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When I started @DailyPlanetDC in 
February 2014, I had no idea it 
would grow into what it is today.  

 
As an avid Superman fan I’ve been inspired 
by the Daily Planet for as long as I can 
remember. Growing up with Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder (FASD), hiding in the 
closet in an otherwise historically 
conservative environment, and living a 
simple life on a family farm was difficult 
and lonely.  
 
I had family and a few friends but I felt as if 
I could never be my true self. Within the 
pages of DC Comics, the Daily Planet (and 
by extension, Metropolis) seemed like a 
very welcoming and open environment. It 
was a safe haven for self discovery and 
determination, not to mention the Planet 
building was beautiful and inspirational. 
Something about a giant globe crowning 
the rooftop of an Art Deco masterpiece 
always left me breathless.  
 
That building was filled with truth tellers 
and kind-hearted characters. Don’t get me 
wrong, there were some bullies, but their 
attitudes weren’t tolerated for long. What 
I’m trying to say is I always saw the Planet 
as a place for self expression –– a place 
where one can focus on their career in a 
nonjudgmental environment. I so 
desperately craved to be a part of it.  
 
So, in 2014, I started a Twitter page inspired 
by this haven of heroes. I began collecting 
news from role-players but found that 
chronicling actual events was way more 
beneficial to both the Planet and myself.  

 
Soon the page grew and retained 
thousands of followers. @DailyPlanetDC 
expanded from Twitter to Facebook, 
Instagram and Pinterest.  
 
The Daily Planet launched 
dailyplanetdc.com in 2018 and started 
taking work from dedicated, outside 
contributors. Talent that needed to be 
recognized was. I hoped to achieve one 
thing in creating these social accounts, 
websites and online editions: Making the 
Daily Planet a reality.  
 
I now realize I’ve achieved this –– at least to 
some extent. With over 20 current 
continuous collaborators, contributors and 
artists, the Planet produces daily online 
content. It is my dream to turn this passion 
into a career. Much like our source of 
inspiration, DC Comics’ Daily Planet, 
@DailyPlanetDC prides itself on 
journalistic integrity. We strive to tell 
meaningful stories in ways only limited by 
the authors’ imagination. We’re an open-
minded publication that welcomes growth 
through collaboration.  
 
The Daily Planet is a trademarked work 
featured in Superman titles. I acknowledge 
that I do not own the rights to the name 
but would love to continue to create work 
with this passion project. 
 
@DailyPlanetDC is a nonprofit news 
organization inspired by DC Comics. We 
hope to help inform the world in order to 
make it a better place. All of our writers 
and content contributors are volunteers 
from across the globe with a passion for 
comics, writing, news and entertainment. 
 
The Daily Planet has always been a beacon 
of hope for me. It’s my life’s mission to 
make it shine in a similar light to so many 
around the world. We’re a voice for the 
people by the people. The Daily Planet is 
currently a nonprofit multimedia news 
organization. We do not collect any form of 
income.  
 
Our mission is to one day become a 
legitimate news organization. We’re 
currently striving for this goal while 
simultaneously providing an outlet for 
people to use their voice. We also hope to 
cater to those looking to build their 
portfolios with experience in journalism, 
design and more.  

 
We cover a variety of topics while 
maintaining unbiased reports with facts, 
statements and respectable sources. We 
are a U.S. based publication designed to 
cater to the planetary audience of the 21st 
century, with over 22,000 subscribers 
planet wide (about half are international) 
while recognizing our journalistic roots. 
Besides online, we publish a weekly digital 
newspaper, a digital magazine every fall 
and spring and also occasionally 
collaborate with a variety of podcasts. 
 
Due to the official copyright beignet 
owned by DC, our content creators can’t 
be paid for their work. I’ve been working 
diligently on changing that, but in the 
meantime, contributors look at this as a 
nice way to build their resumés for future 
career goals.  
 
Recognizing the talent that orbits around 
the Planet, I constantly add to an ever-
growing list for possible staff who I would 
reach out to when we grow into a reality.  
 
With all that being said, here’s our official 
mission statement:  
 
“The Daily Planet is where heroes are born 
and the story continues. The world's 
greatest stories start here. Reporting on 
the planet daily.”  
 
What this means is that we recognize our 
roots of inspiration and hold onto the 
ideals of journalism while identifying the 
responsibility. Our articles reach across the 
globe, informing many. We don’t take that 
lightly.  
 
My goals for this project are simple: It is my 
hope to bring the Daily Planet forth from 
the pages of DC Comics into the realm of 
reality. I want to legitimize the publication 
so it can be a major contender in the 
multimedia news market.  
 
I want the Daily Planet to be a self 
sustaining entity in order to retain its 
independence and constitute its 
journalistic ethical code while remaining 
unbiased. This means it would not be a 
public relations style publication even 
though it’d be a subsidiary of Warner 
Media.  
 
–– Zack Benz, Editor-in-Chief 

W
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The road to the 
‘Snyder Cut’
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Cristián Arriagada, a 33-year-old artist from the 
commune of Pedro Aguirre Cerda –– Santiago de 
Chile, has been inspired by comics for years.  
 
His inspiration derives mostly from comic book 
lore, but all of his appreciation towards that world 
falls to his grandfather. 
 
“My grandfather was my key to enter the world of 
DC comics, especially Superman,” Arriagada said. 
“Seeing that I was drawing, he gave me John 
Byrne's Superman comic where Darkseid comes 
out. I still have that comic, although it is all drawn, 
but I keep it with appreciation.” 
 
The youngest of three siblings, his older two being 
sisters, Arriagada often escaped into drawing often. 
As he grew older, Arriagada slowly stopped 
drawing and became more focused on family and 
financial concerns.  
 
In 2016, Arriagada was diagnosed with ulcerative 
colitis.  
 
“It was the worst moments of my life,” he said. 
“Because of that I started to take up the drawings. I 
wanted to go back to drawing and make up for all 
the lost time.” 
 
After his diagnosis, Arriagada took advantage of 
drawing to destress. The practice was an escape 
from the stress of an over demanding job, his 
disease and every day life.  
 
According to Arriagada, drawing is what lead the 
artist to Zack Snyder’s “300” and superhero films. 
 
“I felt a need to draw each scene but I did not have 
the necessary talent,” Arriagada said. “I participated 
in some contests in my country but I was always 
doing badly because of the quality of the drawings 
but still I kept trying.” 
 
Arriagada’s inspiration for the cover, and a majority 
of his art, comes from Zack Snyder’s movies.  
 
Cristián said he’d like to thank his family, 
specifically his father, mother, sisters, nephews, his 
partner and son, for their constant support. He also 
wants to thank Sam Kentman and everyone else at 
the Daily Planet for supporting his work. 
 
“Thanks also to Debora and Zack Snyder for 
releasing the film [Justice League] in memory of 
Autumn,” Cristián added. 
 
You can follow Cristián at @Cris_Arriagada on 
Twitter. He's open to any work or commissions. 
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At the Hollywood Critics Association 
(HCA) Film Awards, Zack Snyder 
was honored with the Valiant 

Award. The 4th annual HCA awards 
ceremony was held virtually on YouTube 
on March 5, 2021.  
 
Scott Menzel, the founder of the HCA, told 
The Hollywood Reporter: "As a fan of 
Synder's ever since Dawn of the Dead, I 
couldn't be happier that we will be 
acknowledging his visionary filmmaking 
and resilience to overcome any obstacles." 
HCA chair Ashley Menzel also praised the 
director and his wife Deborah for the way 
they responded to their daughter, 
Autumn Snyder’s demise by suicide. 
Further adding how the two have shown 
courage in a difficult time, she said, "I was 
extremely moved by how Zack and his 
wife and business partner Deborah 
turned their incommensurable pain into 
altruistic action, spearheading an effort 
that has helped countless individuals and 
families."  
 
Fans of Zack Snyder have raised over 
$500,000 for the American Foundation of 
Suicide Prevention in honor of Autumn 
Snyder, the daughter of Zack Snyder who 
tragically passed away at a young age 
during the post-production of Justice 
League leading the director to step away 
from the herculean project and return 
four years later. The director's cut of 
Justice League premieres on HBO Max on 
Thursday March 18, 2021, followed by Zack 
Snyder's zombie-homecoming on Netflix 
with Army of the Dead, which is set to 
release on Friday May 21, 2021.  
 
In a statement of her own, HCA co-chair 
Ashley Menzel added: "As someone 
whose own life was impacted due to 
suicide, I was extremely moved by how 
Zack and his wife and business partner 
Deborah turned their incommensurable 
pain into altruistic action, spearheading 
an effort that has helped countless 
individuals and families." 
 
Menzel added during the broadcast: 
“Release The Snyder Cut” has been a 
resounding message on the internet, that 

is in a way inescapable. Fans and critics 
around the world have been asking, 
sometimes strongly demanding, release 
the film that Zack Snyder had to leave 
due to an unimaginable personal 
tragedy... It can not be ignored the good 
that the Snyder movement has done, 
such as contributing half-a-million dollars 
to the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention. You will see on your screen 
tonight that you can donate to that same 
organization, an organization dedicated 
to saving lives and bringing hope to those 
affected by suicide.”  
 
In the award broadcast, Menzel presented 
the award by saying, “Zack Snyder has 
given us the inspiration and 
demonstrates it everyday. He is in one 
word: valiant. I am honored to be able to 
present Zack Snyder with the Hollywood 
Critics Association’s Valiant Award” 
followed by an instrumental compilation 
video showing a retrospective of Snyder’s 
films.  
 
In his acceptance speech, Zack Snyder 
noted his appreciation for the movement: 
“Thank you, Ashley, Scott, and thank you 
to the Hollywood Critics Association for 
honoring me with this, the Valiant Award. 
Making a movie is hard enough. The story 
of the Snyder Cut of Justice League is a 
saga that is almost eight years in the 
making. It's a movie that was never going 
to see the light of day, but due to the 
perseverance of thousands of fans around 
the world, millions of tweets, incredible 
social media activations — whether it be 
billboards in Times Square, bus stops in 
San Diego, or airplanes literally flying 
around the studio — those amazing and 
dedicated fans got a giant corporation 
like WarnerMedia to take notice of them, 
hear what they had to say, and got them, 
finally, to agree to finish the film as I 
originally intended." 
 
"So, on March 18th, that movie will come 
out, and it will be a victory for all of them." 
 
"But the real victory is not that the movie 
is getting finished, more than that is what 
happened during the course of making 

Director Zack Snyder 
honored with special 'Valiant 
Award' from Hollywood 
Critics Association
Lois Lane and Harwood S. Fine

A
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Justice League. It's that these fans were 
also able to join together and create a 
community that got behind a cause, a 
cause that is not only to me and my 
family but also needed in the world. 
That cause is mental health awareness 
and suicide prevention. With the same 
billboards and tweets that they used to 
get the movie made, the fans were able 
to raise over half a million dollars for 
AFSP and to generate so much 
awareness for a topic that is oftentimes 
in the dark. The work that they have 
done is literally saving lives. So you see, 
the real victory is that effort. The real 
victory is those lives being saved, and 
when everyone watches the movie on 
March 18th and the credits roll, at the 
end, the real achievement will be the 

incredible work that’s been done for 
mental health awareness and suicide 
prevention, and I’m proud to be a small 
part of it. So thank you for honoring me 
with the Valiant Award, and thank you 
everyone who lent their voices to this 
noble cause, and also, it’s not too late to 
give to AFSP, and for those who are 
struggling, please know that there are 
people who can help support you and 
that you are not alone.”  
 
Fans of Snyder raised over $500,000 for 
AFSP through SnyderCut-related 
merchandise and artwork such 
InkToThePeople t-shirts and apparel, 
and also directly on the Autumn Snyder 
Tribute Fund donation page, which 
shows over $70,000 raised. 

The American Foundation For 
Suicide Prevention’s mission

As an organization, we truly believe it is 
important to give back and support 
causes that help others. The fourth 
Annual Hollywood Critics Association 
Film Awards presented filmmaker Zack 
Snyder with the Valiant Award at the 
HCA Film Awards on Friday March 5, 
2021 in recognition for mental health 

awareness activism. We want to use 
our platform to help raise funds for the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention. We hope you can join us in 
supporting this important organization 
that helps save thousands of lives on a 
daily basis by contributing to the 
Autumn Snyder Tribute Fund.

To donate, visit –– https://afsp.donordrive.com/campaign/Autumn-Snyder-Tribute-
Fund

@DailyPlanetDC | 5
Original art by Cristián Arriagada 

Director Zack Snyder

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikZ0i_F99tc
https://afsp.donordrive.com/campaign/Autumn-Snyder-Tribute-Fund
https://afsp.donordrive.com/campaign/Autumn-Snyder-Tribute-Fund
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The road to the ‘Snyder Cut’

FFor decades, the Justice League has 
saved humanity from the worst threats 
it has ever faced, from alien warlords to 

ancient demons and powerful sorcerers, to 
the God of Evil himself, Darkseid. And every 
time, they have overcome the odds and 
saved the human race. One foe, however, 
altered their emergence onto the big 
screen time and time again, and this time it 
was humanity's turn to rescue the world's 
greatest heroes.  

When “Justice League” premiered in 2017, it 
was a critical flop. It’s creative direction, lax 
storyline and cheap styled special effects 
felt completely off. The film was starkly 
different from the stories expressed before 
in the movies leading up to its premiere. 

Recognizing this tonal shift, fans called for 
the release of the film’s original director's 
cut. The Snyder Cut. In an effort to achieve 
such an endeavor, an enormous campaign 
was launched and the world of 
entertainment hasn’t been the same since.  

In an article published by the Wall Street 
Journal on April 27, 2014, Warner Bros. 
President of Worldwide Production Greg 
Silverman confirmed that Snyder will be 
directing Justice League, which was still in 
its early developmental stages.  

“It will be a further expansion of this 
universe," Silverman told the Wall Street 
Journal. "'Superman vs Batman' will lead 
into 'Justice League.'"

How a fan movement pushing for the release of “Zack Snyder’s 
Justice League” changed the world

Zack Benz and Sam Kentman

6 | @DailyPlanetDC Photo’s courtesy of Warner Media. Alterations by  DCFilmsUnited
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At the time, the conceptualized title for 
“Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice” was 
“Superman vs Batman” but received its 
official moniker on May 21, 2014. The film, 
which was originally planned to be a sequel 
to “Man of Steel,” was originally announced 
at the San Diego Comic-Con on July 20, 
2013. 
 
Following the official title announcement 
for “Batman v Superman,” Warner Bros. 
revealed their planned slate of universe 
building films to shareholders on Oct. 15, 
2014. The DC films slate at the time 
included “Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice” (2016), “Suicide Squad” (2016), 
“Wonder Woman” (2017), “Justice League: 
Part One” (2017), ‘“The Flash” (2018), 
“Aquaman” (2018), “Shazam” (2019), “Justice 
League: Part Two” (2019), “Cyborg” (2020), 

and “Green Lantern” (2020). Of course, we 
all know those plans changed. 

From conceptualization to conception, 2016 
truly was the dawn of the DCEU. When 
“Batman v Superman” premiered March 25, 
2016, fans were introduced to live action 
versions of their favorite DC characters. In a 
universe building epic, we were introduced 
to Gal Gadot’s Wonder Woman, Ben 
Affleck’s Batman, Ray Fisher’s Cyborg, Ezra 
Miller’s Flash, Jason Momoa’s Aquaman and 
more.  

All heroes introduced in “Batman v 
Superman” were slated to return to their 
respective roles for Zack Snyder’s upcoming 
project, “Justice League: Part One,” which 
was set to start filming in April, with Ben 
Affleck boosted to an Executive Producer 
role.  

Continued on page 8

“
“You know as well as I do that none of this would 

be at all possible without your incredible 
dedication and incredible perseverance.”

Zack Snyder

@DailyPlanetDC | 7
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Continued from page 7 

As production on “Justice League” 
commenced, a new, critical cloud shrouded 
over the dusk of this bold new universe. 
After the destruction in “Man of Steel,” and 
the dark aftermath witnessed in “Batman v 
Superman,” some critics thought Zack 
Snyder’s take on the DC universe was too 
dark and surreal.  

It lacked the fanciful nature of superheroes. 
However incorrect they may have been, the 
proverbial damage was done and the 
studio started looking into creating a 
“lighter” cinematic experience. This new 
direction is spearheaded by Geoff Johns 
and Jon Berg who were announced as co-
heads of the newly created DC Films 
division at Warner Bros. Pictures in May, 
2016.  

Meanwhile, Zack Snyder is still hard at work 
on “Justice League,” sharing regular 
updates on Vero. He teases the film's 
villains, Mother Boxes and the director even 
calls the film a “complete movie” while also 
stating a sequel is still on track.  

On Oct. 7, 2016, Snyder shared a behind-
the-scenes production video with the 
caption “Last day filming in the UK. It has 
been an amazing shoot. Big thanks to 
everyone involved! #JusticeLeague" on 
Twitter. He also announced that production 
would be moving on to Iceland, where he 
later shared a photo of Aquaman actor 
Jason Momoa with the caption “One King.” 

Continued on page 9 

“
“I have a second 

chance, Lo. I’m not 
going to waste it.”

Henry Cavill  
as Superman 

Henry gained international stardom for his 
dual role as Clark Kent and Superman in 
Warner Bros. “Man of Steel,” “Justice League” 
and “Batman v Superman.” He is currently in 
production on the second season of the hit 
Netflix drama series, “The Witcher.” 
 
The first season, anchored by Cavill’s 
performance as Geralt of Rivia, was the 
streamer’s second most watched premiere 
series of all time. Most recently, he starred as 
Sherlock Holmes in Netflix’s “Enola Holmes,” 
opposite Millie Bobby Brown and Sam 
Claflin. The film was the biggest first day 
opening Netflix title in 2020 and was 
watched by over 76 million households in its 
first four weeks of release. Cavill’s other film 
credits include “Paramount’s Mission: 
Impossible – Fallout,” opposite Tom Cruise. 
Henry is considered one of the best 
Superman’s to date.  

8 | @DailyPlanetDC
Photo’s courtesy of Warner Media. Alterations by  DCFilmsUnited
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““You’ve fulfilled 
your promise.”

Ben Affleck  
as Batman 

Ben has been recognized for his long-
standing career as a director, actor, writer, 
and producer as a recipient of two Academy 
Awards, three Golden Globe Awards, two 
BAFTA Awards, and two Screen Actors Guild 
Awards.  
 
Affleck’s upcoming projects include Ridley 
Scott’s “The Last Duel” alongside Matt 
Damon, Jodie Comer and Adam Driver in 
October 2021, Adrian Lyne’s “Deep Water”, 
and Robert Rodriguez’s Action Thriller 
“Hypnotic.” Affleck recently received critical 
acclaim along with a Best Actor Critics 
Choice nomination for his work in Gavin 
O'Connor’s “The Way Back.” In addition to 
producing Season 2 of Showtime’s popular 
Boston- based drama series “City on a Hill” 
with Matt Damon (returning in March 2021), 
Affleck is currently in Boston filming George 
Clooney’s “The Tender Bar.” 

Continued from page 8 
 
The following week, “Justice League’s” 
filming finally concluded as the cast and 
crew celebrated the event with a wrap 
party, where Momoa shared a shirtless 
picture of himself thanking all involved for 
the experience. 

Although filming had finished, production 
was far from over and Zack Snyder would 
spend the following months perfecting his 
film. As 2016 drew to a close, the director 
shared a first look at the blockbuster while 
doing post-production work with the 
caption "Working in the dark" on Vero. 

As production continued, Snyder shared a 
photo of the coloring process with the 
caption “Down at CO3 with Stefan” on Vero. 
Cinematographer Larry Fong later tweeted 
a response to the Vero post. “Hey kids, this 
is how movies get their final look, in a 
digital intermediate suite, shot by shot, no 
‘filters,” on Twitter. 

Snyder continued to share photos of the 
work on Vero. In early March Zack shared 
two photos of Jason Momoa’s Aquaman on 
Vero, stressing the character isn’t strictly 
CGI in his underwater dialog.  
 
“People are wondering if he was CG or not,” 
Snyder posted. “He’s not... Hair and 
environment CG otherwise all Jason.” 
 
The Snyder’s, and their team, continued 
working diligently on the film, but an 

Continued on page 10 
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““I belong to  
no one”

Gal Gadot  
as Wonder Woman 

Gal is rapidly emerging as one of 
Hollywood’s most engaging and sought-
after talents.  She debuted as Diana/
Wonder Woman in the blockbuster 
“Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice,” and 
in 2017, she starred again in the role in the 
first-ever “Wonder Woman” feature, which 
was the highest grossing film of the season, 
taking in more than $820 million 
worldwide.  
 
For her role as Diana/Wonder Woman, she 
won the Rising Star Award at the Palm 
Springs International Film Festival and the 
2018 #SeeHer Award at the Broadcast Film 
Critics Association Awards. She also won the 
2018 MTV Movie + TV Award for Best Fight 
and the 2017 Teen Choice Award for Choice 
Movie Actress: Action.  “Wonder Woman” 
was honored with the spotlight award at 
the 2017 National Board of Review.

Continued from page 9 

unexpected family tragedy resulted in their 
priorities shifting towards home. 
 
On March 12, 2017, Zack Snyder’s daughter, 
Autumn Snyder, passed away at age 20. She 
had a passion for charities such as Write-A-
Thon To End Homelessness For Mothers 
and Their Children and the Elizabeth House 
Shelter in Pasadena for pregnant women 
experiencing homelessness. 
 
Soon after, both Zack and his wife Deborah, 
who has been working as a producer 
alongside her husband, announced that 
they would be stepping back from the 
“Justice League” film. In an interview with 
Borys Kit of The Hollywood Reporter, Toby 
Emmerich, Warner Bros. Pictures’ President 
at the time, announced that Marvel 
Cinematic Universe alum Joss Whedon, will 
finish the movie.  
 
“The directing is minimal and it has to 
adhere to the style and tone and the 
template that Zack set,” Emmerich told the 
Hollywood Reporter. “We’re not introducing 
any new characters. It’s the same 
characters in some new scenes. He’s 
handing the baton to Joss, but the course 
has really been set by Zack. I still believe 
that despite this tragedy, we’ll still end up 
with a great movie.”  
 
The truth, however, always comes out.  
 
“I just was kind of done with it,” Snyder told 
 
Continued on page 11 

10 | @DailyPlanetDC
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“
“You can’t turn 

your back on the 
world forever.”

Jason Momoa  
as Aquaman 

Jason is one of Hollywood’s leading men, 
most recently starring in the title role of the 
billion dollar blockbuster “Aquaman.”  He 
also voiced the character in the animated 
feature “The LEGO® Movie 2: The Second 
Part.”  Next for Momoa is this fall’s epic 
action adventure “Dune.”  He was recently 
seen in “See,” Apple TV’s drama series in 
which he plays the lead character of Baba 
Voss, the warrior leader, where 600 years in 
the future all humanity has lost the sense of 
sight and have adapted to new ways to 
survive.  
 
Momoa starred as the lead in Netflix’s 
action/adventure series “Frontier,” and 
played an integral role in launching HBO’s 
Emmy-winning “Game of Thrones” with his 
performance as Dothraki warlord Khal 
Drogo.  Momoa also appeared in “The Bad 
Batch” and co-wrote, co-produced, directed 
and starred in “Road to Paloma,” a road-
tale, character-driven thriller shot 
throughout the American Southwest.

Continued from page 10 

writer Sean O’Connell years later. “I was in 
this place of [knowing] my family needs me 
more than this bullshit, and I just need to 
honor them and do the best I can to heal 
that world.” 
 
When “Justice League” premiered in 
theaters Nov. 17, 2017, it revealed just how 
much the studio, and Whedon, had 
changed. The result was a botched 
cinematic experience that let a lot of fans 
down. 
 
As a result, DC lovers launched an online 
petition titled “Zack Snyder's Director's Cut 
and Tom Holkenborg's (Junkie XL) Score for 
Home Release” on change.org. The petition 
had 179,161 supporters. 
 
Soon after a rippling effect began to wave 
through the world wide web. Fans 
campaigned for the release of Snyder’s full 
vision and pushed for Warner Bros. 
acknowledgement. 
 
As 2018 rolled out, never before seen 
photos, clips and stills were being revealed 
by Snyder, and stars of the film, granting 
fans a simple glimpse of what could’ve 
been. Outraged by what they were missing, 
fans echoed their outcry for the Snyder Cut 
at volumes never seen before. 
 
Continued on page 12 
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“
“I’m not broken, 

and I’m not 
alone.”

Ray Fisher  
as Cyborg 

Ray is best known for his breakout role as 
‘Victor Stone/Cyborg’ in Warner Bros.’ DC 
Cinematic Universe. ‘Cyborg’ is first 
introduced in “Batman v Superman” and 
was last seen in “Justice League,” where 
Fisher starred alongside Ben Affleck, Jason 
Momoa, Gal Gadot, and Ezra Miller. On the 
small screen, Fisher recently starred in the 
third installment of HBO’s Emmy Award 
winning series “True Detective” opposite 
Mahershala Ali, Carmen Ejogo and Stephen 
Dorff. A seasoned theater actor as well, Ray 
made his mark on stage earning rave 
reviews for his portrayal of Muhammed Ali 
in the Off-Broadway production, “Fetch 
Clay, Make Man” from Tony-Award winning 
director, Des McAnuff.   
 
Currently, Ray is shooting one of the leads 
of the highly anticipated ABC limited Series, 
“Women of the Movement” for Jay-Z and 
Will Smith, while also calling for Warner 
Media’s “accountability over 
entertainment.” 

Continued from page 11 

A collective coursed forward with great 
momentum, raising awareness for 
countless charities along the way. Many 
reports have stated that the movement 
would be troublesome for Hollywood, but 
the reverse is actually true. 
 
Fans recognized that studios produce these 
products due to demand, so they 
demanded change. They demanded 
creativity over all else, and later they 
demanded accountability over 
entertainment. 
 
Throughout the remainder of 2018 Snyder 
followers were rewarded with more and 
more samplings of his original cut. The 
waves pushing against Warner Bros. began 
to call attention to the film and the 
#ReleaseTheSnyderCut movement grew 
exponentially.  
 
A resulting onslaught brought on by nay 
sayers and studio heads attempted to push 
back against the tide. Hit pieces against the 
movement were published and articles 
commenting on the ”negative” effects the 
demand for the director’s cut would have 
on Hollywood.  

But the negativity was flushed out by the 
positive outcry conducted by an army of  
 
Continued on page 13 
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“
“You can be 

whatever you 
want to be.”

Ezra Miller  
as The Flash 

Ezra is an artist, actor, musician, songwriter, 
and creator.  Since his breakthrough in 2012, 
his name has become synonymous with 
the ability to bring rich, eclectic, multi-
faceted characters to life. He is currently 
cast as Barry Allen a.k.a. The Flash in the DC 
Universe.  As The Flash, Miller starred in the 
“Justice League” film alongside Gal Gadot, 
Ben Affleck, Ray Fisher, and Jason Momoa, 
following his character’s surprise 
appearances in “Batman v Superman” and 
“Suicide Squad.” Additionally, Miller 
currently stars in the Harry Potter spin-off 
franchise “Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them” as Credence for Warner Bros., 
alongside Eddie Redmayne, Colin Farrell, 
Jude Law and more.  
 
When he is not acting, Ezra is a passionate 
musician and tours with his band Sons of 
An Illustrious Father.

Continued from page 12 

Snyder supporters. They were determined 
to achieve the impossible. And they did.  
 
Over the Summer of 2020, during a live 
interactive screening of his 2013 film “Man 
of Steel,” Director Zack Snyder announced 
that his cut of the film was finally being 
released to HBO Max. 
 
But the fight wasn’t over. Fans continued to 
demand for the restoration of Snyder’s 
vision for the franchise. 
#RestoreTheSnyderVerse became the next 
rallying cry while fans awaited the highly 
anticipated “Zack Snyder’s Justice League.” 
 
Finally, the movie that was promised 
premiered. 
 
But the ride's not over yet. Fans of DC films 
are pushing for the Release of the "Ayer 
Cut" and demanding for the powers that be 
to Restore the “Snyderverse” with spin-offs 
for "Batman Versus Deathstroke" and a solo 
"Cyborg" movie.  
 
The world needs these mythic heroes to 
inspire us, and here's to hoping we see 
more of them. 
 
Restore the “Snyderverse” and bring back 
our heroes. 
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Revisiting the show 
over a decade later
Brianna Taggart 
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Dear 11-year-old past me, today will be 
different. 
 
Today, I won’t get to hate on “The Vampire 
Diaries” characters just because they come 
between my favorite relationships. I won’t 
have to hope that Katherine stays away 
from Mystic Falls, simply because I think 
she’s “mean.” I won’t live in fear that Klaus 
and his family will kill my favorite 
characters. They’re my favorite now 
anyway. 
 
I won’t get to cry, shake my fists or swoon 
at toxic character traits I thought were fine 
in elementary and middle school. I’ve 
moved on. I’ve grown as a person. 
 
The story might have been told. The journal 
of that chapter in my life might have been 
written, but that doesn't mean I can’t write 
a new one. 
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OOK, on a real note, I’ve changed a lot 
since fifth grade. 
 

“The Vampire Diaries” aired in 2009, back 
when vampires roamed stories freely and 
werewolves howled through the nights. 
“Twilight” was all the rage. Love triangles 
were a fairly new concept to me, and my 
older sister insisted I watch this new 
series with her. While I first complained 
about it, I was immediately sucked in. It 
took over my life and I stuck with it until 
the show concluded in 2017, my first year 
in college. 
 
This show has been a real journey for me. 
It will always hold a special place in my 
heart, but it didn’t always hold a special 
place in the world of television. There was 
a lot of disgust that surrounded the 
whole “teen vampire romance” genre, but 
now this show’s popular again. 
 
Is it Gen-Z discovering it or Millennials 
living in nostalgia that has popularized it 
again? Either way, I’m here for all of it. 
 
I recently rewatched the show’s first three 
seasons, and I was shocked. There’s 
something magical about watching your 
favorite series over a decade after its 
initial premiere. Just when I thought its 
fangs released me, a random feeling 
lured me back to the pilot episode and I 
was compelled by its story all over again. 
 
However, I’ve come to some very different 
conclusions at 23 years old. 
 
Here are how my “The Vampire Diaries” 
opinions have changed since I was a 
preteen (this are all related to the first 
three seasons): 

Damon is problematic 
Damon “hello brother” Salvatore is 
terrible. Everything he did to Caroline was 
horrific, and no one in the show should’ve 
forgiven him for that or forget about that 
storyline as quickly as they did (I’m 
looking at you, TV writers). 
 
Damon’s even bad at being the bad boy. 
He loves to talk about how he’s willing to 
have collateral damage if it means 
protecting Elena. However, his plans 
make things worse more often than 
naught while still getting people killed. 

Steffan Salvatore is 
the superior brother 
Stefan “I was feeling epic” Salvatore is my 
new favorite brother, hands down. 
 

He ensures people have agency. He lets 
them make their own decisions and 
respects them for it. Yes, he can be 
judgmental toward other vampires, but 
he stays calm. Even when Klaus forces 
Stefan to turn his humanity off in season 
three, he still tries to protect Elena and 
allow her to make her own choices 
(which Damon doesn’t do even with his 
humanity turned on, just saying). 
 
He doesn’t randomly kill people on a 
whim. He tries to understand different 
perspectives. He’s willing to sacrifice 
himself if it means saving people. I don’t 
think “The Vampire Diaries” is a story 
about a girl and two brothers. I think it’s 
about Stefan’s growth and his heroic 
journey. 

Elena Gilbert is the 
worst 
It boggles my mind that Elena used to be 
one of my favorite characters. I dreamt of 
being like her –– dramatically writing in a 
journal, sitting on a window sill, while two 
gorgeous, magical brothers fight over 
me. I mean, that last part sounds kind of 
nice, but she always dragged her friends 
into her messes to save these two men. 
 
Why were there so many 17-year-olds 
risking their lives to save two men who 
were over 100 years old? It doesn’t make 
sense to me. 
 
Elena was so used to everyone dropping 
everything in an instant for her that she 
never really learned how to be a real 
friend. She always expected people to 
automatically do things for her and 
would heavily judge them if they didn’t. 
Elena’s the woman embodiment of the 
“nice guy syndrome.” She felt entitled to 
things because she saw herself as the 
“girl next door” when she was actually 
manipulative. 

Caroline Forbes is the 
female lead we all 
deserve 
I hate how annoyed I got with her when I 
was 13. I clearly didn’t have taste back 
then. She’s strong, tells people how it is, 
stands up for her friends and is loyal to 
the very end.  
 
Season one Caroline still bothers me a 
little, but that’s all part of her charm. We 
get to see her grow, gain confidence and 
stand up for herself as the series goes on. 

She has the best character arc on the 
show hands down, and will always be the 
female lead for me. 
 
I would take a wooden bullet or stake to 
the heart for vampire Caroline, and I 
stand by that.

Justice for Bonnie 
Bennett  
Say it with me: Bonnie Bennett deserved 
better. 
 
Bonnie was constantly used as a plot 
device to further the stories of her white 
characters’ counterparts. She never really 
had agency of her own, and her power –– 
some of the strongest around from her 
being a Bennett witch –– was mostly 
used to save Stefan and Damon after 
Elena begged her to. 
 
Bonnie’s grams died after they opened 
the tomb to reunite Damon with 
Katherine just for Katherine to have never 
been there in the first place. Then Damon 
physically hurts Bonnie himself and Elena 
begs her to forgive him. She also puts 
herself in harm’s way to save Elena from 
Klaus’ sacrificial ritual in season two.  
 
Bonnie is either in the show to risk her life 
to save everyone with her powers or act 
as Jeremy’s love interest to show he’s 
growing as a person. 
 
Then, when she needs to grieve her 
losses and gain back strength, the show 
forgets about her and makes her 
randomly disappear for episodes at a 
time. I noticed it a bit when I was 
younger, but it’s almost all I notice now. 
It’s blinding how much disregard the 
series has for her when she’s the main 
reason most of it exists. Don’t even get 
me started on how “Legacies” left her out 
of their “The Vampire Diaries” musical 
episode.

Alaric Saltzman gives 
me the heebie jeebies 
Alaric Saltzman, a man in his 20s, should 
not have befriended his history 
students. A grown man spending his 
weekends getting drunk, walking around 
shirtless and eating ice cream in the 
middle of the night at his student’s house 
is not normal. Caroline, one of his past 
students, becoming the surrogate for his 
dead wife’s witchy twins is a big ol’ red 
flag. Nope, I don’t like it at all. I used to 
love him, but now he just creeps me out.
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TV is like food. 
 
Some shows are your guilty pleasures like that 
pint of chocolate ice cream sitting in your 
freezer. Some shows take commitment and a 
lot of time like that homemade pasta you’ve 
been tempted to make. 
 
Then there are shows that are like potato chips. 
They have short, entertaining episodes, and 
before you know it, you’ve finished the entire 
season.  
 
It can be hard starting a new series sometimes, 
so here are some of my recent favorites you can 
consume in one sitting. 
 
 

Search Party 

 
––Network/Platform: HBO Max 
––Genre(s): Dark comedy, mystery, thriller 
 
This is my new favorite show this year. It’s 
compelling, mind-bending, oddly relatable and 
completely hilarious. The first season follows 20-
something-year-old Dory as she drags her 
friends on an investigation to find a missing 
woman they went to college with who they 
barely know. 

 

Ted Lasso 

 
––Network/Platform: Apple TV+ 
––Genre(s): Sport sitcom 
 
“Ted Lasso” always manages to put a smile on 
my face. It’s about an NFL coach who gets a job 
coaching a soccer team in London. He’s kind 
and positive, which has been the exact type of 
energy I’ve needed lately. It’s fun to see how the 
team grows together to reconcile their 
differences. 
 

On My Block 

 
––Network/Platform: Netflix 
––Genre(s): Drama, comedy 
 
“On My Block” is a myriad of things. It’s 
dramatic. It’s funny. It’s sad. It’s suspenseful. It’s 
action-packed. It’s all of these things put 
together to create such a riveting series I 
couldn’t look away from. It follows a group of 
friends as they navigate high school, treasure 
hunting, relationships, loss and identity all in the 
setting of their block filled with rivalry gangs. 
 
 

 

Never Have I Ever 

 
––Network/Platform: Netflix 
––Genre(s): Drama, comedy 
 
“Never Have I Ever” is all about Indian-American 
teenager Devi Vishwakumar dealing with 
changing relationships with her friends while 
grieving the loss of her father. On the shallow 
surface, it’s about Devi looking for a boyfriend. 
However, it’s really about Devi distracting herself 
from what she really feels. 
 

Men in Kilts 

 
––Network/Platform: Starz 
––Genre(s): Travel 
 
“Men in Kilts” is a light-hearted travel series that 
follows “Outlander” stars Sam Heughan and 
Graham McTavish’s road trip through Scotland. 
Each episode is dedicated to a different theme 
of Scottish culture, and the audience gets to 
learn more about the country’s history 
alongside Heughan and McTavish. It’s fun, silly 
and has turned into one of my top comfort 
shows. 

The Mikaelsons are 
cooler than the 
Salvatores 
Stefan and Damon are so dramatic for 
being vampires as young as they are. It’s 
hard to believe how many times they 
honestly believed they would defeat the 
1,000-year-old original family. They were 
always so cocky, and it was so 
undeserved. 
 
The Mikaelsons were brilliant to watch 
though. We all have our favorite –– mine 
is Kol, though I am a big Klaus and 
Caroline shipper. Their dynamics are just 
so complex and intriguing. I’m so happy 
their spinoff “The Originals” was so 
successful. 

Katherina Pierce is an 
icon 
There was a time Katherine Pierce/
Katerina Patrova annoyed me. That time 

is far in the past now. She’s strong, didn’t 
limit herself for men and had iconic lines 
and style. I stan. 
 
If her character was created today, she’d 
most likely be the main character. 
Unfortunately, internalized misogyny 
ostracized her from Mystic Falls in the 
early 2010s, because people couldn’t 
handle all the power she brought to the 
table. 

Mason Lockwood is a 
good dude 
I used to make fun of Mason so much 
during his short-lived time in season two 
with my friends in middle school. Why? 
Because Damon made fun of him with 
werewolf jokes, he dated Katherine and I 
didn’t know much about him. Those are 
terrible reasons not to like a character. 
 
All he wanted to do was help Tyler with 
his werewolf transition and mourn his 
brother who had died the season before. 
He was even willing to forgive Damon for 
torturing him with wolfsbane to keep the 
piece in Mystic Falls. Mason probably had 

the most emotional maturity out of all 
the male characters to appear on the 
show. 

Tyler Lockwood 
didn’t deserve hate for 
being sired  
Tyler got so much hate for being sired by 
Klaus in season three even though it was 
forced upon him, and he couldn’t control 
it.  
 
With the snap of the neck (and some 
~drama~), Klaus turned Tyler into a 
hybrid. Then, out of rare coincidence, he 
became sired to him. Tyler did what Klaus 
told him too, because of something 
magical out of his control. Yes, he tried to 
kill Jeremy and put Elena in danger 
multiple times, but it wasn’t his fault. The 
characters treated him horribly because 
of this. 
 
I’m all for disliking Tyler because there’s a 
myriad of reasons to, but looking back, I 
find it strange that the characters chose 
this one thing to hate on him for. 

Potato Chip Pics –– 5 shows to consume in one sitting
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A year later 
More people are testing negative and feeling positive

Mira Ciganek

This time last March many 
Americans were 
attempting their first Zoom 

call and savoring their last 
maskless meal at a restaurant. 
Now, after a year of rising Covid 
cases and economic strife, there is a 
glimpse of normalcy on the horizon. 
But instead of making ambitious post 
pandemic plans, many are focusing on 
the silver linings of the past year. 
 
This unexpected positivity in such 
uncertain times was discerned through a 
series of questions posed in person and 
through social media. People were asked, 
“What are you looking forward to most 
after the pandemic?” and “What was 
something positive that happened to you 
as a result of it?”  
 
Almost everyone answered the first 
question in just a few words. They were 
looking forward to traveling again, seeing 
family and friends, and meeting new 
people. Surprisingly, the second question 
garnered far more enthusiastic 
responses. Over the past year, it  
appeared as though many had fostered 
an environment of positivity and growth. 
 
After spending the first few months of 
quarantine alone in her apartment, Eva 
Wright, 21, decided to look for someone 
to pass the time with. She ended up 
meeting her boyfriend. “The pandemic 
really taught us a lot about open 
communication and finding joy in the 
simple presence of each other,” said 
Wright. “I couldn’t be happier.” She 

described it as the best thing that has 
ever happened to her, pandemic aside. 
 
In addition to exploring new 
relationships, many people emphasized 
an appreciation for personal growth. 
Anna Kireeva, 29, loved the extra “me 
time” she had during quarantine to 
dedicate to the tasks and pastimes she 
was usually too busy to accomplish. “It 
was a year of discovering and 
reevaluating what matters in my life,” she 
explained. 
 
While Kireeva revisited old hobbies, 
others picked up new ones. Mitchell 
Levine, 59, took to learning Ikebana, the 
Japanese art of flower arrangement. “I 
found a teacher and we began studies in 
person and later switched to using 
FaceTime,” he said. “For me it is a 
relaxing and refreshing meditative 
practice.” 
 
Whether it was picking up a new skill 
or a new partner, everyone was eager 
to share the unexpected ways their 
lives had improved over the last year. 

While somewhat surprising, this 
improved attitude was in no way 
unwarranted. Cases are now beginning 
to decline and job growth is slowly  
returning due the recent rollout of 
vaccines, as well as continued mask 
wearing and social distancing. 
 
There is still a long way to go before the 
country can return to the status quo. 
Many people have lost their livelihoods 
and loved ones to the pandemic, and 
these irreparable damages can’t go 
overlooked.  
 
In spite of the hardships of the past year, 
however, many people have also 
developed valuable relationships and 
pastimes. Hopefully these will remain 
with us, even after the return of guilt free 
indoor dining and working anywhere but 
from home. Until then, we can work on 
keeping the cases down and the moods 
up.   
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Nickelodeon recently announced the 
launch of "Avatar Studios," a newly 
developed division whose mission 

is to create original content that resides 
in the Avatar world. Avatar Studios will be 
the home to original animated series and 
movies that will be set in the same 
universe as Avatar: The Last Airbender 
and its sequel series, The Legend of 
Korra.  
 
The mastermind behind the original 
series and its female-led sequel, 
Michael DiMartino and Bryan 
Konietzko, will serve as co-
chief creative officers of 
Avatar Studios. They will 
report to Ramsey Naito, 
President of Nickelodeon 
Animation, Deadline 
reports. 
 
For Nickelodeon and 
its parent company, 
ViacomCBS, obtaining 
exclusive Avatar 
content is a huge 
stepping stone for 
ViacomCBS’s newest 
streaming service, 
ParamountPlus. Avatar 
Studio will be producing 
content for the streaming 
service, as well as Nickelodeon and 
third party platforms. 
 
Initially, the company's business move is 
to license out a number of its shows and 
films non-exclusively. When Avatar and 
Legend of Korra returned to Netflix, there 
was a chance subscribers associated the 
show with the streaming service. Avatar 
the last Airbender became the most 
watched show on Netflix in May 2020 
 
Avatar: The Last Airbender is an 
American-animated series that follows 
the adventures of the main protagonist, 
Aang who is the last Airbender, and his 
friends. Together, they must save the 
world by defeating Fire Lord Ozai and 
ending the 100 year war with the Fire 
Nation. The series ran for 3 seasons 
between 2005 and 2008. 
 
The series was followed with a 2012 
sequel, The Legend of Korra, which is set 
70 years after the story of Aang, follows 
the next  Avatar, a female from the 
Southern Water Tribe named Korra and 
her friends as she battles foe on both a 
spiritual level and political level. The first 
season drew in a fandom of 3.8 million 

viewers per episode, the highest 
numbers for an animated series in the 
2012 television series, according to a 
report from Variety.  
 
“’Avatar: The Last Airbender’ and ‘Korra’ 
have grown at least ten-fold in popularity 
since their original hit runs on 
Nickelodeon, and Ramsey Naito and I are 
incredibly excited to have Mike and 
Bryan’s genius talent on board to helm a 
studio devoted to expanding their 
characters and world into new content 
and formats for fans everywhere,” said 
Brian Robbins, who serves as president of 
ViacomCBS Kids & Family. “Creator-driven 
stories and characters have long been the 
hallmarks of Nickelodeon, and Avatar 
Studios is a way to give Mike and Bryan 
the resources and runway to open up 
their imaginations even more and dive 
deeper into the action and mythology of 
Avatar as we simultaneously expand 
upon that world and the world of content 
available on Paramount+ and 
Nickelodeon.” 

 
Netflix is currently working on a live-
action version of the original avatar series 
without the help of DiMartino and 
Konietzko. The Netflix series was first 
ordered in 2018. In August 2020, both 
creators exited out of the project due to 
creative differences. The Netflix series will 
not have any connection to Avatar 
Studios as of now. 
 
Avatar Studio's first project is an 
animated theatrical film that is 
reportedly set to start production later in 
the 2021 year.  

Avatar Studios  
The beginning of a fan-favorite era

N
By Jahlil Rush
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Cardi B breaks history as first 
female rapper to hit Diamond
Belcalis Almanzar, better known as Cardi B, made 
history when it was announced that her breakout 
single “Bodak Yellow” had been certified diamond by 
the Recording Industry Association, the first for any 
female rapper. 

M’Niyah Lynn
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The announcement was first made 
by RIAA in a tweet on March 9 that 
said, “Congratulations to 

@iamcardib, the first female rapper to 
achieve a RIAA [diamond emoji] single 
award! #BodakYellow @AtlanticRecords.” 
 
A diamond certification means that a 
single moved 10 million units, Yahoo! Life 
said. This means that the record was 
certified 10x Platinum. With this 
distinction, Almanzar’s name is now 
alongside artists like Justin Bieber, 
Eminem, Lady Gaga, Katy Perry, Lorde 
and several others. 
 
“HUGE congrats to @iamcardib as her 
smash hit #BodakYellow is now certified 
diamond!” Atlantic Records said. 
 
Almanzar’s fans speculated about the 
certification before she said it herself. 
 
The rapper took to Twitter to reveal the 
news to her fans and celebrate her 
excitement with them. In a series of 

tweets, Almanzar expressed her gratitude 
to fans for helping with her 
accomplishment in a video.  
 
“I just want to say thank you guys so 
much because without you guys, this 
wouldn’t happen like this really made my 
day,” Almanzar said. 
 
Not only did Almanzar enjoy the new 
record she set with the single, but she 
also celebrated her song “WAP,” featuring 
Megan Thee Stallion, which has gone 5x 
platinum, Entertainment Weekly said. 
She is no stranger to making history 
either. 
 
For instance, Almanzar has made history 
for being the first female rapper to have a 
No. 1 hit in two different decades and the 
first female solo artist to win a Grammy in 
the category for Best Rap Album, 
Entertainment Weekly mentioned.  
 
“Bodak Yellow” was released back in June 
2017. The single eventually went on to 
become the lead single from her debut 
studio album Invasion of Privacy.  
 
Some people felt that Almanzar didn’t 
give enough credit to rapper Kodak Black 
for her diamond certification because her 
song was inspired by Black’s “No Flockin.” 
Almanzar explained that she gave Black 
credit on the song and that they were 
“both getting rich with the song till [they] 
die,” she said in a tweet.  
 
“.@iamcardib really IS the most hated 
user on this app for no reason. like 
whyyyy are ppl so pressed bc a woman is 
more successful than you, MAKE IT MAKE 
SENSE,” one Twitter user wrote.  
 
Many celebrities congratulated the artist 
for her achievement including Megan 
Thee Stallion, G-Eazy and Lil Yachty. 
 
At the time of its release, “Bodak Yellow'' 
became popular and quickly turned into 

a chart topping success. The single 
helped to propel Almanzar into the more 
mainstream music industry and to give 
her an identity outside of her television 
exposure from the VH1 show, Love & Hip 
Hop: New York, which she was on for two 
seasons, seasons 6 and 7. 
 
The New York Times argued that this 
single allowed Almanzar to carve her own 
lane in the music industry. It was 
Almanzar’ approach to the verses and her 
relatable roots that contributed to her 
success. Specifically, the NYT said that 
Almanzar was guided by the “blunt 
doom-and-gloom beat” where she 
worked in a “palpable rhythm of inhale 
and exhale, making for an entrancing 
rhythm.”  
 
The fact that Almanzar’s artistic choices 
for the song were able to turn into 
success on the charts was something 
new—“without a meme, without a dance”
— made the attention that the song got 
almost strange, chart manager at 
Billboard Trevor Anderson said to the 
NYT. 
 
Prior to “Bodak Yellow,” Almanzar 
released Gangsta Bitch Music, Vol. 1 in 
2016 and Gangsta Bitch Music, Vol. 2 in 
2017. These were her mixtapes.   
 
Also, the song solidified its legacy when it 
became No. 1 in October 2017. Almanzar 
had become “the first female rapper to 
top the all-genre tally without any other 
credited artists in nearly 20 years, since 
Lauryn Hill's first solo entry, "Doo Wop 
(That Thing)," with its Nov. 14, 1998, debut 
at No. 1,” Billboard said. 
 
Almanzar has sustained relevance on the 
charts. In fact, Almanzar’s single “Up” that 
dropped in February has spent four 
weeks on the Billboard 100 so far. 
Additionally, the song peaked at No. 2 on 
the chart and remains there for the week 
of March 13.   
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Whether it is a hero, a villain, or a 
supporting character, comic 
writers, artists, and TV show 

creators have placed a huge emphasis on 
characters' trauma and mental health 
battles. Two notable examples are 
“WandaVision” and “Superman and Lois.” 
 
In addition to comic book media reflecting 
reality, we felt “WandaVision” was a homage 
and passionate love letter to the gold 
standards of television royalty. However, the 
more we invested in the new Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU), we started to 
see a deeper meaning of social 
commentary unfolding through the 
conduit of the series protagonist Wanda 
and Vision to a degree in his own right.  
 
While “Superman and Lois” was built upon 
the humanity of characters some would 
deem as gods. 

Wanda’s journey to healing 
from her trauma 

We felt Wanda was the symbol of grief and 
coping with loss, but then we realized that 
Vision’s presence in the series is to progress 
the therapy of Wanda. His false humanity is 
another sign in the direction of what we 
discard to achieve a perfect life, but one 
based on lies and fear. However, after a long 
stride of being dealt little doses of 
exposition in the form of metaphorical 
commercials, it was refreshing to realize 
this thesis was paying off.  

For example, the first episode was set to the 
tone and imagery of the “Dick Van Dyke 
Show” but upon inspection, the similarities 
of coping with the perfect life while dealing 
with the sardonic life of the nuclear family 
were clear to cut through. A few episodes 
later we see the lovely family raising a 
legacy with a few kids and residing in the 
suburbs, but certain factors felt out of 
place.  

For example, it’s not plausible for Wanda 
and Vision to have kids, and he’s supposed 
to be dead from the events that transpired 
from “Avengers: Endgame,” which left 
Wanda broken and distant from her 
pseudo-family of the Avengers. The film left 

‘Superman & Lois’ and ‘WandaVision’ 
shed light on trauma and mental health

Brendan Rooney and Brian of Earth-16

Today’s comic books or comic book-related mediums have touched 
on issues on the trauma and mental health of characters. 

many wondering if Wanda was okay. The 
short answer is no. It would only make 
sense for her to create an illusion where 
she could have everything she always 
dreamed of, but with a monkey-paw deal 
like this things always go awry.  
 
However, we do think the most crucial 
episode in the series was 1x08 ‘Previously 
On…’  The latest chapter of the narrative 
was showcased as a deep-dive character 
study into the trauma that caused 
Wanda Maximoff to shed her humanity 
and be reborn as the Scarlet Witch.  
 
It was interesting to see the scars linger 
from childhood, which then acted as a 
catalyst to begin her journey into 
becoming her comic counterpart. 
However, the beauty of the series is how 
it’s constructed. Of course, the flair of the 
MCU is still prevalent, but the narrative is 
weaved as something human. The 
screenplay is so well written and brought 
to life by fantastic acting from the entire 
cast.  
 
The minute you think you understand 
the tragedy of Wanda you are thrown for 
a loop. For example, pay attention to the 
title credits when Elizabeth Olsen does 
“previously on WandaVision.” If you listen 
closely, you can hear a slight disdain in 
her voice to the point of exhaustion every 
episode after the latter. It invokes the 
question if Wanda is tired of her mirage 
being jostled by outside interference. 
One can also wonder if other factors are 
keeping her from the perfect life she 
alludes to. 
 
Interestingly enough, we know it was 
revealed that the villain Agatha Harkness 
was present in the story to force Wanda 
to relive that trauma and be the final 
step in her recovery of assimilation, but 
Agatha’s role goes deeper. We thought 
her presence was somewhat of a bad 
influence on the rehabilitation of Wanda. 
 
Now as the series turns to a close we can 
see how the events of Westview will 
either give Wanda closure or push her 
over the point of no return. Of course, as 
the audience, we can only see how she 
will react. 

Continued on page 25
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Continued from page 22 
 
WWanda starts to express that she could 
no longer feel Vision anymore. This 
epiphany is triggered after episode eight in 
which she realizes that the events of her 
getting snapped in Infinity War and 
destroying the only thing tethering her to 
reality occurred over three weeks...  
 
It would only make sense for Wanda 
to craft a reality where she 
could no longer experience 
pain, reflective of 
television sitcoms 
through a child’s 
lens. Wanda used 
her sorrow to 
weave the perfect 
life she dreamed 
of. Now the main 
question many 
need to ask 
themselves is 
Wanda ready for 
the day when she 
has to say goodbye. 
In all truth, she may 
not be able to cope 
with the pain inside of 
her which means going 
forward in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU). Wanda may start to reflect 
the cold hallowed premise of her comic 
counterpart.  
 
This brings us to the question of what does 
Agatha Harkness want with Wanda? We 
felt at times Kathryn Hahn’s performance 
from previous episodes did come off out of 
tone and touch with the environment 
attached to the time. Of course, at the end 
of episode seven, we were treated to a 
Disney villain-esque montage from 
childhood classics’ undertone with a 
musical appeal to advance and progress 
the story from Agatha’s perspective. We 
see Agatha shift into a therapist studying 
Wanda to see what makes her tick. 
 
Hahn brings a sense of dark, yet charming 
fever to the role, but the exposition of her 
arc does come off as malicious instead of 
guiding. It led to many viewers asking if 
Agatha was working for a higher power. or 
was she trying to siphon Wanda’s powers? 
But now we know Wanda has chaos magic 
and is a primordial being. An emotion of 
shock and dread was painted on Harkness’s 
face at the end of episode eight.  
 
Of course, after the events of WandaVision 

have transpired we saw Wanda forgo her 
attachment to humanity, and blossom into 
the Scarlet Witch, but it came at a price. 
Wanda understood she had to say goodbye 
to the illusion she created out of grief to 
become her comic counterpart. It left fans 
wondering how Wanda will be going 
forward till her next appearance in “Doctor 
Strange And The Multiverse Of Madness”  
 

Now that this chapter of the MCU 
novella has drawn to a close. It 

left fans wondering if the 
rest of phase four and 

other smaller Disney+ 
properties will follow 

the route of diving 
into these iconic 
characters, and 
seeing what 
makes them tick. 
While promoting 
“Marvel’s The 
Falcon And The 

Winter Soldier” 
Anthony Mackie 

touched upon the 
humanity of his 

character Sam Wilson 
in a recent interview:  

 
We felt Mackie’s quote added to 

the thesis of fiction reflecting our reality. It 
would go to solidify our thoughts of when 
the world we inhabit begins to bleed 
through the narrative of the heroes we 
emulated from our childhood.  
 
How ‘WandaVision’ shares similarities with 
‘House of M’ 
 
In addition to how “WandaVision” toes the 
line of fiction reflecting reality, the series 
shares many similarities with the 2006 six-
issue comic series “House of M” written by 
Brian Michael Bendis. The first episode of 
‘WandaVision’ has a notable easter egg 
which is the wine bottle that Wanda 
levitates when setting up dinner for her 
guests. The ‘M’ on the bottle looked exactly 
like the ‘M’ from the “House of M” comic 
series. Maison Du Mepris translates to 
House of Contempt which could read 
‘House of M.’  
 
Before the events of “House of M,” Wanda 
suffers a nervous breakdown, which causes 
her to lose control of her powers and 
inadvertently kill Hawkeye, Ant-Man, and 
Vision.  

“The Falcon is a 
regular guy who just 

happened to meet Captain 
America and volunteered as a 

fellow soldier to try and save the 
world. Sam is always Sam. The way it's 

written and the way they've been 
playing it is he's always going to be 

Sam. The great thing about the series 
is you get to learn his entire 

backstory, his life, who he is, and 
how he became Sam Wilson.” 

––Anthony Mackie 

@DailyPlanetDC | 25
Photo courtesy of Disney



Why the world needs Superman 
Superman is often referred to as the world’s greatest 
hero. The one that started it all. 

Sanjayan Karthikeyan

SSuperman is a character that has 
stayed with us for over 80 years and 
is close to the hearts of a lot of fans. 

For many, he has been the beacon of 
hope and continues to be to this day.  
 
One might ask “why is it that the 
character is dear to so many? What made 
him that way?” However, the most asked 
question when it comes to Superman 
often causes an upset amongst fans. “Is 
the character still relevant today?” 
 
Superman was an idea conceived by two 
Jewish immigrants, namely Jerome 
Seigel and Joseph Shuster, Jerry and Joe 
for short. At first, “Supes” was surprisingly 
not the character we know and love 
today, but instead a bald mad man who 
wanted to conquer the world with his 
telepathic abilities in a story called “The 
Reign of the Super-Man.” 
 
The name was inspired by the works of 
one german philosopher named Friedrich 
Wilhelm Nietzsche who was famous for 
the introduction of the concepts like the 
Übermensch, which roughly translates to 
Overman. Later, Jerry Seigle reimagined 
the character to be a force for good and 
modeled him after the Greek God, 
Hercules. That is when Superman was 
born. After a few years the world was 
introduced to a refugee from a distant 
planet who uses his powers for good in 
the pages of Action Comics no. 1, where 
the character can be seen tackling social 
issues of that era. Superman, in a way, 
was created as a warrior for social Justice 
and a hero for every person. 
 
His success was massive and the hero 
quickly became the symbol of hope to a 
struggling nation. Very soon, the 
character became greater than his 
creators had ever imagined as he was 
being featured and celebrated in fairs and 
parades. He was a cultural icon and was 
the charter for a new genre. The symbol 
on his chest was an “S” shield, which has 
now become one of the most recognized 
symbols around the globe. 
 
Superman has gone on to have multiple 
iterations and adaptations over the years, 
constantly evolving and telling new 

stories while simultaneously instilling 
moral values and inspiring people to be 
something greater, to be better, to be 
super. The character has helped a lot of 
people in his lifetime, whether it means 
giving courage to a kid to stand up 
against his bullies in school being the 
symbol of hope that shines as a beam of 
light helping you get through a dark part 
of your life. 
 
Why is the character so inspiring? The 
answer to that question is pretty simple. 
Even though Superman is a character 
with absolute power, he chooses to use 
that power for the benefit of the people, 
and the world as a whole, contradicting 
against the saying “absolute power 
corrupts absolutely”. 
 
You can see many posts and forums 
online saying why people love Superman 
but one of the most compelling examples 
includes panels from “All-Star Superman.” 
In the comic by Grant Morrison there is a 
beautiful section where Superman 
prevents a girl from committing suicide. 
It’s a very simple scene where a young girl 
is on the verge of stepping off of the 
building, crying. She tells the Man of Steel 
that all of her hope is lost and she has no 
one to talk to. She feels isolated and 
lonely and Superman arrives and says “It's 
never as bad as it seems. You are stronger 
than you think you are. Trust me.”  
 
Those words meant a lot to that girl and 
also mean the same to the people who 
read it. After speaking to the girl, 
Superman then embraced her, saving her 
in the process. Deep down Superman is a 
friend who just wants to do the right 
thing. When asked about the philosophy 
of the character Christopher Reeve, the 
actor who most famously played Kal-El in 
“Superman: The Movie” (1978), replied ”A 
friend and that's what people really need 
the most, they don't need a strong arm. 
You know, a one man vigilante force. They 
need a friend.” 
 
The character is basically the blueprint for 
every superhero we know and love today. 
In fact, the modern comics landscape 
would not be the same if it were not for 
Superman.  
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“
“It's never as bad as it seems. You 
are stronger than you think you 

are. Trust me.” 

He always had been the stepping stone 
for the modern representation of 
superheroes in media. Even Kevin Feige, 
a producer behind the founding 
architecture of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU) had once stated that 
“Superman: The Movie” is the blueprint 
for all their movies. Superman has always 
been the leader of the pack and takes 
the superhero genre up, up and away. 
 
Every generation was lucky to have their 
own version or iteration of the character 
in media showing the evolution of the 
character. 
 
With “Superman and Lois” and “Zack 
Snyder’s Justice League” premiering, we 
ask that fateful question –– is the 
character relevant in a modern and more 
cynical world?  
 
The answer is yes. We need him more 
than ever and will continue to for forever. 
We are living in a time where there is a 
lot of negativity. People don't think of 
their fellow human beings and indulge in 
various acts of violence. Pollution and 
other harmful acts cloud the planet. In 
these times a character with strong 
moral values, who enacts good deeds 
and shows others to do what's right, 
spreads positivity and hope.  
 
Hope is something we as humans will 
always need. To quote Brandon Routh’s 
Superman, “Even in the darkest times 
hope cuts through, Hope is the light that 
lifts us from darkness.” 

In a recent interview with Entertainment 
Weekly, actor Tyler Hoechlin, who is 
playing the Man of Steel on “Superman 
and Lois” said, "As far as being relevant, 
the one thing I always look at is, 'When is 
it irrelevant that you need someone who 
is always there to do good? I hope to God 
we don't have a time where we don't 
think it's important to have people 
around who just stand up for what's right 
and help those who can't help 
themselves. For me, that relevant 
question always comes back to that. I 
don't know a time that we're ever not 
going to need people who step in to do 
good and do the right thing.” 
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