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Resources for COVID-19 
There is no doubt that concerns over the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) have caused a major disruption to everyday life 
across the planet. Education centers, public venues and a variety of shopping centers have all shuttered in an effort to 
curb the spread of COVID-19. Entire countries have closed off their borders, preventing nonessential travel and closing 
entire continents off. 

These are truly unprecedented and historic times where community means the most. To assist in curbing the spread of 
the Coronavirus, health experts have advised that people remain home, participate in safe social distancing and practice 
appropriate hygiene for illness prevention. 

The Planet has compiled a list of resources for those in need and those who are looking to assist with recovery efforts. 
Stay safe and stay healthy, everyone. 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) says that if you have a fever or cough, you might have COVID-19. Most people 
experience mild forms of COVID-19 and are able to recover at home. Keep track of your symptoms. If you have an 
emergency warning sign (including trouble breathing), seek medical attention right away. 

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the operator that you have or think you might have COVID-19. 
If possible, put on a face mask before emergency medical responders arrive. 

COVID-19 Response Fund 

Need Help? Know Someone Who Does? Contact the Disaster Distress Helpline 
Call 1-800-985-5990 

Contact the National Domestic Violence Hotline Call 1-800-799-7233 and TTY 1-800-787-3224 
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BETTER PLACE. ALL OF OUR WRITERS AND CONTENT CONTRIBUTORS ARE VOLUNTEERS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE WITH A PASSION FOR COMICS, WRITING, NEWS AND ENTERTAINMENT. 
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Remember the good ole days when you 
would run by a non-player character 
(NPC) and not have a care or second 

thought about the encounter? I mean who 
could forget driving on the sidewalk until cops 
show up? I’m looking at you GTA and Saint’s 
Row.  

Well, I’m here to report that those days in 
gaming are officially behind us due to the 
events of “Watch Dogs: Legion.” For those who 
don’t know Legion is the next installment in 
the hit franchise from Ubisoft.  

The title comes with a little twist on the 
experience. The old formula of showing the 
main character, and having written exposition 
and action create the arc of the protagonist, is 
a little dormant to say the least. Ubisoft 
decided to let the world, and NPC’s, take the 
center stage. Which, for the most part, felt 
different and the payoff was refreshing. When 
I finished my run through the 20 to 25 hour 

campaign I had a professional hit-woman 
named Emila Lis and she had the John Wick 
gun kata animations, and takedowns. I mean 
she carried the garrote and I did a mission that 
took place in a bathhouse that felt like it was 
ripped from the set design of John Wick 1.  

However, to my surprise when I clicked on her 
bio, the game showed me where she was born 
and how she shares in the fictional tech firm, 
Blume. 

Another member of my team was an operative 
from MI6. Their name was Lathieeshe Prasad. 
He was 55 and he came with a James Bond 
signature Aston Martin. Which had all the bells 
and whistles. It was even cloaked!  

I also recruited a construction worker, 
beekeepers and even an elderly grandma who 
came equipped with a shotgun. So when I say 
I was surprised with the attention to detail, 
and the creativity from Ubisoft. 

Rise up –– “Watch Dogs: Legion” review
By Brendan Rooney
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 It’s quite interesting to see your recruit interact 
with the broader array of characters weaved 
into the narrative, and how every run of this 
title will be filled with new characters waiting 
for their stories to not only be told but also 
written.  

One interesting fact is there are over 900 
different characters of experience, but you can 
only recruit up to 40. Your roster will fill up 
extremely fast. So, adhere with caution and 
choose wisely. In a way I feel the premise of 
“Watch Dogs: Legion” is its own creative 
sandbox for the gamer to play. For example, 
Legion takes place in near futuristic London 
with self-driving cars and an influx of neon and 
AI. The best way to describe the city would be 
as a mix of Blade Runner with our reality 
meshed together.  

Of course, that being said, the gameplay 
doesn’t take away from the experience. It 
actually injects life into your character of 
choice but gives them a sense of purpose. One 
thing I enjoy about video games is how the 
player has to make the tough calls and Legion 
puts you in some tough predicaments. 

Especially when you’re not expecting it. So be 
ready to tackle those telltale level events 
coming your way. I did also notice the similar 
notion of other objectives from certain 
platforms of media and pop culture. However, 
in respect of the player, I won’t spoil those 
surprises.  

“Watch Dogs: Legion” has had this sense of 
singular direction surrounding the title 
compared to the open narrative of the rest of 
the series. On the surface it may seem that the 
player can make their own story, but sadly the 
open world is a little flat.  

I mean it’s not on the level of previous 
Assassin's Creed titles, such as the mega map 
of “AC: Odyssey,” but it’s also not as small as 
the first Watch Dogs. It’s somewhere in-
between the map size of the first and second. I 
felt after playing Legion it just came off trying 
to be a little more than it really is, but maybe 
it’s because Ubisoft is hoping for the 
multiplayer aspect of the title to pull in more 
than just the casual gamer.  

Continued on page 6 

dailyplanetdc.com | 5

Photos courtesy Ubisoft

http://dailyplanetdc.com


Continued from page 5 

The inclusion of the season pass could have been another reason 
why some activities and other portions of the experience to make 
the title complete were missing.  

I mean was it wise to put the character of Aiden Pearce, someone 
that fans have been longing for, behind a wall of the season pass? 
Only time will tell to see if the game will spawn a sequel. In a way, 
this chapter of the franchise comes off in the same pattern of a 
bridge experience into something more, or a taste of what’s to 
come.  

Legion is almost in the same frame as “Assassins Creed 
Brotherhood” and “Revelations.” A rehash of old style but new 
environments. However, not a bad thing at all because it gives 
cause to the gamer that the best is yet to come. So let me be clear, 
“Watch Dogs: Legion” is an excellent game –– but I wanted more. I 
wanted to feel a connection to the city of London, and everyone in 
it. I think the reason I resonated so well with video games is the 
principle of feeling a connection, and how they mirror reality. Hence 
why I love the premise of the main character because they become 
real.  
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Insomniac’s Spidey, “God of War’s” Kratos and Marcus as well as 
Aiden from Watch Dogs play through a well-written narrative built 
upon the commentary of mind control. AI interference and the 
corruption of humanity as an elderly grandma. I feel I lose a sense of 
traction, and scope of realism.  

Which is something I long for in the conduit of gaming.  In all truth 
don’t sleep on this title. Especially when the remainder of the year 
has an Oscar worthy slate of games still to be released. “Watch 
Dogs: Legion” was a lot of fun and, even though it may seem small 
in scale, it carries a lot of heart and simple writing.  What if Ubisoft 
would have preferred to make this a Next-Gen only experience?  

So for the time being rise up and start recruiting Dedsec!  

If I had to give “Watch Dogs: Legion” a rating, I’d give it an 8 out 10. 
Mainly due to the newly formed sandbox from Ubisoft, which is the 
thriving city of London.  

However, something felt like it needed a little polish but  gameplay 
was a fun experience nonetheless. Of course, one thing for certain is 
,I can only imagine how the game will look in the next-gen with the 
glories of ray-tracing. 
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Season six of ‘Supergirl’ will be the girl 
of steels series finale for The CW. The 
final season will consist of 20 

episodes, with production set to begin 
soon ahead of its 2021 return. 

The network announced the finale last 
month. With the premier of ‘Superman 
and Lois’ on the horizon, this news is 
shocking to some, and expected by 
others. 

There has been no official statement so 
far from Berlanti Productions, who 
oversee not only the Arrowverse shows 
but a number of other DC projects, 
including DC Unverse/HBO Max shows 
like Doom Patrol and Green Lantern. 

Debuting in October 2015, Supergirl 
first aired on CBS for its first season, 
which had more of a villain-of-the-week 
structure (Similar to season one of 
Smallville) and chronicled Kara Danvers’ 
attempts at balancing becoming a 
superhero while working at CatCo. The 
series was cancelled by CBS and made a 
jump over to the CW for the remainder of 
its run.  

Supergirl’s ending arrives as Warner Bros. 
TV is in the midst of a search to replace 
Susan Rovner, the studio’s co-president 
and wife of co-showrunner Robert 
Rovner. 

The news broke around the same time 
Melissa Benoist, and her husband Chris 
Wood, announced the birth of their son. 
The news was saddening but I soon grew 
to accept the loss 

Season five of Supergirl starred Melissa 
Benoist, Chyler Leigh, Katie McGrath, 
Jesse Rath, Nicole Maines, Azie Tesfai, 
Andrea Brooks, Julie Gonzalo, Staz Nair 
and David Harewood, with special guest 
star Jon Cryer. 

Continued on page 10 
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Continued from page 9 

I can’t thank the star and her colleagues 
enough for representing so many who 
haven’t seen representation in a long 
time –– if not ever. 

I was first introduced to Supergirl in the 
90s, during her brief stint on the 
children’s show “Superman: The 
Animated Series.” Kara was a noble born 
from a neighboring advanced civilization 
of Krypton. A vast difference from the 
interpretation well known today. 

When “Supergirl” was announced as an 
upcoming series in 2014-15 I was ecstatic. I 
loved Kara from every universe and I was 
so happy she was finally getting her own 
series.  

“Supergirl” first premiered on Oct. 26, 2015 
on CBS with Melissa Benoist playing the 
lead, Chyler Leigh as original Alex 
Danvers, Calista Flockhart as Daily Planet 
alumni Cat Grant, David Harewood as 
Hank Henshaw/Martian Manhunter, 
Mehcad Brooks as James (Jimmy) Olsen 
and Jeremy Jordan as Winn Shott. 

There were other notable series 
characters throughout the corse of the 
shows run, all making an impact on so 
many fans. 

Melissa Benoist’s take on Supergirl has 
been a true red and blue hero of 
compassion. She’s real, strong, passionate 
and so much more. She’s so complex. 

Unlike her cousin, Kal, Kara grew up 
under the watchful eye of an adoptive 
older sibling and her scientist parents. 
She had and has a support system unlike 
any other. Benoist’s Kara Zor-El landed on 
earth decades later than expected. She 
found her now much older cousin and 
was placed into the custody of the 
Danvers household of Midvale.  
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Like her cousin, she grew up and 
developed a strong passion for helping 
those in dire need. Encouraged to 
surprise her powers, Kara saved lives in 
secrecy. Experiencing a few close calls 
with protagonist types, Kara decisively 
decides to hide her tru lineage. 
Suppressed, Kara finds another way to 
help those in need without utilizing any of 
her special gifts bestowed onto her by our 
young yellow sun –– she becomes a 
journalist.  

Relatable. I may not have supersede, but I 
strive to make the planet a better place 
via truth telling and ethical reporting. 
Kara is truly an inspiration to me. 

Along with Kara in “Supergirl” we get her 
adopted big sister, Alex (Top left – center 
photo). Alex has had a remarkable journey 
through life. Growing up as a role model 
to someone with god-like powers can not 
be easy. Top that off with some struggle 
with self identity acceptance and you’ve 
got one hell of a strong character. 
Understanding her attraction to the same 
sex, Alex journeys through the struggles 
of coming out for all us fans to witness. 
This was truly inspiring to many and will 
leave a lasting pride print on all those who 
struggle, were struggling, or are currently 
struggling with their own self acceptance.  

Along with being tenacious, Alex is also 
highly skilled in hand-to-hand combat. So 
much so that she can go toe-to-toe with 
any meta-human and super-powered 
alien. Alex shares a similar compassionate 
heart to that of her sister, Kara. 
Something she inherited from her 
mother. Alex is also the reason Kara took 
to the skies in the first place.  

Jimmy Olsen (Mid-left –– center photo) 
has been a character that’s always been 
shrouded by the shadow of a red cape.  

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 

Jimmy has a history almost as old as the 
big blue boy scout. Always a supporting 
character, Jimmy was seen as someone 
everyone wanted to be –– a superheroes 
best friend.  

In Supergirl he’s that and so much more. 
Originally slated to be a main love interest 
for Kara, Jimmy grew at the ranks of 
CatCo and inevitably become his own 
hero. In an interesting twist, James 
became the Guardian and prowled the 
streets of National City in search of those 
who needed saving. Eventually retiring 
from the super hero life, James settled in 
a small town where he currently resides, 
still helping those in need. 

Original character, Nia Nal, also known as 
Dreamer (Left hand side, bottom –– 
center image), played by Nicole Maines,  
was history’s first transgender superhero. 
Nia started work at CatCo in 2018 and 
quickly became friends with Kara.  

One thing this show did not lack in was 
representation. As The CW states, 
representation matters. “Supergirl” 
catered to every person, no matter their 
differences. When a trans-hero first 
graced our screens it brought an 
awakening smile to my face. I welcomed 
the character, and her struggles. I’m 
trying to stray away from potential 
spoilers for those who have yet to catch 
up but I will say this. Nia’s story is awe 
inspiring. 

Nia is an alien to earth but loves the 
planet and its culture. Nia also 
encapsulates a very fascinating array of 
powers that I’ve never seen before. 

Supergirl had it all. She was strong, 
inspirational and she made me want to 
become a better version of myself. She 
made me, an openly gay man, feel safe to 
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go outside. Not because I thought she 
was out there. That’s semi ridiculous. No, 
because people loved the show and the 
series taught equality on every level.  

My point is, Supergirl let from being solely 
a show about female representation to a 
show about all representation. Supergirl 
touched our identity struggles, brought 
attention to violence, pointed out 
unnecessary hatred and so much more.  

Kara bore witness to violence and utter 
evil but she still retained a positive 
attitude.  

With a sorrowful tone I say goodbye, girl 
of steel. This show will forever hold a 
special place in my heart.  

The sixth and final season of Supergirl will 
debut on The CW in 2021. 

Melissa Benoist’s 
goodbye statement 
To say it has been an honor portraying 
this iconic character would be a massive 
understatement. Seeing the incredible 
impact the show has had on young girls 
around the world has always left me 
humbled and speechless.  

She’s had that impact on me, too. She’s 
taught me strength I didn’t know I had, to 
find hope in the darkest of places, and 
that we are stronger when we’re united. 
What she stands for pushes all of us to be 
better. She has changed my life for the 
better, and I’m forever grateful. 

I’m so excited that we get to plan our 
conclusion to this amazing journey, and I 
cannot wait for you to see what we have 
in store. I promise we’re going to make it 
one helluva final season. 

http://dailyplanetdc.com


How Megan Thee Stallion helped to    
  pioneer a social movement for   
    Black women

By M’Niyah Lynn

Megan Pete, known as 
Megan Thee Stallion, has 
used her platform as an 

entertainer and philanthropist to 
celebrate positive body imagery 
and her talent for rapping, but 
recently Pete has used her voice 
to advocate for one main cause: 
“Protect Black Women.” 

Continued on page 16
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How Megan Thee Stallion helped    
  pioneer a social movement for 
Black women
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Continued from page 14 

Pete, who is a rapper, as well as a college 
student, wrote an op-ed piece for The 
New York Times on Oct. 13, where she 
discussed the mistreatment of Black 
women in society and how imperative it is 
to offer Black women opportunities to 
speak up about injustices committed to 
them and others like them. Pete also 
acknowledged that she is unapologetic 
about shining the spotlight on Black 
women by saying that she is, “not afraid 
of criticism, and “Protect Black Women” 
should not be controversial.” 

In the article, Pete sparked discussion 
about what it’s like to be a Black woman 
in America where they are expected to 
“deliver victory for Democratic 
candidates,” and have so easily gone from 
being ignored and told that voting was 
illegal for them, to now being seen as a 
vote to be won because they are “highly 
courted.” This comes at a time where 
people have heard throughout the 2020 
Presidential Election and on the news 
that Blacks have been courted for their 
votes. 

Additionally, Pete claimed that regardless 
of being important for the election, Black 
women are ultimately “still constantly 
disrespected and disregarded in so many 
areas of life.” This is illustrated in the way 
that men treat women as objects as a 
justification for inflicting pain, and in how 
Black women are subjected to threats, 
preconceptions and expectations, as she 
explained in her article.  

She described the image in which Black 
women are painted to be: angry and 
threatening, especially when they “choose 
to exercise [their] own free will,” she said. 
Pete also shared that people compare 
women in many industries, often pitting 
them against one another. However, Pete 
has a history of standing up for Black 
women or Black people in general. 
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Pete announced that she created the 
“Don’t Stop” scholarship fund to support 
women of color. The scholarship was a 
partnership with Amazon Music’s Rap 
Rotation and was for “young women out 
there who don’t stop working hard to 
get their education.”  

In a tweet, Pete mentioned that the 
scholarship is global, which can 
maximize its appeal to women of color 
who may desperately need it. Only two 
scholarships will be awarded in the 
amount of $10,000, no matter what level 
of college degree the women are 
pursuing. 

On the debut of 
Saturday Night Live on 
Oct. 3, Pete used part 
of her performance 
during “Savage” to 
criticize Kentucky 
Attorney General 
Daniel Cameron for 
the handling of the 
Breonna Taylor case. 
Her “politically 
charged” performance 
featured statements 
and comments made by 
activists like Malcom X. Also, 
she displayed the words, 
“PROTECT BLACK WOMEN” throughout 
the entire performance in letters that 
could be seen in the background of the 
set design. She said, “We need to protect 
our Black women and love our Black 
women.” 

Prior to this performance, Pete did a 
virtual concert on Tidal, on Aug. 29, 
where she took time out from 
performing hits like “Freak Nasty” and 
“Big Ole Freak” to once again draw 
attention to racial injustice and police 
brutality in America.  

where she took time out from performing 
hits like “Freak Nasty” and “Big Ole Freak” 
to once again draw attention to racial 
injustice and police brutality in America. 

When the room went black, her and the 
dancers stood on stage in silence as the 
big screen in the back projected the 
names of those whose lives have been 
lost or negatively impacted by the police. 
Some names included Ahmaud Arbery, 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and 
Botham Jean. At the end of the list of 
names, the question “WHY IS IT SO HARD 

TO BE BLACK IN AMERICA?” was 
shown. Everyone on stage put 

one fist in the air.  

Other women of color 
in the music industry 
have asserted that 
Black women are 
often seen as angry 
or unequal to white 
women, as Nicki 
Minaj has done. 

For instance, Minaj 
has said, “I feel like, if a 

white woman and me 
was going into the same 

job at Wall Street, I feel like I 
wouldn’t get the job off the rip 

just because of me being black…” 
according to Revolt. 

Cardi B is another artist of color that 
has called out the racial disparity 
between Blacks and Whites. 

“I feel like Black people, we're not 
asking for sympathy, we're not asking 
for charity—we are just asking for 
equality,” she said in an interview with 
Joe Biden from Elle. 

Continued on page 18 

“I feel like Black 
people, we're not 

asking for sympathy, 
we're not asking for 
charity—we are just 
asking for equality,” 

CARDI B
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Nevertheless, Pete has remained at the 
forefront of the “Protect Black 
Women”movement because she 
reiterates the importance of Black 
women in her performances and tweets. 
“I will never stop using my voice,” she said 
in a tweet on Oct. 13. She has gotten 
noticed by important Black figures like 
Kamala Harris, “the first Black woman on 
a major party ticket,” according to the 
Associated Press. Harris praised Pete for 
her op-ed by writing, “Thank you, 
@theestallion, for using your voice to 
speak out. Black women DO deserve 
better,” in a post on Oct. 14. 

Pete has also been able to draw a lot of 
attention to the movement because she’s 
been in the media’s eye following the 
shooting incident with Tory Lanez where 
she was shot in both her feet.  

Many have spoken out to defend Pete’s 
stance on Black women and support her. 
Specifically, Annie Apple prove 1) we were 
abused. Then 2) we gotta prove why the 
abuse wasn’t our fault. Then 3) we gotta 
prove why we didn’t deserve the abuse. 
It’s so exhausting. #ProtectBlackWomen.” 

On the other hand, some have opposed 
Pete because they question her motives. 
One user wrote, “If @theestallion is taking 
advantage of this 
#PROTECTBLACKWOMEN and 
pandering, she gonna lose a lot of fans 
when the facts comes out.” 

Hopeful, Pete ended her piece from The 
New York Times by saying, we need to 
“usher in an era where Black women in 
2020 are no longer “making history” for 
achieving things that should have been 
accomplished decades ago.”  

18 | @DailyPlanetDC

Photos courtesy Megan Thee Stallion

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ProtectBlackWomen?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/_Bulat8/status/1316066652480507905
https://twitter.com/theestallion
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PROTECTBLACKWOMEN?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PROTECTBLACKWOMEN?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/theestallion/status/1316047082130530304
https://apnews.com/article/8ec79f903cbe157adae3f41ca6a7223c
https://twitter.com/theestallion
https://twitter.com/theestallion
https://twitter.com/KamalaHarris/status/1316465751268696064


L E T ’ S  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W  

T O D A Y  



 

I Got the Music 
This song gives me all the 
“High School Musical” vibes, 

which makes it strange that I’m 
ranking it as my least favorite. I 

love Julie and I’m so happy she got to 
have this moment of her rocking out at 
school. There’s just something about this 
scene that makes me feel a little awkward 
watching and now listening to. I’m so 
nervous she’s going to get caught singing 
out loud to herself at school that I just 
always skip it when it comes on. 

Ranking the songs of “Julie and the Phantoms”

Someone recently asked me what kind of 
music I listen to, and I didn’t know how to 
tell him that I, a 22-year-old, have been 

listening to the “Julie and the Phantoms” 
soundtrack religiously every day for the past 
month and a half.  

“Julie and the Phantoms” is one of Netflix’s 
latest original series and, like many people 
across the globe, I have fallen prey to its 
charm. I bought the soundtrack as soon as I 
finished all nine of its episodes, and they’ve 
changed me. 

I’m not kidding when I say I listen to it every 
day. It’s amazing, and I would personally 
like to thank Kenny Ortega for directing 
this series and bringing these songs and 
this story into my life. 

With every soundtrack though, we’re 
bound to have our favorites and ones we 
absentmindedly skip over. 

Here’s my ranking for the “Julie and the 
Phantoms” soundtrack from least to favorite: 

By Brianna Taggart 
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Now or Never 
’m at a point where I love all 
these songs almost 
equally now, so they’re 
only separated a tiny bit 
in my mind. “Now or 
Never” makes me feel 
like I’m in the front row 
at a rock concert jamming 
out. Alex living his life playing the drums, 
Luke swinging his guitar over his shoulder 
and Reggie combing his fingers through 
his hair when he sings at the 
microphone? Sign me up, please. 

Did I buy a Sunset Curve shirt, so I could 
go as a groupie for that band for 
Halloween? I don’t know. You tell me… 

Continued on page 22  

You Got Nothing  
to Lose 
This is a fun song Caleb 
sings, but it stresses me 

out so much. Whenever I 
hear it, I’m reminded of the 

anxiety I had over whether or 
not the boys would escape Caleb’s 
clutches and make it to Julie in time to 
sing at the Orpheum. It’s a fun song to 
listen to around Halloween though.

14

The Other Side of 
Hollywood 
Since “You Got Nothing 
to Lose” stressed me out 
so much, I don’t think it’s 
a huge surprise that “The 
Other Side of Hollywood” has the same 
effect. I just can’t fully enjoy it 
because I know the boys are going 
to be late to Julie’s dance. 
However, I do like the ~tension~ 
between Alex and Willie during 
this. Bring on the angst. Caleb, 
however, just creeps me out 
(*shivers in disgust*).

13

Wake Up 
Oh goodness, I’m so sorry 
for the Julie stans out 
there. Now that I have 
my bottom three favorite 

songs out of the way, this 
is getting more difficult. I 

found that “Wake Up” is a song I’m just 
not normally in the mood to listen to for 
some reason, so I tend to skip it when it 
comes on. Nothing against Julie or this 
scene. It really is a beautiful moment that 
gives me ghost bumps (hehe see what I 
did there?), and I like listening to it when I 
need a pick-me-up. I just don’t get into it 
as much as the other songs on the 
soundtrack.

12

Bright 
This is my lowest ranked 
Julie and the Phantoms 
song (the band, not the 
show in general). They’re 
still all finding their 
chemistry with each other at this point 
and how they work on stage. Julie also 
starts off really nervous, so I prefer the 
ones where she owns her awesomeness. 
It’s still a solid song though.

11

Flying Solo 
I love this song. It gets me 
amped, and it was 

originally in my top five 
when I first started listening 

to the soundtrack a month and a 
half ago. I think that might be part 
of the problem though. I listened 
to it so much that it doesn’t have 

the same effect on me it used 
to. I take full blame for this. It’s 
still a great moment between 

Julie, Flynn and the guys.

10

9
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Finally Free 
“Finally Free” has my favorite 
moment of the entire season. 
I’m a very indecisive person, 
but I can assure you that Julie 
and Luke singing at each other 
on the same microphone is hands down 
my favorite Juke moment. Hot damn… I 
wish a guy would sing and look at me the 
way Luke does to Julie in this song. 
Anyway, Julie and the guys all rocked it 
and owned the stage. Heck yes.

8

Perfect Harmony 
“No one says “step” quite 
like Luke does at the 
beginning of this song. 

It’s beautiful and makes 
my Juke heart so happy. 

Actors Madison Reyes and Charlie 
Gillespie also wrote this song together, so 
it doesn’t just mean a lot to the characters 
but it means a lot to the cast and I think 
that’s amazing. Overall, it’s a really nice 
slow song to listen to –– I might play it at 
my wedding one day.

7

This Band is Back 
“Come on Reginald” at 
the beginning of this 
never fails to put a smile 
on my face. This is just a 
nice, short, catchy, 
heartwarming, fun song. I love hearing 
how excited the guys are to be able to do 
the one thing they lived to do. They’re 
amazing and they deserve the best.

6

Make ‘Em Say Wow 
I feel like people either 
love or hate Dirty Candy, 
and I’m proud to say I’m 
a fan. Yes, Carrie is Julie’s 

antagonist, but we don’t 
know what drove the two 

5

Edge of Great 
““Edge of Great” is brilliant, fun 
and Julie owns it. This song is 
hers and everyone who listens 

to it is just lucky to be graced 
with her powerhouse voice. Also, 

if you don’t sing Luke’s guitar solo when 
you listen to this song on the soundtrack, 
then you’re just lying to yourself. 

I’m not going to lie, I’m definitely 
bummed his little, needy solo to Julie isn’t 
on the soundtrack, so I’ll just have to sing 
it for him instead. Actor Charlie Gillespie 
told Kenny Ortega he wanted to add that 
part because that’s Luke’s way of singing 
back to Julie, according to an interview 
Gillespie was in. I mean c'mon, that’s 
adorable.

4

apart. And yes, I’m aware Dirty Candy has 
received some flack from being too 
similar to Tess Tyler’s songs in “Camp 
Rock.” I’m going to ignore all that 
criticism, because this song just brings 
something out of me I can’t contain. No 
matter what mood I’m in, “Make ‘Em Say 
Wow” makes me want to blast the 
volume, dance and flip my hair over my 

All Eyes on Me 
Yes, a Dirty Candy song makes 
it into my top three. Whenever 

I hear it, I think of Alex being all 
cute dancing to it on stage with 

her, and it makes my heart happy. I’ve 
also spent countless hours learning 
Carrie’s dance moves to this, so it would 
hurt my spirit to not have it ranked high. I 
didn’t learn these dance moves for 
nothing. It also gets me through any bad 
days I have at work because it reminds 
me of the confidence I’m capable of 
having. Carrie is a role model, and no one 
can tell me otherwise.

3
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Stand Tall 
This song is intense, and it 
had me on edge the entire 
time. “Stand Tall” shows so 

much character 
development. It’s crazy. When 

Julie and the guys sang together for the first 
time (i.e. “Bright”), the guys didn’t think 
anyone would be able to see them, but they 
sang for her so she wouldn’t be alone. Now, 
with the last song they played together this 
season, Julie had thought the boys had 
disappeared and she was singing for them, 
saying that even if she’s the last one 
standing, she’s going to “stand tall” for them 
and everyone else she’s lost in her life.

They started the band together because Julie 
didn’t think she was capable of singing alone 
after losing her mother, but “Stand Tall” 
showed just how far she’s come. She stood 
tall and sang at one of the biggest music 
venues in LA by herself. 
When you add this beautifully sad character 
moment with the intensity of the boys 
fighting their way back to her from Caleb’s 
eternal ghost club, you get a masterpiece. 
The boys didn’t let her down this time like 
they did with the dance. The smiles they give 
each other when the guys individually poof in 
makes my heart sing.

This just leaves one song left...

Unsaid Emily 
I struggled a bit with 
choosing which song to 
make number one, but after 

thinking about it, I knew 
there was only one that could 

take that top spot. “Unsaid Emily” is perfect. I 
ugly cried the first time I listened to it. Heck, I 
even cried the first time I saw the episode 
title before I even started watching it. That’s 
power, folks.

There was a pretty mysterious lead-up to this 
song that added a lot of pressure, but it more 
than fulfilled any promises that were made. It 
dives into love, loss, regret, guilt, death and 
forgiveness all under the umbrella of a fallout 
a teenager had with his parents. 

It gets to me every time and, even though it 
still makes me cry a month and a half later, I 
still listen to it every morning on my drive to 
work. It’s a reminder that sometimes we 
make mistakes that we feel we can’t take 
back, but no matter what happens, our love 
for each other remains and nothing –– not 
even death –– can take that away.

Well, that’s my ranking. Did I do OK? How 
would you rank them? Let us know in the 
comments below. 
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The CW Network has ordered a pilot for a "Black 
Lightning" spin-off. The spin-off will center around 
Black Lightning character "Painkiller."  

According to a report from Variety, the pilot will be 
airing as a planned spin-off episode during Season 4 of 
Black lightning. Jordan Calloway is set to reprise his role 
as Painkiller for the upcoming spin off. 

The backdoor pilot will air as the seventh episode of 
Season 4 of Black Lightning, which has a February 2021 
premiere date. 

Calloway has been a member of the Black Lightning 
cast since season 1. He first appeared in a reoccuring 
role before being promoted to a series regular for 
season 2.  

Calloway has also appeared in the neighboring CW 
show "Riverdale." 

Painkiller spin off is a production of Warner Bros. 
Television. Berlanti productions, which produces Black 
lightning and othe DC comics series is not behind this 
show, according to Deadline. 

Painkiller spin-off will follow Khalil Payne, former 
student of Garfield High School in Freeland and man 
riddled with guilt from his trouble past, as he separates 
himself from his loves one and establish himself in a 
new city, Akashic Valley. 

Payne will slowly find himself dragged back into action 
as Painkiller as he takes on threats both new and old. 

Black Lightning Show-runner, Salim Akil, will write, 
executive produce and direct the spin of backdoor pilot. 
Painkiller is a comic book character that made its debut 
in 1995 and was created by Tony Isabella and Eddie 
Newell. 

Black Lightning spin-off  
in development for  
The CW

By Jahlil Rush
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Perhaps no day is more 
synonymous with a 

certain dish than 
Thanksgiving is with 
turkey. As tasty as 
turkey can be, this 
flavorful fowl doesn’t 
find its way onto 

many families’ dinner 
tables unless it’s 

Thanksgiving day. 

Secret family turkey recipes may reign supreme in 
some households. Simple recipes can be passed 
down generations, with little additions being made 
every now and then.  

Smallville’s Martha Kent has provided a simple to 
follow recipe that should prove beneficial to those 
in need of a last minute family turkey.

Makes 15 servings 

 1 fresh turkey, about 15 pounds, preferably free-   
     range 

 1 tablespoon olive oil 

 1 quart apple cider 

 2 teaspoons dried poultry seasoning 
 Coarse sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Ma Kent’s  
Holiday Turkey 

Roast for 1 hour. Reduce the oven temperature to 
175 F. Pour the cider into the roasting pan and 
sprinkle the poultry seasoning in the liquid. 
Continue roasting until an instant-read 
thermometer inserted into the thickest part of a 
thigh (but not touching bone) registers to 170 
degrees F. 

Transfer the turkey to a carving board, tent loosely 
with aluminum foil, and let rest for about 15 
minutes (see tip). Meanwhile, skim the fat from the 
surface of the liquid in the pan. Put the roasting 
pan over two burners and bring the pan drippings 
to a boil over high heat. Cook until the juices 
reduce and thicken slightly, enough to coat a 
spoon, about 10 minutes. Taste for seasoning. Carve 
the turkey and serve with cider pan juices. 

Resting tip: Slow-roasted meats need far less 
resting time (pretty much none) than those that 
are traditionally roasted.  The reason for resting 
meat that has been roasted at a high temperature 
is to allow juices that have collected in the cooler 
center time to migrate back into the dryer (hotter) 
exterior sections after it comes out of the oven. 
Because slow-roasted meats are cooked evenly and 
a temperature that keeps most of the juices in 
place, a resting period is largely unnecessary. A 
brief resting time does allow the meat to become a 
little firmer as it cools, making it easier to carve. 

Remove the giblets from the turkey and discard (or 
save for another use). Rinse the turkey inside and 
out and pat dry with paper towels. Rub it all over 
with salt and pepper. Refrigerate, uncovered, for at 
least 12 hours and up to 24 hours. During that time, 
the surface of the turkey will become visibly dry 
and the skin will tighten; this encourages a nice 
crisp skin on the finished bird. 

Remove the turkey from the refrigerator 1 hour 
before you plan to start roasting. Preheat the oven 
to 450 F. 

Put the turkey on a rack set in a large, flameproof 
roasting pan. Drizzle the oil over the top. 
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Urban areas are often defined by their tallest 
buildings. Throughout the 20th century, cities 
across the globe were transformed by the 
introduction of skyscrapers to their skylines. Upper 
floors soon became valuable real estate, offering 
prestige and mile-wide views. As a result, The Willis 
Tower, First Canadian Place and the Empire State 
Building are now household names. 

The Industrial Revolution brought many changes to 
the world, paving the way for skyscrapers. As urban 
centers became more crowded, building up 
became the only way to accommodate more 
people and more businesses. This was assisted by 
the invention of the safety elevator by Elisha Otis in 
1852, as well as a switch from stone to steel frames 
in buildings. Also, materials such as concrete and 
glass would enable more flexible constructions. 

Although Peter Ellis gave birth to the idea of 
skyscrapers in 1864 after he built the five-story Oriel 
Chambers in Liverpool, England, the first actual 
skyscraper would be built nearly 20 years later. In 
1885, the Home Insurance Building in Chicago 
reached 138 feet into the sky and stood at 10 stories. 

Through the years, newer, taller buildings began to 
spring up, seemingly overnight, to help grow and 
shape modern cities. Metropolises like Chicago, 
New York and Toronto were some of the earliest 
cities to feature skyscrapers. 

The Chrysler Building, which opened to the public 
on May 27, 1930, remains the world's tallest steel-

supported brick building. Less than a year after it 
opened, it was surpassed in height by the Empire 
State Building. The famous twin towers of the 
World Trade Center were once the tallest structures 
in New York, and the first to use "sky lobbies," where 
people would change from express to local 
elevators.  

When the Sears Tower, later renamed the Willis 
Tower, opened in 1973, the 108-story structure 
became the tallest building in the world and held 
that title until Malaysia's Petronas Towers claimed 
the distinction in 1998. Within a few years, the 
Petronas Towers were shadowed by at least 11 
different taller structures. Today, Burj Khalifa in 
Dubai, Shanghai Tower in Shanghai and Abraj Al-
Bait Clock Tower in Mecca are the tallest 
skyscrapers in the world. 

New York reclaimed its prominence on the list of 
tallest buildings when One World Trade Center rose 
defiantly 1,776 feet into the sky in 2014. It is now the 
tallest building in the western hemisphere. 

Metropolis once again rose to skyscraper fame with 
the unveiling of the new LexCorp Tower in 2015-16. 
The tower stretches over 1,800 feet.  

Skyscrapers have become synonymous with urban 
centers, prosperity and centers of business. They 
have grown in height through the years, and now 
appear to scrape the sky more than ever.  

Up, up and away:  
Metropolis rejoins the world of skyscrapers

dailyplanetdc.com | 27

http://dailyplanetdc.com



