatest heist ever attempted. 

-————-See Justice on page 3 
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Police officer who killed Daunte Wright will 
be charged with second-degree manslaughter 

 Protests took place in several 
cities on Tuesday evening follow-
ing the fatal police shooting of 
Daunte Wright, a 20-year-old 
Black man, who was killed on 
April 11 during a traffic stop in 
the Minneapolis suburb of Brook-
lyn Center, Minnesota. 
 The Washington County Attor-
ney’s Office said on Wednesday 
that it will charge former police 

officer Kim Potter, who fatally 
shot Wright, with second-degree 
manslaughter, according to pros-
ecutor Pete Orput. Both Potter 
and the chief of the Brooklyn 
Center Police Department re-
signed on Tuesday. 
 Protesters clashed with law 
enforcement on Tuesday night in 
Brooklyn Center, where around 60 
were arrested. Police in Portland, 
Oregon, declared a riot after pro-
testers set a fire to a police union. 
 On Monday, the former police 
chief said he believes Potter 
meant to pull out a Taser when 

Wright was shot and called the 
i n c i d e n t a n “ a c c i d e n t a l 
discharge.” The official county 
medical examiner ruled Wright’s 
death a homicide caused by a 
gunshot wound to the chest 
 Former Police Chief Tim Gan-
non said he believed Potter mis-
takenly grabbed her pistol when 
she was trying to pull out her 
Taser. Authorities gave an update 
on Monday, calling the fatal 
shooting an “accidental dis-
charge.” 
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John Schneider  
continued from page 1 
 
found someone with a walkie 
talkie and tapped him on the 
shoulder.”  
 Before they could kick Schnei-
der out, he said he was sorry for 
being late but traffic on I-85 was 
“a bear.”  
 “He told me where to go and 
even gave me a breakfast sand-
wich,” Schneider said. “So I spent 
the day on the settle, mostly with 
Jackie Gleason, which was amaz-
ing. It’s a much better story be-
cause I wasn’t supposed to be 
there. It’s a story of tenacity. I 
just went for it! Now 46 years 
later, I’m the guy in the black car, 
black hat and chewing the bub-
ble gum.”  
 The popularity of that movie 
has led to the sequel beginning 
production called “Poker Run.” 
 In addition to his numerous 
slate of movies out, Schneider 
recently had a number one single 
with Cody McCarver on the 
Christian Country charts with the 
song “These Hands.” No stranger 
to the charts, Schneider has four 
number one hits and ten top 10 
hits on Country Billboard charts. 
 He currently has a new album 
out titled “Truck On.” This album 
honors truckers and their impor-
tance to our country. It also 
serves as the music soundtrack 
for “Stand On It.” 
 “Smallville” was a tv series 
that premiered in 2001 and fol-
lowed the story of a young Clark 
Kent before he became Super-
man. As reports recently sur-
faced that the CW Network may 
be in preliminary talks with Tom 
Welling to return to the role of 
Clark Kent in a “Smallville”   Re-
vival limited series, Schneider, 

w h o p o r t r a y e d p a t r i a r c h 
Jonathan Kent on the series, said 
he has not been contacted. 
 “I loved Smallville, but this is 
the first I’m hearing about this,” 
Schneider stated. “It seems to me 
if anyone may be unavailable, it 
would be me so if I were going to 
be a part of that, they should 
have already contacted me. I 
would think my politics may keep 
them from calling me and that’s 
ok. As far as I know there are 
very few people who have their 
own studio and make their own 
movies and who are perfectly 
happy not being part of that cor-
rupt system and how Jonathan 
Kent is that?”  
 With his most recognizable 
series, “Dukes of Hazzard,” hav-
ing premiered 42 years ago, 
Schneider still maintains a broad 
appeal to a fanbase from younger 
people to older. He attributes this 
back to his tenacity and his work 
ethic. 
 “My goal has always been to 
do what I do now with my wife 
Alicia,” he stated. “To tell stories 
I want to tell the way I want to 
tell them and with whom I want 
to tell them. I’ve been driven to 
that goal since the very begin-
ning. I always considered every-
thing I was doing as a step to-
wards what I was really supposed 
to be doing which is making my 
own movies and music. It keeps 
me tireless. I go for everything 
with every fiber of my being.” 
 It’s been a long, successful 
career that being tenacious has 
helped him build. That determi-
nation and drive to create family 
friendly movies and music is 
what Bo Duke and Jonathan Kent 
would no doubt agree is very 
much John Schneider. 
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Friday, April 16 

6:00am EDT – Art for Everyone 
and Anything 
• Host: Michael Grinberg 

7:45am EDT – Green Lantern: 
Jessica Cruz – From Panel to 
Screen 
• Hosts: Alicia Nava, Jakeb Low-

ery, Karla Zamora, Darin Martin, 
Kevin Dawson 

8:30am EDT – Making the BvS 
Kryptonite Spear 
• Host: Bat-Mike 

9:00am EDT – Creation of 
Knightmare Joker 
• Host: Robi Miori 

9:30am EDT – Lights, Camera, 
Action! 
• Host: Flow Arts and Fight Craft 

Channel 

10:00am EDT – Anatomy of 
Recognition: Typography 
• Host: Ian Griffen 

10:45am EDT – Fan Editing: 101 
• Host: AListProductions 

11:15am EDT – How To Make A 
Film 
• Host: Steve Kasan 

12:00pm EDT – Artists League 
International 
• Hosts: SupesBatsy, MekareMad-

ness, RazanulHoque, RymSlim 

1:30pm EDT – The Power of 
SnyderVerse: Restoring Mental 
Health 
• Hosts: Jax (@MnMJax), Darius 

(@mockjaygrimes), Matted DG 
(TheFusioner) 

2:45pm EDT – Let’s Make An 
Amazon Tiara Together and Talk 
Cosplay 
• Hosts: Lis Wonder, Adi Ro-

drigues, Susie Creates 

4:00pm EDT – Martian Man-
hunter Fan Film Costume Com-
mentary 
• Host: Twins of Destruction 

5:00pm EDT – Working with Eva 
Foam 
• Host: Julie Whiteley 

6:45pm EDT – How to Join a 
Zoom Meeting as an Animated 
Character 
• Host: David Jones 

Saturday, April 17 

10:00 – 11:00am EDT – “Anyone 
Can Cosplay.”  
• A Discussion on Cosplay Accu-

racy and Acceptance 
• Guests: Lis Wonder, Kay Kos-

play, Colleen Cosplay, Hijabi 
Hooligan Cosplay 

• Host: Cole Queen 

11:30 – 12:30pm EDT – Spotlight 
on WhyNotStuff 
• Guest: Gonzalo Guastavino 

(WhyNotStuff) 
• Host: Dave Avery 

12:45 – 1:45pm EDT – Spotlight 
on Ray Porter 
• Guest: Ray Porter 
• Host: Sheraz Farooqi 

2:00 – 3:00pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Ray Fisher 
• Guest: Ray Fisher 
• Host: Chris Wong-Swenson 

3:15 – 4:15pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Joe Manganiello 
• Guest: Joe Manganiello 
• Host: The Film Junkee 

4:30 – 5:30pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Harry J. Lennix 
• Guest: Harry J. Lennix 
• Host: Scott McClellan 

5:45 – 6:45pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Patrick Tatopoulos 
• Guest: Patrick Tatopoulos 
• Host: Enosh Fee 

7:00 – 8:00pm EDT – Deep Dive 
Into ‘Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League’ with Zack Snyder 
• Guest: Zack Snyder 
• Hosts: The Nerd Queens and 

Wonder Meg 

8:30pm EDT – Spotlight on Jay 
Oliva 
• Guest: Jay Oliva 
• Host: Tim Yoko 

Sunday, April 18 

11:00 – 12:00pm EDT – Spotlight 
on American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention 
• Guests: Ashly Alberto, Doreen 

Marshall, PhD. 
• Host: Cole Queen 

12:15 – 1:15pm EDT – Women 
Behind the Scenes of ‘Army of 
the Dead’ 
• Guests: Julie Berghoff, Misha 

Bukowski, Stephanie Porter, 
Dody Dorn 

• Host: Nana Queen 

1:30 – 2:30pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Women from the ‘Army of the 
Dead’ 
• Guests: Ella Purnell, Ana de la 

Reguera, Nora Arnezeder, Tig 
Notaro, Huma Qureshi, Saman-
tha Win 

• Hosts: The Nerd Queens and 
WonderMeg 

2:45 – 3:45pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Deborah Snyder 
• Guest: Deborah Snyder and 

Wesley Coller 
• Host: Fatma Sawalim 

5:30 – 6:00pm EDT – Spotlight on 
Dave Bautista 
• Guest: Dave Bautista 
• Host: Enosh Fee 

6:30 – 7:30pm EDT – Spotlight on 
‘Army of the Dead’ with Zack 
Snyder 
• Guest: Zack Snyder 
• Hosts: Scott McClellan and Tim 

Yoko

Full Justice Con schedule 
Justice Con continued from page 1

 On Tuesday March 13th, the 
trailer for Zack Snyder's zombie 
heist high-octane action film, 
Army of the Dead, officially de-
buted and was number 1 trend-
ing on YouTube. Netflix orches-
trated a virtual event where fans 
had to decode security footage 
on Twitch to find the secret URL 
in order to get invites to see the 
trailer before it officially debuted 
the same day. During the virtual 
trailer premiere event, Dave 
Bautista, the star of Army of the 
Dead, offered kind words about 
his working relationship with 
director Zack Snyder in a pre-
recorded video, followed by a 
live Q&A with Zack Snyder, host-
ed by Grae Drake. Army of the 
Dead will hit theaters for a week 
starting May 14th, and then will 
be available exclusively on Net-
flix’s platform the following week 
on May 21st. 
 In the pre-trailer discussion 
with Zack Snyder, Dave Bautista 
expressed his desire to prove 
himself as more than just an 
action performer but as a drama 
actor as well: "You know me, I've 
got a chip on my shoulder where 
I've been wanting to prove my-
self as an actor, and I was avoid-
ing action roles for a long time. 
So when I first heard about the 
project, not knowing much about 
it, other than it was described to 
me as more of a zombie film, so I 
wasn't crazy interested. I figured, 
"I know what that is. I know it's 
going to be action." But then 
when we had the conversation, 
when I understood that Scott 
Ward had a bunch of little layers, 
a bunch of things that were going 
on. Also, there were a lot of lay-
ers as far as entertainment value 
in this, being a zombie film, be-
ing a heist, being an emotional 
drama, having the conflict be-
tween the characters and the 
family members. 
 "There was just so much more 
going on than I originally 
thought, that I was sold immedi-
ately. And personally, we've 
talked about this, too, but I've 
just wanted to work with you for 
years. I mean, 300 was a game-
changer for me. That was it. You 
know, I'm a student of this game, 
and I love working with people 
that I can learn from. So I wanted 
to work with you, and steal from 
you, and pick up a few tricks, 
and really just watch the way 
you worked and study the way 
you worked and try to see what 
you were looking at through the 
camera. We always had real 
good, open communication, 
which helps me because then I 
don't feel like a director is judg-
ing me and judging my perfor-
mance. You've always given me 
your thoughts and I felt like we 
were actually collaborating on 

this. And I felt bonded with Zack 
from the first time I met him, 
because I think at the end of the 
day, we are artists. We're also a 
little rough around the edges.” 
 Dave Bautista also praised the 
director and his hard-working 
spirit: "Thank you. And I loved 
working with you, but what I 
really loved and respected about 
you is, you probably worked 
harder than anybody on the film. 
A lot of people don't realize, or 
would even know this, but you 
would be up in the morning be-
cause you couldn't sleep, so 
you'd just be there at work, help-
ing people load stuff and carry 
stuff, and just be there like a 
grunt man, just working hard. 
But I love that you just picked up 
a camera and you got dirty. 
When you saw something you 
liked, you grabbed a camera and 
you just went for it. And that's 
what I love. That's so amazing to 
me.” 
 The project went through a 
long development history, being 
first conceived in March 2007, 
with Universal Studios and 
Warner Bros/, Matthijs van Hei-
jningen Jr. was set to direct with 
Zack Snyder as producer of the 
project. In January 2019, Netflix 
acquired the distribution rights 
from Warner Bros. and Zack Sny-
der became attached to direct, 
with a complete rewrite of Joby 
Harold's script from scratch with 
Shay Hatten and Zack Snyder co-
writing. The film had a reported 
budget of $90 million.  
 Zack Snyder talked about 
returning to the zombie genre 
and wanting to evolve the genre: 
"I made a movie called Dawn of 
the Dead a long time ago. It was 
the first move I made. And after 
the experience of making the 
movie, I really was obsessed with 
the tone of the genre, on top of 
the genre aspect of zombie films. 
And that is to say that zombie 
movies can combine many dif-
ferent genres and also be social 
commentary. But there has been 
a lot of great stuff that we have 
gotten from the zombie genre, 
and now it's its own genre. 
 "But I was also inspired by a 
lot of those movies like Escape 
from New York and Aliens and 
The Thing, as well as zombie 
movies themselves. I really got 
obsessed with this idea of all the 
tropes and the different accepted 
rules of the zombie world and I 
just started playing with them in 
my mind. Really, I was trying to 
create a scenario where you 
could really play with those rules 
and play with the tropes of the 
cinematic universe and have a 
lot of fun. 
 "So that's where I started 
thinking about it. I thought about 
it pretty much right after I fin-
ished that movie and just put it 
on the back burner. We did end 
up writing a script and we were 
going to make a version of this 

movie a few years ago that I was 
not going to direct. But then I 
just recently got interested in it 
again, and Shay [Hatten] and I 
did a rewrite from scratch and 
ended up with this crazy movie. 
It's been really fun and exciting.” 
 Army of the Dead revolves 
around the character of Scott 
Ward. The director continued: 
"So Dave, of course, plays the 
main guy, and he's putting his 
team back together for this mis-
sion. He has this tough relation-
ship with his daughter, Ella, and 
there’s a father-daughter element 
to the movie. Ella [Purnell]’s 
character is like a mechanic and 
she has this relationship with 
Dave’s that we learn about. Omar 
[Hardwick]’s character has this 
philosophical outlook on the 
whole zombie because he's seen 
things that you wouldn't believe. 
Raúl [Castillo] plays this cool, 
amazing zombie killer. Huma 
[Qureshi] is involved with this 
refugee camp in the movie, be-
cause there's this whole thing 
about people having the zombie 
virus and we're not exactly sure 
how it works, so a lot of it is 
political. A lot of the people in 
the refugee camp are there be-
cause of other reasons, and 
what’s happening with her char-
acter is very interesting. 
 "And Nora [Arnezeder]’s 
character is like the coyote that 
takes the sheep; she's the char-
acter that knows how to get in 
through the wall and into Vegas, 
so she becomes their guide go-
ing back into Vegas. Oh, Sam 
Win’s character ends up being an 
amazing zombie killer in the 
movie, too. That’s funny because 
in the movie, she identifies her-
self as not having killed a zom-
bie, but when it comes time to 
actually kill zombies, she's like 
ridiculously good at it. Yeah, a 
complete natural. And if I've 
forgotten someone, I apologize. 
It's a big cast, with a big ensem-
ble, but everyone does an amaz-
ing job. It's a pretty physical 
movie and they all had to do a 
lot of fighting and stuff, but 
everyone was amazing.” 
 Snyder expressed his appreci-
ation for the confidence that 
Netflix has shown confidence in 
the project, having already 
greenlighted a prequel called 
Army of Thieves, directed by 
Matthias Schweighöfer who also 
stars in the film, and follows his 
character, Ludwig Dieter, crack-
ing various locks, and his skills 
are crucial for the bank heist in 
Bly’s Casino in Las Vegas. There 
is also an animated spin-off se-
ries called Army of the Dead: 
Lost Vegas, which centers 
around some of the characters 
from Army of the Dead during 
the early phases of the zombie 
outbreak.  
 Army of the Dead arrives in 
theaters May 14th and on Netflix 
on May 21st.  

‘Army of the Dead' trailer is a viral success
By Glenn Woodburn 

Metropolis Blogger
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